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DA NANG—The men involved
in rescues at Da Nang had two
hectic days recently in which
they saved eight alrcrew mem-
bers, including four of thelr
awn

On Oct. 20, all the guns of
Narth Yirtnam's Tigre [Island
coiukdn't stop one of the most
dramatic rescue efforts in the
Gull of Tonkin.

- Six Air Force personnel were
pulled from the eénemy’s grasp
near the istand slrung'hoid about
four miles away. The quick re-

sponse of tactical airpower and
the courage of Air Force ¢rews
made the daring escape pos-
sible.

“Two days earlicr, the rescur
team saved two HFA4R Martine
crewmembers  after they had
parachuted Inta the stormy,
windlashed Gulf of Tonkin. .The
Marine pilots climbed abpard a
Jolly Green rescue helicopter of
the 37th Acrospace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron exactlly 23
minutes after they had been
forced to ball out.
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The Oct. ¥ rescue began
early in the morning when an
F-i Phantom [rom (he 1366Lh
Tactical Fighter Wing was crip-
pled by enemy [fire over the
southern panhandle of Narih
Vietram.  The twe crewmem-
hers headed lor the coastliine
and ejected near Tigre [sland.

Jolly Green Glant helicopiers
from the rescue squadron im-
mediately were veciored to the
area to make the pick-up A-l
, Skyraider pllots from a “de-
“Tretment Flement of the Bth
Special  Operations  Squacdron
were scrambled o direct about
a dozen tactical fighters called
40- provide fire support for the
r*esme‘

As Lhe fighters headed for the
rescue  site, Communisi  gun-
ners on Tigre Island opened
fire, The first hit blew a chop.
per's tail off after it had landed
io make the pickup,

“Qur rescue altempt was over
at that time and we became a
part of the surviving party,”
recalled Jolly Green pllots Cap-
tains  Gerald M. Moore and
l.agyrense C, Davis Jr. Once In
thelr ralts they rowed agalnst
sthe mountng seas away Irom
"the enemy lire.

Nelping the F.4 pilot — who
had sulfered serious back in-
Cjupies — were pATarestHEman
Set. Steve T, White of Tns AL
ton,  Calif, and the copter’s
{light engineer. Spt. Wobert T
Anderson of 5L Louis,
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Rescuemen Match Efforts With Fate

Maj. Chaerles Wicker, the rescue
crew commander “Fach time

~we wenl into a hover, the people

on the izsland starled zeroing i
an us. L've never made [aster
nlekupe in my life, beenuse the
enemy was just walking thom
up o the choppes ™

It took only three to [our min-
wies to pick vp all six men —
four on Maler Wicker's alvcruls
and twe on the chopper com-
manded by  Capt, Jerry M,
Griges, Kanpapolis, N.C.

Two davs earlier. the two Ma
rine pilats were rescued by g
Jolly  Green scrambled frog?
Quang Tri Marine Corps hﬂﬁ&
23 miles from the cfash scen ‘

Making the pickup were Cap
tains Richard D, Goffiths, Pem:
hroke, Mass | and  George
Stokes,  Houston, AIC Roben
Cassidy, Mercer, Pa, and Ser.
grant Anderson who was tn play
another  life-saving  1ole  two
days later.
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