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Bio, Sprott, Arthur R, Jr. Page 1 of 1

SPROTT, ARTHUR ROY JR.

Name: Arthur Roy Sprott, dJr.

Rank/Branch: 04/US Air Force

Unit: 6th Special Operations Squadron PP YL
Date of Birth: 06 January 1937

Home City of Record: Del Ray Beach FL

Date of Loss: 10 January 1969

Country of Loss: Scuth Vietnam

Loss Coordinatesg: 155829N 1975900E (2ZC182690)
Status (in 1973): Xilled/Body Not Recovered
Category: 3

Aircraft/Vehicle/Ground: AlH

Refno: 1358

Other Personnel in Incident: (none missing)

Source: Compiled by Homecoming II Project 01 September 1990 from one or more
of the following: raw data from U.S. Govermment agency scurces,
correspondence with POW/MIA families, published socurces, interviews.

Updated by the P.0.W. NETWORK 1998,

REMARKS :

SYNOPSIS: The Douglas Al Skyraider ("Spad")} is a highly maneuverable,
propeller driven aircraft designed as a multipurpose attack bomber or
utility aircraft. The Spad was first used by the Air Force in
counterinsurgency operations in South Vietnam, and later used in a variety
of roles, including rescue missions. The fighter aircraft was retired in the
spring of 1968 and had flown in more than twenty model variations, probably
more than any other U.S. combat aircraft.

The general procedure for a rescue escort entailed two Al aircraft flying
directly to the search area to lock for sign of the downed crewmen while two
other Als escorted the rescue helicopter to the area. If it was necessary,
the Als would attack enemy in the area with bombs, rockets and cannon fire
go that the helicopter could land,

MAJ Arthur R. Sprott, Jr. was a Spad pilot assigned to the 6th Special
Operations Squadron at Pleiku Airbase in Vietnam. He was assigned to assist
a rescue effort on January 10, 1569. En route to the target area, his
aircratt was struck by hostile ground fire and crashed. His remains were
never recovered. Sprott's loss occurred approximately 20 miles southwest of
Da Nang in Quang Nam Province, South Vietnam.

Nearly 2500 Americans were lost in Southeast Asia during our miltary
involvement there. Since the war ended, thousands of reports relating to
Americans missing in Southeast Asia have been received by the U.S.
Government. The official policy is that no conclusive proof has been
obtained that is current enough to act upon. Detractors of this policy say
conclusive proof is in hand, but that the willingness or ability to rescue
these prisoners does not exist.

Those hundreds said to be still alive and in captivity must be wondering if
and when their countxy will return for them. In America, we say that life is
precious, but isn't the life of even one American worth the effort of
recovery? When the next war comes, and it is our sons lost, will we then
care enough to do everything we can to bring our prisconers home?
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Robert LaPointe

From: Lopez John - Contractor MSTF [lopezjo@lewis.army.mil]
Sent: Friday, January 04, 2002 9:15 AM

To: rlapointe@gci.net'

Subject: Sandy Losses

My name is John Lopez and I am a frequent visitor to your website. For many
years I've had an interest in the air war over SEA, especially the out
country war. Over the years I have put together a log of aircraft losses
over both North Vietnam and Laos. Based on my info, I have the following
for Sandy losses:

CPT Richard J. Robbins USAF 602 ACS AlE (Call Sign Unknown) 19 April 1966
Near Mu Gia Pass, Laos. During SAR for a downed O1F, Cpt Robbins was shot
down by 37mm AA while flying low over the crash site. The O1F pilot was
killed in the crash and remains returned in 1998. Cpt Robbins wasg never
recovered.

CPT Leo S. Boston USAF &02 ACS AlE (Call Sign Unknown) 30 April 1966 80
NW Hanoi, NVN. During SAR for downed RF101C, Cpt Boston disappeared without
a trace. It was not until after the war that the USAFconfirmed that he had
been shot down by a MIG-17. The RF101C pilot was captured.

Maj Thecdore &. Schorack Jr. USAF 602 ACS AlE Sandy 31 9 June 1966 25 SW
Pong Hoi, NVN.

CPT Robert I. Bush USAF 602 ACS AlE Sandy 41 9 June 1966 25 SW Dong
Hoi, NVN. Lost during SAR for downed F105D. The downed pilot was recoverd
but as the rescue force was egressing the AO both Sandys collided and
crashed. Both pilots presumed KIA.

CET Herbert C. Nichols USAF 602 ACS AlE Sandy 31 1 Sep 1966 13 NW Dong
Hoi NVN. During SAR for a downed F104C, Cpt Nichols and his wingman were
struck by 37mm AA. The wingman flew back to Thailand where he bailed and
was rescued. No trace was ever found of Cpt Nichols. The F104C pilot was
captured.

CPT Allen S. Cherry USAF (Unit Unknown) AlE (Call Sign Unknown) 9 Aug
1967 Southern NVN. Information I have was that Cpt Cherry was lost during
SAR for a downed RF4C. I have no details other than both. RF4C crewmen were
captured. Cpt Cherry's remains were returned in 1997.

MAJ Donald E., Westbrook USAF 602 ACS AlE (Call Sign Unknown} 13 March

1968 LS 85, Laos. Information I have is that he was shot down during SAR
for personnel that were possibly E&E from LS 85 after it was overrunned 11
March. Other reports say he was flying CAS in support of the fight at LS

85. I don't have any details.

MAJ Henry A. Tipping USAF 6 ACS AlH (Sandy 11) 2 July 1968 Hit 17 NW
Dong Hoi NVN, crashed in SVN. This was the Scotch 03 SAR (F105D). During
the 2d day, Maj Tipping was hit by 37um AA and was forced to head back to Da
Nang. He crashed enroute in Quang Tri Province SVN. Remains were never
recovered. The F105D pilot was rescued.

MAJ Arthur R. Sprott USAF 6 ACS AlH Spad 12 10 Jan 1969 20 SW Da Nang,
SVN. Enroute to SAR in Laos when Maj Sprott and his wingman were both hit
by ground fire near Da Nang and bailed. Maj Sprott's parachute failed to
fully deploy and he was KIA. SAR forces unable to recover remains. Wingman
was recovered,





















































































































































































































Det 12, 38 ARRS Unit History January - HMarch 1969 12-10
pilot that it was clear to take off. At that time a dullet nit the
communication junction box, knocking out the hoist operatorts inter-
phone, In accordance with owr pre-pickup briefing Pedro 20 wag facing
the mouth of the canyon, apolied power and gained forward speed, while
maintaining lsvel flizht. A gunship still adninistering sunnressive

S

fire wos approaciiin Fedro 20 head-on. s it veer.d Hc .2 lefi,
Pedro 20 acceleratzd wiile malding a descent down tue canyon. The PJ°
and RS began %o untie the survivor who had been attached to the forest
penetrator by two straps and tied on with a ropve harness similar to

tnat used in the MHeGuire recovery., These additional tie-downs were
unecessary and only delayed tihe recovery and denarture of tie rescue
helicopter. DPedro 20 maintained apoproximately 500 feet above the
terrain while flying approximately one and a half miles to the mouth of
the canyon and turning into the next valley toward iha Tranz. 3Both
pilots were looking for the first clear area to land in, however the
entire valley was coversd witi dense foliaze. Tive niles from the
recovery site a precautionary power-on landing was completed in a clear-
ing approximately 200 feet in diameter, and the engine shutdown. The
rotor brake, which was later found to be dameged by ground fire, was
inoperative. The survivor had been placed on a litter and was evacuated
from the aircraf%. He was transferred to an escorting Army Ud-1

helicopter for transportation to the hospital at lha Trang. One combat

save was recorded,
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