
































DECLASSIFIED gpanet

. needed assistance. A classic SAR effort developed with 14 A-1E Sandys and

. Spads and numerous Army helicopter gunships being used to suppress the ground
fire of the hostile forces. JG 28 was cleared in to attempt a landing to
pick up the surviyors? but in the process_i; received numerous hits from
enemy ground fire and was forced to Teave thé scene. Shortly fhefeafter, JG
10 started in for the pickup éﬁd'rgcgived in?ense ground fire ffom‘the enemy
below and eventué]]y c}éshed and burned. _TQe:crew-of JG 10 were feared lost,
until contact was later made with fhe PJ and the aircraft commander who was
injured. After sortie upon sortie was_emp1oyed_to silence ‘the'grdund fire, °
JG 32 moved in for a hovering pickup, while JGs 25 and 21 étood by;hs backup.
JG 32 managed to successfully recover the four survivors of the ground team

13/
plus two crewmembers of JG 10.
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Later the same month, a dramatic rescue of an unusual nature was made of

two aircrewmen who had successfully ejected and were in the water northeast of
Tiger Island. JG 29 went in to attempt a pickup of the survivors and received
intense ground fire from Tiger Island, causing it to crash into the water with-
in 500 meters of the two survivors. The four crewmembers of JG 29 abandoned
the aircraft and deployed their life rafts. Heavy ground fire was still
coming from the enemy on Tiger Island, so many fast movers were called in to
suppress the ground fire, while two A-1Es, Spads 11 and 12, laid down a smoke
screen to provide cover for JGs 31 and 33 who moved in and successfully picked
up all six survivors.lﬂ/

While water pickups generally were preferred because of the lower likeli-

hood of enemy fire, this case turned out to be one of the hottest of missions.
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