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• UCLICC7;: Commander's Letter for January 1968 

rot . All Squadrons & D*tachments, 3ARRGp 

1. The year 1967. was a big one for the Group. Some.of the things 
you've done this year will 7o down in thee  annals of the Air Force !as 
some of the most outstanding accomplishments of the Southeast Asia 
conflict. Among other things, you flew 31, 726 hours while malting 
648 saves, of which 414 were made under combat conditions (see • 
a.tch #1 for breakout of saves). You were awarded 2 Air Force . 
Crosses, 20 Silver Stars, .220 Distinguished Flying Crosses, 50 '• 
Bronze Stars and more than 1400 Air Medals.. These accomplish-, 
ments are the result of not only the individuals who received the. 
awards but the combined team efforts of all personnel. Some paid.. 
dearly for their part in this record. Four of our Men were killed in' 
action and 14 were wounded trying to help others in distress. •-How-
ever., some are going home with more than awards. More than 100 
of you were upgraded to 5 and 7 level through on-the-job training 
while also contributing to the above record. In the area of ground 
safety, we've ended up 1967 in an excellent manner, with no ground' 
accidents in December. In fact, as I am drafting this letter, I note 
that we've experienced no reportable accidents for the past two month 
period (since 7 November). These are substantive accomplishments 
which will be hard to top in 1968.. A1.1 that can be asked is that each 
man do his best. No one can do more. 

2. We have been advised that Headquarters USAF has reduced the 
crew manning ratio for HH-3 -.E.1 and HH-53B aircraft from 2.0 to 1.5 

• - : 	per authorized aircraft. This does not mean that we will have an im- 

p 

	

	mediate crew reduction and Mass shipment back to CONUS. Instead, . 
.there'will be a gradual' reduction in ratio as crew Members rotate,  . • 

,...........„,7 

- , j  14Plv  • 	but in all probability, the 1.5 lev' el will not be . reached.until mid 1968.. 

	

( 	0 ' We're presently manned to approximately the 1.7 level in the HI-1.-3E.... 

: However, this is based o'n authorized aircraft which exceeds on hand • 
l'/I- 
1.1tt-' 	

aircraft by five. The average flying time per crew member is cur- : 
,- 	 rently at 30 hours per month but may be expected to gradually in- -:.. 

crease to 40 to 45 hours per month as the Crews rotate. •• We feel this 
is realistic and will enable more copilots to be upgraded in a shorter: 
period. In connection with upgrading, we have again queried higher : • 
headquarters as to the status of our 29 Jun.67 request to lower, the 
requirement for 350 total-helicopter hours for RC.CP:upgra.ding tO a 
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ATTN : 3C 

Monthly Commander's Letter 
lidie#4- 4.04 

: Brigadier General Allison C. Brooks 
Commander 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service 

1. Literally and figuratively, we wound this month up with a bang. 
Eon The VC attack on 31 January 1968 against the major cities of South 

r, Viet Nam was not entirely unexpected but the viciousness of the 
attacks was unparalleled. Here at Tan Son Nhut, ej,12 VC were atrt-1 A 	 1-411 I4. 	4:ke. 	 11C Yr 1 f' 	en,4- oNI, 4- el 	a 

J. 	.•4„...yr,1,1,!..: • 	AL4 4 	 I Lae O IAA G 

the perimeter iactuaf bod-y,LoaLait . Snipers were within the canton- 
meat area for more than 24 hours. One sniper was operating from 	• 

(iolonels  Beaudy  anti Musick stayed 
hi3.153._f_.,,b,,P officer's club, _directly across the stRes&.f..x...m6.0_11,W,Anr 

In two nights before the assault. 
Our people behaved well and no casualties were incurred within the 
Group. At Pleiku, one HH-43 was pretty badly beaten up by shrapnel 
from a. 122min rocket which impacted at the end of the revetment the 	• 
aircraft was parked in. This bird needs about 35 parts and some 
sheet metal work but is reparable within the capabilities of the unit, r-nrl 
with base support. At TaiCson. Nhut, Det 14 aircraft received some Li:c./ Lit4  

bullet holes but were flyable throughout the period. At Danang, the r-jT•i? 
Jolly Greens and Pedros provided sustained, around-the-clock evac- 
uation of incoming casualties being received from the DMZ area and 
flown to Danang by C-130's. 0vertd4Lcasualties were evacuated 
from Danang to the Naval Hospital and the hospital ships Sanctuary 
and Repose by the 37th and Det 7, 38th, in the six day period starting 
31 January. Although these statistics will not show as saves, the 
sustained perforrnnnce of our Dan rang,people, was outstanding. 

la.=-1:T.CT.irlIzAorsotaxiumaA 

2. One non-personnel casualty to fall by the wayside as a result of 
the attack is our new, apamrd_kcility for Det . 14 here at Tan San 
Nhut. Construction had been scheau1;71 317 ralron 4 February; 
however, as a result of the difficulties encountered in getting off- • 
base personnel back to the base, General Momyer has directed 	 - 
all construction efforts be directed towards on-base housing. This 	• 
is most frustrating as we had done quite a selling job to get the 
base behind the effort. A 7AF programming action directive has 

rtf, 
been published which has an end objective of having all personnel  
billeted on base by June 1968. Judging by this, it will be July be- 

C=Ixamaz,,m•sT*.z fore the Red Horse people can get to our project. 

- 
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3. General iviomyer'S letter to Lieutenant General Holzapple s  DCSV.:00(1.4=-1 
Research and Development, Hq USAF, containing ou input on  
placement aircraft for the HH-43, was dispatched on 29 January 1968. *1-.- 
It refei-TITTE7gAt •  c--a=r7---tce ST.--Zi- aence c1 ih-e-HH--77.1:mTra."6 

 also points out that this aircraft would not,r1. 13plicate the requirement_ 
for the 1-Iy_:-Ajyr,p14.13-1:53 but would provide an increased range and fr,j 0C -1/41 
capability in those areas where larger, long range helicopters are 
not normally available. So that it is clear that we are not seeking 
new development, the letter also states that the requirement could 
be satisfied by modification of one of several helicopters in current 
production. In view of lack of 7AF support for a SEAOR, it appears 
that this may be the best means from this end for getting additional 
four-star and Air Council level support for the replacement aircraft. 

4. Our helicopter copilots were pleased to finally get the word that 
the 350 hours of helicopter time requirement for upgrade has been 
reduced to 275 hours by MAC. Although this is not as low as we would 
have liked it, this level provides hope for some of the copilots to 
upgrade during their tour in SEA who could not possibly have done, so 
otherwise. I know Colonel Beall worked hard on the reclama to support 
our position and we ar:spreciate his efforts on our behalf. 

5. In last month's letter to you, I referenced a request for a manpower 
survey which PARRC had forwarded to MAC. Colonel Smith has ad-
vised that MAC has disapproved the request, which is disappointing and 2.9 
difficult to understand. When we lost our in-house manpower shop in 
Hq ARRS, it was my understanding that the MAC Management Engineer- 
ing Teams would provide ARRS with manpower evaluations. Since the 
Group was organized in January 1966, no on-site manpower evaluations 
have been made and there appear to be many anomalies in our author-
izations. For example, the 37ARRS is authorized a Supply Officer while • 
the 39ARRS is not  authorized one, even though it is a larger unit, nor 
are any of the large Detachments authorized one. In the area of Personnel 
Technicians, there is a complete dis•ari between similar its. The 

a 	 • 	 .- 	 .• 

37ARRS is authorized five technicians with a lvISgt, a Tech Sergeant,' and 

three Staff Sergeants; Det . 1, 37ARRS is authorized three, one MSgt, one 
TSgt, and one SSgt; Det 2, 37ARRS is authorized only one Technician,. 
a TSgt; and 39ARRS, although larger than the 37ARRS is authorized only 
two technicians, one MSgt and one SSgt. With all these variations in 
authorizations, it is interesting to note that the Group Headquarters, 
supposedly senior, is authorized only three technicians headed by a SSgt 
with two Sgts, all five level. The Administrative Specialist area is even 
in worse shape in distribution of authorizations and grade structure. In 
view of the move of the 39ARRS to Tuy Hoa, the pending deactivation of 



39ARR81 and the pending activ:atiorlofjhr.,01.1„ juis., I believe a al :7J 
manpower survey and on-site evaluation i_11,..eqsent_ial to establish  
ingful and functional Unit Manning Documents.  

6. OL-1, 39ARRS, is still on the books at Udorn although the personnel 	4 

,tare at Tuy Hoa. Each Monday, the HC-130 is rotated alonFr with the 
crew and four maintenance _personnel. During the month of Jaivary, 
his aircraft wasJ,Lirnste_t_ ime lue to a re-

quirement for a third Crown aircraft, and three times on an emergency 
• 

basis. This seems to support the position for mai=ng an=rt 
aircraft at Udorn. No difficulties are being encountered with parking 
space or base support and it is the opinion of all concerned that this 
will be a continuing requirement for the foreseeable future. 

7. This letter will be shorter than my usual monthly letter since the 
visit of Colonels Beaudry and Musick will provide you with a wealth of 
first hand information which would be only reiterative in this letter. 
We were all highly sopreciative of the opportunity to host the Vice .  

Comrnr,naer and theLiCSiiviateria reii.TeriarOm their visit a 
great deal. The presentaticTnitolonel Beaudry on the future of 
ARRS and the status of the approved increased force structure were 
particularly well received, since most personnel are enthusiastic about 
remaining part of ARRS and want to know where they will fit in the 
future. It was a rather whirlwind visit but I'm sure both of the visitors 
feel that they were warmly welcomed. Enclosed are a set of slides 
taken on our visit to various units whickLbons.alloaldjUgzary will 
narrate fclzasztaff. These are not exactly of professional quality 
but they may give the staff some idea of how our bases and units look. 
Attachment #1 identifies each slide by number. 

8. Monthly mission summary: 

Non- 
Combat Combat  USA....._ USN USMC USA ARVN  VNAF  CIV  ROE: 

 HH-53 	 0 	0 —ii—  0 	0 	0 	0 0 

HH-3E 	18 	3 	10 	0 	0 	0 	11 	0 	o 0 

HH-43 	18 	21 	5 	7 	3 	11 	0 	4 	3  6 
Total 	44 	24 	23 	7 	3 	11 	11 	4 	3 	6 

c?•2-.31.'t • 

 

PAUL E. E. LESKE, -Colonel, USAF 
Commander 
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. 	 tandardiza_ti8::: ,61. location of weapons in 	 is a subject , 
I shall get the Group Operations staff to pursue. We have guns hanging 
or ,sitting in 15 or 20 different locations in our 43's and I don't think 

k 	
iz k - 	this is necessary or desable. Another_ item on weapons that caught 

..") 
 

our eye at Det 9, Pleiku.„ is the use of the grenade launcher mounted 
c'  9‹ 	On. the M-16 rifle. The designation is the XM148 which fires a 40mm 

round with a lethal circle of five meters. Det 9 claims that this 
. Weapon can be used with. great accuracy from a moving helicopter. 
We'll look into what: neea to be done to get these launchers authorized 

-for all helicopter crews and will advise as soon as possible. 
1, . 	, 

d.: Colonel Musick is a pretty tall man and nearly banged his 
head a couple of times on the armor guarding the transmission on the 
cabin ceiling of the HH-3E. • He suggested that it might be a good 	- 

-.idea to blunt the -metal edges with a garden hose split down one side. 
!isre, 	This sounds like a prettYinexpensive and useful fu.. which doesn't in- 

. 4k,t• .* : rvolve approvals or modifications. You might look around your air-
craft and apply this idea to any other'sharp edges which could cause . 

•- '_injury to personnel. • 

3. 1 have previously commented - on making requirements for new and 
improved operational capabilities known by use of AFR 57-1. This is the 
Air Force mechanism for equipping our forces with aircraft and life 
support equipment. The objective is to keep ahead of the game and have 
the new and improved capabilities ready when a threat arises. This 
can be done at all levels of command but, curiously enough, those re-
quirements stated by the people 1,1,1-io use the equipment in the field 

• hold greater credence than those originated in a headquarters. AFR 
57-1 used to be a difficult document to cope with because a technical 
description of the new requirement was mandatory. Emphasis is now 
on identification of a deficiency, the operational capability needed, and 
possible solutions, if you have suggestions. Recommended solution or 
not, submit deficiencies and new ideas. Don't limit yourself by con-
sidering the weight penalty of another piece of equipment. New light-
weight materials and miniat-nrization have opened the door for our use 
of some rather sophisticated equipment. If you hear somebody saying, 
"Why don't they do this or that," respond with "Why don't you state a 
requirement for it?" Quit talking about it; get it on paper and send it 
to us. For your information the following is a partial list of Southeast . 
Asia operational requirements ZSEAOR's) submitted and approved under 
AFR 57-1 pertaining to SAR forces. 

a. Airborne Ground-Fire Warning device. 

b. Miniature Suvival Radio. 

c. Helicopter Cross Weight and CC Indicator. 

d. Countermeasures for Opticai/Visual Aimed Weapons, 

op_ggcc /,-460kiwt :Ly - Lrx S FGE c. 	cdu PAUL e. 
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euweci, Commander's Letter for February 1968 	 4 . 	r.,.." 	_4911,  ...... 9  

T°  - Ail'Scruadrons & Detathments, 3ARRGp .  

.1. • On 28 February, Major, Dale Oderman and his Jolly Green crew of 

Det 1; .37.ARRS:1 at Nakhon Phanom Made the 1000th combat save .since 

rescue oi.erations started in SEASIA in 1964. The recovery was up 
near the Mu Chia pa ss and had all the ingredients of a -  good Story; an • 

p4.1ot. with 79 missions completed; two broken legs; a first sa:ve 

for the RCC; a -descent into the jungle by the RI; the 21st save for the 

Pj; Sgt :foe Duffy, on a 6 month tour extension; and a bit of hostile ••: 
action in the neighborhood. *. We brought the crew to TSP.4 and did a TV 
panel. type discussion film at AFVN studios. All the major networks 
bad camera coverage; NEC, ABC, CBS,. BBC,' and AFN, Without. - 
many prehrninaries , the cameras slarte.d. grinding andthe crew told • 
the story of their individual participation in the mission (withal:4 . a 

note% 	 about a half ho ,ir stint in front of the CCI3nuras , we 

:f.r.r:vil to 71:e 	 Saes 1)7- 1::3 .:.c Affairs Office 	&PAO) 

Tt., 1 .1" sess -..ozi Lefore: 60 to 70 press reprebi,::...0. -ati..es 

fro:n...-.;14-)ver tho w 	 tile re had been a combat photo- 

grapher on 1:oard th ,2 N1-1-3E 	til.w; mission an the 1;1T-..1 	;:hOWLI 

L.; es.solitially a repeat of the TV presentation an:ia c..:!es'oon 
answer se sion. According to the 7AF Director of Tnforniatiori :  

f‘01. 	.101. 	fl8.:E.0 CY;:t of the 1000th save. Evidently Saigon .most. 
1:e i..retty• ro..h ity because the crevr members told. me later tha.t 

zhey' ,.i prefer to go to North Vietnam anytime rather than go through 

hat r 

2.. In early February an al-f-43 engaged in a night recovery m:saion 

• 1,slaK shot lown. The del-:riefs of the crew members and the Army 

Dvstoii pic.t reve.akt: facts which should be considered in tbe "lessons 

A 	learned" category and which may be applicable to your unit. The 
1.1 

	

,5 	,two ir.).1.ot..5 were not wearing their survival vests at the time they were 

S='1 

	

	ir;t1•0.:.!:1". •ad p3aced them on the floor of the cockpit next to the seat. . 
/' During the L-rasii, the pt's vest and :Nil..!16 rifle were A.1€d from 

' • t...0, ` 	c..0  

	

i5.0 6 	the aircraft by the branches of the trees through which they were de- 

P6.°) 	
scerAing. The co-pilot's vest was to his left rear next to the seat 

,:trid when 	reached for it he found it was already in flames. Al- •. 
though the pararescueman was wearing his vest properly, when he • 

rt-\79 
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was exiting the aircraft exploded and his clothing caught fire. Be-
cause he had to stiip off his cl?thirig, tbi! survival gear was destroyed 
by fire. Once on :the ground, the three surviving crewmembers were 
without signaling devices - except for a flashlight which one of them had 
in his pocket. The loss of the survival radio by all the crewmembers 
was a critical factor which could have been disastrous according to - 
the pilot of the Army elicopter which-picked them up sometime 
later. He stated that had the downed crewmen attempted to signal 
their location by using tracer ammunition or pengun flares, the 
accompanying gunships would have immediately torn up the area. on 
the assumption that the tracers were from unfriendly forces. • Another 
item of considerable interest mentioned by the pilot of the recovery 
aircraft is that Army ground personnel may consider an area secure 
when the necessary approach routes for a helicopter are extremely 
hot. He further stated that he does not consider any area. secure for 
a hoist mission. The commander of the unit that lost the aircraft also 
considers that a number of valuable lessons were learned. He prompt-
ly established the following guidelines within his unit: 

a. Survival and life support equipment will be worn by all crew-
members on all missions. 

b. F.,ac.'n trev..meraber win carry on his person a small flashlight 
and/or cigarette lighter for use as a signaling device ii all other means 

c. All areas will be treated as insecure if the rescue is required 
to, 

as a ...limes res.:at of enemy action. TI the cause is doubtful, the area 
will be considered insecure. 

d. No pickups will be made in any area unless gunships or other 
similar st, pp.ort is actually in close proximity to provide psychological 
suppression to enem7 ground fire. A Spooky at 3G00 ft, while extremely 
effective in destroy-ing ground emplacements, does not provide this 
suppression, nor does the fact that gl:nships are in the general area. 
The enemy troops may not be awa.re that they are there. 

e. Tracer ammo ame. pengvn flares will be used as signaling de-
vices only if .1n postive ra..2.cio contact with the rescue aircraft. 

f. No pickups will be attempted unless the aircraft ma-king the 
p!ckup is in direct. contact with the ground controlling agency or an 
airborne control element that is aware of all facts of the rescue 
requirement. 
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On 28 ,February, ._Major Dale Oderrna.n and his ...TolliGreeri . 6 -ieW'Of 
4- 	

.: 
•::'-• -••••••P: - .. , ...: -- 	Y - .. 	- . ---., 	. 	• 	- - - 	- 	 - . :. 	- 	 - 	 . - :...-., -,, 	--... 	- - - • , 	- -- - ,-,. 	..-..,: -5-,;-;-:-.7,,q--;,.•0:4--,,,,, - ,.,.-4,---: 

Det 1,'-'7ARRS;1 at •Nalchorf:Phanozri 'Made the . 1 .000th Ci:iiiib'at'saii
fttiki, 

 VI e•i-sC-e,' 
7:-• 	-.- -:-:.,.;;:, - •1,. , .. 	 • •••.:-.: 	. 	- 	.• - 	.- .,.. 	..-,....:,... '''k , :'-.= ,':' '''' ',';.%*1'''-5';,f.%-i:i-''..k:7-'.,-:'  
rescue  - ol:erations.  started in SEASIA..in 1964:•: The recoVery•wa.s,Up• -•;:-::••••' 

j-near,.the Mu.Ghia pass and had all the ingredients of a'.good story, an 
Fm.105.p7..tot with :79 rnission.s completed; two broken legS; .-a'first.".?Sa-V-re . ':',:•'' 

: - 
:tor the RCC; a descent:into the jungle by the PS, the 21st save for'the':;', .. 	._ 	....• 	—...: 	.. 	•• 	: 

..,.Pi'; Sgt :foe Duffy, on . a L month .tour extension; and a bit 01. hostile .  ••,..-: '::-.-... 

	

. 	..... 	.. 	. 	. 	, 	. 

	

.:',•...;:.-•'::'• 	,-action in the neighborhood. !,..We br6ught,the•crew to_TSN axici'did . a. :-Ty. ::: 

-....„. ..i .p-'ci.r.'3. 't:-.H 1.. iirpe . " .(1is. •C'•1' s S 1.On.. film 'at .AF's.r.rs..I stddi .c;S: All the Ma SO r..n.:  tw—  a J..'4"c.'S 

,..,7•:'''''' ''': 11 -,  a c- a -rnra -' coverage, N.  :BC, ABC , . CBS ..B'c'C'' ..•' . N 	Wito . '•'h—it it 	':.•-•::•';::'•• 

	

--( r  °''i  - :•' ..". 	. ' 4' 	
, 	, 	...., 	, and A F 

.. • many preliminaries , the cameras started grinding and the crew told ...• 
9  . ,D 9  -• 1(-1 '' t1-. ,.e story,  of their individual particil.-..ation in the mission (witho;:kt: a . - .. 

%) 

 

note. Follov7ing about a half hwir stint in front of the cameras, we 

went :IOWn to the joint 17 ,3.1te.1 States Publ: ■.c Affairs Office ;.:_rIZ''ST:)A0) 

	

. 	!...c.l• a "S'. -zoi,A....-,n- -..i Tell" session. be.fore 60 to 70 press reprcse•AtatiAes 

(ro•zri .....1.1 over the world. Luckily, there had been a combat photo- 

,. ;her on lioaril the:HI-I-31i; ( 1.1-.Jr.:no-  t'he y•Mssion and the f;lra was; .i.hown 

	

- ' -• . 	lollowc.,...: by e-s.sentlaIly a repeal of the TV presentation and a question 

and answer session. Accordiug to the 7.AF Director of lnlorniation ;  

• . -•, ,o fi;01. a '101. 01 r.);.:i•age ovzt of the 1000th save. Evidently Saiqon must. 

• he .prettv rc.r.:..ali n.N....ty because the crew members told me later that • 
.. they'd prefer to go to North Vietnam anytime rather .  than go through 

• 1 -1:at routine again, 	 • . 

	

. 	 . 

	

- ' 	2.. In early February an HH-43 engaged in a night recovery mission . 

•. wa:. shot down, The de .briefs of the crew members and the Army 

	

0  . . 	.)-astoli pilot reyeal.ed facts which should be considered in the "lessons • 
: 	- 

...earned" category and which may be appli .cable to your unit. .The : 

	

0 -  5 . 	two pilots were not wearing their survival vests at the time, they were 
but had placed them on the floor of the cockpit: next. to the seat. : : 

v./ 

' 01(vii ef'S 

 

During the crash, the pilot's vest and . M-,16 rifle were p-,:illed.  from 

	

Y 	
• . 

- the aircraft by the branches of the trees through which they were 

• scenaing. The co - pilot's vest was to his left rear next to the seat -. 

,:tn.c3 when be reached for it he found it was already in flames. Al-
- 

	

. . 	_ though the pa.rarescueman was wearing his vest properly, when he 
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' was exiting the aircraft -exploded and his clothing caught fire. 13e.; 
cause he had to stiip off his clOthirig, thill survival gear was destroyed 
by fire. Once on-the ground, the three surviving crewmembers were 
without signaling devices .except for a flashlight which one of them had 
in his pocket. The loss of the survival radio by all the crewmembers 
was a critical factor which could have been disastrous according,to 	- 
the pilot of the Army elicopter which picked them up sometime 
later. He stated that had the downed crewmen attempted to. signal 

.. their location by using tracer ammunition or pengun flares, the 
,accompanying gunships would have immediately torn up the area on J. 
the assumption that the tracers were from unfriendly forces. -,Another 

item of considerable interest mentioned by the pilot of the recovery 
aircraft is that Army ground personnel may consider an area secure 
when the necessary approach routes for a helicopter are extremely 
_hot. He further stated that he does not consider any area secure for 
; a hoist mission. The commander of the unit that lost the aircraft also 
_considers that a number of valuable lessons were learned. He prompt-
ly established the following guidelines within his unit: 

a. Survival and life support equipment will be worn by all crew-
members on all missions. 

b. Each .--.rew.ineraber will carry on his person a small flashlight 
and/or 'cigarette lighter for use as a signaling device if all other means 

c. All areas will be treated as insecure if the rescue is required 
as a direct result of enemy action. If the cause is doubtful, the area 
will be considered insecure. 

d. No pickups will be made in any area unless gunships or other 
similar support is actually in close proximity to provide psychological 
suppression to enemy ground fire. A Spooky at 3000 ft, while extremely 
effective in destroying ground emplacements, does not provide this 
suppression, nor does the fact that gunships are in the general area. 
The enemy troops may not be aware that they are there. 

e. Tracer ammo and pengun flares will be used as signaling de-
vices only if in positive radio contact with the rescue aircraft. 

• f. No pickups will be, attempted 'unless the aircraft making the 
pickup is in direct. contact with the ground controlling agency or an 
airborn.e control element that is aware of all facts of the rescue 
requirement. 
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1. My letter this month will be more in the form of a battle report 

Hq 3ARROp has been in the middle of the action at Tan Son Nhut 
.;.nd Saigon since the beginning of the TET offensive. Last month I 
briefly sketched the initial attack on TSN and will pick up from that 
point to try to impart a feel for some of the actions as w n lived and 
viewed them. The period 6 through 17 February was characterized 
by efforts to resume a degree of normalcy. The VC remained holed 
up in Chalon and large areas of that portion of Saigon were destroyed 
by house-to-house fighting. A tight curfew was imposed from 1400 
to 0800 for the Vietnamese and from 1700 to 0800 for US Military. 
This was gradually relaxed over the month until it is presently pretty 
much a-dusk to .dawn situation. After sunset, the streets of Saigon 
are completely silent and deserted except for an occasional Vietna-
mese Police or US Military patrol jeep slowly cruising with lights 
Off. Any Vietnamese civilian seen on the streets during curfew is 
subject to being shot on sight. US Military are allowed off base for 
official business only in military vehicles or to proceed directly 
between quarters and assigned place of duty between 0730 and 1900. 
Armed escorts were required for any travel Off base for half the 
month but are no longer necessary. Some pretty simple truths also 
became evident, such as the fact that we, trained military people, —  
could not defend ourselves off base and, in fact, were not permitted 
to possess weapons, except for security personnel and aircrew members. 
This made many personnel ver y  unhappy and I am advised that an 
abundance of letters were written to congressmen by both officers and 
NCO"s assigned to -rsN. I don't know of any letters on this subject 
written by 3ARRGp personnel. 

2. Saturday night the 17th of February was the wildest night in the 
week. At 0100 Sunday morning Charlie let go at TSN for a 15 min-
ute period with an estimated 100 rounds of 122 MM rockets. Later 
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analysis scaled this down to about 60 rounds, which is not an tLisubstantial 

quantity. This attack resulted in 33 aircraft damaged and 6 aireraft_de-
strayed. A C-130 transport directly across the ramp from Det 14 took a 
direct hit which removed everything solid forward of the wing. Det 14 was 
very fortunate since only one small piece of shrapnel hit a Pedro, punching 

a 
 

hole in the plexiglass canopy. Besides the aircraft, several buildings 
were badly damaged and the Base Chapel was destroyed. Of interest is that 
several of our officers are billeted in the BOQ's flanking the Chap-A. Total 
casualties from this attack were 1 KIA (US), 72 WIA (US) and 8 VNAF WIA., 

3. During the following week Charlie started to hit us during daylight hours.. 
On Sunday 24 February, I had just returned from lunch at 1220, sat down at 
my de k and was further assisted in attaining a prone position on the floor 
by a Acket impacting across the street on the old BX. Luckily, this build-
ing was in the process of being converted to offices. However, the rocket 
killed two and wounded four as well as making Charlie's attack just a little 
more personal. Later that day, 21 more rounds poured into the base for a 
confirmed total to end February of 89 rocket rounds on base with 6 just off 

base. Total casualties were 9 KIA (USAF) and 20 ,3 WIA (US) of which 153 
were Air Force, 26 Army, 18 Navy and 4 civilians. 

4. Defense-wise, General Momyer issued a policy letter on 21 February 
providing guide lines to arm personnel living off .base for defending billets 
if attacked. Weapons were issued to all 3ARRGp personnel living off base. 
On 25 February another policy change directed the bunkering of all barracks , 
on base (ours already were) and the construction of personnel bunkers. Every 
month we have reported the lack of a bunker to the 377 CSG as a defense de-
ficiency. Until this program is completed, 10% of our personnel are corn ,- 
mitted to sandbag and construction details around the clock. Meanwhile, 
we got on with our own bunker program and built one in between the two 
buildings in which the headquarters is housed. There was no scarcity of 
both officer and airmen volunteers for this job and we have used it several 
times. As a matter of fact, while I was writing this, two heavy explosions 
occurred nearby and I held an impromptu but. instant Commander's Call in 
The bunker with an enthusiastic 100% attendance. Mat4y - personnel are pretty 
Jumpy and our enlisted personnel are all sleeping on the ground floor of the 
barracks behind the sandbags. Those officers unfortunate enough to have 
rooms on the second floor of the BOQ are sleeping in the headquarters 
bunker at night. We all feel very fortunate that there have been no 3ARRGp 
casualties at TSN thus far. In the midst of the confusion 'two new members 
of the Group reported in for duty and quickly ariktntpel to the ,routine. On 
4 February, Zd Lt Lynn Gormley, our first WAF officer, joined the head-
quarters as Administrative Officer for the 38ARRS. On 10 February I had 
the pleasure of pinning on her First Lieutenant silver bars. Lt Gormley 
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came to us from the 443 MAW at Tinker AFB where she was the Chief of 
Administrative Services. On 8 February, Mrs. Delores Alexander arrived 
from Korea to fill the position of secretary to the Commander. Mrs. 
Alexander has worked for the Air Force in Japan and Korea since 1951 in 
various secretarial capacities in 5AF and 2,14AD, and we feel fortunate to 
acquire her services. Both ladies were billeted in the Auriga Hotel only .  • • 
two blocks outside the main gate at TSN. They considered themeelves . 
fortunate not be billeted on TSN, however, during the week of 18 February. 
two 122 MM rockets impacted within a block of the Auriga, the latter of 
which killed 12 Vietnamese. FN. 3ARRGp now boasts two seasoned combat 
veterans on the distaff side. . 

5, Since much of the hand-to-hand fighting continued in the Chalon area, 
many of us were concerned about the nuns and children at the Viet Hoa 
orphanage, which is in Cholon. We were able to establish telephone con-
tact with the nuns and found that they came through unscathed with no real 
problems. A TET party had been planned for the children on 3 February. 
This, of course, was out of the question and still is, since the VC have been 
particularly vindictive against any Vietnamese employed by, or associated 
with, Americans. The party was planned as a hot dog and hamburger cook-
out, complete with potato chips, pickles, candy and all the things that cause 
stomach aches in the little ones. Perhaps the delay in having the party will 
benefit them in more ways than one. 

6 i know that you are familiar with the medical evacuation missions of the 
37ARRS and Det 7, 38ARRS early in the TET offensive, but would like to 

I, recap the astounding totals accomplished by them through the end of February. 
a I V In the past, Pedro has been handling these missions fairly routinely, aver- P 

1„--' /.4.7 ag1ng about 50 litter patients per month. On 30 January, the 903rd AES 
f,f advised that large numbers of critically wounded personnel could be expected A 

and that more helicopters were needed. The . 37th was requested to help and 
everyone dug in to get the job done. Patients were evacuated to the Naval 
Suppo4Activity Hospital, the Hoepital ships Repose and Sanctuary, and to 
the lei ,d1.AW Field Hospital. During this period, Det 7 also covered 31 
airborne emergencies and flew 14 miscellaneous support missions as well 
as changing an engine and completing three phase inspections. The 37th 
also maintained their (ragged commitments. Due to the engine change and 
NORS - G, 90% of the 11H-43 flyino was performed by a single aircraft. Be-
tween 29 January and 15 February, 83 11H-43 hours were flown, of which 
66 hours were flown on medical evacuation missions. By the end of February, 
1196 personnel had been airlifted by ARRS on medical evacuation missions 



from Danang, 943 by Jolly Green and 853 by Pedro, Although these are not 
counted as saves and, in fact, this mission is not rightfully ours, I have 

directed careful documentation of the effort for inclusion in the Group history 
for possible future references. This also lcoked like a natural for a publicity 
release but MACV would not let it go, probably because of the obvious magni-
tude of casualties. 

7. The JSARC has now been operating in the 7AF Command Center for two 
months and is running smoothly. The direct coordination on-the-spot with 
7AF has ironed out some of the difficulties we previously had with coordinating 
immediate MIGCAP support, tanker support, and border clearances. An 
up-to-the-minute visual display of the mission, in conjunction with the intell-
igence and weather displays which flank the SAR boards, permits rapid 
decisions which previously had to be piece-mealed using telephone inputs. 
I .believe the greatest significance in integrating the SAR control system into 
the Command Center is the exposuee of SAR to the hundreds of officers who 
visit the center. Inevitably, in future wars or exercises, some of these 
officers will be commanders or Senior Staff who will . look for SAR in their 
own Command Centers since SAR is a responsibility of the Air Component 
Commander. The RCC at Monkey Mountain has moved into the new corn- - 

 puterized command and control facility and we expect the Udorn RCC to 
follow suit this month. We have been fortunate to have gained Major Ed 
Weissler as a replacement for Major McLeaish since he is an electronics 
enb'neer and quite familiar with the Seek Dawn Control system. We've - 
given him a fairly sound indoctrination on the rescue business and he is 
currently working on a series of SAR inputs designed to interface the SAR 
force with the computerized command and control system. By utilizing 
tape storage and computer displays, it will be possible to give real time 
azimuth, distance, and time information about the potential rescue directly 
to the SAR task force. Intelligence information, vectors around known 
hostile areas 	aircraft warnings, and egress data should also be 
made immediately available to our fo-ces. A meeting is to be hold at Udorn 
on 10 March for a final review of Project Seek Dawn. Major Weissler will . 
attend to insure that rescue gains maximum benefit from the implementation 
of the system. More information will follow as it becomes available. 

A. The outlook of many of our helicopter pilots will certainly improve now 
that we have the long sought reduction in the helicopter time required for 
those with 1000 hours flying time to qualify as RCC. This redoction to 150 

Viniarts is a major concennion by MAC, and one that has long been needed. 
Colonel .Smith furnished us with a copy of your letter to MAC which appar-
ently was the catalyst required. Since the Group does not have an 111-1-3 
flight examiner aboard at the present time, the Aircrew Standardisation 
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Pilots from the 37ARRS and Det 1, 37ARRS will be utilized on a reciprocal 

basis to conduct initial flight evaluations of pilots who qualify under the new 
criteria and are recommended by their respective commanders. The 
Standardization Pilots from the 37ARRS and Det 1, 37ARRS met with the 
Group Standardization Board on 27 February 1968 for briefings and instruc-
tions concerning the administration of initial qualification flight evil' tions. 
The HH-53 Standardization Pilot will be designated Group Standardization 
Pilot for the purpose of administering the initial upgrade program. A 
member of the Group Standardization Section will check the candidates' 
paper work and accompany the unit Standardization Pilot as Group monitor 
on initial qualification upgrade flights. These procedures will insure that 
sve achieve complete objectivity in Standardization and continue to maintain 
a strong program within the Group. This method of operation for HI-I-3 
units will continue only until we have a qualified HH-3E Pilot Flight Exam-
iner assigned to the Standardization Section. 

9. Colonel Godbey and his AFLC Materiel Assistance Team visited our 
HH-53 and HH-3E units during the period 4-11 February. They were tasked 
by General Gerrity to visit every H-3 and 11-53 unit world-wide in order to 
determine, first hand, why these airframes have such a high NORS rate. 

' Their  visit was billed as strictly fact finding and not as an IG inspection. 
: I'm happy to report that even though many of their "action items' were 
materiel deficiencies we have complained about in the past (via EUR action) 
thei,- :expert materiel assistance was most beneficial in identifying and 
recommending solutions to some of our local in-house materiel problems. 
I feel the greatest benefit to be derived from their visit will be the added 
emphasis placed on obtaining fixes to our materiel deficiencies due to the 
personal interest given the problems by General Gerrity. I'm sure we will 
be getting expedited action by all agencies concerned in providing the required 
fixe.s. We were very sorrowed to hear of General Gerrity's death. I know 
you'll agree that rescue lost a good friend, but I feel that the impetus he 
provided for several of our programs Neill be felt for some time to come. 

0. The long awaited 7th Air Force SAR Manual was published 1 March 
1968. Distribution to the field and interested agencies will be accomplished 
this week. The manual was published with a 64 - 1 designation to bring it into 
the SAR series of regulations. The new manual reflects an increased part-
icipation by the Operational Control Commander in assembling and control-
ling SAR task forces, particularly for out - cf - crosaitry missions. In addition, 
It updates the SAR procedure and concepts used in this area. This should 
result in increased effectiveness since both the participating and recipient 
organization and personnel will have the latest information essential to 
support the SAR force. 
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11. We had excellent exposure and coverage on our 1000th combat save. As 
usual with some of these stories, we had to stretch a couple of points to have 
everything line up properly, however, all the necessary ingredients were 
obviously there: an F-105 pilot with 79 missions; two broken legs; SA? Task 
Force; scramble; pararescue descent; ground fire; a first save for the RCC; 
the 21st save'for the PJ; and an Air Force Academy graduate for the co-pilot. 
We brought the crew to TSN from NKP, went through their story a couple of 
times and then did a TV panel type discussion at the AFVN studios. Cameras 
were present from NBC, ABC, CBS, BBC, and 'AFN. Without even a note we 
plugged away at that for a half hour after which we Went down to JUSPAO for . a 
"Show and Tell" before 60 to 70 press representatives from all over the world. 
Although the recovery film was not of the best quality, it was fresh and, new 
and well received. -Following that, we did eEisentially a repeat of the TV show 
with each man telling of his part in the mission followed by a question and 
answer session. According to the 7AF Director of Information, it was a good 
show all the way through and I believe we got as much mileage out of number 
1000 as we possibly could. The crew said they'd much rather make a few more 
flights to North Vietnam rather than go through that again. 

12. For your information, the following awards have been received by 3rd 
Group personnel since 1 January 1968: 

Silver Star 9 
Distinguished Flying Cross 63 
Airman's Medal 
Bronze Star 16 
Air Medal 146 
AFCM 23 

13. Save summary for February 1968: 

Non- 
Combat Combat USAF USN USMC  USA ARVN 

1111-53 	 4 	 0 4 	0 	0 	0 	 0 

11111-3E 	 11 	34 4 	7 	33 	0 	 1 

1111-43 	 10 	24 20 	2 	0 	12 	 0 

Total 	 25 	cR 28 	9 	33 	12 	 1 

* is 
PAUL E. LESKE, Colonel USAF 
Commander 

 • 
cy: PAC ARRC 
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4 Apr 68 
FROM: 10-380 

SUN: Commander's Monthly Letter ,for March of 1968 

TO: 38C 

ri  1. Performance Stendards: 

I\l I 	oR 	 AF STANDARD  
71%(MAC 85%) 

NORM 	 24% 
NORS 	 5% 
MAN ERS/FLT ERS 	.13 
FLY ERS 	 60 

R2I-121  
85.7% 

. 4.2% 
- 12.7% 

21.7% 
62.4 

a. The Air Force Standard for MORS rate increased due to having 
but one aircraft fit to fly for Most of the month. We had both air-
craft operational for about a week when a mortar landed inside of the 

25 1  yellow circle surrounding our alert aircraft about 18 ft in front 

of it. Mortar fragments put two holes in the plex-glass bubble and 

one piece flew through into the rear cabin ripping a main extrusion 
member of the upper fuselage. Several fragments passed through both 
rotor blades requiring all blade replacements. To date we have had 

a 14 day wait on blades that were missent to Taiwan from Thailand. 
When they will show is aayones guess. The last two blade changes for 

battle damage also took over 12 days each to find and get blades 
delivered and installed. This aircraft at the time.of . this report, 

is still down for lost blades and a frabication of the airframe ex- 

trusion. 

b. Maintenance man hours totaled 1,351.2 against the fly hours of 
62.4 hours gave us a higher than standard rate primarily due to the 

pant practice of changing 24 hours for each 
maintenance member on 

alert. This will no longer be in the computation as of 1 April 68 zld 

ihould reduce this percentage rate to acceptable standards. 

2. Sisnificant Mission: 

10-38-23 

a. Navy River Patrol Boat Operations called to request pickup of 7 

two casualities on one of their craft Handlash 77. Pedro 91 launched 1 

at 0710Z to coordinates XR 055-935 
on the Bessie River. Two Seawolf's !tt 

were located firing on some island positions and they guided Pedro to i 

the two beached boats at a friendly outpost. The wounded, both stret-
cher cases, were still in the boat cockpit. Between 0725 and 0735 	. 

stokes litter pickups were made off of the boat. On departure gunfire; ; 
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was heard and evasive action .taken on climb out direct to Dong Tam 
Army Field Hospital. Problem: The most seriously wounded sailor 
was loaded into the stokes litter first necessitating his removal so 
as to effect the second pickup. Since the man's rightleg was almost 
severed at the thigh, movement became an unwanted action. However, 
he was removed from the litter and the second pickup successfully ' 
made. Corrective Action: Ammendment to S.O.F. we supplied Navy 
adviser that on more than one pickup by the stokes litter the least 
critically wounded man will be hoisted first. The last man up will 
be the most seriously weunded. This will preclude his removal from 
the litter until he's at the hospital.. 

10-38-24 	• 
' b. Most Outstanang Mission. Navy Operations called at 0625Z 

with information of an ambush on two PBR's subjected to intense hostile 
fire. One boat capsized while the other made a run for it fighting 
for their lives. Two KIA's and two wounded on second boat. Pedro 91 
scrambled at 0630Z arriving at the friendly outpost where the 4 wound-
ed survivors of the :sunk boat had made their way to over laud. Pedro 
91 finally found a lenrling spot outside of the post and the four 
wounded loaded. The FAG informed Pedro that two stretcher caaes wore 
about 1 mile further north, so a second landing made and they too 
were loaded making a total of six wounded and two crewmembers in the 
email confines of the Huskie's cabin. All were delivered to Deng Tam 
within 30 minutes. It was later determined that two of the woundod 
included the Sa Dec Province Chief and his Senior American Advisor. 

c. Other combat-missions for the month of March numbered from 
10-38-10 through 10-38-24 with ;8 combat and 1 non-combat saves for 
the month. 

3. Facilities: No current news from Base 4ngineering about 7th AF 
action on our requested alert building. 

a. Our second revetment is all up but only one wall facing the 
parallel taxiway has been filled with sand. The erection team was 
reassigned to some other base before they had completed the job. 
However, we have finished painting our yellow circle and taxi linos 
and posted our warning sigte identical to the primary alert pad. 

b. The new FSK pad has had the filled dumped in the agreed upon 
location and has been leveled ready for the steel mat. I have been 
promised completion before it starts raining. Also, have been told 
the sand around the mat will be stabilized so as not to errode from 
rotor wash or rain. I'll get facilities photos updated when all is 
completed and we occupy , both revetments. 

se. We also completed the application of non-kid paint in the 
primary alert revetment to prevent accidents to the alert crew when 
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1 April 68 

TO: 3 

Performance StandCrds: 

r•—■ 

AP' STMTARD 

72% CAC 85%) 

,D131' 1 P7R FrIP3W.TC7 

85.9% 
*jORM 24% 1.0':Z 	- 
NORS 5% '3.1% 

HRS/FLY HRS 13 18.5 HRs 
FLY HES 60 80.7 HRS 

• Significant Missions: 

Co 18 March during a dusk security perimeter sweep with the E0,C Commander, 
Pedro 44 was notified that a ROk soldier had been shot when his patrol 
contacted an unknown enemy-  strength force. The soldier was withdrawn into 
the defensive perimeter of the patrol and Pedro 44 made the nick-ull from tb:fre 
by lInding in a minimum clearance area arid scrub-bush trees. Tater, Pedl'o 02 
M3d Evacuated the wounded soldier to 	Panh 'lay. Dot 1 lopped one 
save for this mission. On 28 rarch Pedro 92 was scrambled at 0100 to 
two CatagoryI ARV % soM:ers who had heen critically in.iured by either stril7ing 
a mine with their vehicle or having a grenade exnlode within the vehicle. '7'11e 
two patients were delivered to the Pedro Pad and the mercy flight to Car Fanh 
i3ay, 12th Field Posnital was completed by-  Pedro. We loryped twn non-combat. 
saves on that mission. Although in my mind it is doubtful if the so1dier5 
would in-fact survive. .W. ,! had a typical class hook mission on 28'arch 68. 
The crash-phone ran;. .. 	Than rani,  tower advised that an 0-1' had ornslled 
miles away on the 2::1°  Radial. 7.:e scrambled Prid navipatel to the area wer e 
two F-40s were orbitinr, and three Tine;r run-shins providing resnorort. 	he 
lend !iuey directed us e;,...acqy to the two crewnan standinp in the clearinn .  

-nde by impact of thPir aircraft. Thy were in rood condition. 'le zjrned in 
and plucked them out using the 4orse Collar, and delivered them to a waitinr 
ambulance at Phan 	7,00d mission no Problems. 

I. Facilities: 

C)ur new Detachment :mildinr "1 .5 nearly comnleted. The rrImp area is 
finished and the revetments are soon to he constructed. I estimate the move 
1.nI:o the new buflding 'ny mid-April. One serious camnlietion has been that 
cince the progrowing 	laneiate rove of two additional firhter souadron5 

Phan anng, the Sto;:y Detachment will temporarily share or hui7ding w 4 ti-
us. At least, that bow the plans are now. I dohlt narticularly like the il -!ea 
but. Colonel i:711.3lams, Commander 35th 	WAS advised that this sharinp VrAF 
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The base engineers have $75,000 worth of ci2d on order of which we can 
get enough to sod the bare areas around th'e7ramp. We removed the 73P 
which used to be the parking place for the FSK. This area will . be  
sodded. CES has already done some landscaping along the north side of - 
the ramp. 

c. Red Horse gave us an air-conditionefi and material to finish off 
the back room in the operations huilding. This room will be used for 
bedding down the four enlisted alert crewmembers. The two officers will 
remain in the Command Post area. 

4. Significant Missions: 

a. Mission 6-38-20-8307. At 1635 local on 2 November 1968 Pedro 95 
launched by (MARC to recover the crew of a U.S. Army OH-6 Helicopter 

which had been downed 12 miles northwest of Bien Hoa. Upon reaching the 
scene at 1720 local Pedro 95 contacted the FAC (Sidewinder 16) who was 
orbiting the wreckeze located in the triple-canopy jungle. Two UE-1 
unships, two - OH-6's and one CH-47 were also in the area. One survivor 
was walking arciund and the other was pinned under the wreckage. The PJ 
(A1C !ngulli) was lowered to the scene on the forest penetrator. 7-72 tee'e 
with him 200 feet of nylon rope which had one end secured to the 
Airman Ingulli tied the rope to the wreckage and Pedro 95 with the 'ecie 
of an Army patrol team, which 	just arrived, lifted the wreekane eo 
that the survivor could to pulled free. Airman ingulli put the oeverely 
injured man in the litter which had been 1Gwered and advised Pedro 95 to 
take the man to the nearest hospital because he was dying. After 
evacuating the injured 17.:;41 Pedro 95 return to the scene of the downed 0::-6 
and recovered the other survivor and AlC Ingalli. This occurred after 
darkness had settled. Pedro 95 went in blacked out and located the spot 
by a flare set off by AlC inguili. The second man had a broken leg. A 
total of one hour nover time was used during the recoveries. I later 
learned from the Air 7orce ALO fGr the 199th Infantry Brigrade that 
first man was ded on errival and that the _autopsy shoued an AR-47 f.c1.1nd 
had entered his head above the left eye. the 27 man Army patrol which 
assisted had been airlifted into the area to assist in the recovee: , . TI:ey 
were extracted the next morning after a wild night. This mission wee fneher 
complicated by the failure of the rie;ht main gear on Pedro 95 while landLe ,; 
at Quan Lei. Lt Kolar the RCC completed the rest of the mission by 
hovering the helicopter for off-loading the second survivorand until a 
jack and sand has were placed under the aircraft upon return to Bien Hoe. 

5. Future Pl'uls: 

e. Improve the barracks situation. Target date for completion lo 
estimated to be April 69 providing we get firm barracks assigned in Aarch 
as promised by the Ease Commander. 



FROM: 1-380 
	

7 May 1968: 

SUEJECT: Commander's •ionthly Letter 

TO: 38C 

1. Performance Standards: 

AF STANDARD 	 DET 1 

oa 	 71% (MAC 85%) 	 90.2% 
NORM 	 24% 	 1.2% 

8.6Z 
MAN MRS/FLY MRS 	13 HRS . 	 22.0 EIS. 
FLY 1-M5 	 60 ERS 	 72.4 ERS 

2. Sirmificant Missions: 

a. Calling at 2145, the tower informed Pedro operations that an F-1C0 
had crashed during a GCA 8 miles southwest. Captain Walther, the alert 
RCC, called me as standby RCC to provide high cover during the AGR. Pedro 
44 was airborne at 2155 and Pedro 92 was airborne at 2200 hours. The crach 
site was easy to locate since there were still flames and minor exploeicne 
coming from the wreckace. The crash occurred on a ridgeline at about 1900' 

Captain Walther hovered down to the wreckage in an attempt to find , 
evidence that the pilot may have ejected. The terrain was extremely meun-
tainous with bare rocky crags. A "SpookyR dropped numerous illumination 
flares. As Captain Walther moved off to the main wreckage, I spotted what 
appeared to be a parachute. Moving in closer I positively identified the 
parachute and called Pedro 44 to come in with the medic. Captain Walther 
lowered the medic and recovered the body from the parachute. The flight 
env:ineer was unable to get the body off the hoist because of the position 
of the load. Captain 'dalther called me in to pick up the ledical Techni-
cian, Sgt Petersen. This was accomplished using the forest penetrator and 
expert guidance by Sgt ::eNeese, my F.E. Rotor clearance was critical 
becauee of terrain but t McNeese, in fact all crews, operated with ceol 
professionalism. Altheu;h our endeavors did not result in a save, the Wing 
Commander, Colonel 4illiams, was so pleased with our performance that he 
phoned later the next day to praise our detachment and suggest I take aprc-
priate action through our awards and decorations officer. Lesson leal-hed 
on this mission was the vast help the AG-47 can be with flare drops. 
would not have seen the parachute if it had not been for "Spooky". The 
weather was eight eights 2500' base clouds deteriorating. (MSN 1-38-15). 

b. Following other missions 1-38-14, 1-38-13. 

c. Det 1 achieved two non-combat saves for the month of April. 
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yoar stand at hr. ,-ci- rLvy, rlr-z-Lt:raf.. 

b. Tho two following =1001=3 rofloct a problom quite pravailoat 
:IAWQ 1U tilt) Dalta. 

(1) Oa 21 Jum 63 IV alS callod ROCCU3 0p=atiC:13 roporfizz a 
t:cwzod A-1 at Ira 3c3 L. Thio plottcd cat about 60 NM SW of Bia:a 

juot 7 Diloo cat of Ca :Lau. Pcdro scranblod fro= guartara 
wac within 5 niloo of tarzat whom. ACR wao torminatad du a to pilot 
ro7;o7o.,:y by Army Duztoff holicoptor. Pcdro londod at Ca Inu, roftolcd, 
and roturnod to Bizh Thuy. 

(2) in on 24 Jun 63 Binh Thuy tor notifiod Pcdro Opa 
tht. ca 7-100 pilot waa hoard on zuard chnnnal =aping 113 *.:aa ojoctang 
2-3 Lilac scath of Ca ?lox. .Pcdro ocramblcd but lino ioformod ozrcuto 
that tha pilot arain hcA boon i.ocovorcd by Duatoff. Pedro coztio=d 
to Ca MQ11 for foal and airliftod tho 17-1C0 pilot back to Binh l'huy. 

(3) Dot 10 1 .1 priory miacion horo at Binh Thuy ia Aca covcri 
t:Lao vholo IV Corpa ara, hold nodical c7L..cuation (conbat) ona opon cca 
r.:Loue in tho South Chino Soa and Calf of S.=. LE-a, our cocoa:lary 

by 	 provol no:311:3ib1o. Moat of tto 4: 
c. aveo for ino pact Un nontho 	involvcd long 

ror 1;:anar, ni ,it .-..-;:orationa, and oar 	ccnbat o:lozatIonc. 
hay° Loon prof.::Lcionolly not by ciclicatcl cretnombora in 

-1 -.- anco in tho not .oultablo EH-437. ZocauLo of to alow z.:zod a=d 
diJtco io hava to ily on AC:la, wo aro fa-Ling toolozg to got to 
=I arc boing boat cat by othor coptoro. Ala°, the HI-43 lacho 
zquato navigaticaal oquipzont, haa inoufficiont rango, (without rofuol-
i.o;) and poorly inotri --..:ntod for nicht or woothor flying. It :lin210 

flina conf1,2ratiom and lack of ::2tor landing capability rod=ac 
ca2oty factor t 	ni ly ;hc.n co.7.nitting cao cat 07:17 tho can 

Lith or.panding 	;oa:ticipatica toro in tho Lolta and oafot7 eon- 
zcrationa to a:1S c:owc diotata a roccaziondod changa. 

(a) P -oo--ori-ti.nn: CH3i0 holicoptoro ohcald bo looatod 
horo 

 
in tho Dolta. 

(b) To In noro atrntogicolly locatod for 
chortar flight diotozoco tho asoigancnt of czo additional E2-432 	D 

o at Binh Thu7 ':old pornit ua to at:-.nd a day alort at Ca ::ou 
fl7oing Clown cad tociz Coilo tha othor two birda covorcd local roopon-
zibilitioa. 	 would givo uo on oven bro.:2z on piclzu:ao in 
ocoo2otition with 'oho .1=7. 

3. En:Oljt1^1; Tho vao nootinz of t'no 	2acility Utilization 
rovoalcd that cur now alcrt building vo.a in tho conotractioa 

docign otago. A for dayo ago, I ohochod uith tha BCE office and thoy 



told ma that if the final go ahaad is =calved thoy will be breaking 
Ercund within 30 to 60 days. 

a. Things aro up in the air hero at Binh Thuy about additional 
comatructions. The raw Airman's Club, under construction, had a atop 
order on it. Other projocto 1nLernilL; a nowy await, higher headcaart;r2s" 
docioion. We occupy V212 buildings here on a loaso bacis. Sono of 
thoso leases have empirod and will not be renewed. The VUAF want their 
buildinga back in anticipation of =pending tho:!7oporations hero with 
new I lluey's to replace the E-34's and ovontnally A-37 's in piano of 

b. We have 3 kit roof covcr3 to be iastallod on top of revotmonts 
but ua yoti the bace Lao net docided 74horo they would be installed. 
Se.r.o talk of covering semo.dawn in our present oporating area. Iloz:-  
car, I don't think they will 'attempt covoring cur oppoaing rovoteents 
bocauso we have one -all in each lower than the other walla. 

4. Prt77-1 PirTa: . The now dial a:rot= is being hooked up. Wo had the 
trench filled in finally. Wo have the new hot line phone installed 

a foul up pcmouhore along tha lime still has it =cable. A =rvoy 
tcau looked over our building sight to :e tam who= the water, sewer, 
and power connections could be nada. ro fat-aro plans oomtcmplated. 

5, '4Aitinr-1  

a. 	Total helicopter time per pilot: 

Epoclzman 	 241.4 
D.27:1-1-1111  - — 

13.2  
_ 

....,,..., 
Okonok 2764.2 17.5 27l.7 
Conovrr 2353.9 15.1 23C:9.0 
Precious 7 23.7 1727.4 
Tolicfson 259.0 :;0.0 235.0 
Johnson 224.8 25.3 250.S 

b. Colonel Smith visit to Dot 10 waa cancollod. 

c. ;Mgt Douloc, rd C:oup P.J. 7izited Det 10 to help on the 077 
oo upgrade 	of our 3 1(,-„ao te 3 I„vols. 

d. On 17 Jun 63 Al0 ilarold D. Ceep:r 4:..d a occond uncontrollable 
zeicuro :;13 was turned 07C: to the medioa, sent to japan, and ia to be 
returned to the States fer soparation. Wo are one Flight Zaginoor 
chort now. 

o. Additions to our flight crowd havo Loan two now P.J.Is Ale 
T..,:odoro Polya rnd 41C Richard C. Sticfkon. Both have alroady been 
chocked out combat ready and are pulling alert. 
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13 
60 

92.6% 
7.4% 
0.0% 

. 23.0 HES 
74.9 FIRS 

Sirmlficant Missions: 

a. 3 May-MSN 1-33-16; _IRVN Jeep crash 2 non-combat saves 

b. 10 May-MSN 1-38-17; 0-2 crashed on downwind, 2 non-ccabat 

c. 19 ;aSN 1-38-18; 2 US! . soldiers, medevac, critical 
injury, 1 non-combat save. 

d. 22 May-MSN 1-38-19; 2 USA Soldiers, medevac, bullet 
1 non-combat save. 

a. 26 May-MSN 1-38-20; 2 civilians critically Inured in 
licie crash, 2 non-combat saves. 

f. 28 May-MSN 1-33-21; USA soldier, medevac, critical 
1,1jury, 1 non-combat save. 

Most of the saves this month consisted of response to, 
- ..1d1cel evacuation of critically injured personnel. Total 

_ 	co7.bat-9. 177. -.ch of these listed saves, other th:In 
‘.;;so to the 0-2, .;:.2e confirmed by or instigated by m.;dical 
.dorities at Phan Rang AB, RVN. 

Our PRIDE project, consisting of a patio and recreation 
,rea, is nearing completion. All that remains to be done is 
L;1:; construction of a Bar-B-Q pit and the gravel surfacing of 
Gho area. 
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reo: Bricadier General Allison C. Brooks 
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Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service 

4 July 1968 

61LC°64  

1. Although we had many wild missions and lost an 1-111-3E with 
crew, the most irapreesionable event of the month of June was 
Lt General Wilson's visit. Needless to say, all units paid heed 
to the various checlelists provided a.nd everybody knew the tool 
bon and bench stock fill rates (3rd Group 93.2% and 89% res:aec-, 	if 
tively). However, voraeone overlooked putting individual rue:n 	1' 

and was.tebankcte in the airmen's dormitories on the checklist Arc+) 
and this was the focal point for MACVC's wrath. My First 
Sergeant was very upset since he was quite proud of the improve-
ments in the last six months, which include two air-conditioned 
dayroorns with new furniture and TV, and in which MACVC was 
not interested. As I recall, we went through a similar exercise 
In Orlando last year but, despite the telephonic warning I gave to 
all units to be visited after Gen Wilson's departure from Tan Son 
Nhut, the wherewithal to correct the problem was simply not avail-
able in SEA. MACVC's parting shot was, "Like most rescue units, 
your administrative and working facilities are good but your bar-
racks stink." I thin]: there's a message  there. We also briefed 
him on manning deficiencies in HC-130 flight engineers/radio 
operators and the critical situation we are facing in helicopter 
mechanic (431X0) manning. 

2. MACVC was also briefed on our efforts to provide an acceptable 
facility for Det 14/38ARRSq here at TSN. I was happy to relate that 
this project had finally gotten underway whereupon he insisted on see-,,/ 
ing the old facilities as well as the new construction. He had no corn- 
ments. Progress on the new facilities is quite rapid and got under-
way on 18 June. There are presently more than 50 workers engaged 
in pouring foundations, drilling a well, bulldozing, etc. A 20' x 80' 
building is being prefabricated and revetments for both helicopters 
will be provided. This is the culmination of almost 3 years work on 
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the part of 3 commander 51 a.nd an alrnc_)at unbellevable chain of admin-

i&trative hocurn. For your information and a.maxernent Atch 1 pro- 

vides a historical and chronoloqicr.11 acc2iiTT significant actions 
taken or occurring in connection with getting this construction com-
pleted. Unstated in this account are hundreds of political actions 
such as discussions with 7AF Civil_ Engineering, Chief of Staff, 
helicopter support flights for various influential personnel, HC-I30 

flights for Civil Engineers, etc. Fra.nkly, the paperwork was the 
easiest part of the whole thing. We hope to occupy the facilities o/a 
20 July providing the Red Horse people are not again diverted. 

3. As I briefed MACVC, the problem wit..b..431.20 -rnxth is becorn- i  

ing critical and is affecting the 37ARRSq particularly. A recent .0p4;97,  o• 
maintenance staff visit indicated that the squadron maintenance vras 
u.nsatisf2.ctory due to lack of manning and an increased workload due 
to the high rate of mission activity, battle damage, and the self-help 
required by the recent move to new facilities. Of 54 suthorized heli-

copter mechanics, there are.„1.1_,Jan_hand. At Det I/40ARRSq, cd,  

authorized there are only  28 on hand. Even with this number, let 

40ARRSq has bootstrapped their in-commission rate from 64% to itil,foe/ 

better than 80% in six months under Lt Col Wells' leadership. To 
provide temporary relief to the 37th, we went in to our H-43 units 

and found two men with H-3 experience, borrowed 6 of the 28 men 
from Det 1/40 and recalled the quality control man we had on TDY 

to the MAN facility at Don Muang. We're balanced on a very fine 
line both at Danang and NKP and the  safety aspects are a matter of  

real concern In spite of this problem, the 37th has continued it's 

outstan ing record of mission accomplishment. This is best meas-

ured by the almost unbelievable number of  awards  from the 37th  

which were forwarded to 7AF this month. POT the period including 

the last week of April through 9 June, 13 Air Force Crosses, 21 
Silver Stars and 40 Distinguished Flying Crosses have been recom-
mended. Relief in the form of bodies (431X0) is forecast for the 

mon/Li of.".1...1il,. However, more than 80% of the inbound personnel PiCik;4.4". 

are...,a_lrasl(Lt1C) which increases the OJT load and tends toward ?A, .;)1/4-e• 
non-productiveness for an extended period. We were recently 
levied upon for a 431X0 with UH-1 experience for 150 days TDY to  

the Air Force Advisory Group. Upon investigation of 7AF resources, 

we were astonished to learn that the Air Commando Sq2 .21roLiS3L-I-1_11.. 

at. Nha Trang ..yras  75% overmanned  with 431X0's. It is quite obvious 

where the priority is. We appealed this evy and pointed out the in-
equities in manning to PAC ARRC, ARRS and MAC and were relieved. 



I ......ntaitte th.a.t. 04e re S.ssusal.-ClWl 	CCur rtZ.J to rrc tttv liar trii4alstaL oil 
*situation. Incidentally, the prc.iblern Is not peculiar only to the /11I-1 
since 431X0 manning for the H1-1-43's is forecast to fall below 	•• 
the end of August. 

4. I would appreciate it if someone could provide us with the rationale 
for ViRM in this theater. Those spaLcstbai n.y_t..o_ce_Laye_d_drzit 
need, while those which are  shor_t_r_alzs_Lfcli: WIti how.:  I 
assume tha a.reui. planning was employed in developing this program 
and that due consideration was given to warehousing requirements, 
inspection, etc. as well as the additional personnel required and work-
load imposed in a theater which is already extremely critical for head-
room as related to manpower ceilings. I was most disturbed to be ad-
vised that 44 MA-1 kits had arrived at Tuy Hoa for WRM in addition to 
the 37 on nanci. These kits will provide flotation fca,224sonnel , 

 but, to date, we haven't used one yet.,  I think someone should take a 
look at positioning this stuff out of country, in Japan, Okinawa, or 
the Philippines. It would be comparatively simple to establish a con-
tingency plan to airlift it in when and if required. 

5. We bailed the Navy out again this month by providing a Jolly Green 
and crew to the carrier Yorkto s. During a coastal pene-
tration of North Vietnam after a downed Navy pilot, one of their Big 
Mothers (SH-3 armored) was shot up pretty badly but made it back to 

the DIG. Due to the confined space, they couldn't move it after land-
ing so that it blocked the second bird. All the rest of their armored 
helicopters were out of commission so they swallowed their pride and 
asked the Air Force for help. No missions were accomplished for the 
Navy during this period. 

6. The 9th of June was Black Sunday, The 37th used 9 helicopters to 
prosecute two missions, one of which was in the A Shau Valley with 
the other in North Vietnam above the DMZ and inland from the beach 
some 5 miles. The A Shau Valley mission was unsuccessful, however, 
on the other mission, the F-105 pilot was successfully retrieved from 
North Vietnam. The persistence 

Lls...s..2_9:22,Aznazzificent.. Even after Joll 	• 	was sho 	wn 
destroyed, and the crew),  the remaining crews_vanted  to press  on 

adrm.4 

to recover the wounded Marine pilot Wellborn 215) in the A Shall. 
However, the mission was terminated late that evening 1:;?1,  direction  

jcral ornvcr  after all attempts failed to isolate the downed 
pilot. Jolly Green 28 was hit earlier in the mission and, with an 
engine out due to fire, headed for Ithe Sa.nii, jettisoning equipment. 



to gc:r.,z_zu29.gl ietc.)..t).-Ixsay_c1r_z_th.g....-LIalu_tI r Inn. Although 
flying in ground fire enroute no hits were taken and the crew suc-
ceeded in landing the aircraft successfully. With Khe Sanh under 
intermittent mortar attack, there seemed to be a good possibility 
of losing JG 28 on the ground, but fortunately, two days later an 
Army Skycrane airlifted it back to Danang. 

7. You will note that the flying hours on the HH-53B were unusually 
low for the month of June. This is a result of  AFCS trim rc..n.sor 

-, ircra.ft and a slow res onse to our 	VIP S ( 
(15 May) and NORS-N (12 June) requisitions. The sensor failure 't 
is attributed to an improperly designed drain system in the AFCS 
servo well, which permits water to drain inz_nn.a..,.1.:_siszy 
but not when the aircraft is nose-up or level. This means that 
when the aircraft is parked, water accumulates if it is raining 
unless the rnP 	 1r  •  s 	ers are in ,-:t:211ed. With the sensor 
Inoperative, the aircraft handles like a king-sized H-19 and has to 
be hand flown, which is very fatiguing on any flight of more than 
two hours duration. For this reason, the 40ARRSq was relieved 
of orbit responsibility pending receipt  of  the sensors. We also 
restriTe r-7-ait rom flight in actu—a"rs —  instrument weather 
except for short durations during an emergency SAR effort. As a 
result the 40ARRSq readiness was downgraded_tp  C-4..o 4  June. 

EUR was submitted on the AF.M Servo in Se.pt 67 and we under-
stand that Sikorsky Aircraft has submitted an ECP to correct the 
problem. Meanwhile, we have drilled a hole in_Sae_zsar_1211. the 
AFCS well and tappe c:Arintia_lthe to prevt en further 
sensor damage. We are also advised that 4 sensors were to be 
shipped 21 June, which was later changed to 7 sensors to be shipped 
2 July. A total ej-1azze...aoluzge„.3,21„te41. When these are received 
and installed, the aircraft will be released for normal mission 
activity. 

• 

8. Save summary for June 1968: 

HH-53 	HH-3 
Combat 1 17 
Non-combat 0 2 
USAF 1 10 
USN 0 3 

HH-43 TOTAL 
9 27 

12 14 
6 17 
2 5 

4 
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Monthly Commander's Letter 6 August 1968 

TO r Brigadier General Allison C. Brooks_ 
Commander 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service 
Scott AFB, Illinois 

1. The pace in Southeast Asia, if not accelerating, remains at a 
sufficiently high level of activity to keep the days from becoming 
dull. The trend in out-country missions for the past eight months 
has been towards massive tactical suap.o. /..:SAR mis  

in order to negate increased hostile efforts to prevent recovery. 
This, coupled with what appears to be the start of the third phase 
of the NVA 1968 offensive, manages to keep the majority of 3rd 
Group personnel on their toes. In the Saigon area we've had some 
excitement due to terrorist activity, however, that's not exactly 
news around here. The good news is that the countermeasures 
developed at the direction of General Abrams have apparently been 
quite effective since no rocket attacks have occurred this month. 
At Danang,. however, it was another story on ZZ July when Danang 
took an attack by six 122MM rockets, three of which landed outside, 
but close to, the Folly Green area. No battle damage or casualties 
were sustained, however, on the same day high gusty winds, con- 
nected with a thunderstorm, blew about 80% of the hangar roof off 01. 1> 
and the operations and administrative areas were thoroughly mun- 4444 

 dated. Red Horse got right with the program replacing the sheet 
metal, this time fastening it down a little more soundly. Of course, 
the hangar has not been usable since it has been under repair. 

• Z. A 3ARRGp Commander's Conference was held at Udorn on 26-27 
July, which was uite successful. With the changes in commanders, 
it is necessary rorn time to time to talk through policies and em-
phasize certain recurring problems. On the night of our arrival, 
the base suffered its first attack by infiltrators, in fact the first of 
any base in Thailand. The center of interest was a C-141, reputedly 
at Udorn to evacuate the three pilots to be released from North 
Vietnam. A Det 5 Pedro saved this aircraft from being seriously 0 Deo 
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damaged or destroyed.: and the infiltration -squad was driven off wit:17 • two killed and five captured. We are not yet ItnOwletigeahle` of tne 
ethnic origin of this group. 

3. With these seemingly isolated cases which had miraculously by-
passed rescue forces, the handwriting was appearing on the wall that 
a pattern was forrni"u of hit and run tactics in the old uerilla style. 
On the night of 28 July, after our return rom Udorn, the same sort 
of tactic was applied against Tuy Hoa, with the disastrous results with 
which you are familiar. FortunateI RS  cas.ualtis„g  were suffered. 
Since this matter is currently a subject for an exchange of messages 
and determinations for achieving a viable HC-130 posture, I will not 
dwell on it further. Suffice to say that we have led relatively charmed 
lives over here as a group, considering the mission and distribution 
of resources, as related to the losses. 

4. In order to get some sort of handle on the costs of saving a life in 
SEA, we have roughed out some figures that we think put us somewhere 
in the ballpark for such determination. In FY 68, 905 lives were saved 
by 3ARRGp units and detachments (combat and noncombat). Our oper-
ating costs for this fiscal year were determined at approximately $19.4 
million. This total was reached with the assistance of the 7AF Comp-
troller and is subject to correction by ARBDC. However, represented 
within this total are best estimates of messing costs, expendable sup-
plies, building maintenance, office equipment, ground and aircraft 
accident costs, maintenance and POL costs for all aircraft, and wages 
and TDY funds expended for all personnel. The procurement costs of 
our authorized aircraft was approximately $85 million. Assuming a 
ten year amortization based on airframe life, one year's depreciation 
is $8.5 million plus costs of aircraft lost, which in FY 68 was roughly 
$5 million (four HH-3's and one HH-43F). Dividing 905 saves into the 
total of $32.9 million shows an approximate cost of $36,350 er life 
saved. Not included are hardware recoveries (F-111 capsu e, drones, 
etc.) and hundreds of med evacs. Commercially, it might be hard to 
sell; militarily, it's a bargain. 

5. While primarily remaining orientated to the rescue mission, we 
have initialed...1.1.V scale barracks im rovement rogram. Hopefully, 
this program will have a threWIC;Trelli;ct; improve t e m ale of our 
er.....iligssisszzaaLie2.1... satisfy General Wilson and serve as insurance or 
the survival of my cornmanderswhen he next visits SEA. It is unfort-
unate that we were unable to make a large scale effort earlier to im-
prove the men's living quarters. Initial efforts were concentrated on 

2 



7. .Due to heavy rain there has been a delay in completing the con-
struction of the new 1,13R facility at Tan Son ]hut. The concrete 
pad has been completed, however, the well caved in and has to be 	2 -4 
redrilled. The building is largely completed and has been constructed 
of quality materials, incluclinr. insuLttim., acoustical materials, and 
1022aty..aandition.ing. We now anticipate BOD on or about 15 August. 
In anticipation of your September visit, we are delaying formal dedi-
cation until your arrival. All hands are looking forward to your forth-
coming visit and hope to show you numerous improvements in facil-
ities. I think you will be pleasantly surprised throughout the Group. 

8. Since Major Weissler is presently in your headquarters with an. 
on-scene report of several other actions and projects in progress, 
this letter will be somewhat shorter than my usual monthly letter. 
I think that you will be pleased with Major Weissler's overall grasp 
of the Group's problems and goals and his detailed knowledge of 
combat recovery. ,On a previous visit to ARRS, I had recommended 
this officer to Col McAllister as a potential replacement as an ARRS 
trained officer in AFXOPFH. Unfortunately, he has been selected 
for further AFIT training, from which he will go to a directed duty 
assignment. 

9. Save summary for July 1968: 

HH - 3 	HH -43 HH - 53 TOTAL 

Combat 8 6 0 14 
Non-combat 2 15 0 17 
USAF 6 6 0 12 
USN 0 1 01 1 
USA 0 2 0 2 
USMC • 4 3 0 t 7 
F/MIL 0 3 0 3 
CIV 0 6  0 6 

 

PAUL E, E. LESKE, Colonel, USAF 
Commander 

1 Atch 
a/ 
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FROM: 7-38C (Major Keaver Holley 111, 3440) 	
6'September 1968 

SUBTLCT: Commander's Monthly Letter 

TO: 38C 

1. Performance Standards: 	 AF 	STD 	prT 7.  

OR 	 711 	 85.44 

NORM 	 244 

NORS 	 54 	 15,74 

,MAN E1RS/FLY S 	 _13 	 8.2 

FLYIHRS 	 60 	 84.4 

2. Significant Missions  

7-38-08, i Aug 68. While returning from a PCP, Capt. Henderson and 
crew observed an oil fire burning in a.storeage tank area. Uhile the fire 

was - reported through the tower, the helicopter rotor wash was used to keep 
the flames from under the storeage trIks.until the base fire equipment arrived . . 

b. 6 Aug 68. A VNAF 0-1 crashed on landing. Capt. Porter and crew 
transported the pilot to the 	hospital 	while Sgt Kohlstrand (PJ) gave 
first aid. The pilot did not survive. 

c. 1-3-085-8221. Two pilots ejected from their battle damaged aircraft 
landing in Danang Bay. Capt. Porter and crew picked the first pilot out of 
the water and recovered the second from a.boat. Both pilots were in satis-
factory condition. The 	claimed one combat save. 

d. 7 -38 -09, 17 Aug 68. An F-105 lan 
tinued off the far end of the runway and 
cockpit in a drainage ditch. fforts by 
in extracting the pilot in time. It was 
before the pilot could be removed. 

ded long and fast. Aircraft con-
flipped upside down submerging the 
Gapt. Leech and crew were unsuccessful 
necesrAry to upright the airplane 

e. 25 Aug 68. Navy destroyer r.ported seeing aircraft crash. Capt. 
Henderson and crew, along with 1111-3 and crown searched without success. 
A refueling was.accomplished aboard the dt,.stroyer. This incident was 
classified a false mission as no aircraft were reported missing. 

f. 27 Aug 68. Two pilots ejected at night over ocean.. A scramble attempt 
was made by Capt. Johnson anu crew but the helicopter would not start usin6 
the battery. An attempt to start using the iPU failed when the •PU malfunc-
tioned and would not start. The battery from the second aircraft was installed 
in the alert aircraft and a successful start accomplished. By the time Pedro 
arrived at the scene another helicopter had recover 	e ilot. The second 

pilot could not be located. 
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"L"GCT " Commander's Letter 	 7 November 1968 

TO: Brigadier General Allison C. Brooks 
Commander 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service 
Scott .AFB, Illinois 62225 

Dear General Brooks, 

1. Since assumption of command on 20 September 1968, the 
activities here for the remainder of September and the month 
of October have certainly initiated me and the new members of 
the 3ARRGp into this elite society. If this period is representa-
tive of the months to come, I look forward to the greatest chal-
lenge and most gratifying year of my career. The opportunity 
to manage such a truly professional force is indeed the oppor-
tunity of a life time. With almost 100% turnover of key per-
sonnel in the group staff and squadron commanders, along with 
the recent announced change in tactical policy by President 
Johnson, to say the magnitude of activities here has increased, 

would be the understatement of the year. 

Z. For continuity purposes I will attempt to cover the signifi-
cant topics and events by functional areas. In th operational 
area the Blacklace 19 mission of 27 September nearly cost us 
an aircraft and crew when JG 27 received battle damage and lost 
#1 engine while the PJs were cutting the Blacklace pilot loose 	PA 
from the wreckage of his downed 0-1. As the crew was evacu-
ating aboard JG 24, ground fire nicked the ear of Sgt Beland, FE, 
and a bullet severed the chest pack parachute harness worn by 
Major Wingfield, the RCC. The Army and Marines responded 
promptly with gunships to aid our Spada, and a Special Forces 
team to establish a perimeter around the site while we prepared 
JG 27 for airlift out of the area; but the Army crane failed to 
arrive as arranged and nearly cost us the recovery. When within 
15 minutes of darkness we were forced to evacuate our maintenance 
team and Army troops, General Blood strongly recommended we 
order the helicopter destroyed. I refused, and after many phone 
calls to the Army the crane was located and vectored to the area. 
Sergeant 	 a mainLenance specialist, was put back on the 

ground to hookup the cables from the crane and JG 27 was lifted 
out just as complete darkness set in. 
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3. The SOG team extraction mission on 5 October was much less for-
tunate. Major Wester and Sergeant Lawrence and jolly Green 10 
might not have been lost if the ground team had moved off the landing 
zone initially, as we later directed them to join the survivors of JG 10 
at the crash site. The VNAF H-34 which landed the ground team was 
shot down while exiting the area. When .TG 28 reached a hover over the 
LZ on the initial rescue attempt, the rotor downwash parted the elephant 
grass and disclosed two armed groups of men on each side of the LZ. 
The friendlies were mostly indigenous troops so it was impossible to 
tell friend from foe until the bad guys started shooting. JG 28 withdrew 
and made it back to DaNang with a main fuel line severed by the ground 
fire. The LZ was in a box canyon•and low clouds and mist capped the 
ridges. This kept the fast movers from working and severely limited 
the effectiveness of the A-Ps. Rockets and other ordnance from the gun-
ships were used for suppression before - JG 10 attempted to make the 
pickup and was shot down. The weather then lifted a bit and the ground 
team was directed to join up with the .TG. 10 survivors while the Spada 
and P-4's blasted the area around the LZ. The PJ survivor, 250 yds 
from the LZ at the JG 10 crash site, heard people by-passing his 
position through the jungle and radioed that the ground team was going 
to far. It turned out that the people he heard were the enemy driven 
klownhill by the Spads suppressive fire ahead of the SOG team. The 
eventual recovery of all survivors by JG 32 was a classic. The crew 
returned ground fire with the M-60's and 8 Sandys and Spada expended 
ordnance continually from a circling "Daisy Chain" while Major Olsen 
lield a hover for a long time with the main ssid tail rotor clipping tree 
branches to enable all of the survivors to board the penetrator. The 
iailowing message of appreciation was sent from COIVIUS11(LACV/MAC 
SOCr 5503 to 7th Air Force for the 37th ARIZS crewmern'oe•s. "Please. 

; qpress my sincere thanks to the members of your unit who provided 
such professional and courageous assistance during the recovery of a 
reconnaissance team from an enemy stronghold on 5 Oct 63. Without 
their outstanding assistance, the entire team would very possibly have 
been lost. The flying skill, and bravery under fire of these crews is 
unsurpassed by any combat unit in the theater. Cavanaugh sends. " 

4. Enemy forces on a certain island were responsible for the loss of 
our second two HH-3's last month. Fortunately no more lives were 
lost. The Navy made a futile attempt to salvage both aircraft. When 
.7G 24 lost transmission oil pressure and landed four miles off the 
island on 16 Oct, the destroyer HMAS Perth moved in to return fire 
from the shore batteries and even the New Jersey was diverted toward 



the scene. After the crew was evacuated under fire and the helicopter 
capsized, the Navy decided it was not worth the risk of exposing the 
tISS Princeton to the enemy artillery in an attempt to recover the heli- 
copter. Four days later, when Captain Moore and crew enroute to Echo 
orbit attempted to rescue two F-4 pilots in their rafts even closer off-
shore from the island, the first artillery round from shore blew the 
entire tail boom off the helicopter. The survivors in their rafts were 
drifting toward the island and Captain Moore decided that any delay 
while awaiting full complement of our RESCORT forces would result in 
their capture. A decision that I think was completely understandable 
under the circumstances. The enemy held their fire until the aircraft 
was in the water and the P3 overbo'ard helping the F-4 pilot with a 
severe back injury. As the shell hit, the rotor blades contacted the - 
water on the left side and sheared off. The P3 and. pilot were under the 

arc on the right side at the time. They were forced under the 
.-Lircrait and through the tremendous efforts of the PS, who maintained 
control of the injured pilot, came up on the other side unhurt. A piece 

one blade came through the top of the cockpit narrowly missing 
C.‘_pt.ain Moore's head. The helicopter suffered another direct hit 

menta after the crew abandoned it in their rafts. Artillery and even 
htortar shells were exploding all around when all six survivors were 
picked up. The shore batteries were eventually silenced by 7-4's, 
F-105' s, Navy A-4's and our Spada. After what remained of SG 29 
drifted past the corner of the island and beyond range of shore, a Navy 

- iwiiiboat took it in tow in hopes. of beaching it further South. However, 
it ank below the. water and caused minor damage to the swift boat so 
bad to be abandoned. We sent you a copy of our message of appreciation 
L. the Seventh Fleet for their support (7AF DSR 160332Z Oct 63). The 
Navy has subsequently bombarded the island with the 16 inch guns of the 
battleship New Jersey. 

5. On the subject of formation flying, as I stated in my ARCCO ltr, 25 
n.-.p 63 and 3ARRGp msg 1000332Z Aug 6, the need is urgent and we 

appreciate your approval On this matter. With the many anti.c.i-
, accd changes to our tactics resulting from the new bombing policy and 
lite. areas we will be concentrating our operations on, this training is a 
vital key to our continued auccensful recovery operations. 

6, 7f7e recently staffed a paper through 7th Air Force concerning RF,SCORT 
,,upport within the DaNang SAR Sector. The paper cites the increase in 
,--nerny activity and firepower in the sector, our history of HU-3 losses, 
• ,.:4 recommends that six Al's be based at DaNang in support Of our 
Vhh Squadron. We have scheduled a SAR conference here at Tan Son 
i 6,10. for 7 November 1968 to discut‘s RESCORT tactics, training and 



frequent basis. Plan to' .1H.Ve my commanders in here for a quick 
1-clay conference just bef -L:c:-  :General Estes' visit to insure continuity 
of action, etc. 

24. The "MAC Family Concept" has resulted in a weekly  flow of 
General officers touring our units, primary interest seems to be in 
the living facilities area. So far every one has had nothing but 
compliments. 

25. Save Summary for September and October 1968: 

Combat Non/Combat 
USAF 
C/NC 

USN 
C/NC 

USA 
C/NC 

USMC 
C/NC 

F/MIL 
C/NC 

CIV 
C/NC 

52 0 34/0 0/0 14/0 0/0 4/0 0/0 

9 75 2/11 1/5 3/11 1/4 2/33 0/11 

i,L1- 53 I 0 1/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 

'I k TAL 62 75 37/11 1/5 17/11 1/4 6/33 0/11 

26. This letter, like some of my past speeches, may appear a bit 
lengthy, will attempt to be more brief in the future. 

HOLLON H. BtIbGES, Colonel, USAF 	 cc: Cmdr, PacARI1C 
Commander 

10. 
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Commander's Letter 
• -; 

Brigadier General Allison C. Brooks 
Commander 
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service 
Scott AFB, Illinois 62225 

Dear General Brooks, 
• 

Ira r-r-A 
TOIN Ittg 17 SEP 1990 	Ill 

I. President Sohnsb's 1 November 1968 "Cease Bombing" command • 
certainly did not lessensthe activities of 3rd Group. This has been 

one  very active month both mission and management wise. .01 course 
the high light of this period was General Estes' tour of our facilities. 
Since 3rd Group was designated the project monitor for his entire 
SEA tour we have accumulated a monumental file on his visit, which 
will certainly be a valuable guide for future use by rn)i- successors. 
As a result of many last minute directed changes, compounded by a 
local typhoon, the flezibility of this organization was demonstrated 
to the highest degree. Because of last minute COMUS:MACV and 
Comma.nder 7AF schedule changes, a 	 reshuffle of  

itinerary for General Eztes was required just as he arrive.d. But 
with the usual dexterity of the combat recovery fo—i--..C-'ZW smanaged to 
regroup and give him a highly professional and concentrated briefing 
and tour of all the MAC family facilities, plus squeezed in a 1-hour 
visit with COMACV, and an outstanding SEA briefing (1 I/2 hr.1...) by 
Brigadier General Keegan, DCS/Intelligence.. Also he spent 1 + 15 
hours with Commander, 834th Air Division which left 5 hours for the 
MAC briefing and tour. For the MAC family I gave the only formal 
presentation which lasted 55 minutes in General Brown's conference 
room, making full use of its modern projection equipment. Primar-
ily, I covered all activities, accomplishments, operational changes, 
etc. since his last visit in March. As to problem areas, I briefed 
him, Quote, "that we had none, challenges - yes, many - but there 
was nothing we hadn't been able to handle through proper identifica-
tion and coordinated staff action through command channels. Most 
certainly, areas such as operations, personnel, materiel, supply, 
the introduction of new equipment and improving living conditions, 
were areas of concern. However, we had found that early identifica-
tion of potential problem areas and coordinated staff action does 
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much to prevent these challenges from coming festering problems. 
As long as we continue to receive the viliolehee-.rted support of the 
7AF staff and the MAC staff, we'll handic our challenges in good order, 
as they arise." end quote. In the course of my briefing, I had pointed 
out areas of concern in personnel and materiel, and what had and vas 
being done in each area. I advised him of the personnel areas we were 
concerned in, i.e. helicopter mechanics, flight engineers, no-shows, 
cancellations, etc. I told him the action we had taken to bring these 
situations to the attention of ARRS and MAC staff, and that prompt 
out-of-cycle requisitions and TDY support had stop-gapped the most 
serious shortages. Also that the prompt replies by ARRS and MAC 
staff had every indication that our mar-tang problems were manageable 
and our requests for help were being answered with rapid and respons-
ive action. He asked that Colonel Hallenbeck get with my people for 
copias . of our personnel figures, which he did and that night he sent 
a wire to MAC including our personnel figures for necessary action. 
General Estes seemed well satisfied with the briefing, he only asked 
two questions at the conclusion and then. said "fine, what's next on the 
program?" He was extremely pleased with all of the facilities here 
and expressed high praise on the improvements, especially in the 
barracks which he said were "outstanding". And for Rescue's barracks 
here at Tan Son Nhut to be rated outstanding, you can well appreciate 
the amount of labor and materials expended to convert that mess into 
an outstanding living area. Reports from all my units indicate that 
all their briefings were consistent with mine and that he expressed 
enthusiastic praise for their accomplishments and many improvements 
in their facilities. To insure that the "MAC Combat Image" was prop-
erly documented we managed to have him present the following awards 
at our Rescue Units: 

Det 1/40ARRSq - Nakhon Phanom RTAFB  

1 Air Force Cross (Sgt Thomas A. Newman) 
1 Silver Star 
2 Distinguished Flying Cross 

37ARRSq DaNang AB, RVN  

2 Silver Star 
6 Distinguished Flying Cross 

• 40ARRSq Udorn RTAFB  

5 Distinguished Flying Cross 

ivT 

2. 



We recovered IA uolunei vi it- tawy•••■■•■ 

&SOS, Pleiku) after he crashed in a hostile area on 27 October. He .". 
was one of the enthusiastic participant:: in our 7 November SAR con-
ference here at Tan Son Nhut. 

4. The suspension of bombing in the North Vietnam Panhandle has 
not noticeably affected our level of activity. The main difference is 
that now the majority of the missions occur in another confined  area. 
The HH-53 1 s had their share of the action last month - an 1-4 pilot 
from a nest of AAA on 9 November; a 9-man ground team on 10 Nov-
ember; and an Air America pilot and 4 others from a Site under attack 
at dusk on 27 November. 

5. As a result of our experience on the 5 October 1968 SOG team ex-
traction, we have loaned a forest penetrator to MACY for use in train-
ing SOG team members. Several of our ground team extractions in 
the past have been delayed because the ground party was not familiar 
with use of the penetrator. 

6. We have just received word that the 38.A.RRSq has won an award 
for the "finest OJT program in Pa.c ARRC" for the third quarter of 
1968. .I feel this is particularly noteworthy considering the squadron 
is made up of 14 detachments scattered throughout South Vietnam and 
Thailand, each with a different OJT supervisor as compared to a 
squadron that has all its personnel located on the same base with just 
one OJT supervisor to run their program. Added to this are the 
adverse weather and living conditions, the constant harassment of 
hostile rocket attacks, and the 60-70 hour work week. We have all 
the ingredients and excuses to have a poor program, yet 3ARRGp is 
consistently above the MAC standards. 

7. We are beginning to see some positive action from our SAR train-
ing exercise in September. Copies of the Operation Polecat Report 
were forwarded to CINCPACAF at the request of 7AF. CINCPACAF, 
in turn, has asked Aeronautical Systems Division to take expeditious 
action to resolve SEAOR 144. In addition, 7AF Life Support is form-
ulating a proposed SEAOR for a protective face mask designed spec-
ifically for rescue aircrew purposes. 

8. November was accident free in the ground safety area. In the 
flying safety area, Major Burnfield, of the 37ARRSq, averted a major 
.aircraft accident on 23 November, when a materiel failure of the 

4. 



OL NH.BR  
Commander 

significant opportunity for real prozrc:-..s v.-rill occur niter 1 January 
1969 when. all of our personnel records will have been dispersed to 
host base CBPO t s. When that occurs our detachments and squad-
rons will be able to work with the CDPO;s directly on data purifica-
tion and this should shorten the time orr..c...nded in  validatin.-f, what we4. ,, 

 have and correcting what MAC shows us to  have. I will continuo to 
press on in this area and Stand ready to assist the staffs in getting 
some positive results. 

13. My new conference room was completed and put to effective 
use this month. The first day it was functional I had the pleasure 
of briefing General Fauf.,,ht and his party of 12 in this new addition 
to our headquarters (built exclusively by self-help). 

14. Save Summary for November 1963: 

Combat 	Non-Combat 	C /NC 	C/NC C /NC 	C /NC 	C /NC 	C /NC 
USAF 	USN 	USA 	USIviC 	F/MIL CIV 

13 	2 	 6/0 	0/0 	0/0 	7/2 

Li-43 	19 	18 	 4/3 	3/0 	315 	0/0 	9/5 	0/5 

Iii-53 	15 	0 	 1/0 	0/0 	3/0 	0/0 	6/0 	5/0 

I (;:rt..1, 	47 	20 	 11/3 	3/0 	6/5 	7/2 	.15/5 	5/5 

15. On behalf of the entire 3ARRGp we wish you and your staff a 
MERRY CEIRLSTMAS and A HAPPY NEW YEAR. As for us over 
here, we are thankful for a most wonderful and productive year and 
are hoping for a few blessings to be bestowed upon us around 
Christmas time (like maybe a few new people). 

Colonel, USAF 	 cc: Pac ARRC 

7. 
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TO: Lolohl li0116,1 H. bridt;es 	 • 3 1 DEC 968 

(1-4..41.;) 

Liar 	Bridres, 
. 	. 	 . 

.•Cur Deeelubr:r recori 	eti for ii2eLf, I believe, marred only by 
he fete of ;i1C Ling. Ie are certianly entering a brand new era of 

_tactics aceinst z;i4a1l arias fire while in a hover zind possibly 
increasing pressure to have a:look see without radio contact mith 

. the aurvivor. yrior to the recent Panda. mission said contact was 
a mandatory requiremenl-. before committing a Jolly. 

A very bright' spot is tale set of decisions to help us in our pilot 
z . 11.1 flight ezineer viz.:11, -1.1.g, with some details vet to be worked out. 

	

. 	 . 
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-.. with thee - impending lobs of 22,9 to analytical testing; ,, the ICY-28/ 
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FM 622A modification and MAN program. We will prepare a paper 	46 
oa this in the immediate future so that the TOY of DaNang birds, 	, 
44ch you suggested at the Cormande.r's tonference can be firmed up. 

...ii / o /14,Pro .?.) 	 . 	 . 
The official -1500th SEA combat save didn't receive the publicity we 
expected ia spite of all the interesting angles it had. Lance Eagan  
did . a superlative job of hovering up against the cliff. 

fr 

_ 
The mission involving Jolly Green 16's unscheduled landing up north 	 ,, • 
is still in progress. Hopefully it will be out early this afternoon. 	)A ). .i4  

i - 	•, 	. 	 0.4..-1,-'. 
The  future plans involve a proposal to you for PCS of additional HH3E 
pilots to us, in order that we can best maintain the various squadron 	i.,2 
functions such as safet7, standardization throu.gh the changeover 	

/1 'period. This'should fit with your recent message about emphasis on . 	iv  
1163 vs ffd3E training at Eglin. 	 .r 

iiy SAR presentation at Takhli must have gone over well, since we are 
,now scheduled to brief all of the bases here. Their reception of the 
presentation and their comments sure boosted my morale. hajor 
Uarwick was one of a team that briefe&Jungle Survival School at 
,Clark AB. The briefing team Was made up of a Jolly pilot, Sandy 
pilot and a survivor, Lt Turner of our 606th SOS. The team briefec 
a complete LAii effort and stressed the procedures to be followed by 
survivors. The team wnp well received and were asked to brief 
ColJorinF nt 13th1 Col Loring in turn set up a briefing for Gen 
IGIdeoitand the entire 13th staff. Gen Gideon was well pleased 
ara thought the' idea of pending :a briefing team from a recentr . SAB 
i'6'ftiii-k;aeli founded -and recommended _it be:continaed., 

Our Civic 

• 

actionwork wasj 116 	 wit1i all of  
'son our tin-'e . 	333.  

." 

liegative report on no -o ows; or the month: 
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