
Sgt. Tom Pope flew 142 combat missions 
during his 13 Months in Southeast Asia 2S a 
P.1. While trying to rescue a downed pilot 

I In January 1969, Pope took a shot in his 
left leg. and It had to be amputated. Before 

taking leave. Pope stood on the ramp at 
Udom RT AFB to cheer the H1143 and his 
fellow Us on. Raising his right hand, he 
flashed the 'V sign — but for 114o not 
.icior): He 'would be back in Inc sears. 
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AIR FORCE TIMES 

Young NCO Leaves 
Legacy of Courage 

By Mel. Carroll Shershun 

rrOM POPE is a most un-
.11- common man among un-
common men. Sergeant 
Pope is only 22 years old. 
He was one of just 68 men 
in Southeast Asia authorized to 
wear the maroon beret of the 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Service's select corps of para-
reseuernen. 

Until recently he served with 
the 40th ARRS, home of the 
"Jolly Green Giant" rescue heli-
copters. at Udorn RTAFB. 

When he left for his new as-
signment at Wilford Hall Hos-
pital, Lackland AFB, Tex., he 
vowed to return to Southeast 
Asia within two years. 

His v o w isn't uncommon 
among the men of air rescue. 
Many of the 68 PJs (pararescue-
men) are on their second tour of 
duty in the war zone. But even 
among the men of air rescue, the 
sergeant from Midwest City. 
Okla., is uncommon. 

In addition to the Purple 
Heart, he wears the Distin-
guished Flying Cross, the Bronze 
Star and the Air Medal. 

He is personally responsible 
for having saved the lives of four 
persons during Ms combat tour 
in Southeast Asia. 

Tom Pope came to the war 
zone with the first of the HH-53 
"Jolly Green Giant BUFF (Big 
Ugly Fat Fellow)" rescue heli-
copters in late 1967. He flew his 
first mission three days before 
Christmas. When his tour was 
due to end last December, he es. 
tended for another tour. - 

During his 13 months in SEA, 
he flew 142 combat missions and 
compiled more than 324 hours of 
combat flying. 

Last January, Tons Pope flew 
his last mission. 

It was 99 hi the shade and 
"hotter 'n hell" for the downed 
pilot on the ground, even 
though the :day's first light 
barely shone. He had been on the 
ground overnight, surrounded by 
enemy troops, and had taken  

refuge some two-thirds of the 
way up a 1011 loot tree. 

While airbursts from anti-air. 
craft weapons framed them, the 
men of the Jolly Green—circled 
by a protective "daisy chain" of 
A-1 "Sandy" fighters of World 
War II vintage—came onto the 
scene, hovered, and made the 
pickup in less than five minutes 
time. Tracer fire from the left 
was drawing closer. Less than a 
mile from the recovery site, how-

-ever, the enemy scored a direct 
hit on the BUFF. 

Miraculously. only ene person 
was Injured. It was Tom Pope. 
He had faken a hit in his left 
leg, lost considerable blood and 
was in serious condition when 
hospitalized. Only the rapid ac-
tion of his fellow crew members 
and the survivor himself pre. 
vented the PJ from becoming an 
even more grim statistic. 

His left leg had to be ampu-
tated. 

Several weeks later, before 
leaving on a Military Airlift Com-
mand C-I41 medical evacuation 
flight, Tom Pope made a last 
flight on his favorite "bird" the 
BUFF. 

While his fellow crew mem-
bers stood solemnly by, fighting 
back the tears which welled up 
in their eyes, Tom Pope smiled, 
joked and did what he had done 
with other survivors in the past 
—cheered them up in a moment 
of concern. 

"Be was the most courageous 
man I ever met," said Col. Hol-
ton H. Bridges, commander of 
the 34 Aerospace Rescue and Re-
covery Gp. 

"I'll never forget the sight of 
Tons Pope as he stood there on 
the ramp, impeccably dressed in 
his combat fatigues, cheering us 
up. And we were the ones who 
had come to cheer him on. 
have never attended a More in-
spiring occasion."' 

Before taking his leave, Ser. 
geant Pope turned and, with his 
left elbow resting on the crutch 
arm, he raised his right hand 
high in the V-sign made famous 
by Winston Churchill. 

"I'll be back in two years," is 

These are the words by which 
those of us who were privileged 
to know Sergeant Pope shall al-
ways remember him: 

tie and wonder not why I 
am here, but where I shall go 
front here. 

"Perhaps any dreams for the 
beautiful things in life are 
there; I feel them envelop me in 
peaceful serenity. 

"And I know I shall be brave, 
not from past achievements but 
in any pursuit with determine. 
titan for any future life of happi-
ness and accomplishments. 

"I pray I shall always have 
strength not to toralow in self-
pity but to lend a helping hand 
along any way to any future. 

"For in all of us there is 
strength where courage adds 
tenderness to the heart, and in , 
rate may my strength turn aside 
weakness in quest of courage 
in others. 

"If I could only march again 
not in military cadency but as a 
leader of a proud people, 

"Then part of my dreams for 
the beautiful things in life 
would be there. 

"I dream of leading myself 
with the ideals of gibers in a 
parade exalting the reasons why 
I was there. - 

"And perhaps I Wtait turn 
and look behind to 'discover 
march not alone but on fol-
lowed by • the multitude who 
seek the 'dreams of beautiful 
things to come. 

"Because, after searching 
their hearts and past heritage, 
they will have joined my parade 

what Tom Pope said the two V-
shaped fingers raised high stood 
for. 

For the others there, they 
stood for Victory. The most im-
portant victory of Sgt, Tom 
Pope's young life. 

During the long days and 
nights following the amputation 
of his left leg, Tom Pope was 
an inspiration to fellow patients 
at the Udorn RTAB Hospital and 
to the men of air rescue. 

In addition to his smiles, Tom's 
encouragement to others, Tom 
Pope left another leeaev . 

"Then another part of • ' 11W 
dreams for tite beautiful things 
in life would` be there. 

"Even though part of me is 
gone, I. would. march with pride 
toward the peaceful serenity, 
but not against the ideals for 
which I marchnd before, 

"Yes, deep' within me I know 
my personal loss is far less than 

'the needless loss oLideals others 
Mae negligently allowed to be 
taken from them. • 

"So I lie -there without the 
limb that was lost doing what I 
believed in with knowledge and 
pride; for the dreams I know 
will come true,'.1 'Would march 
again . . . C 

"IF ONLY I COULD MARCH 
AGAIN!" 

MSgt Dee W. Nelson 
Pi Class of 52 



refuge some two-thirds, of the 
way up a 100-foot tree. 

While air'hursts from anti-air-
craft weapons framed them, the 
men of the Jolly Green—circled 
by a protective "daisy chain" of 
A-1. "Sandy" fighters of World 
War II, vintage—came onto the 
scene, hovered, ad made the 
pickup in less than five minutes 
lit:Hae. Tracer fire from the left 

• was drawing closer. Less than a 
mile from the recovery site, how-
ever, the enemy scored a direct 
hit on the BUFF. 

Miraculously, only one person 
was Injured. It was Tom Pope. 
Re had taken a hit In his left 
leg, lost considerable blood,aml 
wu in serious condition 
'hospitalised. Only the rapi: 
tion of his fellow crew 313 
and the survivor himself 
vented the PJ from becoming: 
even more grins statistic. 

His left leg bad to be anip 
tated. 

Several weeks later, • beim*. 
leaving on a Military Airlift Co* 
naand C-141 medical evacuation
flight, Tom Pope made a Laik4'1„ 
flight on his favorite "bird" th*'2'''' 
BUFF. 
.. While his fellow crew mert*.i;••:; : :•:, 
hers stood solemnly by, fightinC., 
back the tears which welled ili 
in their eyes, Tom Pope „smilepla 
joked and did what-he had dotiOM 
with other survivors in the paStV 
—cheered them up in a naoramit 
of concern. 

"lie was the most courageous 
man I ever met," said Col. 
Ion H. • Bridges, commander 40 
the 3d Aerospace Rescue and ReY 
covery Gp. 

"rn never forget the sight et. 
Toni Pope as he stood there 4:4:•••, 
the ramp, impeccably dressed 
his combat fatigues, cheering-0::: 
up. And we were the ones whO:.: 
had come to cheer him on. 
have never attended a more .irt-
spiting Occasion" 

Before taking his leave r  Ser-
geant Pope turned and, with his 
left elbow resting on the crutch 
arm

' 
 he raised his right hand 

high In the V-sign made famous 
ty Winston Churchill. 

be back in twn irAstrn " it 

••.... 

By Maj. Carroll Shershun 

. TOM  ' T Oc, 0M P °LEA 1 iasn aammoongst  tin- - 
common men. Sergeant 
Pope - is only 22 years old. 

:-.:He was one of just 68 men 
in Southeast Asia. authorized to 
wear the maroon beret of the 
.Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Service's select corps of Para-
.rescuemen. - 

Until recently he served with 
the 40th ARES, home of the 
"Joily Green Giant" rescue heli-
copters, at Udorn RTAFB. 

When he left for his new as-
;ligament at Wilford Hall Hos-
pital, Laekland -ABB, . Tex., he 

• vowed to return to Southeast-
- — within two years. 

v o w isn't uncommon 
eng the men of air rescue. 

of the 68 PJR (Pararescue-
n) are on their second tour of 

in the .war zone. But even 
ong the men of air rescue, the 
'Cant from 'Midwest City, 

a.; is uncommon. 
addition to the Purple 

•?lit-eart., be wears the Distin- 
•:::Walied- Flying Cross, the Bronze 
•' Star and the Air Medal. 

Is personally responsible 
airing saved the lives of four 
as during his combat tour 

southeast Asia. 	. 
. Tom Pope came to the war 
r*:ite.,. with the first of the HII-53 

',9:011Y Green Giant BUFF (Big 
..:k".);rigo:  Fat Fellow)" rescue hell-

:.•.00•ters in late 1967. Bellew his 
l:4141•:: mission three days before 

.;4Struas. When his tour was 
d e to end last December, he ex- 

' ed for another tour. 
._' -During his 13 months in SEA, 

he- slew 142 combat missions and 
, *Mfilled more than 324 hours of 
,..*Onibat flying. 
-;:•'.,:•.j..i:st January, Torn Pope flew 
his last mission. 

'.i It was 99 .in the shade and 
"hotter 'n hell" for the downed 

,'. pilot on the ground., even 
: though the day's first light 
•: barely shone. He had been on the 
• groand overnight, sitiaimagiounZlisho  

what Tom Pope said the two V-
shaped fingers raised high stood 
for. 

.For the others there, they 
stood for Victory. The most im-
portant victory of Sgt. Tom 
Pope's young life. 

During the, long days and 
nights following the amputation 
of his left "leg, Tom Pope was 
an inspiration to fellow patients. 
at the Udorn RTAB Hospital and 
to the men of air rescue. 

In addition to his smiles, Tom's 
encouragement to others, Tom 
Pope left another legacy. 

These are the words by which 
those of us 	were. 

1PJA-A)1 



l'am 	 go 
;train 'hire.. 	• 

"Perhaps my dreams for the 
beautiful . things in life are 

' there; I feel them envelop me in• 
peaceful serenity. . 

"And I know I shall be.brav.  e, 
not from past achievements but 
in my pursuit with determina- • 
tion for my future life of happi-
ness and accomplishments. 

"I pray 1 shall always have • 
strength not to wallow in self-
pity but to lend a helping hand 
along my way to my future. 

i "For n ail of us there is 
strength where courage adds 
tenderness to the heart, and in 

, me may my • strength- turn aside 
weakness in quest of courage 
in others-. 

"If I could only march again 
.; not in military cadency but as a 
•: leader of a proud people, 

"Then part of my dreams for 
the beautiful things in life -, 
would be there. 

"I dream of leading myself . 
with the ideals of others in a 
parade exalting the restores why.  

• 1 was there. • 
"And perhaps I shall turn 

and look • behind -  to discover 
march not alone bit -art fol-
lowed by the multitude who 
seek the 'dreams of beautiful 
things to come. 

"Because, after searching 
their hearts and past heritage, 
they will have joined my parade 
with pride and the discovery of 
why I marched before. 

"Then another part of my 
dreams for the beautiful things 
in life would be there. 

"Even though part of .me is 
gone, I would march with pride 
toward the peaceful serenity, 
but not against the ideals for 
which I marched before. 

"Yes, deep within me / know 
my Pertonal loss is far less than 
the needless loss of ideals others 
have negligently allowed to be 
taken from them: 

"So I 'lie there without the 
limb that was lost doing what I 

• believed in with knowledge and 
Pride; for the dreams I know' 
will come true, I would march 
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Chief Master Sergeant Chartas D. K.ing. 

responded, snapping Off the hoist cable. 
Airmen King was declared missing in 
action (MIA) and was later promoted to 
chief master sergeant until 5 December 
1970, When he woa declared killed ,in 
action (ltiA). 

January 1969  -- HH-53 crews from the 40th ARR Squadron at Udorn Royal T ai 
At scrambled to get airborne for a combat rescue mission to pick up a fig er 
pilot shot down the previous night over North Vietnam. Pararescu an 
Sergeant Tom Pope wan the tail-gunner during the run-in for extract! n. 
While airburats from antiaircraft weapons encircled then, the men of he 
Jolly Green, covered by a protective 'daiay chain of A-lE 'Sandy' tight a, 
came onto the scene. The Jolly Green settled into a hover - ad made he 
pickup in less than five minute. Enemy tracer fire from the left began.to  
draw in closer. As the 1th-53 pulled away from the battle egene. the enemy 
gunners found their mark and scored a direct hit on Sergeant Pope'a position. 
Although seriously damaged, the 911-53 managed to remain airborne. The pare-
rescueman manning the. left window gun saw Seroeant Pope dangling below the 
tail of the helicopter by his gunner's belt where the ramp used to be. He 
quickly pulled the uncon-
scious Sergeant Pope into the 
helicopter and aurvayed the 
damage, 'Sergeant Pope sae 
bleeding profusely from where 
hin left leg used to be and 
Was in serious condition. 

The rapid action and 
treatment by the other para-
rescUeman prevented Sergeant 
Pope from becoming an even 
more grim statistic. Several 
weeks later, before leaving 
on a Military Airlift Commend 
C-141 medical evacuation 
f),ght. Sergeant Pope, 

Lart faight for Sergeant Tam 
Pope toot:Earl, who loot hfg 
Loft leg from enemy gunfire 
on an Ell , k3 he was five 
gunner for 	JanwarY 1969 - 
Frog, -Left to right: 
Liaurrnant Cotonel Rataliff, 
Sergeant Pope, and Sergeant 
D.C. Johnoon. 
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SERGEANT POPE'S SACRIFICE AND A PROMISE TO RETURN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA — Tom Pope is a 

most uncommon man among uncommon 
men 

Sergeant Thomas R. Pope is only 22 
years old. 

He was one of only 68 men in South-
east Azle authorized to wear the distinct-
ive maroon beret of the Aerospace Res-
cue and Recovery Service's select corps 
of pararescuemen. 

Until recently he screed with the 40th 
ARRS, home of the "Jolly Green Giant" 
rescue helicopters, at Udorn Royal Thai 
Air Base. 

When he left for his new assignment 
at Wilford Hall Hospital, Lackland AFB, 
San Antonio, Tex., he vowed to return to 
Southeast Asia within two years. 

His vow isn't uncommon among the 
men of air rescue. Many of the 68 PJs 
(parareseuernen) in the war zone are on 
their second and third tours of duty here. 

But even among the men of air rescue, 
the sergeant from Midwest City, Okla-
homa, is uncommon. 

In fact, not only was he one of 68 to 
wear the maroon beret, but he is one of 
only 74 men-of the 3d Aerospace Rescue 
& Recovery Gp., the most decorated unit 
in the annals of aviation history, to be 
awarded the Purple Heart. 

lie also wears the Distinguished Flying 
Cross, the Bronze Star and the Air 
Medal. 

lie is personally responsible for having 
saved the lives of four persons during his 
combat tour in Southeast /tab. 

• Sergeant Pope came to the war zone 
with the first of the 1111-53 "Jolly Green 
Giant BUFF" (big ugly fat fellow) rescue 
helicopters in late 1967. He flew his 
first mission three days before Christ-
mas. When his tour was due to end last 
December, he extended for another 
tour. 

During his 13 months in SEA, Tom 
Pope flew a total of 142 combat mis-
sions and compiled more than 324 hours 
of combat flying in the fastest, biggest, 
highest-flying helicopter in the Air Force 
inventory. 

In January 1969 Tom Pope flew his 
last mission. 

It was a hot, duty day like most any 
other January day. It was 99 in the 
shade and "hotter'n hell" for the downed 
pilot on the ground, even though the 
day's first light barely shone. He had 
been on the ground overnight, surrounded 
by enemy troops, and had taken refuge 
sometwo-thirds of the way up a 100-foot 
tree. 

While airbursts from anti-aircraft wea- 
pons framed them, the men of the Jolly 

protective "daisy Green - circled by a 
chain" of A-1 "Sandy" fighters of World 
War II vintage - came onto the scene 
hovered, and made the pickup in less 
than five minutes time. Tracer fire from 
the left was drawing closer. Less than a 
mile from the recovery site, however, 
the enemy scored a direct hit on the 
BUFF. 

The events which followed, like many 

in rescue operations, would read lilac an 
adventure story. 

Miraculously, only one person was in- . jured. It was Sergeant Pope- He had ta 
ken a hit in his left leg, lost consid- 
erable blood and was in serious condition 
when hospitalized. Only the rapid ac- 
tion of his fellow crew members and the 
survivor _himself prevented the PJ from 
becoming an even more grim statistic. 

His leg had to be amputated. 

Several weeks later, before leaving on 
a Military Airlift Command C-141"Stax-
lifter" medical evacuation flight, Ser-
geant Pope made one last flight on his 
favorite "bird" ...the H H-53 "Jolly Green 
Giant BUFF." 

While his fellow crewmembers stood 
solemnly by, fighting back the tears 
which welled up in their eyes, Sergeant 
Pope, smiled, joked and did what he had 
done with other survivors in the pa 
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... cheered them up in a moment of con-
cern, 

"He was the most courageous man I 
ever met, " said Colonel HoHon W. 
Bridges, commander of the 3d Aero-
space Rescue and Recovery Group. 
- never forget the sight of Tom 

Pope as  he stood there on the ramp, im-
peccably dressed in his combat fatigues, 
cheering us up. And we were the ones 
who had come to cheer him on. I have 
never attended a more inspiring occa-
sion," 

Before taking his leave, Sergeant Pope 
turned, and with his left elbow resting on 
the crutch arm he raised his right hand 
high in the V-sign made famous by the 
late Winston Churchill. 

"PH be hack in two years," which 
what Sgt. Pope said the two V-shaped 
fingers raised high stood fur. 

For the others there, they stood for 
Victory. The •-nst important victory of 
Sergeant Tot 's young life. 
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