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pilot that it was clear to take off. At that time a dullet nit the
communication junction box, knocking out the hoist operatorts inter-
phone, In accordance with owr pre-pickup briefing Pedro 20 wag facing
the mouth of the canyon, apolied power and gained forward speed, while
maintaining lsvel flizht. A gunship still adninistering sunnressive

S

fire wos approaciiin Fedro 20 head-on. s it veer.d Hc .2 lefi,
Pedro 20 acceleratzd wiile malding a descent down tue canyon. The PJ°
and RS began %o untie the survivor who had been attached to the forest
penetrator by two straps and tied on with a ropve harness similar to

tnat used in the MHeGuire recovery., These additional tie-downs were
unecessary and only delayed tihe recovery and denarture of tie rescue
helicopter. DPedro 20 maintained apoproximately 500 feet above the
terrain while flying approximately one and a half miles to the mouth of
the canyon and turning into the next valley toward iha Tranz. 3Both
pilots were looking for the first clear area to land in, however the
entire valley was coversd witi dense foliaze. Tive niles from the
recovery site a precautionary power-on landing was completed in a clear-
ing approximately 200 feet in diameter, and the engine shutdown. The
rotor brake, which was later found to be dameged by ground fire, was
inoperative. The survivor had been placed on a litter and was evacuated
from the aircraf%. He was transferred to an escorting Army Ud-1

helicopter for transportation to the hospital at lha Trang. One combat

save was recorded,
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