
Combined AF, Navy Effort Saves Downed P ilots
DA NAN(i - Two crow mem-

bers of an &F-{ photo reconnais-
sance aircraft downed by cnemy
anti-aircraft artillery fire over
North Vietnam rccently have
been rescuod from tho Gulf of
Tonktn by n conrbined Air Foree
and Naw ltescue Tssk Force.

tescued were DIaf. f,ohcrl l.
tcCam, Ilc&tn, llars., ad
hb copllol. Botl cteeted fron
th& alreralt ovcr the Gulf of
Tr*ln, londtng furt r ftm mllrs
frtm lhs s}ure nunr Ilmg IIol.

Meior McCann was not injur-
ed, officials said, and has re-
turned to his unit. The other
crewman is reeuperating from
inluries on {he Navy Hospital
Ship Bepose.

"1?e were hit by anti"aircraft
artillery flre but I was able to
control the bird well enough to
gct lt out over the Gulf, where
we ejected. My backseater land-
ed about a mile and a half from
the r'hore and I Isnded about six
milen out," related the maior.

"T hc rqecue rent rvel well as
Ier as I am coneerred. I htt the
rdcr ed got ny radlo oot and
mrde contaci vlth our ftgbt€r
wsort. I had no problcm; the
Itshter cover ryffi ovcrlofld aU
&c tlme, ro I lurt raltot unlll
the Jolly Green srme ard ud't
tlc plclup. Il sss bcartlfulr" Lc
mld.

Col. Niek Farrell, Goldsboro,
$.C. is the vice commander of
the reconnaisssncr alrcraft'r
unit. and tlew one of the escort
aircraft.

Colonel Farrell said, "The co-
operation of the Air ForcaNavy
and the two downed pilots made
this rescue one of the smoothest
I have seen. Th* cn6plst* sff#rt

wcnt off us well as 1,rru cuutrd
poselbly lmagine."

Once the call went out for l[e
alr reeue opc'retlo,!, Alr Foree
Jolly Greeo hellcoprers, Alr
Fmce ftghter alreraft, end the
Nnvy',n $ll't "Bls ltloth*r" hsll-
oo[lerr thr U"S. Gutdtil tthrlle
Frlgate $teretl, atrd slrcrnlt
froo tte Cerrler [rnter *cre
lr tle areg.

Ah HC-130P "Crown" from the
S0th Air Rescue and Recovery
rescue operations with the
Squadron (MAC) coordlnated the
ground control intercept unit and
other segments of the ta* force.

Capt. George B. Stokes,
Houston copllot of the Jolly
Green which picked up Malor
McCann, tenmed ths re$cue
"just a normal operation."

"We scrambled from our pad
and were ln the area about {5
minutes after take off, We flew
at maximum speed and mini-
mum altitude." he said.

"Wf,et mede lt ro easy ur6
the faet that tbe tasl fuce rryas

ln plnrn over the ptlots rnd all
we had to do uas mate our $a-
t+r landlng und plck up llc-
('ann." Captain Stotes eonrlud-
ed.

Pararescuenlen SSgt. Alk,n .1.

,\verl'. Auburrr. IIass.. addetl,
"Captain Olivtrr (pilot Capt.
John D. Oliver. Marietta, Ohio)
rtall!' made the job easy for
me. Hr: put the aircraf.t right on
target so all Sevr:rns (TSgl.
Charles D. $everns" San Diego,
flight engineer) and I had to do
was grab the pilot's hand and
pull him aboard.

"He told me it was going to be
a wattr pick up so I put on m!'
scuba gear and wenl off hlradset
to get ready to junrp in, but he
did surh a beautiful job I didn't
even get my feet wet," sergeant
Avery said.

"ODce *e got hlm squared
urourd la lhe aircraft, I asked
hlm where hr. war from und he
nald Dodham, a suburb of
Soetor-tust 15 mlles from my
home. I oevm thought I would
ever rrseue a fellow BostonlaE,"
he said.

Sergrant Avery, in South Viet-
nam since lieptember. added,
'-1{e talked ubout .rports teams
from nur two schools and iust
hed a good-but brief-home-
town visit."

The Air Force and Nav)' air
reseue task force consisted of:
two Jolly Greens from the 37th
Alr ftescue ltecovcry Squadron
(MAC), Da Nans AB; F-100s
lrom the Slst Tactical ]'ighter
lVing, Tuy Hoa AB; an HC-130P
"Crown" from the 39th Air Res'
cue and Recovery Squadron
IMAC), Tuy Hoa AB; tho F-4
trrhgntonr sscnrt airgraft and
f-105 Thundtrchiefs.

Navy'.s foree included: an
SH-3 "Big IIother" helicrlpter
from the LISS Hornct. anti-sub-
nrarinr: warfrtre carrier; -{-{7
Corsairs and A-{ Sk}'hawks fronr
the {;:.ri'rlur ftanger; thr US$
Sterett, guided rnissile frigate.
and an E-18 from Earll' lYarn.
ing Squadron 121 fronr the Car-
rier Intrepid.

AF, Hovy Eltart Ssves Pilor
II*j. Robrrt L lrfr(onr ir+ helftd frnrn *.he JeiIIy {lreen filmt heli.
urpt+r 'Lurky LInd*', .fm$tsting &lru ln piffi&rescurm&n $$gt. Allen
S. Avcry (ln hellcoptcr) untl C*!. John ti. Orvlln Jr. A comblned
Air l'orce und Nary tessli tt'&m rr.('ently saved Malor Mcfann
and his copilot r+hen ihr.;" nera fon:ed to elect over the Gulf of'Ionkln. (Photo by TSet. Dtl Brinton)
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