Eight Rescued on Two Days

Rescuemen Match Efforts With Fate

NA NANG—The men involved
in Tescues @t Da Nang had lwo
hectic days recently in which
they saved eight aircrew mem-
bers, including four of  their
awh,

On Oct. 20, all the gons of
Morth  Vielnam's Tigre isiand
criubdn't stop ope of the mosi
dramatic rescue efforts In the
Gull of Tonkin,

Bix Air Force personnel were
pulled from the enemy’s grasp
near the island sirunghufd alout
four miles away. The quick re-

sponse of laclical mrp-uwer and
the courage of Air Force crews
made the daring escape pos-
sibe,

Twao days earlicr, the rescue
team saved lwo RF4B Marine
crewmembers afler they had
parachuted into  the stormy,
windlaghed Gulf of Tonkin. - The
Marine pilots climbed aboard a
Jolly Green rescoe helicopier of
the 37th Acrospace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron exactly 23
minutes aftey they had been
forced to bail out.

20 October 1363 JG 29 shot down 2t Tiger Island. Crew and survivars

rescued by high bird

The Oct. M rescue began
early in the morning when an
F-4 Phantom [rom {he 366Lh
Tactical Fighter Wing was crip-
pled by enemy [ire over the
southern panhandle of Norih
Yielpam. - The iwe crewmem-
hera headed Tor the coasiline
and ejected near Tigre Island.

Jolly Green Giant helicopters
fron the rescue sguadrom im
mediately were vectored to the
area lo make the pick-up. A-?'g
Skyraider pllots from & .

1 Tement of the Glh
Speci#l  Operations  Sguadron
were sccambled to direct about
8 dozen tactical fighters called
toe provide fire support for the
TESCUey -

As the fighters headed for the
rescuc  site, Communist gun-
ners on Tigre Island opened
fire, The first hit blew a chop-
per's tail off after it had landed
to make the pickup.

“(ur rescue attempt was over
at that time and we became a
part of the suryiving party,”
recalled Jolly Greenm pllods Cap-
tains Gerald M. Moore amd
Laurense . Davis Jr. Once In
thelr ralis they rowed againsi
the mounting seas away from
the enemy [lre.

Beiping the F4 pilot — whe
had sulfered serious back in-
jurtes — were pararescieman
Sgt. Steve T, White of los Ab-
ton, Calif., and the ecopler's
flight engircer, Sgl. Robert T.
Anderson of St Louis,

After [acing 10-fool swells and
continued epemy flre for almosi
an hour, two Jolly Greens al
fempled a2 muliiple  plekup.
Fighter pilots lemporarily sup-
pressed some of the enemy (e
amd A& smoke screen was lald
for the descending, 2ig-zagging
chopprrs.

“The seas were prett}r rough
and we couldnt lan? g0 we had
to use the hoist,' commented

Mai. Charles Wicker, the rescue
crew commander. “"Each fime
we went inlo a hover, the people
on the izland starled recoing in
on us. I've never made [asfer
pickups in my life, hecause the
encmy was just walking them
up to the chopper.”™

It took pnly three to four min-
utes io pick wp all six men —
four on Major Wicker's alreraft
amd twe on the chopper com-
manded by Capt. Jerry M.
Griges, Kannapelis, N.C.

Two davs earlier, the lwo Ma-
ring pilots were rescned hy a,
Jolly Green scrambled fromgd
Quang Tri Marine Corps bas
23 miles from -the céash scen &

Making the pickup were Cap-*
tains Richard D, Grilfiths, Pem-
broke, Mass,, and George
Stokes, MHouston, AIC HRobert
Cassidy, Mercer, Pa., and Ser-
granl Anderson who was to play
another life-saving  role  two
days later.



