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Commander's Letter 7 November 1968

a - i’
Brigadier General Allicon C, Brooks
Commander .
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service £
Scott AFE, Illinois 62225 e :
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Dear General Brooks, i
1. Since assumption of command on 20 September 1968, the E
activities here for the remainder of September and the month | =2 ;
of October have certainly initiated me and the new members of E ;

the 3ARRGp into this elite society. If this period is reprcsenta- i
tive of the months to come, I look forward to the greatest chal- &
lenge and most gratifying year of my career. The opportunity Zz
to manage such a truly professional force is indeed the oppor-
tunity of a life time. With almost 100% turnover of key per-

|

sonnel in the group staff and squadron commanders, along with .
the recent announced change in tactical policy by President :

Johnson, to say the magnitude of activities here bas increased,
would be the understatement of the year.
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2. For continuity purposes [ will attempt to cover the signifi-
cant topics and events by functional areas. In the operational
area the Blacklace 19 misslon of 27 Septemnber nearly cost us

an aircraft and crew when JG 27 reccived battle damage and lost
#1 engine while the PJs were cutting the Blacklace pilot loose
from the wreckage of his downed O-1. As the crew was evacu-
ating aboard JG 24, ground fire nicked the ear of Sgt Beland, FE,
and a bullet severcd the chest pack parachute harness worn by
Major Wingfield, the RCC. The Army and Marines responded
promptly with gunships to aid our Spads, and a Special Forces
tearn to establish a perimeter around the site while we prepared
JG 27 for airlift out of the area; but the Army crane failed to
arrive as arranged and nearly cost us the recovery., When within
15 minutes of darkncss we were forced to evacuate our maintenance
team and Army troops, General Blood strongly recommended we
order the helicopter deatroyed. I refused, and after many phone
calls to the Army the crane was located and vectored to the area.
Sergeant Wailkine, a maintenance specialist, was put back on the
ground to hookup the cables from the crane and JG 27 was lifted
out just as complete darkness set in.
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VWe recovered LT COIUMEI VIC Wurv—opms =ay = .. . i
68508, Pleilcu) after he crashed in a hostilie area on 27 Octobcr.' He
was vne of the enthuziastic participants in our 7 November SAR con-
ference here at Tan Son Nhut.

4. The suspension of bombing in the North Vietnam Parhandle hoas

not noticeably affected our level of 2ctivity, The main difference is
that now the majority of the missions occur in ancther confined area,
The HH-53's had their shere of the action last month - an F-4 pilot
from a nest of AAA on 9 November; a 9-man ground team on 10 Nov-
ember; and an Air America pilot and 4 others from a Site under attack
a2t dusk on 27 November.

As &) esult of our experience on the 5 October 1968 SOG team ex-
tr;xautxan, ‘we have loaned a forest penetrator to MACYV for use in train-
ing SOG tearm members. Several of our ground team extractions in
the past have been delayed because the ground party was not familiar
with use of the penetrator.

6, We have just received word that the 38ARRSq has won an award
for the 'finest OJT program in Pac ARRC" for the third quarter of
1968, I feel this is particularly noteworthy considering the sguadron -
is made up of 14 detachments scattered throughout South Vietnam and
Thailand, each with a different OJT supervisor as compared to a
squadron that has all its personnel located on the same base with just
one OJT supervisor to run their program, Added to this are the
adverse weather and living conditiong, the constant harassment of
hostile rocket attacks, and the 60-70 hour work week, We have all
the ingredients and excuses to have a poor program, yet 3ARRGp is
consistently above the MAC standards.

7. We are beginning to see some posgitive action from our SAR train-
ing exercise in Septernber. Copies of the Operation Polecat Report
were forwarded to CINCPACAF at the request of TAF, CINCPACAF,
in turn, has asked Aeronautical Syatems Division to take expeditious
action to resolve SEACOR 144, In addition, 7AF Life Support is form-
ulating a proposed SEAOR for a protective face magk designed spec-
ifically for rescue aircrew purposes.

8. November was accident free in the ground safety area. In the
flying safety area, Major Burnfield, of the 37ARRSq, averted a major
aircraft accident on 23 November, when a materiel failure of the
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From: Lilweb869@aol.com <Lilweb663@aol.com>

To: riapointe@gci.net <rlapointe@gci.net>

Date:  Saturday, October 23, 1999 8:33 AM

Subject: Re: DAUGHER OF SGT. GREGORY P.LAWRENCE

Mr. LaPointe,

| do have all the copies of the JTF-FA reports. How did you get any of the
reports? | have had the honor of contacting some of the men that were on the
mission my dad was on when he died. If you would like to maybe contact them
and get their views on the mission | can give you their email addresses. | am
sure maost of them will be willing to discuss it with you for the book.

Yes, you have my permisson to use my dads picture for the book. | also have
another website of pictures from the 37th ARRS. | know that there might be
some pictures on there that would interest you. The URL for that is
http://members.aol.com/jgkid68/index.htm

Good luck with your book and let me know when it's on the store shelfs...will
love to have a copy.

Debbie

10/23/99
l






Robert LaPointe
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From: <Robert.Baldwin@hurlburt.af.mil>
To: <rlapointe@gci.net>
$ent: Tuesday, April 25, 2000 6:52 AM

Attach:  A-Frame Hoist.jpg; BOB.JPG
$ubject: RE: CH-3 A-frame hoist system
Bob,

Good to hear from you. Attached is an old picture of myself and TSgt Allen
Dyer rigging an A-Frame Hoist for a training mission. The picture was taken
at Sheppard AFB TX, in 1966.

The other photo is Jolly 10, (we think) lost 5 October 1968. The Flight

Engineer, Greg Lawrence and Co-pilot, Al Wester were killed on the mission.

The PJ, SSgt Casbeer and LtCol Vern Grainer were rescued by Jolly 32. The
¢rash site is known but they have yet to recover the remains. Any chance of
jrou coming to the Jolly Green Reunion, 5 - 7 May, Ft Walton Beach?

john Eldrige was in town this weekend. He and Glena were house guests at
the Stanaland's. We had a surprise get together for him at the Crab Trap,
about 25 of the old heads showed up. He was surprised, a few tears were
sihed. Fun was had by all.

Take care and tell all hello for me. Hope to see you soon.

Oh, If this photo don't work, let me know, <<A-Frame Hoist jpg>>
=1;Z<BOB.JP'G>>* I will do more research.

|
Bob (Mouse) Baldwin

! ----- Original Message-----
> From: Robert LaPointe [SMTP:rlapointe@gci.net]
> Sent: Sunday, April 23, 2000 12:23 PM
> To: Baldwin, Bob
1* Subject: CH-3 A-frame hoist system
j Hope you had a quiet Easter. The book is coming along well. I am looking
for a picture of an A-frame installed in a CH-3. A good substitute would
be a sketch from a CH-3 tech order. Do you have any ideas on who might
* have one of these I can use in the book. This subject is one of those

>:' where a picture is worth a 1000 words.

)i*
> Later

B AtDwi o 9, FPL

BRLOwWI NG /O, TPL

9/30/00





















