




















~ 1258 CONTINUED:

DOCUMENTATION COMMENTS:

- A SAR SUMMARY FOR THE INCIDENT DESCRIBES THE LZ WHERE THE CASE AIRCRAFT
ATTEMPTED TO PICK UP THE SPECIAY, FORCES TEAM AS FOLLOWS: "THE LZ WAS A
CIRCULAR CLEARING OF APPROXIMATELY 25 METERS IN DIAMETER AND WAS SITUATED
AT THE BASE OF A RIDGE WHICH RAN APPROXIMATELY ON A SOUTHWEST TO NORTHEAST
HEADING, RISING APPROXIMATELY 2000 FEET ABOVE THE LZ. TO THE SOUTH OF THE
LZ A STEEPLY SLOPED HILL 'ROSET' (PROBABLY MEANT ROSE) ALMOST THE HEIGHT OF

THE RIDGE AND FORMED MORE OR LESS A NORTHWEST EXTENSION FROM THE RIDGE
ITSELF. TO THE EAST OF THE VALLEY IN WHICH THE LZ WAS LOCATED WAS A RIDGE
LINE RUNNING NORTH-SOUTH AT THE SOUTHEAST END OF THE ASHAU VALLEY. THE
EFFECT OF THE TOPOGRAPHY FORMED A CLOSED OR BOXED CANYON RESTRICTING ENTRY
AND EXIT ROUTES AND ALSO MANEUVERING ROOM IN THE PROXIMITY OF THE LZ .
JOLLY GREEN 10 (CASE AIRCRAFT) . . PERFORMED A CRASH LANDING 200 TO 300

YARDS FROM THE LZ AT APPROXIMATELY YC 592 700 (RECORD LOCATION), UTM GRID.
(RESCUE EFFORT FOLLOWS) JOLLY GREEN 32 WAS HOVERING WITH THE MAIN

ROTOR BLADES BETWEEN TWO LAYERS OF BRANCHES OF A 100 FOOT TREE, AT THE 12
O-CLOCK POSITION. THERE WAS ANOTHER TREE TO THE ¢ O'CLOCK POSITION JUST
OUTSIDE THE ROTOR TIPS. JG-32 HAD PREVIQUSLY ATTEMPTED TO ACCOMPLISH THE
PICKUP WITH THE NCSE POINTED DOWN THE RAVINE TO ALLOW AN EXIT ROUTE, BUT
CLIPPED SMALL BRANCHES WITH THE TAIL ROTOR WITHOUT BEING FAR ENOUGH UP
SLOPE TO HOVER OVER THE JG-10 SURVIVORS. WHILE THE TWO JG-10 SURVIVORS
WERE BEING HOISTED, THE JG-32 PILOT OBSERVED MEN COMING DOWN A PATH AT 1
O'CLOCK POSITION AND PROCEEDING TOWARD THE 3 O'CLOCK POSITION ON THE RIGHT,
WEST, SIDE OF THE STREAM. AFTER JG-10 CREWMEN WERE ABOARD, JG-32 BACKED
AND SLID RIGHT AND DOWN TO A 20 TO 30 FOOT HOVER TO PICKUP THREE MEMBERS OF
CARROT TOP (SPECIAL FORCES TEAM)."

- I (MR. FORSYTH) TALKED TC THE PILOT OF JOLLY GREEN 10, LTC (RETIRED)
VERNON GRANIER WHO TOLD ME THE CRASH SITE WAS ABOUT 50 YARDS FROM THE
STREAM TN THE BOTTOM OF THE RAVINE AND WAS BETWEEN THE STREAM AND THE
EXTRACTITON LZ, HE SAID IT WAS CLOSER THAN THE 200-300 YARDS FROM THE LZ
(EXTRACTION) REPORTED IN THE ABOVE SAR SUMMARY. HE DID NOT KNOW WHICH SIDE
(EAST/WEST} OF THE STREAM HE WAS ON, JUST THAT IT WAS "THE MOUNTAIN SIDE".
HE DOES NOT REMEMBER ANYTHING ABOUT THE LOCATION OF THE EXTRACTION LANDING
ZONE, WHEN HE CAME IN THERE WERE UH-1'S CIRCLING THE AREA AND HE FLEW IN TO
THEM AND NOT THE TERRAIN. THE RESCUE SPECIALIST WHO ALSO SURVIVED THE
CRASH TOLD HIM HE WENT UP THE HILL A SHORT DISTANCE FROM THE CRASH SITE AND
RAN INTO "A VILLAGE" (PROBABLY A FEW HUTS). HE ALSO SAID THE H-34 THAT
CRASHED JUST PRIOR TO HIS ARRIVAL WAS AT OR NEAR THE TEAM'S INSERTION LZ,
HE DID NOT ACTUALLY SEE IT, SINCE HE WAS CONCERNED WITH THE RESCUE OF THE
TEAM. COL GRANIER HAD SLIDES OF THE CRASH SITE HE SENT TO US. ALTHOUGH
THE DETAIL IN THE PICTURE PRECLUDES AN ACCURATE PLOT OF WHERE THE CRASH
SITE ACUALLY LOCATED, BASED ON VISIBLE TERRAIN FEATURES, A BEST ESTIMATE OF
THE CRASH SITE LOCATION IS YC574706.

- BRIGHT LIGHT STATES MAJOR WESTER DIED IN THE CRASH AND SGT LAWRENCE ALSO
DIED, WITH HIS BODY ALMOST CUT IN HALF.

- THERE IS PROBABLY AN ERROR IN THE REPORTING OF THE CASE 1299/1298
COORDINATES. AN AMERICAN WITNESS HAS BEEN CONTACTED AND HIS DESCRIPTION OF
THE INCIDENT SUGGESTS THE CASE 1299 ARE PROBABLY GENERALLY CORRECT AND 1298
IS IN ERRCR.



- 1298 CONTINUED:

- ONE SURVIVOR (ENGELKE) AND THE SAR SUMMARY REPORT (SPT DOC #1) REPORTED A
H-34, WHICH HAD INSERTED THE TEAM, WAS SHOT DOWN LEAVING THE LZ. THIS IS8
NOT REFLECTED IN THE SAR LOG OR JSARC CRASH BOOK. THIS COULD BE A VNAF H34
LISTED IN SEALOSS AS LOST ON 5 OCT 68, WITH NO UTM COORDINATES. THE TAIL
NUMBER OF THE AIRCRAFT WAS 145593; HOWEVER, A VIETNAMESE LISTING OF ITS
LOSSES INDICATES THE HELICOPTER WAS DOWNED AT 1030H, 30KM SW OF A SHAU
VALLEY WITH A CREW OF THREE, WHO SURVIVED. THE 1298/1299 INCIDENT AREA IS
13KM SOUTH OF A SHAU.

- THE SAR LOG (05/0635Z) SAYS THE TEAM WAS AT "1601N 10721E" (YC5172), THIS
IS 5.5 KM WNW OF THE RECORD LOCATION. THE CASE 1299 RECORD LOCATION IS
OVER A VERY STEEP RIDGE AND 2.8KM WEST OF THE RECORD LOCATION FOR THE CRASH
SITE OF CASE 1298. THERE WAS NO UPDATE OF THE TEAM'S POSITION OR AN ENTRY
FOR THE CRASH SITE OF CASE 1298. THE SAR LOG (05/0826Z) SAYS THE TEAM WAS
"MOVING DOWN HILL TO MAKE CONTACT WITH THE PJ" AT THE CASE 1298 CRASH SITE.

- THE JSARC CRASH LOG LISTS THE CRASH SITE OF CASE 1298 AS "1612N10723E/
YC565915", WHICH IS 21 KM NORTH OF THE CASE 1298/1299 RECORD AREA; HOWEVER,
TACAN BEARINGS FROM THE SAR SUMMARY REPORT PLOT IN THE GENERAL 1298/1299
AREA, SUGGESTING THE JSARC LOCATION IS OUT OF THE BALL PARK.

- THE LOSS LOCATIONS FOR CASE 1298 AND 1299 ARE 2.5 KILOMETERS APART;
HOWEVER, WITNESS STATEMENTS FROM THE INCIDENT SUGGEST THE LOCATIONS ARE
ONLY A FEW HUNDRED METERS APART. ON 22 OCTOBER, MR. BILL FORSYTH
INTERVIEWED MR. STEVE ENGELIKE, CONE OF THE SURVIVORS OF THE 1299 INCIDENT.
FROM HIS DESCRIPTION OF THE INCIDENT IT APPEARED THE CASE 1299 COORDINATES
MAY BE CORRECT AND THE CASE 1298 LOCATION IS IN ERROR. ON 22 NOVEMBER,
AFTER REVIEWING A PACKAGE I HAD SENT HIM, THE WITNESS CCONFIRMED THE
LOCATION OF THE CASE 1299 INCIDENT RECORD COORDINATES ARE PROBABLY WITHIN
200 METERS OF THE ACTUAL LOCATION AND THE 1298 INCIDENT LOCATION IS IN
ERROR. HE INDICATED HE THOUGHT THE CRASH SITE WAS LOCATED NEAR YC564702.

- ON 31 JAN 1596, JTF-FA RECEIVED A MEMC FROM LT BRUCE COBB, USNR, WHO HAD

SPOKEN TO MR. KHANH VAN DOAN, A FORMER ARVN SPECIAL FORCES SOLDIER WHO WAS
A WITNESS TO THE DEATH OF CASE 1299 (STRIDE) HE STATES THAT THE HELO FOR
CASE 1288 CRASHED APPROXIMATELY 300 METERS EAST OF WHERE STRIDE'S BODY WAS
LEFT. DOAN PROVIDED TWO POSSIBLE COORDINATES FOR THE 1298 CRASH SITE ARE
YC5894 7038 AND YC5%21 7021. (REF: 22 JAN 1996 MEMORANDUM FROM LT BRUCE
CCBB, USNR)

PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS:

- DURING THE JULY AND AUGUST 1991, DURING SRV ITERATION 14, THE QUANG NAM-
DANANG PROVINCE TASK TEAM INTERVIEWED MR.HO SI THI, DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF THE
FATHERLAND FRONT IN NAM DONG DISTRICT. MR. THI REPORTED THAT ON 5 OCTORBRER
1968 A BATTLE BEGAN WHICH LASTED THROUGHOUT THE DAY. ONE HELICOPTER WAS
SHOT DOWN AND FOUR OTHER HELICOPTERS WERE HIT BUT MANAGED TO FLY OUT OF THE
AREA. THE WRECKAGE OF THE HELICOPTER WHICH WAS SHOT DOWN CONTAINED ONE
LARGE BODY AND TWO SMALLER BODIES. THI PROVIDED NO FURTHER INFORMATICN.
ATLTHOUGH THE INDIVIDUAL IS PROBABLY REFERRING TO THIS CASE, THE NUMBER OF
BODIES SEEN DQOES NOT CORRELATE TO THE INCIDENT AND HE MAY BE RELATING
HEARSAY INFORMATION. 1IT 1S DCUBTFUL HE WOULD BE ABLE TO PROVIDE ANY
SPECIFIC LOCATICON FOR THE CRASH SITE; HOWEVER, THIS INDIVIDUAL HAS BEEN
IDENTIFIED AS A WITNESS ON CASE 1159 AND CAN BE INTERVIEWED CONCERNING THIS
CASE IN CONJUNCTION WITH 1159. (REF: JCRC LIATISON BANGKOK 110900Z0OCTS1;

SUBJ: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REPORT CONCERNING CASE 1298)



- 1298 CONTINUED:

- IN JANUARY 1993, DURING JFA 93-3L, THE LAO SAID THIS CASE WAS LOCATED IN
VIEINAMESE TERRITORY. SOVIET AND SRV CHARTS SHOW THE CASE WELL INSIDE
LACS. (REF: AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 091021ZFEB93; SUBJ: SUMMARY REPORT OF

U.5 .~LAO JOINT FIELD ACTIVITY 93-3L, 14 JAN-8 FEB 93)

- ON 15 DECEMBER 1993, DURING THE JFA 94-21. TRI-LATERAL OPERATION, A JOINT
TEAM INTERVIEWED TWO WITNESSES TO THIS INCIDENT AT LAC BAO. OF THE TWO,
ONLY ONE COULD RECALL DETAILS OF THE INCIDENT. THE KNOWLEDGEABLE WITNESS,
MR. HO ST THI (47 YEARS OF AGE IN DECEMBER 1993} IS A RESIDENT OF NAM DONG
DISTRICT, THUA THIEN-HUE PROVINCE. FROM 1960 THRU 1967 MR THI SERVED AS A
MEMBER OF THE HUONG SON VILLAGE MILITIA AND IN 1967 HE BECOME THE COMMANDER
OF THE VILLAGE MILITIA AND SERVED IN THAT POSITION UNTIL 1969. MR. THI
RECALLED AN INCIDENT ON 5 OCTOBER 1968 WHEN HE WAS INVOLVED IN A BATTLE
WITH GROUND FORCES AND A HELICOPTER WAS SHOT DOWN. AFTER THE BATTLE, HE
VISITED THE CRASH SITE AND SAW THE BADLY BURNED HELICOPTER AND THREE BODIES
ABOUT 100 METERS FROM THE WRECKAGE. TWO OF THE BODIES APPEARED TO BE ARVN
SOLDIERS, WHILE THE THIRD WAS AN AMERICAN. HE REPORTED HE RECOVERED MAPS
AND A COMPASS FROM THE AMERICAN'S BODY, THESE ITEMS WERE LATER TURNED OVER
TO DISTRICT OFFICIALS. HE SAID THAT ONE WEEK AFTER THE INCIDENT, THE AREA
WAS BOMBED BY B-52'S. WHEN ASKED IF HE COULD GUIDE A TEAM TO THE SITE, HE
WAS NOT CERTAIN, DUE TO THE PASSAGE OF TIME AND CHANGES IN THE TERRAIN AND
FOREST. ON A MAP HE POINTED TO THE AREA OF YC5669 AS THE APPROXIMATE
LOCATION OF THE CRASH SITE. DUE TO WEATHER, THE TEAM COULD NOT REACH THE
INCIDENT LOCATION. THE TEAM CHIEF SUGGESTED MR. THI MAY BE OF SOME HELP IN
LOCATING THE CRASH SITE. (REF: AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 270731ZDEC93; SUBJ:

DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION: PRIORITY CASE 1298)

- ON 30 AUG 95 DURING THE 37TH JFA, IE2 INTERVIEWED MR. HO SI THI AGAIN
CONCERNING CASES 1298 AND 1299. MR. THI AGAIN PROVIDED INFORMATION THAT
CORRELATES TO BOTH INCIDENTS. ADDITIONALLY, ON 4 SEP 95, IE2 INTERVIEWED
ANOTHER WITNESS, MR. PHAM XUAN HOI, WHO CORROBORATED MR. THI'S STATEMENT.
(REF: CDR JTF-FA 281736Z SEP 95; SUBJ: ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 37003 ON

CASES 1298 AND 1299).

- BETWEEN 19 AND 24 OCTOBER 1996, DURING JFA 97-1L, A JOINT TEAM
INVESTIGATED CASE 1298 AND 1299. THE TEAM TOOK THE VIETNAMESE WITNESS, MR.
HO SI THI, TO AN LZ AT YC551688 AND MOVED NORTH FROM ONE RIDGE LINE TO
ANOTHER, HOWEVER, THE WITNESS WAS UNABLE TO RECALL THE AREA AND THE TEAM
RETURNED TO THE SAME LZ. AFTER RETURNING THE WITNESS TC LAO BAO, THE TEAM
ESTABLISHED ANOTHER LZ AT YC553710 AND MOVED TO THE U.S. WITNESS LOCATION
(YC564702), WHERE A SEARCH WAS CONDUCTED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. THE TEAM
FLEW TO A THIRD LZ AT YC594698 AND CONDUCTED A SEARCH OF THE RECORD
LOCATION (YC592700), WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. LASTLY, THE TEAM WENT TO
YC589703 AND SEARCHED THE SRV WITNESS LOCATION, WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS.
(NOTE: A GROUND SEARCH OF THE SAR LOG LOCATION WAS NOT REQUIRED SINCE THE
COORDINATE IS TO THE NEAREST MILE) (REF: CDR JTF-FA 2717572 NOV 96; SURJ:

UNILATERAL REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF CASE 1159)

- FROM 13 DEC THROUGH 15 DEC 1996 DURING JFA 97-2L, THE IE INVESTIGATED
CASE 1298 WITH A SRV WITNESS MR. PHAM XUAN HOI (PHAMJ XUAAN HOOIJ), WHO
HAD VISITED A CRASH SITE OF A HELICOPTER IN 1968 AND OBSERVED THE PROBABLE
BODY OF AN AMERICAN IN A BOMB CRATER AND THREE OTHER BODIES IN THE AREA.

ON 15 DEC 96, THE WITNESS IDENTIFIED A CRASH SITE AT YC559695 THAT POSSIBLY



- 1298 CONTINUED:

CORRELATES TO CASE 1298. MR. HOI POINTED QUT THE BOMB CRATER WHERE HE
ALLEGEDLY SAW THE BODY OF THE PROBABLE AMERICAN, A TEST PIT WAS DUG WITH
NEGATIVE RESULTS. DURING THE SURVEY OF THE SITE, THE IE FOUND MINIMAL
WRECKAGE, BUT DID NOT RECOVER ANY REMAINS, LIFE SUPPORT, EQUIPMENT, OR
PERSONAL EFFECTS. (NOTE: IT WAS LATER DETERMINED THIS WAS THE CRASH SITE OF
THE H-34 HELICOPTER) (REF: CDR JTF-FA 241709Z JAN 97, SUBJ: DETAILED
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF TRI-LATERAL CASE 1298)

- ON 26, 27, 28, AND 30 APR 97, DURING JFA 97-4L, THE INVESTIGATION ELEMENT
(IE) CONDUCTED A JOINT INVESTIGATION OF CASE 1298 IN KALUM DISTRICT,

XEKONG PROVINCE, LAGC PDR., ON 26 AND 27 APR 97, THE TEAM ATTEMPTED AN
AERIAL RECONNAISSANCE OF THE TWIN PEAKS DEPICTED ON THE PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN
AT THE TIME OF THE INCIDENT THAT WERE PROVIDED BY THE PILOT OF THE CASE
1298 HELICOPTER, LTCOL (RETIRED) VERNON GRANIER. DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER,
THE TEAM COULD NOT REACH THE AREA. ON 28 APR 97, THE TEAM FOUND THE TWIN
PEAKS AND MADE AN ASSESSMENT OF THE PROBABLE CRASH SITE AREA IN RELATION TO
THE SOURCE OF THE SMOKE DEPICTED IN THE PHOTOGRAPHS. ON 30 APR 97, THE
TEAM SEARCHED THE SUSPECTED CRASH SITE AREA AND FOUND LARGE PIECES OF
WRECKAGE CONSISTENT WITH AN HH-3 HELICOPTER. BASED ON THE LOCATION OF THE
CRASH SITE, AND THE MATERIAL EVIDENCE RECOVERED, THIS SITE CORRELATES TO
CASE 1298. (REF: CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI, 161715Z JUN 97; SUBJ: DETAILED

REPCRT OF INVESTIGATION OF CASE 1298)

- ON 24 MAY 1998, DURING THE JFA 98-4L TRILATERAL INVESTIGATION OF CASE
1298, THE IE TOOK MR. HO SI THI TO THE CASE 1298 CRASH SITE AS A STARTING
POINT FOR THE CASE 1299 INVESTIGATION. MR. SI RECOGNIZED THE SITE AND SAID
HIS SIX-MAN MILITIA TEAM FIRED ON THE HELICOPTER, WHICH CRASHED AND BURNED.
LATER, AFTER A FIREFIGHT WITH A U.S. SPECIAL FCRCES TEAM, THIS MEN WENT TO
THE CRASH SITE AND FOUND THE BURNT WRECKAGE AND WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS THREE
BURNT CORPSES. OCON WAS ONLY PARTIALLY BURNT AND HE IDENTIFIED THE REMAINS
AS AN AMERICAN, AS HE SAW SOME BLOND HATR AND WHITE SKIN ON THE SKULL. THE
OTHER CORPSES WAS COMPLETELY UNRECOGNIZABLE. MR. SI THEN POINTED OUT THE
TWO LOCATIONS IN THE CENTER OF THE MAIN WRECKAGE AREA WHERE HIS TEAM BURIED
THE BODIES WITH A LIGHT LAYER OF DIRT. THE TEAM DUG TWO 50CM TEST PITS,
WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. (REF: CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU HI, 3018153Z JUL 98;
SUBJ: ADDITTIONAL INFORMATION REPCRT 984L-002; PROBABLE BURIAL SITE
ASSOCIATED WITH CASE 1298)

REMAINS:

- NONE.

POTENTIAL WITNESSES:

- NONE IN LAOS.

SPECTIFIC REQUIREMENTS:

- EXCAVATE THE CRASH SITE AND TWO REPCRTED BURIAL LOCATIONS WITHIN THE
CRASH SITE. TENTATIVELY PROJECTED FOR JFA 01-5L, AUGUST 2001.



1298 CONTINUED

J223 RECOMMENDATIONS:

- NONE.

COMMENTS :

- THE BODY OF ONE ARVN SOLDIER WAS REPORTEDLY LEFT 50 METERS FROM THE 1298
CRASH SITE, WHILE ANOTHER WAS LEFT AT THE LANDING ZONE.
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From: Lilweb669@aocl.com <Lilweb669@aol.com>

Te: rlapointe@gci.net <rlapointe@gci.net>

Date:  Tuesday, October 19, 1999 6:29 AM

Subject: DAUGHER OF SGT. GREGORY P.LAWRENCE

Page 1 of 1

Mr. LaPointe,

was sent the link to your webpage from a friend, Doug McGill, retired PJ.
I would like to first say thank you for all the hard work you are doing to
iet peopie know of the work and sacifice that the men of the rescue units did.

| am the daughter of Sgt.Gregory Paul Lawrence, he was the flight engineer on
the Jolly Green 10 when it went down on Oct.5,1968. | have a webpage to honor
my dad and it includes the mission as it was told to me. You can visit the

page at

http://members.aol.com/lilweb669/index.html

If there is anything { can do {o help yvou with the work you are doing please

let me know. | have seen the listing of FE's on the site and there is a

little correction that needs to be done...if you don't mind...everyone that

knew my dad knew him as Greg...no one knew him as Paul...if you could change
it fo Greg | would appreicate it.

Thank you again

Deborah Webster

proud daughter of

Sgt.Gregory Paul Lawrence, USAF, KIA/BNR OCT. 5,1968
37TH ARRS - JOLLY GREEN GIANTS

10/26/9%



From: Lilweb869@aol.com <Lilweb669@aol.com>

To: rtapointe@gci.net <rlapointe@gci.net>

Date:  Saturday, October 23, 1999 8:33 AM

Subject: Re: DAUGHER OF SGT. GREGORY P.LAWRENCE

Pagelof 1

Mr. LaPointe,

i do have all the copies of the JTF-FA reports. How did you get any of the
reports? | have had the honor of contacting some of the men that were on the
mission my dad was on when he died. If you would like to maybe contact them
and get their views on the mission | can give you their email addresses. | am
sure most of them will be willing to discuss it with you for the book.

Yes, you have my permisson to use my dads picture for the book. | also have
another website of pictures from the 37th ARRS. | know that there might be
some pictures on there that would interest you. The URL for that is

" http://imembers.aol.com/jgkid68/index.htm

Good luck with your book and let me know when it's on the store shelfs...will
love to have a copy.

Debbie
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PICTURES OF THE 37TH
ARRS

J ~ These pages are my way of honoring all that served with my dad,
" Sgt.Gregory Paul Lawrence KIA. OCT.5,1968, JOLLY GREEN 10

TN I "He whom this site commemorates was amoung those who,
at the call of their country, left all that was dear to them,
endured hardness, faced danger, and finially passed out of sight of men by the path
of duty and self-sacrafice, giving up their own lives that others may live in freedom.

Let those who come after see to it that his name be not forgotten,"”

This quote was sent to me by Doug Ross, it was taken from a scroll presented to his Grandmother by
King George after his Grandfather, Captain David Ross, DSO, MC, 1st Bt. Argyll & Sutherland
Highlanders, was killed in France on November 9, 1918.

In a letter he wrote to me he said, " Those phrases exactly express my own feelings about all those
that gave their lives in Air Rescue."

I feel the same way.

"HAVING A GOOD TIME"
DEAN CASBEER
DON BOUSHELLE
JACK WATKINS
JOHN HENESEY
DAVE RODRIGUEZ

http://members.aol.com/jgkid68/page/index.htm 2/18/00
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GREG LAWRENCE
HERBERT HORNER
MANGRUM

http://members.aol.com/jgkid68/page/index.htm 2/18/00
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JOHN HENNESEY
DON CLAUDIUS
PETER J.GANUN

I want to thank everyone who has sent me pictures for these pages. If it wasn't for the kindness of
Jack Watkins, Duane Beland and Doug McGill these pages would not be possible.

LINKS TO THE OTHER PAGES OF PICTURES

@ 2ND PAGE SITES AROUND DANANG
@ 3RD PAGE MORE PICTURES

@ 4TH PAGE OF PICTURES

@ 5TH PAGE OF PICTURES

QO LINKS PAGE

Sign M

Guestbook

View My Guestbook

This page was created by
Deborah Webster
Proud Daughter of

http://members.aol.com/jgkid68/page/index.htm 2/18/00
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OUR HERO

- Sgt.Gregory P.Lawrence

Set.Gregory Paul Lawrence
Born; March 10,1938
KHEA: October 5,1968

USATF
37th ARRS
DaNang
Jolly Green Giants
"SC OTHERS MAY LIVE®

Qur dad gave his live while saving others. We meiss him more every day.
We have learned so much about our dad and we would like to thamk the men that served with
him for sharing thier memories with us. It means so much to us and helps us to feel closer to
Tim.

On October 5,1968 the Jolly Greens were called upon by the Army to extract a special forces
team,call sign" Carrot Top”,frem the A Shau Valley in Laos. Two Jolly Green helicopters were
sent out along with a team of Sky Railders to rescue the team. The first JG went in under heavy

ground fire attack and recieved damage to thier fuel lines and had to abort the mission and
return to the base. The second helicoptor was the JG10. The 4 crew members of the JG10 were

http://members.aol.com/lilweb669/index.html : 10/20/99
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Dewayne Wester; Co-Pilot, Vernon Granier; Pilot, Dean Casbeer; PJ and Greg LawrenceFE.
These 4 men braved ememy fire to try to resuce the team on the ground but it proved to be too
much for them. The JG10 was shot down about 500 meters from the pick up point. The PJ was
able to pull the pilot from the burning helicopt but before he could return the JG10
exploded,claiming the lives of the 2 trapped inside. Another JG was sent out to rescue the
special forces team and the 2 surviors from the JG10. The mission was completed and they
returned back to DaNang with thier helicoptor full and thier hearts saddened. They had lost 2
Jolly Greens that day,thier friends,thier brothers of war.
Greg Lawrence and Dewayne Wester lived and died the Jolly Green motto”So others may live™
" Qur father lost his life im a war that made no sense but, we find comfort in knewing that our
dad died while helping others and that Heaven gained a great mam.

I was only 2 years old when my dad died and my sister was 3 and our brother was 2 months
old. Qur dad never got to see his son and I have no memory of him. We are always locking for
information about our dad and would love to hear any stories that you might have. To even
kmow just g little about the man his was means so much to us. Also I am looking for more
information on Maj.Albert Dewayne Wester,the man that died with our dad. I want to add a
page to honor him.Anyone that remembers him and that wants to share thier memories with
me please contact me.

Please keep coming back to our page often. This is just the begining of our tribute to our dad
and we will add more to it as often as we can. Look for a family and friend picture page that &
wilt be adding soomn. '

THANK YOU FOR VISITING.
The Prowd Children of
Sgt.Gregory Paul Lawrence
USAF
KIA/BRN Oct.5,1968
37th ARRS
Jolly Green Giamts
Crystal Lynn Lawrence Hood
Deborah Shereen Lawrence Webster
amd
Paul Shannon Lawrence

Bill Parker has made a wonderful website in honor of our dad. We are very homored for his
work he has done in remembering our father and would love for everyone to visit his page. In
Honor of Sgt. G. Lawrence.

Thank you Bill for adopting our dad and keeping the memory of him alive. This site also has
information on how you can adopt an POW/MIA to help keep the memories going.

Here are some of our favorite limks:

WELCOME to. . .Sons & Daughters In Touch

http://members.aol.com/lilweb669/index.html 10/20/99
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USAF Helicopter Crew Losses ~ Vietnam WarCompiled by Jim Henthorn  jhenthom@home.com
USAF Helicopter Crew Losses - Vietnam War

Country of Loss: SVN Call Sign:
Pilot: David H. Pittard (42W-32)

Notes: Killed by hostile ground fire,

Tail No: 65-12782  Model: HH-3E Date of Loss: 5 Oct 68 Unit: 37th ARRS
Country of Loss: Laos Call Sign: Jolly Green 10

Co-Pilot: Albert D. Wester (41W-16)
Flight Engineer: Gregory P. Lawrence (41W-13)

Notes: While attempting to extract a Special Forces team in contact with the enemy, the aircraft received
intensive ground fire which damaged aircraft, followed by a fire.

Additional Information: On October 5,1968 the Jolly Greens were called upon by the Army to extract a special
forces team, call sign "Carrot Top", from the A Shau Valley in Laos. Two Jolly Green helicopters were sent out
along with a team of Sky Raiders to rescue the team. The first JG went in under heavy ground fire attack and
received damage to their fuel lines and had to abort the mission and return to the base. The second helicopter
was JG10. The 4 crew members of JG10 were Dwayne Wester; Co-Pilot, Vemon Granier; Pilot, Dean Casbeer;
PJ and Greg Lawrence; FE. These 4 men braved enemy fire to try to rescue the team on the ground but it
proved to be too much for them. The JG10 was shot down about 500 meters from the pick up point. The PJ was
able to pull the pilot from the burning helicopter but before he could return the JG10 exploded, claiming the
lives of the 2 trapped inside. Another JG was sent out to rescue the Special Forces team and the 2 survivors
from JG10. The mission was completed and they returned back to DaNang with their helicopter full and their
hearts saddened. They had lost 2 Jolly Greens that day, their friends, and their brothers of war.

Tail No.: 58-1845  Model: HH-43B Date of Loss: 10 Oct 68 Unit: 38th ARRS, Phan Rang
Country of Loss: SVN Call Sign: Pedro 44

Pilot: Von M. Liedernecht (41W-40)
Co-Pilot: Donald Brooks (41W-38)

Flight Engineer: Millard Bledsoe (41 W-38)
Flight Engineer: Emmett Orr (41W-42)
Other: Angel Luna (41W-41)

Notes: crashed at Phan Rang AB as a result of control problems, control surface hit blades, which caused blades
to separate.

Additional Notes: On 10 October 1968, at approximately 2037 hours an HH-43B helicopter (Call Sign Pedro
44) SN 58-1845, assigned to Detachment 1, 38th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron, Phan Rang AB,
Republic of Vietnam, crashed and burned while on an emergency intercept mission. A B-57 aircraft had
declared an in-flight emergency and Pedro 44 was scrambled with the fire suppression kit (FSK) to standby for
the emergency landing. During the landing roll out of the B-57, Pedro 44 entered a left hand climbing turn as if
departing the area for return to the alert pad. Almost simultaneously, and without any radio transmission, the
helicopter crashed and burned inflicting fatal injuries to all five aircrew members. Firefighting equipment and
medical assistance, already on hand for the B-57 emergency, responded immediately to the scene,

Jim Henthorn Page 7 07/11/2000
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USAF Helicopter Crew Losses - Vietnam War

extinguishing the fire within 15 seconds and immediately removed the crewmembers from the aircraft,
(TAKEN DIRECTLY FROM THE ACCIDENT REPORT DATED 18 OCTOBER 1968 BY LT. COL,
ROBERT M. FOSTER)

WHAT HAPPENED : The primary cause of this major aircraft accident was material failure of the azimuth bar
to "L" crank rod. This caused an in-flight disintegration of the rotor system and loss of aircraft control.

Tail No.: 65-07942 Model: UH-1F Date of Loss: 27 Nov 68 Unit: 20" SOS, Ban Me Thuot
Country of Loss: Cambodia Call Sign: Green Hornet

Crew Chief: Gene P. Stuifbergen (38W-79)

Notes: On 27 November 1968 SSGT Gene P. Stuifbergen, Flight Engineer, and a native of Augusta, Michigan,
was aboard a UH-IF slick on a combat mission over Phu Nhai Village; Rotanokiri Prov., Cambodia, 10 miles
west of Duc Lo, SVN. On this mission, his crew attempted to infiltrate a combined 6-man U.S. Army Special
Forces and South Vietnamese Forces Team into an enemy bivouac area situated in a deep ravine and
surrounded by heavy jungle. As the heavily laden Huey began its steep approach into a ten foot hover, it
immediately came under a fusillade of enemy anti-aircraft and small arms fire. During the melee, an enemy
round ripped through the flight controls, causing the aircraft to crash into the landing zone and burst into
flames. The pilots, a gunner, and two American team members escaped the inferno, but SSGT Stuifbergen and
the remainder of the team were hopelessly trapped; apparently dying undemeath the burning wreckage. Only
five of the ten onboard were rescued. Several desperate attempts were made to rescue and recover SSGT
Stuifbergen and the remainder of the team but became futile due to stiff enemy resistance. SSGT Stuifbergen is
presently listed officially in the "Presumptive status of Dead, Body not recovered," and is the first 20™ SOS
enlisted crewmember to perish in combat operations.

Tail No.: Model; HH-3E Date of Loss: 25Dec 67 Unit: 40" ARRS, NKP, THA
Country of Loss: Laos Call Sign: Jolly Green 17

PJ: Charles D. King (36 W-76)
Location of Loss: 170600N 1055600E (WD980925)

Notes: On Christmas Eve, 1968, an F-105, call sign "Panda 0 1", was shot down over Laos between the city of
Ban Phaphilang and the Ban Karai Pass. Its pilot, Major Charles R. Brownlee, successfully ejected and his
parachute drifted into an area known to be occupied by enemy troops. These troops had in the past aggressively
pursued downed pilots and contested SAR efforts. Two HH-3E's, Jolly Green's 15 and 17, on airborne alert
immediately proceeded to the incident site. Upon arrival, the Sandy's placed them in a high orbit. The on-scene
commander discovered a parachute in the trees. Numerous attempts were made to raise Major Brownlee on his
survival radio. It was late in the day and darkness quickly covered the jungle. There was no survival radio
contact from Major Brownlee, The rescue helicopters did not have a night combat rescue capability and were
ordered to return to NKP.

A first light SAR was organized to return to the area on Christmas Day. The crew of Jolly low were all
volunteers: Major Reinhart, aircraft commander, Captain Gibson, co-pilot, Sergeant Gallaghar, flight engineer,
and A1C Charles D. King, pararescueman. Once again the Jolly's were placed in a high orbit and the Sandy's
began trolling for ground fire. Enemy troops did not take the bait. Not drawing any ground fire Sandy lead told
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SPECIFICATIONS OF THE HH-43B

Rotor diameter: 47 ft. 0 in.

Fuselage: 25 feet

Height: 17 ft. 2 in.

Weight: 9,150 Ibs. muax.

Engine: Lycoming T-53-L-1B turbo shaft engine of 860 hp.
Cost: $304,000

PERFORMANCE
Maximum speed: 120 mph.
Crusing speed: 105 mph.
Range: 185 miles

Ceiling: 25,000 ft.

Detachment 1, 38 ARRSQ Mission at Phan Rang AB, RVN

Detachment One is a Local Base Rescue unit, equiped with two Kaman HH-
43B helicopters. The mission of the unit is fourfeld: Local Base Rescue
and Fire Suppression, Air Crew Recovery, Base Support, and Training. We
serve four F-100 Fighter Squadrons under the 35th Tactical Fighter
Wing; three squadrons of €-123 YProviders" under the 315th Tactical
Airlift Wing; the Canberra Bombers of Number Two Squadron of the Royal
Australian Air Force; the AC-119's (Shadow) of "B" Flight, 17th Special
Operations Squadron, and the AC-119K's of "A" Flight, 18th Special
Operations Squadron. Because of ocur proximity to other bases,
detachment one stands ready to assist Detachment eight of Cam Ranh Bay
in any mission, when we might be required. The area covered is roughly
a seventy mile radius from Phan Rang Air Base, north of Nha Trang, east
almost to the Cambodian border, and south, halfway to Ben Hoa.

HISTORY OF THE FINAL FLIGHT

On 10 October 1968, at approximately 2037 hours an HH-43B helicopter (Call Sign
Pedro 44) SN 58-1845, assigned to Petachment 1, 38th Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron, Phan Rang AB, Republic of Vietnam, crashed and burned
while on an emergency intercept mission. A B-57 aircraft had declared an inflight
emergency and Pedro 44 was scrambled with the fire suppression kit (FSK) to
standby for the emergency landing. During the landing roll out of the B-57, Pedro
44 entered a left hand climbing turn as if departing the area for return to the alert
pad. Almost simultancously, and without any radio transmission, the helicopter
crashed and burned inflicting fatal injuries to all five aircrew members. Firefighting
equipment and medical assistance, already onr hand for the B-57 emergency,
responded immediately to the scene, extinguishing the fire within 15 seconds and
immediately removed the crewmembers from the aircraft.

(TAKEN DIRECTLY FROM THE ACCIDENT REPORT DATED 18 OCTOBER 1968 BY LT, COL. ROBERT M. FOSTER)



WHAT HAPPENED

The primary cause of this major aircraft accident was material failure of the
azimuth bar to "L" crank rod. This caused an inflight disintegration of the rotor
system and loss of aircraft control.

THE PEDRO 44 CREW
MAJOR DONALD RAY ;
BROOKS OF DECATUR,GA|| DOB.- | ARRIVED IN PANEL 41W
| 09/30/31. | COUNTRY- 01/05/68 | ROW 042
ACFTCMDR/CO-PILOT |
CAPTAIN VON MILES
i a
LIEBERNECH(’.:[‘AOF BURBANK, | oo %%Réxgg ‘IKN | PANEL 41w
06/21/34 06/23/68 ROW 040
N 5. - S |
TSGT EMMETT SOMERS |
ORR OF ASHLAND,KY. | DOB.- | ARRIVEDIN | PANEL 41W
| 02/19/31 | COUNTRY- 01/22/68 | ROW 042
e R e e
TSGT ANGEL LUNA OF |
SAN ANTONIO, TX. | DOB.- ARRIVED IN PANEL 41W
07/19/32 | COUNTRY-01/23/68 | ROW 041
o JMEDIC ‘
SSGT MILLARD LUTHER :
BLEDSOE OF ATHENS, TN. | DOB.- | ARRIVEDIN |PANEL41W .

ROW 038

] )
1
]

| 01/10/38 | COUNTRY- 01/04/68
FIREFIGHTER ne
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