


befmel was almest ripped off by the sudden biing
Oddly enough my glasses remained wn and intact during
bailout. My oxygen mask was stll conneeted o one side
but was Happing momy face 50 | disconnected o and ler
it dangle lrom my seat pan. | experenced no discomion
or pain from the new torso harness which had been
ssped to me two days carkier and, fortunately, was muel)
Lighiter than my old “comduriable” une, Although | had
difficulty sceing anywhiere except straigh! ahead because
patachute visers restricied movemeni of my head. |
managed to see two chutes belind me and alsw the
descending aircraf(. | never did see the pilot’s chute

"The weather was sbout 2.000 feet overcast so | had
little time to orient myself during descent. Actually. the
ride down was quite enjoyable: in fact, it was the most
pleasant aspect of the whole thing except for seeing the
Jolly Greens overhead later. Once out of the clag |
noticed that the immediate avea was quite hilly and
densely forested with a river to the north. | prepared for
a tree landing but had no idea how tall the trees were. |
made sure my visor was dows and secure, folded my
arfus across my face and pul my heels and legs together,
slightly relaxed.

“I' penetrated the trees with no problem or serious
injury and made it all the way to the ground, my chute
cushioned my [l by hanging up in the Lree tops. Once
on' deck | unhooked my chute and seat pan and checked
myself over for any injury. Finding myself intact, | took
a drink of water from one of the bortles in my survival
vest and turned on my PRC-90. Nothing happened so 1
topk out the battery, checked it for damage and cleaned
the corrosion from inside the battery compartment
with my shroud cutter knife. When 1 put it back
together it seemed to work fine so | alternated between
using the beeper briefly and listening for a couple of
minutes. I received no response on the radio so | decided
toiturn it off, sit down and survey the situation.

“My first reaction to the area was complete
disorigntation. I hroke out the compass from my survival
gear and was able to determine north, south, east and
wast bul the dense forest precluded any attempt Lo join
up with the rest of the erew. | was discouraged 1o see
that lack of thick underbrush ruled out any good area
for concealment. Although the forest was tall, dense and
fairly difficult to traverse, you could see through it for
about 30 to 100 yards. Consequently my biggest
concern was being quiet. I became extremely alert for
any noises, so | used the earphone to listen to the
PRC-90. Within 15 minutes of my landing, an aircrafl
passed directly overhead at 4 very low altitude. [ was
elated at hearing an aucralt so soon bul was unable fo
raise: him on my radio and he left the area us fast as he
bad arnved. Also | was so slow i preparing 4 pencil Tare
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