
Eight Rescued  on Two  Days  

Rescuemen Match Efforts With Fate 
sponse of tactical airpower and 
the courage of Air Force crews 
made the daring escape pos-
sible. 

Two (lays earlier, the rescue 
team saved two RF-48 Marine 
crewmembers after they had 
parachuted Into the stormy. 
wIndlashed Gulf of Tonkin. -The 
Marine pilots climbed aboard a 
Jolty Green rescue helicopter of 
the 37111 Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Squadron exactly 23 
minutes after they had been 
forced to ball out. 

20 October 1963 JO 29 shot down at Tiger Island. Crew and survivors 

rescued by high bird 
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The Oct. 2ip rescue began 
Early In the morning when an 
F-4 Phantom from the 366114 
Tactical Fighter Wing was crip-
pled by enemy fire over the 
southern panhandle of North 
Vietnam. • The two erewmem-
bers headed for the coastline 
and elected near Tigre Island. 

Jolly Green Giant helicopters 
from the rescue squadron ran 
medlately were vectored to the 
area to make the pick-up. A4 
Skyraider pilots !torn a --dc 
Thrtment element of the 6th 
Special Operations Squadron 
were scrambled to direct about 
adozen tactical fighters called 
161- provide fire support for the 
rescues. 

As the fighters headed for the 
rescue site, Communist gun-
ners on Tigre Island opened 
lire. The first hit blew a chop-
per's tail off after it had landed 
to make the pickup. 

"Our rescue attempt was OW 
at that time and we became a 
part of the surviving party," 
recalled Jolly Green pilots Cap-
tains Gerald M. Moore and 
Laurense C. Davis Jr. Once in 
their rails they rowed against 
the mounting seas away front 
the enemy tire. 

limping The 1-4 OM% — nho 
had suffered serious back in. 
juries — were pararesenernan 
Sgt. Steve T. White of Los M-
ton, Calif.. and the rooters 
flight engineer. Sgt. Robert T. 
Anderson of St. Louis. 

After facing 10-foot swells and 
continued enemy fire for almost 
an hour, two Jolly Greens at, 
'templed a multiple pickup. 
Fighter pilots temporarily sups 
pressed some of the enemy tire 
and a smoke screen was laid 
for the descending, zig•ragging 
choppers. , 

"The seas were pretty rough 
and we couldn't land o we had 
to use the hoist.' commented 

Mai. Charles Wickes. the TeStat 
crew commander. "Each time 
we went Into a hover, the people 
on the island started Leming ln 
on us. I've never made faster 
pickups in my life, because the 
enemy was just walking them 
up to the chopper." 

It took only three to four min-
utes to pick up all six men — 
four on Major Wicker's aircraft 
and two on the chopper com-
manded by Capt. Jerry M. 
Griggs, Kannapells, N.C. 

Two days earlier, the two Ma. 
rine pilots were rescued by a . . 
Jolly Green scrambled fro in 
Quang Tri Marine Corps MO 
23 miles from the dash Seen ti 

Making the plckulkwere Cap-
tains Richard D. Griffiths, Pem-
broke, Mass., and George 
Stokes, 1Iouston, Ale Robert 
Cassidy, Mercer, Pa., and ser. 
grant Anderson who was to play 
another life-saving role two 
days later. 

DA HANG—The men involved 
io rescues at Da Nang had two 
hectic days recently In which 
they saved eight aircrew mem-
bers, including four of their 
own. 

On Oct. 20, all the IMMS  of 
NOV th sitetnam's Tine island 
couldn't stop one of the most 
dramatic rescue efforts in the 
Gulf ot Tonkin. 

Six Air Force personnel were 
pulled from the enemy's grasp 
near the island stronghold about 
four miles away. The quick re- 


