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Summary Report 1-3-108-8301, 27 Oct 68 

(S) At approximately 0330Z, 27 Oct 68, 37th AILISq Operations was 
notified that a Spad 01 (A-1H) aircraft had been hit and  crashed. 
His wingmaa, Spad 02, and Covey 541 (0-2), also working in the area, 
had observed no chute. Sped 02 was also reported to have stated that 
Spad 01 was very low when hit, had rolled over and had gone in on his 
back. Spad 02 and Covey 541's estimate of the situation was that 
Spad 01 had gone in with his aircraft. 

At approximately 0350Z Covey 541 and Spad 02 received a Aayday 
call from Spad 01. Jolly Green 32 and 33 were scrambled from CH 77. 
The crash location was given as 136/59/CH 72, later refined to 139/ 
58/CH 72. JGs 32 and 33 were airborne at 0400Z with an ETE of one 
hour to the scene. The weather enroute was a broken cloud deck, 
bases 5000', tops running generally to 8000'. Spads 11 and 12 also 
scrambled from CH 77, escorted the JGs to the crash site. The Spad 
escort is rsoo.impnded for any future mission in that area as they 
are very familiar with the area and were able to lead the JGs around 
known hostile areas with probably 371M threats. The JGs and Spads 
11 and 12 arrived on scene at approximately 05002. 

• At that time, Covey 541 was in the area along with Spads 02, 
03, and 04. Only Covey 541 had been able to read Spad 01 on 243.0 
mc and his location had not been pinpointed yet. Each time one of 
the Spads attempted a location pass, they received intense ground 
fire from a neighboring mountainside. The area of originating gun-
fire was a mountain of approximately 2600' elevation with gunfire 
coming from about 1/3 of the way up on the Southwest elope. The 
next ridge to the SSW had a maximum peak altitude of 1800' and ran 
generally NNW to SSE. Spad Ol's position was estimated to be either 
on the ridge or slightly down (20-30 yards) the NE slope. 

Crown 6 suggested the use of fast movers (F 14-0) to suppress the 
graundfire, but Spad 11 declined until the survivor's position could 
be more accurately determined. All Spads continued to receive ground-
fire on each successive pass as they attempted to locate the survivors 
exact position. JG 32 and 33 continued to orbit overhead at 7500' 
MSL. Voice contact with the survivor improved when directly overhead 
and the survivor stated that he was in a heavily wooded area and could 
see only straight up. He also stated that he was in satisfactory con-
dition. 

At approximately 0530Z JG 32 and 33 received air bursts from 37AM 
and/or 231M AAA and withdrew to an orbit further South. Spad 11 call-
ed for napalm on the graundfire position and shortly thereafter Covey 
541 spotted a chute through the trees and was able to determine a more 
exact position on the survivor. It was determined that Spad 01 was 
20 - 30 yards down the NE side of the ridge and about 3/4 of a mile 
from the mountainside where the groundfire was coming from. The de- 
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cision was then made t)briag in the fast movers to sterilize that 
area. 

The Gunfighters (F-40) arrived on scene at approximately 0615Z 
and hit the area with H-Drags, Rockets and Pistols. 

JGs 32 and 33 proceeded to Dak To for refueling, landing at 
0645Z, were airborne at 0710Z and arrived back on scene at approx-
imately-  0735Z. At 0745Z the Gunfighters were released and Covey 547 
had replaced Covey 541. The survivor's position was now known within  
25 yards and the Spads worked the area over with napalm and G33 in 
preparation for a rescue attempt. 

JG'32's analysis was as follows: The wino. was from the NNE. 
The only logical approach was from the South, approaching either 
along the West or East side of the ridgeline. The survivor was pres-
ently on the East side of the ridge. This location would have re-
quired a North heading of the aircraft for a pickup on the East side 
of the ridge. The other alternative would have been a downwind hover, 
facing South, with the rescue hoist and pilot being on the slope side. 
This was the better position, but had two drawbacks; a downwind hover 
at approximately 1800' and this position was more directly exposed to 
the grannAfire. 

JO 32 contacted Sped 01 on 243.0 and requested that he move dir-
ectly up the ridge and slightly down the West side. This involved a 
distance of 50-75 yards. He complied and upon reaching the top of 
the ridge, informed JO 32 that it was too difficult to move further 
a ad he would stay on the top of the ridge. 

JG 32 briefed all RESGORD aircraft on the procedures and tech-
niques to be used during the attempted pickup. The approach would be 
low and fast, using the West side of the ridge for cover to obstruct 
the enemy's view from the area of know hostility. As the survivor's 
area was approached a *pop-up turn* would be initiated from the West 
slope to the ridge top. Covey 547 was to give voice comnlnds as to 
JG 32's position relative to the survivor and call for survivor's 
smoke at the appropriate time. As JO 32 came abeam Spad Ol's pos-
ition and initiated the Ipop-up 6  maneuver, the Sped aircraft were to 
deploy total smoke between JO 32 and the groundfire site. 

The rescue was flown exactly as briefed with the survivor con-
tributing to the effort by vectoring JO 32 straight ahead to his smoke 
which was also clearly visible during the final turn. As JO 32 ap-
proached Spad 01 from approximately 50 yards out, the six Spads de-
ployed their smoke between JG 32 and the groundfire area. The smoke 
drop was perfect with some being dropped as close as 30 yards from 
the pickup position. The opposite mountain side became almost com-
pletely obscured from view and this contributed directly to the suc-
cess of the mission. The trees in the survivor's position were 
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lower than the surrounding trees by some 15 to 20 feet and afforded 
a depression slightly larger than the rotor blades. JG 32 hovered 
down into this depression to further obscure himself from the known 
hostile area. The Spad aircraft remarked later that he could not see 
JG 32 during the pickup because he was so well hidden down in the 
trees. As soon as Spad 01 was aboard the penetrator, JG informed the 
Spads to begin strafing as pre-briefed. As the survivor was pulled 
aboard JG 32 hovered straight up arid  prepared to depart as the Spads 
continued to strafe all the sarrounding vantage points. As JG 32 
departed the pickup zone, again via the West side of the ridge, low 
and fast, the Spads continued their °daisy chain° around the heli-
copter and supplied suppressive fire along the exit route. 

(C) The survivor was in relatively good shape except for some facial 
bruises and a backache. He stated that he had ejected at a very low 
altitude and hit the trees almost immediately upon chute deployment. 
He also mentioned that the climb up the ridge was completely exhaust-
ing and that he had two radios with him, which was fortunate in that 
one of them did not work. Pickup was at 0800Z. 

(G) JGs 32 and 33 accompanied by the Spads, returned the survivor 
to CH 107, his home station. JG's 32 and 33 .  departed CH 107 at 1020Z 
and arrived at CH 77 at 1200Z. Weather enroute to CH 77 was broken 
to overcast, tops 8000'. Flight altitude was 8500 1 . The survivor 
was Lt Victor Cole. 

(U) Jolly Green crews were: 

Jolly Green 32  
ROC Major Charles E. Wicker, 
RCCP Major Robert E. Booth, 
FE Sgt Herbert H. Honer, 
RS Sgt Stephen T. White, 

Jolly Green 33  
RGC Major Leo M. Wright, 
RCCP Major Paul B. Davis Jr., 
FE Sgt Robert T. Anderson, 
RS Sgt Thomas T. Winters, 

(NKp ) 

CHARLES E. WICKER, Major, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 

cN lpf L. --.,1/4„ ,°L..1 	 Ls) 
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4 Nov 1968 

Date: 27 Oct 1968 

lesion Number: 1-3-108-8301 

Flight Designation: Crown 4 

Location: YB 332423 (136/58/72) 

Distressed Aircraft: Sped 01 

Aircraft Used In Support: Covey 541, Cover 547, Jolly Green 32/33, Sped 02, 
Sped 03, Sped 04, Sped 11, Sped 12, Sped 30, Sped 32, Sped 5 and Sped 6, 
Gunfighter 03 Flt (2), Silver Flt (2), Sawyer Flt (2), Vegas Flt (2) and 
Cutter Flt (2). 

Aircraft Available - Not Used: Gimfighter 07 (2), Hemmer54/55 , Killer 03102, 
Falcon Flt (4), Sandy 1, 2, 5 and 6 (arrived on scene at time of pickup), 
Jelly Green 07/21 (enroute). 

1. 0330Z - Crown 4'e first indication was Peacock asking 3pa4 02 Why he-imea 
squawking emergency. Crown 4 was unable to heir the reply and started south 
from Echo orbit. Overhead CH 77, Crown 4 had voice contact with Covey 547 
who stated Sped 01 had gone down near the "Little Dog's Head near the Inter. 
change°. No chute or beeper had been sighted. Covey 547 looked at the crush 
site and did not think aulone eculd be alive. .Crown 4 regaestedCovvy 547 
and 541 to conduct au electronic search of area and Sped 02,03 and 04.started 
far GH 107. After approximate1y 10 minutes, Covey 547 reported he had voice 
contact with the pilot and . knaarthe general area whereto. was down.. Jo1.1, 
Greens 32/33 aod Spads 11/12 were launched fran CH 77 and were airborne 0335Z, 
ETA far area 0300Z.- 

2. Weather for the crash -  site,  was clear with unrestricted visibility.. ,Lower: 
cloud dackfteekCif 77:to 40 seilei_sest of crash site sided arrival at Jolltr 
0reeuepstrplUkvaeappointedE(SO4cone-CUmessidWir.: WhiColalrincisepimpolsot„ 
survivers,;gruuMertiriway'reosiveitrea.a•ridge•to.the•northeast3itwysar 
now g-sueriat4litYimmg:IdtAnticeipatibethe neectrorfasVnovisei;..tha(tiret 
flight=arriOnjiiiiiio-likOlar.regaLtuderof - SAk.orfort.411gbba 
l'gwigrag."*iirffesgtWilt thais4 

3.. During: ibitia.rphase or effort's, Sone Aitticulty we; eneounterad inpi.
Pailitint the eiirvivor;,*-- ,7ha:_terrain;Tsilig1e canopy -50 to 75 feet) .-  prevented:, 
visual centact;*11,:the 	et!DIfs; the- position vas located within-MO-asters 
which. we well clear -  at suspected ground fire (appraldnately 600 nipters. to - 
northeast). Sped 02„ 03 and Oler- expended cixtbuinett •xcePt Itor -  Cal, bat were 
usable  to use  fast; imoverslibi;. the: first boar beaux:so of the nocertainity vt 
ourvivoris Position.; :Spet 022. 03-  and•-'04 departed -scene at 0530Z.- Spat 11 
became Ce-Soene-Camander; With assistance of Covey 541, Sped U. located 
survivor's chute at 96002-  and feet avvvers ecere_hrought In end the gun posi... 
tics. wad hit for 1+45. 	 • , 
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4. The decision was miwe 	0O45:1 to send Jolly Omens 32 and 33 to Dak To 
(110/40) for refueling raLher than using Crown t. r,:rown 4 unable due to fuel 
state and /pas uf continuity of mission. covey 547 escortmo and Jolly Green 
32 returned on scene at 07352: with Jollyr...;reen 33 seven minutes behind. 

5. Decision to attempt pickup was mace at 0740Z with Sped 11, 12, 5, 6, 30 
aad 32 setting up smoke screen and daisy chain while Jolly Green 32 and Covey 
547 cake in from south along ridge 	to locate survivor: Jolly Green 32's 
briefing was very thorough and operation started at 0750Z when Jolly Green 
33 was in position south of at.. No ground fire was reported during pickup 
and survivor was spotted immediately when signal asoke was popped. Survivor 
directed Jolly Green overhead tg- radio and the pickup (0800Z) and egress were 
uneventful. Jolly 32/33 and Sped 5, 6, 11, 12, 30 and 32 RTE'd Cid 107. Fast 
movers were released by Crown 6. Sandy 1, 2, 5, and 6 RTB'd GB 09 as they 
arrived on scene. 

6. Mission problems: Radio discipline suffered initially due to exceediva-mse 
of Guard during Sped strikes, however, after approximately 45 minutes frequency 
364.2 established as strike frog and 142.7 used for coordination. Fast movers 
were handled by Panama on 306.0 and were sent to strike frog by Crown 4 upon 
request of Sped U. Peacock and Lion OCI interrupted frequently even after 
being requested to contact Panama and remain off the frequencies. Fast =TOTS 
still oame up 3AR primary for initial contact even after Queen was toldta 
send all RESCAP aircraft to Panama for holding. Coordination of fast movers 
overall worked very well as two flights were always available and all were 
ampler:8d except for initial two flights. Sped 30 coordinated on etetor with 
Crown 4 for fast movers support. When Sped Il was ready far a flight, Crown 
4 instructed them to go uniform and standby flr a call from Sped U. This 
method wee very effective and greatly reduced chatter. 

7. Reesemendatione: 

a. Squadron Intelligence iuclude terms °Little Dog's Head" °Interchange 
and 'The bear'amkprominen ant ldmarks for Tigerhomod. List of elailar words 
could be parneeiCinAtissina Paderfor eadh_particular arse- 

AlsoslassitticcOldiptiOnaLto reloaeting Crowe L. esttr ortdata to 
 bst*OnerageesrAgerholuicri.- Cram Lad. not hear eeli•, TIM& 

CronL. 	 40101:rib' Foreeih=aariscreasiagmmegereniftliomi 
*** • 	..—Tbi40841ral6MWSOOK*SOOK:haig4fthignkidiii4104114f 

tatiAar- . 	- *Ps- 	 ' 17  tha'ratok:anzuz.fince star regd.*, cory-i 
sr•g• fer'Icareareseerbat 	•  30-70/1094 

Aiel.10.1.*44:4_1.‘,4474 

acoba*; 
100 Hobert V. Butler d. 

a. 171 	 Mgt lialiaTr...S1mA1et  • 
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1. (U) This report is submitted 1.-LM 	 -lin 1 	-ar. • • 	- • 

2. (L, -t approximately 03307,,  27 Oct 68,  37th 4:,:aas Operations was 
notified that a  Spad 01 (L-1-4 aircraft had been hit and crashed. 
wingman, 3pad 02, and Covey 541 (0-2) also working in the area, had ob-
served no chute. Cpad 02 also was reported to have stated that Spad Cl 
was very low when hit, had rolled over and had gone in on his back. Cpad 
7:2 and Covey 54.1s'  estimated the situation was that Spad Cl had gone in 
with his aircraft. 

N 	, 
g2 	 .... 

...t approximately 2350Z Covey 541 and Spad 02 received a ::ayday call 
.erom Spad -1.  Jol_ / -,;-ar-_,. enz 32 (low) and 33 (high) were scrambled from 

4 2 	Ch 77. ?he crash location was given as 136/59/Ch. 72, lator refined to 
139/53/Ch. 72. :Gs' 32 and 33 were airborne at :400,1 with an ETE of one a 

‘AlLik.‘ 1.-..2 -.5 to the scene. no weather onroute was a broken cloud deck, bases 
.. 

4  Al ' 	'J,0 1 , tops running generally to 8000'. Spads 11 and 12, also scrambled , 

! Irom Ch. 77, escorted the Zs' to the crash site. The 3pad escort is 
v;): recommended for any future mission in that area as they are very familiar 

''. 	, with the area and were able to load the JCS' around :nactin hostile areas 

	

..,., 	.. wiL,..1 probable 371I1 threats. The JGs' and Spada 11 and 12 arrived on scene 
at approximately 0500Z. 

V. 
-: ..s. l'.4, 'E-7.1 El 	:It that time, 	Covey 541 was in 	

•
the area along with Spads 02, 030  and 

- ra 04. Only Covey 541 had been able to read 3pad 01 on 243.0 De and his lo- 
;3 be P.4 cation had not been pinpointed yet. Each time one of the Spads attempted 

a location pass, they received intense ground fire from a neighboring 
mountainside. The area of originating gunfire was a mountain of approx-
imately 2600' elevation with the gunfire coming from about 1/3 of the way 
up the Southwest Slope. The next ridge to the South-Southwest had a max-
imum peak altitude of 1800' and ran generally :11114 to SSE. Spad 01s' posi-
tion was estimated to be either on the ridge or slightly down (20-30 yards) 
the NE slope. 

• Crown 6 suggested the use of fast movers (F4-C) to suppress the ground-
fir-, . but  Cpad 11 leclined until the survivors  position could be  more  accur-
ate,ly determined.  L.11 Spads continued to receive ;roundfire on each auces-
Ci7S pass as they ar...te,-,pted to locate the survivors exact position. Zs' 
32 and 33 continued to orbit overhead at 75 :a.  7oicc centact with 
the survivor improved when directly overhead and the survivor stated that 
he was in a heavily wooded area and could see onl- strai:ht --a. 	also "7'N ,.'tzt.t,-1-4-4.-4he  -r-- in eatisfactory conaiti:Al; 

 '1  /'  !' 1°-  " 1.-  r " 	 "'"A  Vi" ..Z • r. 	 • 
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'epre: -4 eate- y '?530Z J:s 1  3=",  en," 33 .- 	--r' -ir blerzts from 37 ar"/ 
or 2.3: - :.1.L4. and withdrew to an orbit further .;Duth. „:pad 11 eallod for 
na;:alm on :7,e ;rolendfire ;:ositien and shortly 'ehereafter levoy 541 spotted 
a chute thro - Igh the trees and was able to determine a more exact position 
on the survivor.  -t wac determined that Jpad 01 was 20-30 yards down the 

sic'le of t e -4 -'ge and about 3/4 of a -era from the -lountainside whore 
the jroundfire was comir from. The decision was then made to bring in the 
fast movere to oterilize that area. 

The 	 on scene at aperoximately :(.157, and hit j 	 - 

the rea with a-Drags, :lockets and Hetolc. 

-e and 33 proceeded to Dalt 2o for e.efr.elinz, landing at 
were a4 -borne at 7102 and arrived bac?: )n scene at a l.:proximately 073e2. 

-745Z the alr'4 ghte-s were rPleaced -nd Covey 547 had relaced Covey 541. 
The e-erv4vore position was now known within 25 yards and the ipads werhed 
the area over with naerim and CT: in preearatien for a rescue attempt. 

J2 32'e analyeis was as follows: -he wind was from the '73. -he orly 
logicel approach ":_s from the e;o-th, aerroaching either 'along the -.:ect or 
2ast side of the ridgeline. The survivor was presently on the :ast side 
of •rid. This location would have required a :orth heading; of the 
aircraft for a pichup on ale...;aot side of the ridi:e. The other alternative 
would have been a downwind hover, facing south, with the rescue hoist and 
pilot bin; on the slope side. This was a better l'osition, but had two draw-
backs: a downwind hover at ap::roximate15 ,-  16:0 1  and this poeitien was more 
directly exposed to the ,:raundfire area. 

J2 32 contacted 3pad 01 on 243.0 and requested that he move directly 
7r, the ,-4-33.e and slightly down the 'Jest side. This involved a distance of 
50-75 yards. he cemplied and upon reaching the to of the ridge, informed 
J2 32 that it  was  too difficult to move further and he would stay on the 
top of the ridge. 

J2 32 briefed all RL3CC3T aircraft on the procedures and techniques to 
be used during the attempted pickup. The approach would be law and fast, 
using the 'Jest side of the ridge for cover to obstruct the enemy's view 
from the area of known hostility. :is the survivorts area was approached a 
"pop-up turn" would be initiated from the :lest slope to the ridge top. 
Covey 547 was to give voice commands as to JO- 32's position relative to the 
survivor and call for survivor's smoke at the appropriate time. s JO 32 
came abeam Spad 01's poeition and initiated the "pop-up" maneuver, the 3pad 
aircraft were to deploy total smoke between JG 32 and the groundfire site. 

The rescue was flown exactly as briefed with the survivor contributing 
to the effort by vectoring JO 32 straight ahead to  his  smoke which was also 
cle- ,.ly visible during  the  final turn.  ..s J2 32 aeproached 3pad Cl from 
approximately 50 yar 4 c out, the six Ipade deployed their smoke between CO 
32 and the ground''ire area. The smoke drop was perfect with some being 
".ropee^ 

 
as close as 30 yards from the pi:lie:el pooitien. The opposite -Torn-

tai .2 4 ''0 became ,7 eoot ccnniot ;e1-e 	 17 i e'sse ,-od from 71.21/ and this contributed ellr 
:4 r-ct/y to the`e'ceeSe :Of' JIhe rAzillh;  ,,  Th3 t:-.-3es 4 :1 the surv-Iverio poe4 t4 on 
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e.ers lower :Lan the aurrounding trees by some 15 to ZO feet an: afforded 
'T-eosim elig.:tly larger than the rote ,- hlac. J0 32 hovveed ,aown into 

this derressi)n to f'Irther obscure himself from the 'mown hostile area. 
he Zpad aircraft remarked later that he ccrad not see JC, 32 durin; the 

pickup because he was so well hic"..den down in the trees. -s s- en as Lpad 
was aboard the lenetratfte., JG 32 informed the Spada to begin strafing as 
pre-briefed. ..frs the survivor was pulled aboard J0 32 hovered straight up 
as prepared to depart as the :tads continued to strafe all the surrounding 
vantage points. Ls JG 32 departed the pickup zoae, again via the 1:est.side 
of the ridge, low and pest; the Lpade continued their "daisy chain" around 
the helicopter and sunplied suppressive fire along the exit route. 

3. (L) The survivor was in relatively good shape except for some facial 
el  bruises :d  a backache. 2e etatad that he had ejected at  a  very low alti-

tude and hit the trees almoet 1: -mediately upon chute deployment.  7:e  also 
-lentioned that the climb up the ridge was completely ex21.austing and that 
he had two radios with him, which was fortunate in that one of them did 
not work. 24 c::up was at 0800Z. 

4. (3) J0s' 32 and 33 accompanied by the Spada, ret ,trhed the survivor to 
Oh 107, his home station. JGs' 32 and 33 departed Ch 107 at 1?20Z and 
arrived at Oh 77 at 12001 Ireather enroute to Oh 77 was broken to overcast, 
tops 3000'. Flight altitude was S570'.  The  survivor was LtCol 71c:tor Cole. 

5. On Jolly Green crews were: 

Jolly Green 32  

1Za,1 Charles 3. ticker, 
2CCP n14  Robert L. Booth, 
FE Set 2erbert H. :oner, 
RS $gt Ltephen T. white, 

Jolly Green 33  

RCC Maj Leo 11. Wright, 
RCCP Maj Paul 3. Davis Jr, 
FE Sgt Robert T. Lnderson, 
RS Sgt Thomas T. Winters, 

"ILL 1-44e.CirC, 
Can= 2. WIT=1, Major, USO 
Rescue Craw Comander 
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