





THE PEDRO 44 CREW

MAJOR DONALD RAY BROOKS OF DECATUR, GA
ACFT CMDR/ CO-PILOT

DOB.- 09/30/31.

ARRIVED IN COUNTRY- 01/05/68

PANEL 41W ROW 042

CAPTAIN VON MILES LIEBERNECHT OF BURBANK, CA.
PILOT

DOB.- 06/21/34

ARRIVED IN COUNTRY- 06/23/68
PANEL 41W ROW 040

TSGT EMMETT SOMERS ORR OF ASHLAND, KY.
FIREFIGHTER

DOB.- 02/19/31

ARRIVED IN COUNTRY- 01/22/68
PANEL 41W ROW 042

TSGT ANGEL LUNA OF SAN ANTONIO, TX.
MEDIC

DOB.- 07/19/32

ARRIVED IN COUNTRY- 01/23/68
PANEL 41W ROW 041

SSGT MILLARD LUTHER BLEDSOE OF ATHENS, TN.
FIREFIGHTER

DOB.- 01/10/38

ARRIVED IN COUNTRY- 01/04/68
PANEL 41W ROW 038



Detachment 1, 38 ARRSQ Mission at Phan Rang AB, RVN

Detachment One is a Local Base Rescue unit, equiped with twc Kaman HH-
43B helicopters. The mission of the unit is fourfold: Local Base Rescue
and Fire Suppression, Air Crew Recovery, Base Support, and Training. We
serve four F-100 Fighter Squadrons under the 35th Tactical Fighter
Wing; three squadrons of (-123 "Providers" under the 315th Tactical
Airlift Wing; the Canberra Bombers of Number Two Squadron of the Royal
Australian Air Force; the AC-119's (Shadow) of "B" Flight, 17th Special
Operations Squadron, and the AC-119K's of "A" Flight, 18th Special
Operations Squadron. Because of our proximity to other bases,
detachment one stands ready to assist Detachment eight of Cam Ranh Bay
in any mission, when we might be required. The area covered is roughly
a seventy mile radius from Phan Rang Air Base, north of Nha Trang, east
almost to the Cambodian border, and south, halfway to Ben Hoa.

FIRE SUPPRESSION KIT

There were two types of FSK's used. The soft hose kit shown in the photo above and
the later design hard hose FSK.

Both kits carried the same amount of foam and water, (83 gallons of mixture,
vielding 690 gallons of expanding foam.) Had 50 seconds of continued use and could
reach up to 50 feet on full stream. This proved to be ample time because of the
"rotor wash" behind us. Our objective was not to extinguish the fire but to cut a
path to the burning aircraft and hold the path til the other fireman could
accomplish the rescue.

The soft hose FSK weighed approx. 1000 Ibs. full and approx. 5 feet long, 4 feet
wide, and 3 1/2 feet high. The hard hose FSK weighed approx. 1250 Ibs full and
approx. 9 feet long, 4 1/2 feet wide and 4 feet high.

HH-43 ARRS DETACHMENTS OF SOUTHEAST
ASIA

Det. 1, 38th ARRS Phan Rang AB, RVN

Det. 6, 38th ARRS Bien Hoa AB, RVN

Det. 7, 38th ARRS DaNang AB, RVN

Det. 8. 38th ARRS Cam Ranh Bay AB, RVN
Det. 9, 38th ARRS Pleiku AB, RVN

Det. 10, 38th ARRS Bicen Thuy AB, RVN
Det. 11, 38th ARRS Tuy Hoa AB, RVN

Det. 13, 38th ARRS Phu Cat AB, RVN

Det. 14, 38th ARRS Tan Son Nhutt AB, RVN



Det. 1, Provisional NKP AB, RTAFB. Thailand
Det. 3, 38th ARRS Ubon RTAFB, Thailand
Det. 4, 38th ARRS Korat RTAFB, Thailand
Det. 5, 38th ARRS Udorn RTAFB, Thailand
Det. 9, 38th ARRS NKP RTAFB, Thailand

Det. 12, 38th ARRS U Tapao RTAFB, Thailand









SPECIFICATIONS OF THE HH-43B

Rotor diameter: 47 ft. 0 in.

Fuselage: 23 feet

Height: 17 ft. 2 in.

Weight: 9,150 lhs. max.

Engine: Lycoming T-53-L-1B turbo shaft engine of 860 hp.
Cost: $304,000

PERFORMANCE
Maximum speed: 120 mph.
Crusing speed: 105 mph.
Range: 185 miles

Ceiling: 25,000 fi.

Detachment 1, 38 ARRSQ Mission at Phan Rang AB, RVN

Detachment One is a Local Base Rescue unit, equiped with two Kaman HH-
43B helicopters. The mission of the unit is fourfold: Local Base Rescue
and Fire Suppression, Air Crew Recovery, Base Support, and Training. We
serve four F-100 Fighter Squadrons under the 35th Tactical Fighter
Wing; three squadrons of C-123 "Providers" under the 315th Tactical
Airlift Wing; the Canberra Bombers of Number Two Squadron of the Royal
Australian Air Force; the AC-119's (Shadow) of "B® Flight, 17th Special
Operations Squadron, and the AC-119K's of "a" Flight, 18th Special
Operations Sguadron. Because of our proximity to other bases,
detachment one stands ready to assist Detachment eight of Cam Ranh Bay
in any mission, when we might be required. The area covered is roughly
a seventy mile radius from Phan Rang Air Base, north of Nha Trang, east
almost to the Cambodian border, and south, halfway to Ben Hoa.

HISTORY OF THE FINAL FLIGHT

On 10 October 1968, at approximately 2037 hours an HH-43B helicopter (Call Sign
Pedro 44) SN 58-1845, assigned to Detachment 1, 38th Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron, Phan Rang AB, Republic of Vietnam, crashed and burned
while on an emergency intercept mission. A B-57 aircraft had declared an inflight
emergency and Pedro 44 was scrambled with the fire suppression kit (FSK) to
standby for the emergency landing. During the landing roll out of the B-57, Pedro
44 entered a left hand climbing turn as if departing the area for return to the alert
pad. Almost simultaneously, and without any radio transmission, the helicopter
crashed and burned inflicting fatal injuries to all five aircrew members. Firefighting
equipment and medical assistance, already on hand for the B-57 cmergency,
responded immediately to the scene, extinguishing the fire within 15 seconds and
immediately removed the crewmembers from the aircraft.

(TAKEN DIRECTLY FROM THE ACCIDENT REPORT DATED 18 OCTOBER 1968 BY LT, COL. ROBERT M. FOSTER)






