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(Date) e )
sugsecr:  Mission Narrative Report (2-3-082-8359, 24=25 Dec 68) (U)

10: Det 1-40 C
-3pd ARRGP (JSARC)
"IN TURN

DECLASS LY
1. (U) This report is submitted IAN ARRSM 55-2/3rd ARRGP Sup L,

. Gated’ 11 July 1968.;;_

2. (8) On 24 Decenber 1968, Jolly Green 17 was flying alrborne orbit
in the vicinity of chonnel 89 when alerted by "Shoestring” for a "=
possible SiR mission, Jolly Green 17 proceeded to the border of Iaos -
"east of Channel 89 and commenced ¢limb prior to crossing, At 1610L ©
Compress cleared Jolly Green 17 to proceed to holding area approxdmately
1030/60/89 Jolly Green 17 was joined by Jolly Green 15 at the orhit
position and Sandies 9 and 10 were flying cover. The weather in the
entire area was clear. Sandies 1 and 2 and a Nail FAC were searching
for the survivor of Panda 01 at 1020¢/68/89 without success, A chute
was spotted at the anoroxinale locolicn whams The morariyer wens coim
DUT L% Woo LRUTLOS Lo De Irom some other source becsuse the survivor had
been seen to disasppesr intoc the trees in a different place. As
contact was made wSth the survivor, the 3aR forces were returned to base
av L730L; landing at 1630L, & firct lishi effort was planned for the
following merning and at 0515L, Jolly Green 17 (low) and 09 (high},
depaxted Chup‘el 89 for the same holding point, The nolding area was
reached at 0555L with Sendies 3 and 4 escoz riing the hc__uopue“s. Sandies
1 and 2 @rd a Nail FAC were conducting the search, - Sti31, no radio
opokagt with Ponds 01 and at apnrosimately 04650L, the aesel "ion to send
“Solly Green 17 in for a look ab the chuie wes made to deteramine frem the
air wheller anyone wes in the harnass, Hefore any actizn could be
staxrTea, oondy < developed trouble with one of nis wing ports coming
open causing hin Lo have to RT3 Lo Chamel 832, He was eacortcd b San andy
1. It was decided to wait until Sandies 7 and 8 arrived o replace 1
and 2., Sandies 7 and 8 arrived .on seene and took over for 3 and 4 vho
wend Vo the scene with Sandy 1, to be shown the locaiion of ithe chute,
Everything was set and Jolly CGreen 17 ond 09 moved from the helding point
and crossed route 911 to hizh karst NE of the scene, Jolly Creen 17
dropped tips and ceommernced descent at approximately 0815L, sfter axzival
at tree top level, Sgndies and the Hadl FTi0 tried to vecior Joily Green
17 to the chute buu could not do sc as they had lest signt of the
location, After several minutes of tree top flying, <0lly Green 17 was
told %o cl b back out until the chute could be relocated. ag the c¢linb
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out was initiated one of the Sandies svotted the chute apgain and was

able to vector Jolly Green 17‘33'EEE"I3EEEEGHTBEEE_EEEFﬁgiEEEEIy 0825L
Jolly Green 17 came to a hover over the chute, The Mlight Engineer and
Pararescue Specialist reported seeing z man hanging in the harness, inert
and helmetless, There had been no ground fire or sighting of any
personnel. by any of the 34AR forces up to this time, The Pararescue
Technician, AlC Charles D, King, yglunteered to descend on the venetrator
to recover the pilot, 4s the hoist started down the chute was disledged
by rotor hlast and fell to the jungle floor. Jolly Green 17 was hovering
in the tree tops approximately 125 feet above ground, The area of hover
was covered by a double jungle canopy with a dense jungle under-growth
allowing only occasional glimpses of the ground. The Flight Engineer,
Technical Sergeant Jerome M. Casey, stated that after Airman King was
lowered to the ground, he asked for more slack and dragged the penetrator
to a distance of about 30 feet through the underbrush and under 'a large
fallen tree or large branch to the inert pilot, He released the chute
and sgtiached the man to the penetrator. Then called for up hoist and was
using the hoist to drag the man over to the area beneath the helicopter.

While he still had about 10 feev to go, automatic weapons fire broke oub

and Airman King was heard £ o21) out ¥T'm hit,"I'm hit, Pull up, Pull up.
Al the same iime volly Green 17 started taking hits in the forgard part
of the main cabin area from directly beneath the helicopter. The pilot '
imuediately Imitiated & cILA0 OUs Of i€ Novers Iae penetrator snagzed

and snapped htae cable after pulling the hoist leese from ifs mounts.

40lly Green 17 clinmbed to altitude and returned to base, Airman King was

left on the ground, His condition is unknown as no further conwact was

made witn nim tlough the SAZ force remgined in the arsa until 1000L. The
above actions took place between 0825L and 0830L, The weather during the
entire mission was clear, visibilily unresiricted with light winds,

Jolly Green 15 and 16 were dispatched at 0805L as back-up and arrived in

the holding arez at zpproxinately 08451, The condition of the pilot in

the chute was never determined due to the attack on Airman King and Jolly
Green 17. No surviving crew menber of Jolly Green 17 ever saw the enemy
perscnnel doing the firing., Airman King's warninz to null uo, undeuiphedl-r
Reimag o Green 17 from heins shot down. Lhe action scene was near the
juncition of route 911 and 912, the Zajor lorsh Vietnamese infiltration
reute to South Vietnam. Rescort, Crown and Nail Fil support was excelleni,
Radio discipline was good throughout the mission. The eney appareatly had
the chute located and carefully withheld firing until the helicopter was in
its most vulnerable position, The pilot in the parachute never did zive
any siems of life, The armor plating in the flcor under the copilot
derinitely saved him from a serious wound, Jolly Green 17 was the only
rescue venicle hit, The bulletis were ,30 caliber probably fired from

2d-A7 type weapons, Three bulleis penetrated the fiveni fuel tanks, one
under the ecpilot's seat and three in the space between the fuel tank,
Electronic search for Jolly Green 17 pararescue specialisi was maintained

2 days., The next day, 26 December 1968, several beeper signals were
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picked up from near the area.

and proceeded to the Panda ares.
The SAR force was returned to base

The SAR forces were dispatched at 1416L

On arrival all beeper sicnals ceased,

at JOUSL Wit 2 oSondies remaining in

the area to conduct further electronic and visual search. With no
success, the Sandies returned to base at 1620L,

3
ho

(U) There was no survivor oz this mission.

24 Decenber 1363

JOLLY GREEN 15 (Loy)

Capt Richard Harwood
Capt Roger Gibson
TSgt Arthur Krumm
Sgt  Clinton Caffadl

25 Decenber 1968 =~ Alert

JOLLY GR=ZN Lo
It Col William Cameron

Capt  Roberit Heron

T3gt  Jerome Casey

A16 Charles Kinz .
m

25 Decenber 1268 ~ Back-up

JOLLY GRESH 16 (Low)

fajor Thomas Reinhardt
fajor Dale Weeden
Szt Lee Maples

c Barry Hebert

26 Decenbaxr 1063
JOLLY GREEY 09 (Low)

Tk Lance Bagan (USCG)
Capt  Saruel Wheate
M3gt  Lee Maples

A6 Berry Hevert

I8zt Dalford Widner

/

(U} Jolly Green Crewmembers Were:

RCC
RCCP
Pa
R3

RCC
RCCP
Fa
R3

B -

P f e
/}”,év/""fpmq ’%’ it
WILLIA G. CAM=ZROM, Lt Col, USLF
Rascue Crew Commander

o s P

JOLLY GREZN 17 {High)

Lt Col Willianm Cameron
Capt  James (liver
T3¢t  Jerome Casey
410 Charlee King

JOLLY GEFEN 09 (Hich

Capt Richzard Hammod
Capt Hoger Gibzen
T8t Arthur Kromnm

Sgt  Clinton Gaffall -

JOLLY C3EEN 15 {Bizh)

Capt  Jamss Qliver
Lt Col John lMorse

Sgt Henry Burnetid
A0 Leland Sorensen

JOLLY CHEEN 15 (Hioh)

Capt  Janmes Qliver
Lt Col Jonhn Yorse
TSzt Leroy ‘right
A10 Douglas Horka
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RUCIEUA/MAC MCP MADCOA  ——
 RUCIEUA/ARSCP SCOTT AFB IL e
- RUHHABA/PACARRC PROCP HICKAM AFB HI
- INFO ZEN/7AF DO DOCC DI DP TAN SON NHUT AH RVUN _
. RURTFJA/USAFMPC AFPMSC RANDOLPH AFB TX - o g
© o RHMSMVA/MACV SAIGON RUN 1 o ;:Iz—‘
2 RUHHABA/CINCPACAF CC
© RUKLAAA/TAC 'DOOS LR T
] 7 RUMLJHA/39ARRS TUY HOA RUN
. RUMOSRA/TUOC UDORN RTAFB THAI
fo7 RUMHPD/ZDL 1 3ARRGP SON TRA RVN s
1 RUMBPN/DET 1 4OARRS NAKHON PHANDM RTAFB TdAI
© CRUMBPN/BD2 505 NEKHDN PHANOM RTAFB THAI =~
RUMBPN/SECUBTSPTSP CBPOPA NAKHON PHANOM RTArR THAL
BT
CONFIDERMTI AL JOPKEP UIFFY/RESCUE REPORT/BUSARE
REFERENCE OL2=7" 3ARKSGP MISSAGES 25/08342 AND 2A/05177 DIC B4

‘ a,.{ 2-—'5-‘0833\

PAof 2 mHMISHNASQLS C O NF I ODENTIT &L

SEGARDING <2RCUE MIBHlON 2=3=08e=56352 (NOTAL 95 CMBTRYL")

DuBRIZFING OF TS0T J=EROME M. CASEYr JOLLY GHREEN 317

FLIGHT ENGINZEN/HOIST CPERATOR» REVEALS THAT HE 15 NOT

CERTAIN wHaT~ER THE PARARESCUESSN naS ON THE FOHIST

PEMETRATER AT THE TIdZ THE HELICOPTZR @A HET Ay

GAOUND FIRZ AND TYE HOISZ AnD CABLE SROKE AS THe HELI-

COPTER PULLEID UP TH AVEID FURTHER BATTLE DAMRGE.

TrE HOISE ChasblE wed 0T VEATICAL BUT ANGLED Ty &

HoAVY e HORTLONTAL TRIc LIM3. AFTER ~ALACING THE

WeRrARENTLY LIFELESS 300Y OF THE PANGA FILOT 0N T-E

PINETRATOR, THE PJ #AS TRYINDS TU CLZAR ThE Chpbd

FAlM THE Livd AT THE TIME of CALLED, 2ItM HIT> AT THE

SakE TIME THe HELICOPTER STARTED RELEIVIML MANY

HITS #HIUH NZCESLITATED aN IMMEODIAT: PULL UP. T3AT

i C4BEY wAS INJURED nHEN STRUCK oY Trc BROKEN ROIST

. 50 CANNOT oE POSITIVEe HUT HE DOES ~OT 3ELIEVE THE elass: iPisd by
TP HAD TIME TO MOUNT THE PENETRATER AS IT »AS

‘SUBJECT TO SEUZRAL DECLASSIFICAT 5
PLJLLED ‘\ER\JDFLY UP\\‘!RJI (U?"L') L] S S BT R - IO&

s 0F ZLECVI17E ORDER 11652
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IMMEDIATE i )
x *#***#********

*******h

PT 0308 : |

OTTCZYUW RUMOSRA4BS3 3600916:EEEE:;BUCIEUA : R

ZNY_ceccce 6 \ﬂ “7- 2

0 P 2508342 DEC 68 15 (ke

FM 0L2 3ARRGP UDORN RTAF3 THAI

TO RHMTSNA/3ARRGP/JSARC/TSN AB RVN _ 9 0echt 10 382

RUEFHRA/CSAF/AFCP/AFXOPFH/WASHINGTON D C

RUWTRTA/MAC/MCP/MAOCOA/SCOTT AFB ILL Auliun il U

RUCIEUA/ARSCP SCOIT_AFB ILL . 3 b

RUHHABA/PECARRC/PROCP/HICKAM AFB HAWA 2-3- 0¥z

INFO RHMTSNA/7AF/DOTO/DO/DP/DI/BOPMP/CP/TSN AB RVN Procrcss

RUNTFJA/USAFMPC/AFPMSC/RANDOLPH AFB TX | d

RHMSMYA/MACV SAIGON RVN - ——

RUHEAB/CINC PACAF/CC/HICKAM AFB HAW /

RUKLAAA/TAC/DO0OS~LR/LANGLEY AFB VA . | classified by

 RUMLJHA/39 ARRS TUY HOA RVN : - S: 'LSG:.‘I‘E.MDECMSSIFICATID‘I

. ZEN/TUOC UDORN RTAFB THAI Y .Sf..:mr-n-,yamcun‘m ORDER 11652

.\ RUMHPO/OL-~1: 3ARRGP SON TRA RVA : L ALTOsATICAL DCRN EDATTWD ;
- RUMBPN/DET 1 0TH ARRS NAKHON PHANOM RTAFB THAI ' an NERVALS mﬁj&?

ggmapwfeoa SOS NAKHON PHANCM RTAFB THAI DECLASSIFIED ON

CONEJTOENTI A L/JOPREP JIFFY/RESCUE REPORT/OL2 3ARRGP/TAF FOR

TACC

1. RESCUE PROGRESS REPORT.

PAGE 2 RUMOSRA4R53 C_ O N F IDENTTIA L
2¢ 2=3-082-8359
8 Be 5000 SCATTERED» VISIBLITY GOOD.

12' Sy /2u/2§§§ﬁ gEEggNR T E' TRATOR/25/012 y he puthari
3. DET 1 40TH AR H3E/FORRLST PENETRATOR/25 T A ity of
i4%. 1/1/0/0/0/0/ C*"z%iﬁgafzkéiédfiq
15. NOT RECOVERED. N
16. 4/14PLUS20/0ET 1 40 ARRS/HH3E: 8/31PLUS45/602 S0S/ AlEl 2/9 PLUS30/
39 ARRS/HC130P/
17/0/0/0/0/N0OT AVAILABLE®/0/0/0
18.A.5€ B. SE |
19. A. 15 NAUTICAL VILE RADIUS 1706N 10556E. 8. 1 POB LOCAT
EDs Co 1706N 10S56E. Da SE He A FIRST LIGHT £FFORT WAS
ATTEMPTED ON PANOA 1. CROWN 1 wAS ON SCENE AT 24/22002.
FEATHERSD AN ENGINE AND WAS REPLACED BY CROWN 3 LAUNCHED AT
24/2200Z. SANDYS 1 AND 2 ON SCENE AT 2u2255Z, JOLLY GREENS 90
AND 17 WITH SANDYS 3 AND 4 ON SCENE AT 24/2305Z. SANDY 2
LOST A WING PANEL AND RETURNED TO NAKHAN PHANOM. SANDYS 7 & 8
WERE LAUNCHED TO REPLACE SANDY 1 & 2. NUMEROUS FAST MOVERS WERZ
IN THE AREA. SANDY 1 REPORTED A CHUTE WITH SOMEONE HANGINE IN
IT. AT 25/0122Z JOLLY GREEN 17 WENT IN FOR PICKUP ESCORTED aY
H_'_"'_—“-—-——--\_...\.,.,.,.,_._._.
PASE 3 RUMOSRA4853 C.O A-E I 0O F N T I AL
JG 0O AND SANDYS 1+3¢4»7:88. PJ WAS LOWERED 3Y JG 17 AND THEY
BEGAN BRINGING UP THE SURVIVOR AND PJ AT 25/0127Z. THE PJ WAS
FIRED UPON AWD REPORTED HE WAS HITs ADVISED THE HELICOPTER TO
PULL UP. THE HOIST WAS LOST WITH BOTH PERSONNEL., JOLLY GREEN 17 -
SUSTAINED SEVERAL HITS. AND RETURNED TO NAKHON PHANOM, SAR FoRcesy RemAwr® (v
ARER LWTIL 25/0610 2 L ITH NEC»F\W. Lote ATOCToR ‘SG‘E‘DF‘Q ELERPOMIC SRRy conTIRES,
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b Ndv - Greommet 02 mission continued.

Y7 & Hov - Retrieval of Raven 30 by Jolly Green 17.
38 ':8 Nov WEﬂ Group and Lt Col
T 3 arrived for wvisit,
H %Ebec -‘ggggua of Tampa "AU and "B" by Jolly Green 17 {326 -
{0 z8Dec - Rescue of Dallas 03 by Jolly Green 36 (328).
& ;}?iﬂac - Rescue of Ridge YA"™ by Jolly Green 15 (329).
i3 }3Dec ~ Rascue of Candlestick Ll by Jolly Gresen 16 {330).

20

=3

=24

~—

29

#'Dec - Rescue.of Milestone LO7., PFirst light effort for detachment
with Jolly Greens cycling two pairs of Jolly Greens,
Plckup:finally made by 37th ARRSQ, Iate afternoon
“seramble for Litter Bl.

liiDec ~ Rescue of Litter 81 by Jolly Green 36 (331).

i Dec - Medical evacuation from Sakhon Nakhon %o Korat by Jolly
© +  Qreen 18, - Non-combat, non-aircrew save,

h;‘De,c_;:- Seramble for Panda Lead, Search called off hecauss of
darkness.,

HiDec - AIC Charles Ki ng, PJ on Jolly Green 17, MIA during
_continuab:.on of Panda missicn.

¥edical evecuation from Ram Chit Chi to Korat by Jelly
Green 16, lNon-combat, non-aircrew save.

#Dec -"’-(S) Jolly Creen 16 made an -emergency laending at abandoned
Lima Site 8¢.

#Dec - Jolly Green 16 repaired and retrieved,

- o it l." .; ?ﬁ\ﬂﬂtﬁﬁg a
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Robert L.aPointe

From: Forsyth, William CIV JTFFA J2 [william.forsyth@ijtffa.pacom.mil]
Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2003 10:52 AM

To: ‘Rebert LaPoinle!

Subject: RE: PJ last known status as MIA

Bob

On 5 May 1378 King's status was changed from MIA to KIA. He is currently
carried as a Last Known Alive case by DOD. #e are still activily pursuing
the case, searching for Vietnamese wveterans who witnessed the incident, to
date, none have be2en found. The archival material is as follows

IN MARCH 1993, AN ARCHIVAL RESEARCH TEAM TOUND AN SNVELOBE CONTAINING AIRMANM
XIMNG'S GENMNEVAE CONVENTION CARD AT THE CEHTRAL ARMED FORCES MUSEUM IN HANOI.
THE ENVELOPE WAS ANMNOTATED "GEHEVA COMVENTIOMS CARD. BELONGS TO PILOT:
KING, CHARLES DOUGLLAS, SERVICE MNUMBER AT1IsS21892. SHOT DOWHN BY THE TROOES
OF TRUONG 50N ON 25-12-68. THE PILOT'S RBODY WaAS SMASHED WITH AN ALIC
AIRCRAFT."™ HNOTE: THE “ALC" AIRCEAFT IS THE INDIVIDUALS RANK, THE VIETHAMESE
WERE PROBABLY MNOT AWARE OF EMLISTED AIR FORCE RANKS AND THOUGHT IT REFERRED
TG AN H-1 AIRCRAFT

Aloha

Biil &

————— Original Message--—--

From: Robert LaPointe {mailto:rlapointe@gcli.net]
Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2003 6:47 PM

To: Forsyth, William L. G5-13

Subject: PJ last known status as MIA

I just finished the story on pararescueman Charles Douglass Xing who was
lost during a mission in Lacs on Christmas Day 1968. In 1973 he was stiil
listed as MIA. He was presumed captured and according to his sister, Sherry
Hing, some sort ¢of his identification was found in the Hanol Central Museum
in 1993 aleng with a note in Vietnemese which stated he had been killed on
December 23, 19268. I would like to and his story with his official status
and when he was declared KIA verses MIA.

Thanks



