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l. [U) Thie report is subrottteil IAW ARIIS|I 55-2t ]ARffip Sup 1, datetl 15 Apr
'69:

2. rAt L7291, Nba.'Irang'IcrEr notifieri Detachnent 12 th8t a, DaJl uas bleetr{ng .:

to tlaetb two niles SE of Nba [rang AB. No I\rrther inforuation was arall- .: '

tle, at the lbi.m. Toner sal.d the.t g forest penetretor would be requlretl enil
firrther informtlon vorld be available fron a FAC flyfug over the lnJureit
Edril &nd rerluested that the ale:rt aircnaft soralblc tmedlately. Petlro 20
sorbDbled aE 171fi,. Enrolte oontaot nas nad€ on IIffi with WaI-t 10r a FAC

orbflt{ng tho eite. Ee p've Pedro a head.ing of ?JO degreas and told us to
oflhb t9 1r,)O0 or {1000 feetl etating he rras at 41000 feat. . Ee contlnuedr l' statlng thst tuo helloopters bad been shot out of the valley eerller that
ilaJi. . Pedro 20 BCC tnqulreil lf a,raa nas boetlle. When advieed efftroattvel

'the'creu douneil flak veeta. At U4C,L Pedlo artlvBA on soere at JIOOO feet.
Walt ]0 edvleed Pettro to orbLt until amival of gunships end requeete0 ea-

, elur'lanoe. Ptrtlro had tno horrs fuel renalalngl. Tbe orrw brlefeal eu€rg9noy
: prooailnree ln prseparatlon for hostLle flre and poaeiblo oasualties durl'rg

thrc tlne.
,ir: 1.t At 1,745t l{olfpaok 70t e fiUgbt of t}rree tlE-}Ljunshfpa arrived. Ebey

-: ,vleua}ly locatetl the grornrl part& five BeoonffSohool etud.ente and thett
advlEor, by their snoko elgpal and pen grrn flareo and began 'nnlting repeatetl
pasoos over th€ tean flrlng rookets a.nd. nlnigurs to euppreee the an6{fr

, Ehq Rsoondo tcau vas plnaed dour at tho 1500 foot leveL on a aElI rltlge oa
the glale of a cteep-ral1ed.; ileusely jungLetl os.nyor which- rose rapid,ly frm
tbe valIey beIou., At U5€[., Pedro 2O res notlfled by the grurships anil l{alt
,O,tbat tha area ras rea$r for the pickup. We d.esoended to 2'OOO feet and
entered, the oa;nJronr 36s3{n{ng oa the SW ildE opposLte the plckup sLte.. A!
a left desoeld{n8 }80 eegree tnm to the slte rnas being oompleted., tb

. hslloopter ras r&kcd. by ttre erploeion of a olosely pl.acetl euppressi,ve
rmket, At tble poi.ntr wlth the gunshlpo ftring rockets antl niniguns to
lnpaot ln the area of tbe appreoh, AIC Reyaoldrs and Sgt Capper observtd

, -encny traoer flro. fhey later steted bullets were golng lrr all dlraotlonsl .

. tn ed&{tlon, to those fnon the gutmhrp ninlgrrns. Branchsg rrere fallrng end
rrhole topo 6f treea r€ne betag blorrn apart ulttrtn 10O feet of Pe*ro 20; I
brought iUe hetfoopter to a hovcr 10 feet above the treas dlreotly orcr ths
yeflorr smokp eignBl fro {rhc grountt party vlth ibe oaaJron vel} rLsing to , ,ori rtght s,tde. As the snoke nas dlgaipet€d by ttre rotor blastr Sgt Capperrt
vh6 veq slt,t{Tg 1l the raar of the oablal slgLted tha tea,n 15O feet to the
req,r. lWe t,o?bid beohrard, oltobing to evoltl trecs hlsber up tf" riilge to
the rear. ,lfaJe Kaancroba,k nonitorad the ho,verr lnstnuo€atel an([ gushtp
aotlv1.t5l. aurl remBtrsd prepared, to assum oontrol of the hel.ioopter if tha
RCC rnrg lrr.t by ftp Auring tJrc reeoverT. Atrmlr Reyaoltls assirnetl tlie ilireo-
tloa of tbcr hover aad begao lorcttng tbe foroet penetrator through a taa
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Junglo. tEs Eeoouito teao was plnned. ilora by eDsry and' suppmstp fllcr 
'trda[rnenUar6 vexc lytrg f,Iat on tbc grorad to avolil beirg hit. l)urlng t+9

Uov{r nUfol lastaal tea ntnntesl the tntenslty of both the grornil ftre and
erqpreecfuo ftre inoreased, great\y. At onc tl6 tb rooket gu6 min{gu[ flr€
t.l- t B""tlng so oloee to the hovering tielloopter a,nd Reoond.o tean thet tb!
teane feerlrrg thelr aafetyl lequoEteil the gt:ashlps not to flre so oloto.
E61re7er vbgrr assuted the gurshlps knew uhere ell partlee rrar€l tbc aooelera-
tciL supprcsslve flre continued. Approxi-mately flve nlautes vas rcquLrcd to
fasten tUe tnjlrrcil mn to th6 forsst penetrator. Ihrrlng tbe hwer tbe he11-
oopter begen reoelving grornil ffule. Sergeant Ceplnr, Eltttrg ln tbc rear of
tfie oalto-oril grrarAlfi tho rraar approaob, begBn r-turntng flre wltb hlg U-16
rl.f;Le. As tha lnJurad E4n yas raLeed to the loner trae oanopyl he beoam
enton6Led tn tha tree brarob.c. AIC Reynolile, renalnlng erpoocd tn tb. door-
way of tbe lholLoopter, ras nequ.tred to re!.se and. lorrEr tho holct sEvoral
tt.lss a,nd nauurlly nanlpulate the oeble to llee the lnJurett thrtnc d.englltlg,
JO feet bel"ftr. Onoe ftccdr h6 rne raleed to lrhe oebln door, whcre AIC Bsf-
nolds brouht hLu irglde. At thls tlrne e bullet entered the pllotrE doorr
paset-ag througb thc ooo$lt oelltng b€htril the p1lot and rnBturlng the ca.
gtrc o11 oooler. Eot elqtae ot1 begaa spartag sut of the top rsar of ths
oookplt, ooverlng botrb pllotcl the cntlnc qooklrltr aud noec buble rlth oLI.
EnglD€ oll 1l:sarsure lnmgd,latcly reat to cero aud tJre Heng{.ne oL1 lorrr aud
rmstar oeurtlon llgbtcn lllunltretcil. l{aJor f,ernrohekl nonl.torlng tb€ lD-
atnrnantsl gutoklgr esgergod tha damp rrLtlc Ccpt trtoholaon nalatalncd r
rteedgr hovorr m the sraylag tree topc.

4. Alrnar Be;raoltle lalif tho Greavor iloua in the oablar nlth the foreat
lnnotrator attaoheil, and. advlscd, th6 pllot lt vas olea,r to take off. At
tbat tl'lo rr bullet htt ths oounloatlon Junotlon bore }oookfug ort tbc
holst opcrrtorre lnterpbonc. Pedro 20, f,aofrg the north of the oan$ront
gafugd forrrartt e1rcd, nlntalntng lavel frllght. lhcad ons gurfrcr ntl.e and
Iem] rit{r Pcilro 20 ms a gunship m a atraffne 4rril roohat IBs6r epproaohtag
head-oa. lFbc ilaparturc of Pc<lro 20 vas slorsal oolsldsrable for fear of b€fng
htt by the orrlaeaso or porslble oolIlalon. It voered to Pedrore leftl s.lpn-
lng Fadro bo aooelcrate by nrU'rg a degoeat iLown the oauroa. Ertrerely dgor"
grcy-brom gnohe obeouleil tbe u1rynr half of thc tsnl fi.ns. Sergeant Cagpcr
rnd Lfu"nen, Bcyaoltls began to uutte lLrtne PFC llbonae Tcaguc, tbe lnJund rar.
Ee ha,il bee,n attaohedl to tha foreat penetrator by firo strape aod tled on vltth
a ropc harnete elaLlar to tbat useal l'r0 the t{oGulre recovBry. 'Th16 second
ttrap enil roln yerir urnrroeosary and onl5r rlclaSred the recovery qld iiapertnrc
of tbe tsaous heltooptar. tlc ulntalnrd approd.natefy 50O feet abovs tJre
tprraia rh,lle fl;rtne approximtcly one aad. a helf nlles to the north'of ths
oanJrotr and trrrn{ng into the nert valley toward Nba Trang. He were looki4g
for the ftrgt olear area to land ln, the entlre valley borng oovered rl{ib
ilease foltrgp. ELve nllee fton tbe reoovar.Ir slte we lanrted ln a clearfug
epprodmt,ely 200 fcet ln qllsrotet, and lmodletcly Ebut tha crr€J.ne d.om,,
lhe rotor bra,b ras tnoprettrr. Sergsant Cepper and. Aiman Reyaoltlo hed,
Deen ooouploil durl.ng tbLe tim rttenptins to rutle the lbr{ne re roln brancrss
aui plaoe hJ-n m t[o llttcr. [poa leadJ.ns th.t craoueted the rurrlwn be-
Bpatb the daoelorat{ng rote bladsc antt began to ennl.np hls uotrlralr. An ',

cloortlog Amy Un-f nettoqptol rlth a ne<Llo abocd, lan(ted aloneatd. ard. tt€
patlent nrrg tra,neferred, to lt for transportatLou to the Sth Ary Eteld
Eoepttcl rt flhe ll,tnaag. Ibe orer of Pedro 20 lrcr{rtely eatebllshail e
ihfenrlve lnrlntcr ane began tenodng all equilmut fron the haliooptcr;
as lt res ihuk aod thana rould be lltt1e llkcllbood of resomrlng tbo

' ,,\
i'-1 , i
fi j,
,: ir
i t:.'l

I.

.,'I,i

ll
I
t{t'

;l

'l

{

l

1
i

:

t.

I
II

i
i

I

2t

:'trr-i ", ', i



,P'.

hslloopter Urat nlgbt. At thls

whtle the rest of Pedtro 20rs orec rBa
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llna Pedro 21 ras 6o6n passing overhead
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enrorte to tlhe rsgoua looatlon."Contaot ylth tbe 8S-1O surrival radlo ras
Peilro 21 that au O-1 ras olroLiag

the slte and lantLad. Ai:man Bey-i
nenaLaed, .to grrard the soeue

to Ilgteohnent L2. (see

Crenuanbers tr6rgr
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Pedro 20
Capt Danlel A. trioholeon
l{aJ, Robert Jl. Keznerchak
Sgt Joseph it. Cepper (RS)
Al0iTtnothg, M. Ilaynold,e (

-nit$*J A4^.".1!u,(*
DAffiEL A. N:ICEOLSOtr, CaPtaiar IISAP
Resoue Crsw C@nBna[sr l

APPROVED: 
I

Q-,g. clg'b-

(ncc)
(nccp)

Ped.ro 21
Let Lt Wlllls J. Thayar (ncc)
I'EJ Richarcl G. IeudEraatc, .fr. (nCCf)
Sgt John I{. Dunbar, ,lr, (m)
Sgt Ja,nes R. Poepichef (nS)

i

--l

I
I

I .,

, :1, i;t;. ':i" // .. I' ,'i;I
- "rl, ',1 1

:::I

!,!rJor, IBAtr

'' . .'.. ':

I

I

t

I

I

I
I

I

I

i
F.
I

I

i
I

I

I

i

I

J:('
.l

t
.i

i

I

i,

i

i
t

.

t,
i

t

'i

''i
(


