3. The SOG team extraction mission on 5 October was much less for-
tunate. Major Wester and Sergeant Lawrence and Jolly Green 10
might not have been lost if the ground team had moved off the landing
zone initially, as we later directed them to joia the survivors of JG 10
at the crash site. The VNAF H-34 which landed the ground team was
shot down while exiting the area. When JG 28 reached a hover over the
LZ on the initial rescue attempt, the rotor downwash parted the elephant
grass and disclosed two armed groups of men on each side of the LZ.
The friendlies were mostly indigenous troops so it was irmponsible to
tell friend from foe until the bad guys started shooting. JG 28 withdrew
and made it back to DaNang with a main fuel line severed by the grouad
fire. The LZ was in a hox canyon and low clouds and mist capped the
ridgea. Thia kept the fast movers from working and severely limited
the effectiveness of the A-1's. Rockets and other ordnance from the gun-
shipno were used for suppression before JG 10 atterapted to make the
pickup and was shot down. The weather then lifted a bit and the ground
tcam was directed to join up with the JG 10 survivors while the Spada
and F-4'c blasted the area around the L.Z. The PJ survivor, 250 yas
{rom the LZ at the JG 10 crash site, heard people by-passing his
poaition through the jungle and radiced that the ground team was golag
too far. It turned out that the people he keard were the eremy driven
“downlill by the Spads suppressive fire ahead of the SOG team. The
eventual recovery of all survivers by JG 32 wag a clasaic. The crew
returned ground fire with the M-60's and 8 Sandys and Spads expended
ordnance continually from a circling "Daisy Chain" while Major Qlasen
“4ald a hover for a long time with the maia .nd tail rotor clizplng tree
branchen to enable all of the survivors to board the penciraior. Tac
following message of appreciation was sent irorn COMUSMACV/MAC
<0G 5503 to 7th Air Force for the 37th ARRS crewmembers, "Please
“xpress my sincere thanks to the members of your unit who provided
wnch professional and courageous assiciance duriag the recovery of a
reconnalgsance team from an enemy stronghold on 5 Oct 63. Without
their outstanding assistance, the entire tcam would ve ry posgibly have
been lost. The flying skill, and bravery under fire of these crews is
uasurpassed by any combat unit in the theater, Cavanaugh sends. "

+. Enemy iforces om a certain island were rcopongible for the loss of
vur second iwo HH-3's last month. Fortunately no more lives were
logt, The Navy made a futile atiempt to salvage both aireraft. When
I 24 lost transmission oil pressure and leaded four miles off the
isiand on 16 Oct, the destroyer HMAS Perth moved in to return fire

. {rom tae shore batteries and even the New Jersey was diverted toward

o



tin: scene., After the crew was evacuated under flre and the helicopter
cnpuizéd, the Navy decided it was not worth the risk of exposing t}‘m '
(155 Princeton to the encmy artillery in an attempt to recover the heli-
copter, Four days later, when Captain Moore and crew enroute to Echo
wrbit attempted to rescue two -4 pilots in their rafits even closer off-
alinre from the islapd, the first artillery round from shore blew the
ciitire tail boom off the helicopter., The survivors in their rafta were
drifting toward the island and Captain Moore decided that any delay '
while awaitiag full complement of our RESCORT forces would regult in
thicir capture. A decision that I think was comnletely understandable
under the circumstancea. The enemy held their fire until the aircraft
was in the water and the PJ overboard helping the F-4 pilot with a
adevere back injury. As the shell hit, the rotor hlades contacted the
water on the left side and sheared off. The PJ and pilot were under the
©uinT arc on the right gide at the time. They were forced under the
sirerait and through the tremendous efforts of the PJ, who maintained
cintrol of the injured pilot, came up on the other side unhurt. A 2lace
vi one blade came through the top of the cockpit narrowly misaing
“ooplain Moore's bead. The helicopter auffered another diract hit
toomenta after the crew abandoned it in their rafis. Avrtillery and aven
irartar sheils were exploding all around when all six curvivors were
picked up. The shore batteries were eventually silenced by F-4's,
I'-105's, Navy A-4's and our Spads. After what remained of JG 29
sirifted paat the corner of the island and beyond range of shore, a Navy
iiltboat took it in tow in kopes of beaching it furthor South. Howaver,
it vank below the water and caused rainar damage to the swift boat go
@il to be abandoned. We uent 70u & copy of our raescage of appreciation
» the Seventh Fleet for their cupport (TAI" DSR 1608322 Oct 638). The
liavy has subsequently bombarded the island with the 16 inch guna of the
Baittleship New Jersey.

:. On the aubject of formationa flying, ac I stated in my ARCCO lir, 25
u.-fp»{'sf} and 3ARRGp mag 10008327 Aug 68, the need is urgent and we
wonld appreciate your “pproval om thia matter, V7ith the raany antici-
;reed changes to our tactica resulting from the new bombins policy and
tr.‘ 2 aveas we will be concentrating our operziions on, thig t:'ainin ig a
vital key to our continued succeoaiul recovery operations. ¢

6. e recentl &

y ataffed a paper throuzh 7th Aip 7
support within the DaNang SAR Secto:. oy
Sremy activity and firepower in the sect
ol recommends that aix At

SCQRT 1 '] i &

orce concerning RESCORT
The paper cites the tacrease in

or, our aistory of Hi{-3 losaeg,
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{requent basis. Plan to'lxve my commanders in here for a quick
l-day conference just belvl v General Ectes! visit to insure continuity
of action, etc. R

24, The "MAC Family Concept" has resulted in a weekly flow of
General officers touring our units, primary interest seems to be in

the living facilities area. So far every one has had nothing but
compliments.

25. Save Summary for September and October 1968:

USAF USN Usa USMC F/MIL Civ
Combat Non/Combat C/NC C/KC C/NC C/NC C/NC CINC

Y P 52 . 0 34/0  0/0 14/0  0/0 4/0 0/0
ilfi-43 9 75 2/11  1/s 3/11  1/4 2/33 0/11
Iili-53 1 Q 1/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0
VOTAL 62 75 - 37/11 1/5 17211 1/4 6/33 0/11

/%fl/ﬁés. Colonel, USAF . |

26. This letter, like some of Iy past cpeeches, may appear a bit
lengthy, will afiempt to be more brief in the future,

HOLLON H, B

cc: Cmdr, PacARRC
Commander

io.
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HEWS IELEASE
UNITEZD STATES AIR FO.CB

DA NANG ATR BASE, RVN (7AF)—At age 21 Air Force Serpeant Steve
M, Northern, Riverside California, has completed his Vietnam tour,

Barely of voting age, Sergeant Northern has recorded more “onabat
saves® than any other person in ~viation history — 51. The nll-time
record was established by Northern during two consecutive Soubhe:ct
Asis tours as a (PJ) Pararescucman with the 3rd Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Group of the Military Airlift Command (.1ACT),

Northern, who was born in Indianapolis, Indana, where his Cather
(deceased) was a championship race car driver, came to Southesst Asin
in July 1966. He was first assigned to Bien Hoa Air dase, where he
served as a PJ aboard HH-43 "Pedro® rescuc helisopters.

He was wounded in action less than two months after hic arrival,
on September 10, 1966, and was awarded the Purple Heart.

Enemy bullets couldn't stop the then 19 year old youth, 4nd he
went on to become one of the mo:st highly decorated pararescue men in
the nation's history.

Northern received the first of two Silver Stars for "gallantry
in action® for an heroic rescue action on July 15, 1967. lis sesond
Silver Star as a PJ came for an action on 4ugust 23, 1967, when he
®volunteered to be lowered from hisg HE-3 helicopter to nid animmobil-
ized survivor located in a position completely surrounde: by hostile
troops and gun locations.®

The citation continues: MAirman Northern carried the survivor to
the hoist and shielded him with his own body as they were brought into
the halicop‘ber. ® o‘

Both Silver Stars came for actionsg with the 37th Aerpspace 3escue
and Recovery Squadron, home of the HE-3 "Jolly Green Giants." Like
Northern, the 37th ARRSq is one of the most decorsted uaits in his-
tory. He joined the unit in June 1967. Earlier, Worthern served ui th
Betachment 6, 38th ARRSq, at Bien Hoa.

While at Da Nang Northern has flown morc than 240 missions with
the long-range aerially-refuelable-®Jolly Green Giant." He flew an
average of 45 combat missions a month, many deep inte enumy territory
as far north as the Haiphong area of North Victnam,

During his off-duty days Northern voluateered to {ly rescue
missions with Detachment 7, 38th ARRSq, also based at Da Hang. He
is ene of the few pararescuemen who flew miseions interchangeably on
both the HB-3 "Jolly Green® and the HB-43 "Pedros.®

At other times Northern participated in iHedical Civic Action
Patrol flights, offering medical aid to local Vietnasese villagers
in the I Corps area.
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During a rocket attack on Da Nang, Sergeant Northern and the 1968
®Airman of the Year,® Sergeant Duane Hackney, aidod 25 persons trapyed
under a C-130 Hercules which had been set afire by exploding 750 poung
 bombs ignited by enemy rockets. Hackney, first living Airman to be
awarded the "iir Force Cross® will return %o the 37th AR S8; early next
year.

Northern, who entered the Air Force at Oklahoma City (iidwest
City), in early 1965, plans to attend El Camino Junior College, Torreuce
Californa, starting in February.

Northern attended Riverside, Californis High School but earned his
high school diploma while in the Air Force.

His brother, Army Specialist 4th Class dandy Northern, 20, is a
helicopter "Gunship® crew chief, currently serving in West Germany.
His sister, Glennanna, 21, lives in Kansas City, dissouri.

His father, a championship ®sprint car® driver y Was piralyzed
following a race car crash at Jungle Park, Indiana, in April, 1949,
shortly before he was due to take part in the Indianapolis Speed
Classic on Memorial Day 1949. He died on July 22, 1967, seven days
before Northern was due to complete his initial 12 month SEA tour.,

Northern completed his final two “coubat s:ves® (all combat saves
involve an action in which the survivor would have met certain death
or enemy caplure had he not been rescued; most are under cnemy iire)
off Tiger Island, North Vietnam, on October 20, 1968.

Ironically, Northern's last save was of a fellow FJ » Alrman First
Class Robert Cassidy, 21, of Pitisburg, Pa. Cassidy and three other
"Jolly Green Giant® crew members were rescued in a dramatic action
when their aircraft was destroyed by enemy fire while attempting to
rescue two Marine Corps F-4 crewmen from the Gulf of Tonkin,

Asked how he felt about leaving the Air Force and Southeast 4sia,
the soft-spoken, dark~hdred, six~-foot one-inch, 175-pound PJ Said:
®*I'1] migs it!®

) 5 ; - ; {
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|Eight RescOSeMom®Iwo Days

DA NANG—The men involved
in rescues at Da Nang had two
hectic |days recently in which
they saved eight aircrew mem-
bers, including four of their
own.

On Oct. 20, all the guns of
North Vietnam’s Tigre Island
couldn’t stop ome of the most
dramatic rescue efforts in the
Gulf of Tenkin.

Six Air Force personnel were
pulled from the enemy’s grasp
near the island stronghold about
four miles away. The quick re-

sponse of tactical airpower and
the courage of Air Force crews
made the daring escape pos-
sible.

Two days earlier, the rescue
team saved two RF-4B Marine
crewmembers after they had
parachuted into the stormy,
windlashed Gulf of Tonkin. The
Marine pilots climbed aboard a
Jolly Green rescue helicopter of
the 37th Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron exactly 23
minutes after they had been
forced to bail out.

WASHINGTON (AFNS) —
Pres:ntation of the Cheney
Award fe Sgt. Duane Hackney,
Hamilton AFB, Calif., will be
made by Air Force Vice Chief
of Staff Gen. John D. Ryan, to-
day, at the Pentagon.

Sergeant Hackney, a parares-
cueman | assigned to the 4lst
Aerospare Rescue and Recov-
ery Squadron, is only the fourth
enlisted man to individually win
the Air Force award for an “act
of valer, extreme fortitude, or
self-sacrifice in a humanitarian
interest performed in connection
with aireraft.”

The award was first presented
in 1928 in memory of 1Ist Lt
William H. Cheney, killed in an
alr collision in Italy during
World War 1. A $500 honorar-
lum, bronze medal and certifi-
cate accompany the award. Six
other enlisted men have shared
the Cheney Award.

Sergeant Hackney, one of the

Pararescueman’'s Valor
Reaps Cheney’ Award

Air Force's most decorated
first-term airmen, was selected
for his extraordinary act of
valor in the rescue of a downed
American pilot from a dense
jungle area in North Vietnam in
February 1967,

He twice volunteered to be
lowered from his HH-3 Jolly
Green Giant helicopter before
finding the pilot. After both
men had been hoisted into the
helicopter, enemy punners found
their mark, causing heavy dam-
age and igniting a fire in the
aireraft

Sergeant Hackney placed a
parachute on the stunned pilot
and as he slipped his arms into
another parachute, an explosion
blew Sergeant Hackney out the
open door. He managed to de-
ploy the unbuckled parachute
and survived the 250-foot fall
when trees caught his partially
opened chute. A second rescue
helicopter later picked him up.

The Oct. 20 rescue began
early in the morning when an
F-4 Phantom from the 366th
Tactical Fighter Wing was crip-
pled by ememy fire over the
southern panhandle of North
Vietnam. The two crewmem-
bers headed for the coastline
and ejected near Tigre Island.

Jolly Green Giant helicopters
from the rescue squadron im-
mediately were vectored to the
area to make the pick-up. A-1
Skyraider pilots from a de-
tachment element of the 6th
Special Operations Squadron
were scrambled to direct about
a dozen tactical fighters called
to provide fire support for the
rescue.

As the fighters headed for the
rescue site, Communist gun-
ners on Tigre Island opened
fire. The first hit blew a chop-
per's tail off after it had landed
to make the pickup.

““Our rescue attempt was over
at that time and we became a
part of the surviving party,”
recalled Jolly Green pilots Cap-
tains Gerald M. Moore and
Laurense C. Davis Jr. Once in
their rafts they rowed against
the mounting seas away from
the enemy fire.

Helping the F-4 pilot — who
had suffered serious back in-
juries — were pararescueman
Sgt. Steve T. White of Los Al-
ton, Calif., and the -copter's
flight engineer, Sgt. Robert T.
Anderson of St. Louis.

After facing 10-foot swells and
continued enemy fire for almost
an hour, two Jolly Greens at-
tempted a multiple pickup,
Fighter pilots temporarily sup-
pressed some of the enemy fire
and a smoke screen was laid
for the descending, zig-zagging
choppers.

“The seas were pretty rough
and we couldn’t land, so we had
to use the hoist,” commented

Rescuemen Match Efforts With Fate

Maj. Charles Wicker, the rescue
crew commander. “Each time
we went into- a hover, the people
on the island started zeroing in
on us. I've never made faster
pickups in my life, because the
enemy was just walking them
up to the chopper.”

It iook only three to four min-
utes to pick up all six men —
four on Major Wicker’s aircraft
and two on the chopper com-
manded by Capt. Jerry M.
Griggs, Kannapolis, N.C.

Two days earlier, the two Ma-
rine pilots were rescued by a
Jolly Green scrambled from
Quang Tri Marine Corps base,
23 miles from the crash scene.

Making the pickup were Cap-
tains Richard D. Griffiths, Pem-
broke, Mass.,
Stokes, Houston,
Cassidy, Mercer, Pa., and
geant Anderson who was to




thumous awards for hero

SCOTT AFB, IL—The nation’s second highest medal—along with
four other prestigious decorations—was awarded recently to an Air
Force hero killed during the Vietnam conflict.

The Air Force Cross, second only to the Medal of Honor,
was presented to the family of the late CMSgt. Charles D. King, &
pararescueman. Other decorations awarded include the Silver Star, the
Distinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal, and the Purple Heart.

The medals were presented Sept. 23 to the late hero's father, Charles
L. King, by Maj. Gen. Ralph 8. Saunders, commander of the Aerospace
Rescue and Recovery Service, with headquarters here. The ceremony
was held in the Air National Guard Armory in the family’s hometown,
Muscatine, IA.

According to the citation accompanying the Air Force Cr
Sergeant King “in an extraordinary display of courage and valor plac
his comrades’ lives above his own."” The citation raférs to the 1
Christmas Day incident which took his life while he was rescuing
downed pilot in a hostile fire area.

Descending from the rescue helicopter to the ground, Sergeant Ki
freed the pilot from his parachute harness and was attempting to recov
the pilot when enemy gunfire opened up. Sergeant King was hit. Awa
that the helicopter crew also was endangered, Sergeant King radioed th
he had been wounded and asked the aircraft crew to *‘pull away."” They
did so. From that point Sergeant King was listed as missing in action.

The Department of the Air Force recently declared Sergeant King
killed in action. At the time he was listed as “‘missing in action,” he was a
member of Detachment 1, 40th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery
Squadron at Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai Air Force Base, Thailand.

Sergeant King had a history of heroic deeds. He earned the Silver
Star Medal on Sept. 19, 1968. Under circumstances almost identical to
those which earned him the Air Force Cross, Sergeant King descended
under enemy gunfire to the ground on a rescue hoist to help a downed
flyer. This time he cut the pilot loose from his parachute harness and
immobilized several fractures the man had suffered. He then dragged the
injured man to the forest penetrator (a device used to penetrate from
above through heavy tree limbs) and the pilot and Sergeant King were
hoisted to safety.

Just 19 days before the fatal mission, Sergeant King was aboard a
helicopter which flew into heavy anti-aircraft fire to rescue another
downed pilot. During the time the aircraft was in the area, it was hit
repeatedly by enemy fire. Chief King remained in a fully exposed crew
position firing his weapon at the enemy. His action permitied the
helicopter crew to make the rescue.

S B il ; Chief Master Sergeant Charles D. King was a hero. While a member
'S AWARDS earned by the late CM%ut Chuase 0 8 ., rescueman. Mr. Charles L. of the Air Force, he like the other men of the Aerospace Rescue and
sented the decorations by Maj. Gen. Ralph S. Saunders, ARRS commander. (U.S. Air  Recovery Service, lived—and he died—under the motto of his command:

“That others may live."




garded normal cauton and the enem

HERO &GAIN_SGt Steven Northern, rlfle. ready looks out of rescuE

_helicopter in photo taken during action two years ago.

Riverside airman takes

part in wild rescue

It was one of the wildest rescues
of the Vielnam war, and Sgi. Steven
Northern of Riverside had a part in it
yesterday.

One Jolly Green Giant was lost
and four men almost didn't make it,
but the helicopter crewmen, of which
Northern was one, once more got their
men out from under the enemy guns.

FOR NORTHERN it was the 50th
and 51st men he had pulled aboard
during 223 rescue missipns, 8o {ar he
has earned the Silver Star, Distin-
guished Flying Cross, Purple Heart
and 15 Air Medals.

Northern stands out among the Jol-
Iy Green crewmen whose herelsm has
made them the most decorated airmen
in the war, according to an Associated
Press report from Saigon.

(He entered the Air Force after .

graduating from Rubidoux High School

in 1865 and went to Vietnam in August

. 1966. His parents were listed then as

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn ¥, Northern of 5952
Mission.)}

ed in yesterday started during a bomb- 3
ing raid on North Vietnam's Tiger Is-7
land just north of the 17th Parallel.

An Air Force ¥4 Phantom jet was)j
hit and its two-man crew hailed ouw
They landed in typhoon-whipped wa
ters just off the island which bristlegi
with enemy artillery and antiaircraffg
guns. x5

MINUTES LATER, the downed p
lots, both of whom were injured, hea
the roar and pop, pop of an H3 res
helicoptet.

But the North Vietnamese gunners
were watching the vulnerable chopper
just as closely. The shore batteries |
fired off several rounds and one hit the
tail of the chopper piloted by Capts.
Gerald W. Moore, 31, Washingion, '
D.C., and Laurens C. Davis .Ir 29, of
Furt Worth, Tex.

The chopper crashed into the sea,
leaving six instead of two Americans
in the water. All were being blown
steadily toward death or capture on Ti-
ger Island. The way the shells were
exploding, death seemed more likely.

As Sgts. Steve White, 24, of Los Al- i

 tos, and Robert T. Anderson of St.

Louis, Mo., crewmen from the chop-:
per, fought the elements te aid the in-j
jured pilots, one enemy shell hit the
downed but floating helicopter. i

AS USUAL a wvast air armad
quickly appeared over the scene. Ai
Force and Navy strike planes disr

antiaircraft guns. They dived time afl
er time in an attempt to silence theél
shoce batteries shooting at the men

25 v P
ed passes. “‘There were aboul 10 anti-
aircraft sites opening up on us, but
they weren’t what we were after,” he
said.

Miller, together with nther jet pi-
lots,
shore batteries.

By this time, the
hammers rolling the freezing and
Wtfugeling crewmen #oward Tiger Is-

id.

& White, the son of a retired Navy
modore, was on his first rescue
ssion in Vietnam. After helping Sgt.
derson move life rafts to aid the
ned pilots. one of whom had a se-

almost an hour tried to match his

uth China Sea.

more Jolly Green helicopters arrived

= ]

dumped their bombs onto the

wind had
whipped the waves into 10-foof sledge-

us back injury, White dived into the-
ter, tied a line ta the twa rvafts and

fowerful swimming stroke against the.

' More bombing, more strafing runs-
-y the Navy and Air Force jets. Twi.

l'on the scene to rescue the six Amerl-

cans. Enemy shellfire, despite the,
heavy air attacks, still was murderous.

ONE OF THE CHOPPER npilots,
j. Charles E. Wicker, 34, Baltimore,
., said, “We tried to go in a couple
times, but every iime they sfari-
using artillery pieces on us and we.
ouldn't get in there.”

Finally a smoke screen was ]ald-
between Tiger Island and the swiile
*:mmg paddling, men. Wicker bro#
n his helicopter and picked up fo
the men, using a winch and cabl
ccause of the high seas. Also ahdi
 Wicker's chopper was Maj. Roberf
Schular, 37, Laguna Hills.
! The jets kept up their work duf
the rtescue. Navy Li. Thomas #
f Harding, 28, of Pawtucket, R.1., sdihs
“The shore battery was lobbing shElsg
| out at the people in the water. We ki
making passes using our rockets 4
20 millimeter cannon fire until
were out of ammunition and low
fuel.

Northern was on the rescue hef&
copter that picked up the other (W8
men,

An hour and a half after the ordeal
started, all the Americans were safe
and heading back to Da Nang. Capt.
Davis. who had heen paddling ane of
the life rafts, was asked later, “How
far did you row?"” ! i

“How far can you Tow In an
nour?”’ he asked. “My arms are sO
sore T can't lift them.”

(In an interview puhblished a month
after he got to Vietnam, Northern said,

“T hope I'm more successful here than
T was on the race track.” He drove in
jalopy races at the National Orange
Show stad\um in San Berrardine.)




Review.

AEROSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY SERVICE
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FATHER ACCEPTS AWARDS earned by the late CMSgt. Charles D. King, a pararescueman. Mr. Charles L.
King, father, is presented the decorations by Maj. Gen. Ralph S. Saunders, ARRS commander, (U.S. Air
Force photo)
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DA NANG -- Mouth and throetl exam -
SSqt James L. Miller, 30, Bancroft,
W. Va., closely scrutinizes the situation
while examining the mouth and throat of
a Vietnamese youth during a recent visit
to one of the surrounding hamlets with
the Medical Civic Action Program team.
Miller is a pararescueman with the 37th
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Sa.

U. S. JAYCEES
CALL RESCUEMAN

"OUTSTANDING’

PLEIKU. Captain Derry A, Adamson,
Eau Claire, Wis., a rescuc erew comman-
der assigned Lo Detachment 9, 38th Aero-
space Rescue and Recovery Squadron,
Pleiku, was recently name d by the Na-
tioral Jumior Chamber of Commerce as
one of the “Ouistanding Young Men of
America,”

He carned the honor while us&ignud o
Detachment 3. Western Aeruspace Res-
cue and Recovery Center McChord AFB
Washinglon.

Recipients of the award are chosen by
the Junior Chamber of Commerce to be
placed in the annual edition of “Out-
standing Young Men of America.”

I'he book is disiributed to libraries
and universitics throughout the country.
The criteria utilized for the award is
‘those men, who by their accomplish-
ments, sland out in thier chosen profess-
ion as outstanding young men.'

A 1960 graduate of the United States
Air Force Academy (USAFA), Captain
Adamson was the captain of the v arsity
swinnung team for four consccutive
years setting several Raocky Mounlain
and USAFA records in the process,
Upon graduation, he was given Lhe ‘Tate
Award” as the most outstanding leader -
athlete of his class,
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JOLLY GREEN CREWS RISK

MORTARS TO

DA NANG, RVN- An ARHKS para-
rescugman swinming through storm-toss-
ed seas while pulling two life rafts behind
him helped execute, late last month, one
of the most dramatic rescues in the Yiet-
nam War. )

Scrgeant Steve T. White, 24, of Los
Altos, Calif., the son of a retired Navy
commodore, joined the lengthening list
of heroes who have served with the 37th
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squad-
ron, located at Da Nang Air Base.

Hit by enemy fire while on u mission
over North Vietnam, an F-4 phantom
was downed abont 4% miles southeast of
Tiger Island, off the North Vietnam
shore. At 7:20 a.m., a “Jolly Green”
rescue helicopter piloted by Captain
Gerald W. Moore, 31, Washington, D.C.,
landed at the scene. Almost immediately
enemy shore balleries opened fire. The
first hit blew the chopper’s Lail off. All
four crew members immediately joined
the -4 pilots in the Gulf of Tonkin, hur-
riedly paddling from the scene in their
life rafts. The sole exceptions were
White, the injurcd aircraft commander,
and the “Jolly Green’s” flight engineer,
Staff Serg«..ml Robert T. Anderson,20,
of 5t. Lows, Mo. '

Anderson joined the downed piot,
bringing his own life raft astride. While
he helped the Air Force pilot, who suff-
ered serivus back injurics, remove his
gear, White dived mto the sea and lied
a lin¢ to the two rafts.

Just as they cleared the floating heli-
copter a direct hil from an enemy shore
battery bowled the aircraft over onto its
side,

For almost an hour White continued
to pull the two rulls, while Anderson,
who had been with the 37th ARRLS onlv
ten days, aided the pilot. The fourth

“Jolly Green™ crew member, Captain
Laurens C. Davis Jr., 29, Fort Worth
Texas, (the co-pilot) and the others
rowed against tl:e mounting seas.

By 8:14, when the first of two mor
*Jolly Green™ rescue choppers arrived on
the seene, the scas had mounted to ten
foot swells,

in the meantime Air Foree A-L "Spads”
and a HH-I30P “Crown” aircraft of the
39th Acrospace Rescue and Recovery
Squadron (Tuy lHoa AB), joined the act-

1on.

SAVE PILOTS

With seas too heavy to land on, the
first “Jolly Green" lowered its hoist to
rescue two survivors. Making the pickup
was Scrgeant Steven N. Northern, 2l
Riverside, Calif., who has now saved
51 people while serving in Vietnam for
more than two years,

Mcanwhile, despite continuing small
arms and artillery fire from Tiger Island,
White continued to awim with the two
rafts behind him. With the enemy fire
suppressed by the fighter cover, a smoke
screen was layed so that the island gun-
ners would be obscured from the rescue
helicopters. Zigging and zagging to th
scene, as had the earlier “Jolly Green”,
the “Jally Green" pilot, Major Charles E.
Wicker, 34, Baltimore, brought the air-
craft to a hover over the remaining four
SUrvivors.

“Each time we went into a hover the
peaple on the island started zcroing in on
us. We were only about one and a half
miles from the island when we finally
made the pickup,” Wicker said.

Despite their cfforts to pull away the
heavy tides continued to bring them
closer o the waiting enemy.

“I've never made a faster pickup in
my life...” sighed Wicker. “‘The enemy
was just walking them [shells] up to the
chopper.  Some were really hitting

close.”

‘O, s0 the Giant does need u scarcerom,
Iant what's Capt. Whirly gonna’ fly in?’



BA NANG — “It's bard ta
deseribe the feellng you have
when they pull you Into that
hellcopter | | . you've almost
given up all hope . . . then sud-
denly you are alive . . . bresth.
ing . . . and happy as heck "
commented 18l LI Sammy F,
Wilbure as he related his ex-
periences of ejecting twice from
an F-4D Phanlom fet fighter.

The -year-old officer from
Carthage, Tenn., s one of the
few pllots to have ejected out of

the Phantom twice against the .

heavy odds of enemy fire and
the rugged conditions of Asla.
The faet that he was able fo
survive apgainst those odds is
a tribute to the Alr Force's life
support and rescue sysiems,

As a pllot with the 368lh Tac.
tical Fighter Wing 'Gunfighters.'
Lieutenant Wilburn has record.
ed 118 combal missions . _ . 53
over the southern panhandle of
North Vietnam hefore the Nov,
1 bombing halt.

“We tried to get the Hlaps to
work, and our wingmen joined
up lo give us = visual check.

“When we couldn't get the flaps

-

“The first mission I'll slways

remember wat a  scheduled
north mission sirlke {n Noeth
Vietnam,"" declared the lieute.
rnant, “Right after lakeolf from
Da Nang, we got hit by small
arms fire and our flaps locked
in the half way up position.

to unlock we headed out over
the sea to burm off [uel and
Jetlison our srdnance,

- - w
“When we tried (0 use the
emergency system, we felt a

small explosion and our wing-
man radiced that we had a
small fire in our feft wing. I
looked out and could see a
bright glow from my seal. Thig
soon turned Ifito a large [ire
and when I reported this to my
alrcraft commander he told me
to eject, | punched oyt and
landed ‘feet wet’' (in the waler)
about 10 miles east of Da Nang
in the 8suth China Sca.

“Somie 30 minules later, @
U.S. Marine H-34 rescue chop.
per picked me up,” continued
Lieutenant Wilburn,

“The second mission | won't

forget was ome near Dong Hoi,”

added the plucky lieutenant whe
ig g pilol with the 480¢h Tactical
Fighter Squadron, “We were on
& siraling run when we gol hit
by sometTImm lire.™

“OufSirbmgman lold us we were
lrailing " a "stream of fire, Two
of the firelighls came on and
we knew we had fires raging In
our engines. We ellmbed out,
cleaning the airerafl of * ord-
nance and wing tanks, then cwl

the plwer on our left engine

where the largest fire seemed’

to be concentrafed’ . -

The fHer's wingmen radioed
the radar conirol al Dong la

-and infermed them of the &jtua-

tion and asked the radar con-

trol station to alert their‘Jolly
Green Glants."” a

"“About 20 miles out, the Phan-
tom pitched over and rolled to
the right. Both men ejecled then.
Seconds later the FA4D Jterally
blew.apart.

“We<aplashed down near Ti-
ger Island and within 30 min.
ules & Jolly Green {Giant heli
cepler was there tg bick us up,”

file://C:\My Documents\TWOPHAN.jpg
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“But before he could get us oul,
the enemy ground batleries
knocked the chopper out of com.
misgsion." ¥

At this point Spads, rlong with
lghier Jels from both the 266th
Tactical Flghter Wing snd the
Navy slarted pouring fire on
the encmy positions. Alter an
hour of hombing and straling
by the taclleal siveraft, the Indly

-Greens made the pickup,

"How does it feel 1o punch
put twire derlng one toag?"
“Well it happens so fast | |
there's no pain . . and for 2
minute you fose vour nrienla.
tion . bul then von hnow
what Is happening and you start
Your own  purvival  preparg.
ions,” he answered hiz own
nuestions.

Liculenant Wilburn Is still fly.
ing  with the 480th Tactical
Fighter Squadron and is sched.
uled-to atlend upgrade training

as an alrcraflt commander when

he rofates in early 1969

F o v

oo
i DS

Fail to Keep Jet Pilot Down
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Elght Rescued on Two Days ),W. kuﬁu S . TL

* Rescuemen Match Ef orts With Fa te

DA SANG—The nien involved
at reseires At Da Nang bhad twe
her b days recently o which
thiw sovedd peht arrcrew merm-
bern, anclwding: four of  thelr
LT ]

ta (et 20 atl the guns of
Narth Yielnam's Tigre Island
oukin't stop ome ol lhe most
draumati rescue efforis in the
Gull of Topkin.

- Sty A Foree personnel were
prdic<d from the enemy’'s grasp
venr e sfand steonehold about
fop miles away The r]ullk Te-

i_',.l wlfi |

sponse of tactical airpower and
the voutawe of Air Force crews
made the daring escape  pos
sibie.

"Twe daves surhivr, the rescyse
et saved twn BRE 4D Marine
crewmmembiers after ey hid
pacachpted  Inte the  satormy,
windlashied Gull of Tonkln. “Lhe
Marine gulots chimbed abouod a
Jodty Greon rescue helicoptler of
tho A7tk Avrospace Hesene and
Hecovery Squadron exactly 73
minules  alter they had been
foreed to ball oot

: ’I‘" ~ s
9'1'11‘1,301 l;rkw»k..g K LA
PEy f-‘o_);,g,*, AR R
e 'g\)ru _.-‘9—_‘/,' g I

/

M Ad<l ALY v

hltp:Hjo!lygrccn.orgz’Dinecn!SlNZDAYS.jpg

. Skyraider

The Oct. ¥ resiue began
carly in the morning when an
-4 Phantom [rom the 166tk
Taclical Fighter Wing was ¢rip
pled by enemy fire mver the
soythern panhandler of North
Yietmam. Thr (wo crevwanem:
hers hended (o Lhe eoastline
and ejected near Tigre Island.
Jally Green Gignt belienplers
from the cescue squadpon 1m.
mediately wrre vectmed o the
area to make the
pilots Trom & e
! Flement nf  the Ath
Spreial Operations Squadron
wore serambled 1 dect abow
a dozen taclical fighlers called

A46- provide fire support [or the

rescues
* As the fighters headsd for the
resvue sive,  Cumimnnrst cun
ners on Tigre Ishand  opened
fire The first hit blew 3 chop
per's tadl off alter o had Luded
I make the pickop,

4hir restue attempt was over
at thaut tUme and we hecame n
part of the survhvine party,”
rrcalled Jolly Green pllote ap

tatns  tserald M. AMoore  angd
Laurense ©. Davis Jr Onee In
thelr rafts they rowed agalnsd
the moeuntng seas wwasy [rom
the enemy lire.

n--l;}i!lj_‘f the g paled (O
find Sultered sepians bopk g
] j'.]! bty were Ih“ll’(?f Lt S A R W )
Bpr Steve T White ol ] o Ad
UL LY S LR o
flopeht eoysiveg Syt Helieat

Avdrrsary ot N1 oo

Afler facine tofoat swells jond

pick up. A1

Maj Chinled Weker | the res pe
crea  gomminander C Foacl e
we wenl into 3 hosey the peaphe
on the isimind <tarle:)] sepmng i

an us Vve pever marde faste
pickuaps an oy hife hecause the
ety was gost oawndklpg Hom

ige Lee the chogppeg

It tonk only three to Lour nin.
ules tn pick up all ¢ix men —
four on Major Wicker's alverudt
amd twn on the chopper com
manded by Capt, Jerry M.
Griges, Kannapolls, N.C.

Lhe tan M
fvscurid by g
seratnbled

Two davs varinr
one pilnte e
Anlly (reen

taans Bachand B Gt Dem
frakn, Macs | and o
Stakeo, Houston, AU Haebert
Coassidy, Mererr Pa o oand Ses

ceant Andercan whn s Ty pioy
another hife-sasinge pale
davs later

i

(]

frog*
Quang Tri Maoe Corps base )
23 miles from the ectash u:rnﬁ_—",’

Making the plekup were Cap ™
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COMBAT RESCUE RECORDS SET DURING '68

THIS IS the ride Lo safely offered by
the men and machines of the 3d
ARRGp. A record number of prrsons
took this ride in Southeast Asia during
1968. Whether the combat reseue men
ve flving the HH-43 “Pedro”, HIJ-3

iy Green Giant™, 1111-53 “Super

& Green Giant” or dirce ting ruuw-
tn an HC-130 Hercules “Crown® air
craft, the object is the same —— v HAT
OTHERS MAY LIVE™

TAN SON NHUT (PAT), - Every
existing record established by thL Aero-
space Rescue and Remwr\ Service
(ARRS) in a combat environment was
eelipsed during 1968.

During the past vear rescuc crews of
the 3rd Aerospace Rescue and Recove rv
Group (ARRG), whose sole mission is
the saving of human lives, were re spon-
sible for over 900 persons being able 1o
usher in the new vear,

In 1968 a total of 915 lives were
saved by the rescue unit’s Jolly Green
Giant™ and “Pedro™ helicopter crews.
which are located at more thun 20 sites
throughout Southeast Asia.

A total of 571 combat saves were in-
cluded in the overall {otal.

A save is credited when an individual
would have met certain deatli or ene my

capture if he had not been rescued. The

“eombat™ classification results from the
individual being exposed to ene my ac-
lion or |m\ma lJLLn recovered from
hostile area,

Sinee air rescue operations began i
Southeast Asia, a total of 2203 Persons
have been rescued. OFf these. 1508 are
classified as combat zaves,

(NOTE:  Non:combat saves should
not be confused with “medical evacua-
ton® flights.  The latter involve the
transfer of patients by air. 3ARRG p
units have made thousands of medevac
flight=. bul statistics are not maintained
because of the high volume involved. )

Mot all air search and rescues involved
downed aircrew members or downed
aireraft,

In Tact, of the 1508 combat saves
made Lo date, the largest wumber have
bheen of 1.8 \rnn personiel (472), A
total of -H‘) L. 8. Air Force personnel
have been rescue ll | Navy and
Marine ( urp~ personnel accounl for
274 combal saves, The remainder have
been of other frie ndly forces, ine luding

Nictnamese, Thai. Korean and Austral-

wn personnel,

Imuolved in virtu: ally all air reseue be-
hind cne my lines, many as far North as
the Hanoi- Il.:uplmnLr area (prior Lo the
current bombing halt over North Viet
nam}. have been tlirlz different helic op-
ters of the BARRGp. These are the HH-
3E “lolly Green Giant”, the 11[{-43
“Pedro™, and the HHH-53 “Juli\ Green

Co:?!,-rmed 0n page 3

GUNFIGHTER PllﬂT "HAPPY AS HECK'
ABOUT SECOND RESCUE OF TOUR

DA NANG (7AF) — “It's hard (o
describe the feeling vou have when they
pull vou into that hehcuptcr i YOu've
almost given up all hope ... then sudden-
Iy you are alive ... and breathing ... and
hd[)p\ as heck,” commented ‘nr Force

1=t LL. :Jamm\ F. Wilburn as he related
his experience of ejecting twice from an
F-4D Phantom jet frghter

The 24 vear-old officer from Carthage.
Tenn., 1= one of the fow pilots to }mn
{}u ed out of the Phantom Iwice
against the heavy odds of ene my fire
and  the ruo'-rt-cl conditions of Asia.
The fact he was able to survive against

those odds is a tribute to the Air Foree's
life support and rescue svslems,

\s a pilot with the 366th Tactical
Fighter Wi ing f,nn]ighlt rs’. Wilburn has
recorded II‘) combat missions ... over
the southern panhandle of North Viet.
mam before the Now, 1 Imullunu halt.

“How does it feel 1o punch out hwiee
i ane lours”

“Well it qu:p:n- S0 last L. therds no
pain c.oand for 4 munule vou lose your
arientation ... Lut then yvou know what
Is meumng and vou start Your own
survival pre parations"" he anavered his
UWH e ~lio,



