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TIPPING HENRY ALBERT Page 1 of 1

HENRY ALBERT TIPPING
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COL - 06 - Air Force - Regular
44 year old Single, Caucasian, Male
Born on Feb 18, 1924
From PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA
His tour of duty began on Jul 02, 1968
Casualty was on Jul 02, 1968
in QUANG TRI, SOUTH VIETNAM
Hostile, died while missing
FIXED WING - PILOT
AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND
Body was not recovered
Religion
BAPTIST
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AIC TALLEY SAVED
INJURED JET PILOT

ALC Joel E. Talley wears the Air
Force Cross because of his heroism in the
July 2, 1968, rescue of Lt. Col. Jack
Modica, an F-105 Thunderchief pilot.

Colonel Modica parachuted into a con-
centration of North Vietnamese troops
who surrounded him and set up gun
posilions 1o trap the 37th ARRSq HH-3E
rescue helicopters. Four attempls were
driven off by ground fire.

Despite full knowledge of the well-laid
enemy trap in the dense North Viet.
namese jungle, a Jolly Green Giant rescue
crew volunteered to make yet another
attempt. :

As the chopper crossed the DMZ into
North Vietnam it was shaken by a
concussion from bursts of encmy anti-
aircraft artillery fire. The pilots con-

T L\ 1S

tinued while establishing voice contact
with Colonel Modica, who said he could
not move because of his injuries,

The crew spotted smokc from the
pilot’s survival flare and located him in
a small U-shaped valley.

Airman Talley was lowered on the
forest penetrator hoist

“The underbrush was really thick and
it took sbout 10 minutes to locate the
pilet.” Airman Talley said. “Once I
found him, I asked the chopper to come
in a little closer because of his injuries,

As Lieutenant Eagan mainiained the
hover, Airman Taliey carried the helpless
pifot to the hoist. The North Vietnamese
waited until the Jolly Green was most
vulnerable, the moment when the sur-
vivor and the pararescuernan were being
raised to safety.

A fusillade of automatic weapons fire
erupted around the helicopter.

Holding their position until the pair on

" the hoist were above the trees, the pilots

then moved out of the area. After land-
ing, the crew found 66 enemy bullet
holes in the aircraft.







































































































Roman 02A/B SAR Tape Page 3 of 3

All aircrews in Southeast Asia completed an authentication card as part of their
mprocessing prior to their first flight in theater. The crewmember could list five questions
along with their answers. The answers to these questions could supposedly only be
answered by the person who completed the card. For example, one of my questions and its
answer was, ""What is the name of your favorite dog?" and my answer was "Grover".

These authenticator cards were kept on file at wing intelligence for use if the crewmember
was shot down. The theory was, if the guy on the ground could not correctly answer the
‘question, he must not be a genuine survivor, but rather an imposter who was attempting to
lure the rescue forces into a trap.

http://209.39.156.3/skyraider/skyassn/sartapes/roman2/roman2.htm 1/25/99
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Mission #1-3-7 o
Crown #1 15 July 1962 . :

On 14 Julv 1968, Panda 01 (NSAF P-105) was hit by rround fire, and the pilot

bailed out at position 173L M 10614E (313/74/109). Due to ensuing darkness, SAR

- @fforts were discontinued, and s first lisht attempt was orranized the next morn-
ing., Crown 1 was on station at 20052, with Misty 11 checking in as the FAC a few
minutes later, Misty 11 contacted the survivor, and pinvointed four 37mm sun -
positions around his area, The downed pilot reported that he had broken his ankle,
but otherwise was in good shape. Ten flirhts of fishter-bombers were controlled by
Crown 1, They were turned over to the FAC as fast as he could use them for strikes
against the gun positions. Sandy 1 and 2 were holding at the border awaitine a
border clearance, while Sandvy 5 and 6 were escorting Jollv "reen 377 and 19 toward
the scene, Misty 11 re~uested close air support around the survivor and Sandy 1 and
2 were given clearance to the site. After multiple strikes, Sandy 1 {(On scene
commander) determined that an-attemnted pickup could be made, Rorder clearance
was received from King, which Crown 1 relaved to the .Jolly freens, The pickup was
made by Jolly Green 37 at 0120Z, and was uneventful except “or isolated ground fire,
All forces were re~leased, and the survivor was flovn to N¥P in good shave.

il ey s T v iptervals,
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53977338¢% 31 July 1966
I would like to place myself in the rather -nusual position of the player
thanking the coach for plaving a jood game. (n 1L 2nd 10 July 190F, as
sty L1l and ¥isty 11, I hacd the opportunity %o work in the successful res
cue of PaNDA Ol who hac been downed by hostile fir: over a heavily defended
area of Morth Vietnam. Cn both days, thes numerous active, hoslile defensive
positions dictated that we silence them before attempting to pick up the
injured pilot. Crown !, on oth <awys, ié an exceptional jeb cf ccordina=-
ting the SaR effort. Through a great deal of UrRServerance, sidill, and
level headed work, he made order out ol the initial confusion and er51stad
in keeping the forces well under contrcl, even thou:l there wsre several
other sirulianeous emergencies in bein;-, After narrowly nissing success
on the 1llth, I returned the next day to participate in what I consider a
classik rescue eifort. Crown had sverything so well asserblad, controlled,
and coordinated, that it was an alwost effortlessly siccessful rescue in
one of the heaviest defended areas ol the southern panhandle. The contin
uoue rain of ordnance, timely inpress of the rescue helicopter, and subse-
quent rescue can all Do attributed to ths exenplary effort and gkill of the
Crown crews. It was my distinet pleasure to work with these professionals
and hope they receive appropriate praise aznd reward Tfor thelr performance.
Following is a partial 1list of the deserving crews:
1b July 68 - Lt Col Knudson (4/3 “mdr)
faj Tollefson (CF)
Zapt Nelson (3rd Flt}
15 July 68 - Capt Eichardson (“lt)
. Oapt Fidridse (CP)
szot 3hore kﬂ\‘)

I realize that there were other perscnnel involved and trust they will
receive proper recognition for thic temm effort.,

; A
J/ééggch{/ /‘9-«451/'52“

PAUL X, RORINSOM JR., Capt, USAF
Pilot, Commando Sabre Opsration



Det 12, 38 ARBS Tnit History July - September 1968 7

(1) At 09082, 19 Jul 68, Rha Trang Tower notified Detach-
ment 12 of a dowmed 0-1G southwest of Nha Trang. Pedro 20
launched at 09102 {misasion Number 12-38-08). Crew members
aboard Pedro 20 were: Captain Melroy Borla.nd., Reacue Crew Com-—
mander; Major Bruce C. Bowden, Rescue Crew Co-Pilot; Al1C Timothy
M, Reynolds, Pararescue Specialist; SSgt Huel W. Wilson and Sgt
James R. Pospichel, Airborne Firefighters. Radio contact was
made with the downed pilot and his position was located approxi-
mately five miles aouthvfest of Nha Trang. The survivor reported
light ground fire and a larger enemy force was engaged in battle
with friendly ground forces a.pproﬁ.nataiy 500 yards from the
survivor's position. Capt Borland elected to make an immedizte
pick-up. The survivor provided smoke upon request and hoist
operator, AlC Reynolds, extracted the survivor, in good condition,
from the jungle at 0920Z. The mission was terminated at 0930Z.
The recovered pilot, Capt Allan R. Zaiser, was met at the Pedro
pad by other members of his unit, 21lst TASS.

(2) On 2 Sep 68 at 07452, Pedro Operations received a
call from Installation Defonse Command requesting medical evacua-
tion of two sericusly ill (suspected malaria) ARVN soldiers.
Misaion 12-38-09 was opened and Pedro 20 departed for the desig-
nated location. Crew members were: Captain Cortland D. Field,
Beascue Crew Commander; lat Lt Willis J. Thayer, Rescue Crew Co-
Pilot; AIC Timothy M. Reynolds, Pararescue Specialist; Sgt William

Grimes, Flight Engineer. . The ill soldiers and ground party were

2/ %
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FROM: Det 12, 38 ARRES 21 Jul 68

SUBJECT: Rescue Narrative Report

TO: "3ARRGp

1. Subject report is submitted IAW 3ARRGp Sup 1 to ARRSM 55-2, 15
Apr 68 as follows:

- Notification was by the Nha Trang tower at 0908Z, 19 Jul 683
1&1msh of Pedro 20 was at 091.02Z.

b. Pedro 20 scrambled in a general direction pa.'av:i.d.ed. by the '
tower, and was able to contact the downed pilot (call sign Walt 51)
on his survival radio when sufficient altitude was reached. The ..
pilot mistook a Huey for Pedro and apparantly gave us an errcheocus
‘heading to his position. However, by requesting him to use his:
-beeper, we obtained a quick carrection to his location using our
ADF equipment. When asked about ground fire, the pilot indicated
that he had heard a few shots. Pedro 20 was well aware of a 1a.rge
active battle in progress just below the pilot's position, and
elected to make an immediate pick-~up before the enemy forces eould
move into position. Location was on the: side of a mountain in dense
Jungle growth. When Pedro 20 was reported to be directly overhead,
smoke was. requasted and Pedro went into a deacending left orbit for
a tactical pick-up. The smoke was spotted immediately and the heli-
copter was. quickly brought to a hover. 2

ce Weather and visibility were clear.

d. Cooperation and coordination with the tower and dowmed pilot

as excellent. Gunships did pot get girborpme wntil the pick-up had
been made and Pedro was returning to home base,

e. Guard channel was used exclusively, and I feel that because
this was such a quick extraction with only three parties involved,
radio discipline was excellent. Crew interphone discipline was
likewise excellent.

f. Pedro 20 arrived and commenced extraction at 09203. Location
was _approximately five miles SW of Nha Trang AB, HVN (12°10! N,
109909t E). . .

g. The course taken into the area was above a known battle. The
best exit route was not used to avoid battle area. This necegsitated
a climb over a ridge line with the survivor still dang below the
helicopfier, Enemy fire in the area was afte reported by t
survivor to be heavy. No tracers were seen and the chopper took no hits.

h. The downed pilot remained calm and followed instructions
instantly. He was not injured, although it now appears that he banged
his knees in the course of crash landing his 0-1G 1451-12555)



i. The fomeatvpenetrator was usged foi- the extraction. Terrain
was very steep with tree height approximately 100 feet. Maximum
power was required to hover. One pilot, Capt Allan R. Zaiser,:.
FR79007, was recovered in good condition.

j. Departure from the pick-up ares was estimated to be 0923Z.

k. The mission termirated at (0930Z.

1. There was no damage to Pedro 20.

m. All equipment functiomed properly.

n. K/A

0. NBone.

p. Additional information:

(1) OCrew consisted of:

RCC Capt Melroy Borland

BCP Maj Bruce C. Bowden

BS A1C Timothy M. Reynolds (hoist operator)
B 85gt Huel W. Wilaon

B Sgt James R. Pogpichel

(2) The 0-1 was probably downed by ground fire and was not
located until the pilot was spotted nearby.

2. The success of this mission was dve to a number of pertinent
factors which T feel are worth emphasizing. The recovery crew was
able %o clearly and quickly analyze the situation and effect prompt,
correct decisions which permitted the extraction to commence within

ten minutes of launch time. This mission was classic recovery in
that everythin 7 funciionad nrogerly: the downed pilot's survi

radio, the ADF/DF equipment, orange smoke, and the hoist operation

with the forest penetrator. Also, this is a testimony to the /
traini in effect at this detachments L% Just so happened :
that that very morning the same crew en scheduled to practice ‘I’
tactical pick-ups in our rice paddie training area. The actual ﬁ"ﬁ‘
extraction sounded and went as if it were right out of the book.

o

RCC



Det 9, 38ARRSq Hist, Jul — Sep 68

‘CHAPTER ITT

CPERATTIONS
MISSTNS
‘During the reporting period, Detachment 9 flew 328 sorties of,

Jwhich 84 were in ‘support of aircraft or personnel in distress.'. .There
‘were 137 base support sorties, and 105 training sorties. :The remaining::
12 sorties were functional check flights.™ Of the rescue sorties;*43
were local base rescue scrambles and 31 were aircrew recovery missions:

While most of these were quite routine s several are worthy of mention.

THE DROWNING VICTIMS

| At 09452 20 Jul 68, the detachment was notified that two Vietnamese
boys had disappeared while swimming in a lake one mile soﬁthweét of
the base. Pedro 98 (HH-43F serial number 63-9717) crewed by 1Lt
Warren F. Kaufman, Crew Commander, Capt Jerald D. Briscoe, Copilot
and Sgt Roger E. Lawson, Flight Engineer, responded, dropping three
pararescue specialists (Sgt Luther T. Jones, ALC Nicholas Gala, Jr,
and AlC David M. Thompson) and one assistant (TSgt Donald W. Gooding)
at the scene. Meanwhile, Maj Robert A. Bunton proceeded to the scene
by jeep. After approximately 10 minutes of underwater searching,
using scuba gear, Airman Thompson recovered the two bodies. After
turning the bodies over to the Vietnamese authorities, the rescue

team returned to base by jeep.
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Aircraft Loss (U) ;
1. (S) BACKGROUND: At 2102H, 7AFCC was potified that Oreo 02/F4/UBN was down in
the Gulf of Tonkin approximately 22 miles north of Dong Hoi. Neither voice nor beep-
er contact could be established. At 2118H, Oreo Lead broadcast that he was bailing
out in the bay five miles north of Da Nang, Oreo flight was performing armed recce
in RP I, Lead dropped flares on a target just north of Quang Khe and instructed his

wingman to deliver CBU-2%s.
attack on the target.

Due to a malfunction, Lead was unable to fire his rockets and

Lead turned north and climbed to 7000 feet for a rocket

as he was pulling off the target his aircraft was hit by ground fire.

He ignited the

afterburners, jettisoned his ordnance, started a climbing turn toward the water and

notified his wingman that he had been hit,
was six miles in trail.

The flight proceeded feet wet and turned south toward Da

Oreo 02 said he had Lead in sight and

Nang.

As Lead climbed through 15000feet he started to enter the clouds and Oreoc 02

said he was losing sight of him, Lead then decended to 11000 feet and that was the

last radio transmission he heard from his wingman.

He was busy with his aircraft

was obtained by telecon with Da Nang TUOC).

emergency and was unaware that his wingman had gone down,

(The above information
Waterboy GCI lost radar contact with

Oreo 02 22 miles north of Dong Hoi and Ringneck 12, a Marine F4, said he saw an
explosion in that area, A SAR effort was initiated and Jolly Green 07 and 22 were
scrambled from Da Nang. Contact with Oreo 02 could not be established, an electronic
search is continuing and a first light SAR effort is plamned. Oreo Lead contacted
Da Nang GCA, declared an emergency and stated that he might not make it. At 1500
feet, five miles on GCA final Lead said he could not control the aircraft and was
bailing out. Pedro, a rescue helicopter from Da Nang rescued the aircraft commander
and a harbor security boat recovered the rear seat pilot. Both crewmembers were
taken to the hospital at Da Nang and are reported in good condition,

A

2, (8) SEQUENCE OF EVENTS:

2102H ~ 7AFCC was advised that Oreo 02/F4/ULN was down,

2113H -~ Jolly Green 07 and 22 were scrambled from Da Nang.

S g 2
-

R

[ 4

DOD DI 520000 I Doct~bg- :
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\
2117H - Ringneck 12/F4/DNG is over the area where Oreo {2 went down and reported \"
seeing an explosion, \
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2118H - Oreo lLead bailed out in the bay 5 miles north of Da Nang,

2120 - Pedro a Da Nang rescue helicopter has voice contact with the aircraft conmander
of Ureo Lead.

21241 - Big Mother, a Navy SAR helicopter is conducting a search for Oreo 02,

21254 ~ Pedro has picked up the aircraft commander of Oreo Lead.

21261 - The rear seat pilot has been picked up by a harbor security boat.
2135H - Jolly Green O7 and 22 proceeding north to the area where Oreo is down.
2155H - Ringneck 12 is refueling and will remain on station,

2220H - Crown 7 is proceeding toward the area.

2255H - The Jolly Green's are returning to Da Nang. Crown 7 will remain on station
and continue an electronic search,

3. (8) AIRCRAFT AND CREW DATA:

a, Aircraft:

(1) Call Sign - Oreo OL

(2) Type - F-4LD
(3) Serial Number - 667703
b. Crew: Aircraft Commander Pilot
(L) Name - Gill, Timothy D., Capt, Pierce, Roger G. Jr., 1/,
(2) Total Flying Time — 69h4.4 371.9
(3) Total Fighter Time - 426.7 92.0
(4) Total F-L Time ~ 426.7 92.0
(5) Total Missions = ;;““ 40

(6) Total Counters - 55 37
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¢. Alreraft:

(1) Call Sign - Creo 02

(2) Type - F-4D
(3) Serail MNumber 667682
d. Crew: Aircraft Commander Navigator
(L) Name - Hackett, Harley B., III, Capt, Bush, JohnR])/It,
(2) Total flying time - 628.1 508,2
(3) Total Fighter Time - 374.9 106.2
() Total F-4 Time - 37h.9 1106.2
(5) fTotal Miséions - }lg“(l2 on second tour) L2
(6) Total Counters - 12 (second tour) L0
Cys to: DO

noc
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FROM: 7-380 (Capt David J. Jogerst, 3440) 26 July 1968

SUBJECT: Mission Nerrative Report 1-3-076-8206 / O‘/
TO: 3JSARG

380

IN TIRN

’ (U) Th:z.a report is submitted IAW ARRSH 55-2, 3ARRGP Sup ;108 dtd 11 Jul 68..
2. (G) TNarratives -

On 24 July 1968 at 1245Z Queen (QL 1, 3ARRGP) alerted the crew of Pedro 93

‘to a possibié bailout. A battled. damaged USAF E-4 Oreo Lead with 2 POB, was
attempting to make Da.Na.ng AB, RVN. At 12572 Pedro was alerted by DaNeng Tower
with Creo Lead now at 35 mles ‘from Da.'ﬂ'a.ng&' FPedro 935 sarambled without diffi-
culty at 1300Z for the possible bailout. Upon arrival Qreo Lead requested a
‘low approach for gear check and ﬁed:co 93 returned _to pickup the fire suppression
kit (FSK) to cover the impénding landing.. -Area weéather was 700 scattered, 2500 °
overcast, 6 miles in rain with thunderstorms.. Pedro 93 orbited one half mile
Hoxrth while Oreo Lead was given a GCA to poigt four miles out on final avoroagh,
At this point four crewmembers of Pedro 93 observea Ureo Lead take three hits

o jxe, turn west, and crash in Dalang bay. Ground fire was of large
caliver as hits ovened as bright white flashes on the underside of (reo Lead.
Pedro 93 released the FSK and vroceeded to the scene. Daiang Tower was notified
on Guard Channel of the ground firs, the c¢rash and location and requested to
provide flareships for aircrew recovery operations. Oreo Lead (front seater) was
quickly located with UMF DF and strobe light. Hoist pickup was accomplished at

%2192 with rescue sling utilizing Oreo Lead's floating helmet for a hover refer-
ence, illumination from the Hi-43%3 flood lights and an iC-47 flare drop. Oreo
Lead had an inflated life vest ard all equipment excent parachute canopy with him
when lifted from the water. This czused some difficuliy and two men were required
to podily 1ift Oreo Lead through the small Hd-438 cabin door. Ho other difficulties
were encountered. Oreo Lead was in gooa condition, coherent on survival radio and
interphone, had properly entered the sling, and did not attemot to help the hoist
onerator, =Radio discipline was excellent and flareships supvort quickly provided.
Pedro 93 remained in the area searciring for Oreo Leads back seater until 13402
when notification was received that he had been nicked up by a patrol boat. Cxreo
Lead was delivered to medical personnel at 366 USAT Dispensary Helipad at 1345Z.
During recovery of the FSK (near rumway 17L) Pedro crew observed mmall arms tracer
fire in the vicinity. The FSi was returned to the alert circle and Pedro 93 -
terminated at 1400%Z without any damage. One combat save, 1400 and 3 sorties.

3. (C) Survivor: Gill, Z.D. Capt 497th TFS.
Classified by
S''BIRCT TO GENERAL DECLASSIFICATION
§-EDULE OF EXECUTIVE oa:o—a 11652

£ -.:;.".}E«AT ICALLY D"JWN
YPAR INTERVALS
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4. (U) Crewmembers of Pedro 93:

Capt David J. Jogerst, Instructor Pilot, Det 7 38ARRS
lstLt Michael L. Walker, First Pilot, Det 7 38ARRS

Sgt G.S. Gladu, Rescue Sneclallst (Hblst Operator) 3660uS
Sgt S.D. Hamilton, Rescue Specialist, 366018

A1C J BE Telley, Rescue Specialist, 374ARRS

(B s G g tne ™ . | GROUP 4
DAVID J. JOGERST, Capt, USAF Downgraded at 3 year
. $ wngraded a
Operations Officer intervals; declassified

after 12 years
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SAR Iffort for Hellbora 20 (U)

wuaay 101 RIVEASE $IDC I F KNECCSSARY)

1. (S) BACKGROUNDs Hellborn 20/A~6A/CHU was hit by ground fire and the crew
ejected at approximately 2150H, 25 July 68 13 MM north of the DMZ., A weak
continuous beeper was detected at 1ntervals during the night, but there was no
reaponsesto efforts to raise voice contact, A first light effort was planned for
26 July 68.

2, (8) During the early morning hours of 26 July, efforts to establish contact
wi th the survivor were unsuccessful. At 0742H, listy 11 reported he may have
received a volce transmission. In a very short contact, the voice reported he
was surrounded and was being shot at. No further ocontact was made until 0912H
when Misty 11 reported he had a good beeper amd poor voice contact with the
survivor and had his position established, Prior to this time, intense 37 MY and
ZPU fire were seen in the area.

3. (8) Groqag fire suppression began at 0855H and continued throughout the day.

A total of Jl"sorties including 13 F105s, 50 F4's, and 8 Al's expended ordnance

in the suppression effort. During this time it was learned that the survivor

was in the Dai Grang (River) and there were enemy small ams positions on the

river banks within 150 feet of his position, Two aircraft received battle damages
Czark 2/F105/KRT and Sandy 1, with Ozaerk receiving wvery heavy damsge. Suppression
then continued, against the heavy AAA defenses in the immediate area, with an
accumulated BDA of (19)(37 M guns destroyed, 4X37 MM guns damaged, TX37 MM positions
silenced, and numerous ZPU/AW/ and SA positions destroyed and silenced,

jﬁ;{ At 1725H, the survivor reported "there were numerous bodies in the area and

ground fire had been suppressed". At 1728H, the SAR forces crossed the DMi.
At 1748H, Jolly Green 32 reported the rescue of a "wet, tired pilot", but otherwise
in very good condition,

5« Questioning of the survivor, Maj Curtis Lawson, revealed he had seen a good
chute on the other crew member. He indicated he had landea in a group of people
and was assumed captured. Ilectronic search for the bombardier navigator is
continuing,.
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1. (S) BACKGROUND: Hellborn 20/4-6/Marines, was reported down at 2150H, 13 NM
north of the D2 and 5 NM from the coast, Hedeye O3 saw the aircraft burst into
flames in the air from intense ground fire. Initially no Jpeeper or signs of
survivors was evident, however, at 222CiH MMisty 51, ptck&ﬂﬂa weak continuous beeper.,
vontinuous electronic monitor of the hueeper has detected no change in the continuous
beeper signal except for a perceptible weakening of the signal. There has been,

as of 0600H, no response to elfforts Ly the SAR force to raise voice contact with a
survivor.

2, (S) AQCRANT AND CilW DATA:

a, Mreraft:

't"' 0 E‘;\% ¥
(1) Gell Sign - Hellborn 20 i;‘ f_ﬁ' % Y

KXy
(2) 'Type - A-6 \&ﬁtgm
e Crew: Aircraft Commander Pilot
(L) HName - Lawson, J; ‘Major Brown, P. Captain
(2) Total ¥lying Time =~ 2943 480
(3) Total tdighter Time - 13L9 L&0
(4) rotal A=H6 Time = 393 313
(5) 7Total Missions = 168 120

3, (S) A first light effort is to be initiated at O60BH with the following
forces allocated:

X — e e e

FLIGHT ON STATTON F il dadil BT AL G aitml\;} RV, \v LS
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CONFIDENTIAL

Summary
Report 1-3-079-8207, 26 July 68

(C) Two pilots in a USMC F-4 were forced to eject north of the IMZ at
approximately 1300Z hours 25 Jul é8. Ihe pilot landed in a river where
he remained concealed in the water and on the river bank for 21 hours.
Since night had fallen no SAR effort could be attempted that night.
Jolly Greens 25 and 31 were launched at approximately 2330Z 25 July
and proceeded to an orbit phint near the location of the survivor.
Shortage of fuel necessitated departure from the orbit area. Jolly
Greens 31 and 28 were launched from the refueling location at OLOOZ 26
July. Puring the interim support aireraft were attempting to destroy
known gun positions in the immediate vicinity of the surviver, A
second withdrawal for fuel was accomplished with Jolly Green 31 and 28
being launched again at 0600Z. An evaluation by the Jolly Green resulted
in a planned river landing toprovide best protection from ground fire,
Before a rescue attempt could be initiated the on-scene commander (0S$C)
drew ground fire and directed withdrawal of Jolly Greens 31 and 28 for
Eemeling. Both helicopters returned to the rescue scene at 0§00Z.
ecause of approaching darkmess, it was decided that an immediate
rescue would be attempted. Jolly Green 31 made a repid decent frem
8000 feet while being sscorted by 4 Sandv aireraft. Ground fire was
observed after decent below 3000 feet but was ineffective. Difficulty
was encofintered in locating the survivor due to dense jungle and enemy
~activity. Jolly Green 31 located the downed airman, made a rapid low level
approach and flared just abeve the river. The survivor swam to the
helicopter, was drawn aboard and a rapid departure effected. During
the entire decent, approach, landing and departurs, the co-pilot, Flight
Engineer and Hescue Specialist provided almost continuous fire from the
M=60 machine guns and the M-16 rifle. ‘he survivor, Major Curtis L
Lawson, MAG 12, CHW LAY, was taken to Da Nang AB RVN,
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1 (U) This report is submitted IAW ARRSM 55-2/3 ARRGp SUP 1 dated 15
. June 1967.

(C) The SAR effort for Helborn. 20, k Marine F-4, began st approximetely
13002 25 July 68. He was on an armed reconnaissance migsion in Boute Pac 1,
when he was hit by 37MM and forced to eject. . Both pilots ejected and the gur-
vivor noted a good chute on his observer, however, he was seen to land in'a
popula‘bed area and was assumed captured as no voice contact was ever estab]ished.
The survivor came down in the Dai River located approximately 3 miles east of -
the intersection of Routes 101 and 103 (318/274 CH 109) and swam about 20 meters
to the east, after sinking his chute, and concealed himgelf againgt the north banl
of the river vhere he spent the next 20% hours. His approximate location was
established that evening by a Misty FAC and a first light effort was scheduled
for the next morning. The area was very heavily defended by 3714, automatic
weapons and small arms and it was assumed that a rescue attempt by a JG would
not be feasible until after 3 to 4 hours of "softening up" the srea. JG 25 :
(Low) and JG 31 (High) departed CH 77 at 2330%Z 25 July, for strip alert at CH 103,
After being airborme for approximately 20 minutes they were advised by Queen to
proceed to the Rockpile (265/12-CH 109) and orbit for a possible rescue attempt.
After arriving at the orbit point at 00302 26 July, and holding, they were in-
structed to RTB CH 103 for refueling and to standby for immediate launch. ILanding
at CH 103 was completed at 0100Z. JG 25 and 31 launched again at 02002 for a
rescue attempt but it was cancelled becsuge Sandy lead considered the area still
too bot. Both JG's landed at CE 103 at 02302 with JG 25 experiencing a generator
mel function on his final spproach. JG 28, who had RTB'd to CH 103 upon com-
pletion of his ECHO orbit requirement then became High bird and JG 31 assumed
Low bird in place of JG 25. JG 31 (Low) and JG 28 (High) launched again at 0400Z
and orbited at the Rockpile to be in position for another rescue attempt. Sandy .
1 made another low pass over the survivor at approximately 0500Z o determine if
the JG's should be called in, but took hits from ground fire and RTB'd to CH 77.
JG's were RIB'd to CH 103 for refueling while additionel airstrikes were cslled
in. Landing was accomplished at 0530Z. JG 31 and 28 launched again at 0600Z,
went to the Rockpile end then proceeded Northwest along the mountein ridges at
8000' to hold at a point about 10 miles west of the survivor. Observation of .
the rescue site from this area was quite good and at this time definite plans for
the type of rescue attempt were formulated by the crew. A check was made with
Mistys and Sandies to determine if the river was wide enough to atfempt a landing
in the river bed adjacent to the survivor's position. It was determined that rive;
was approximately 120 to 150 feet wide at the survivor's location.
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The RCC briefed the crew that the pickup would be accomplished by landing

rather than hover to utilize msximum protection of river banks and minimize
expopgure time in the pickup area. He glso briefed that the penetrator would

be put in the water with slack alresdy set in the hoist cable to assist in
-pulling in the survivor. Additionally, he directed M-60 and M-16 firing from
1000 feet in ard throughout the pickup. Upon completion of crew briefing,

Sandies and Spads again reported heavy ground fire sbill in the survivorls
immediate area and recommended additional airstrikes. JG 31 snd 28 were RIB!'4 - .
to CH 103 for refueling. Landing was completed at 07182, refueling accomplighed,
" additional ammunition on loaded and aircraft launched again at 0740Z for orbit.: -
at Rockpile. It is worthy of note that JG 31 hed experienced landing gear - -
malfunctions on the lgat two sorties. Main gear circuit bresker had to be held
in to cycle msin gear and nose gear was stuck in an intermediate position. The

. major problem caused by this malfunction was that due to the minimum extension

- of the nose gear, the aft tank could be fueled to only 1200 lbs and no tip

tanks were ingtalled. JG 31 and 28 arrived over the Rockpile again at 08002

and Bingo Time (based on Rockpile departure to pickup point and return to CH :
103) was passed as 0915Z. At 09102 Sandy 7 questioned the JG fuel state. A . .
new Bingo Time of 0930% was computed based on recovery at LZ Stud., Due to ...
darkness approaching, it was felt that an additional refueling would not permit
sufficient time for a rescue attempt. Sandies advised that there was still
ground fire in the area, but with due conslderation to all factors, an attempt
was feasible. JG 31 and 28, departed Rockpile at 09202 and proceeded NW on g
hesding of 340 at 8000! to a point over the mountaing at 301/22-CE 109. JG 28
held at the approximgte point to provide rescue capability for JG 31. RCC and
RCCP removed chest packs and put on Iron Maidens at this point while fhe RCC
completed the pickup briefing and the RCCP complested the Descent and Hostile
Descent Checkligts. The RCC reiterated the requiremsnt for beavy fire supp~
ression by Rescort aircraft and JG 31's own guns. At 0932Z JG 31, accompafified

by Sandies 5, 6, 7, and 8 began a fast descent on a Northeasterly heading to ,
3000* arrivingstthat altitude some 3 to 4 miles south of the survivor's location.
4 left turn to a Northerly heading was completed and further descent at 130 KIAS
was begun so as to arrive over the survivor'!s approximate location at minimum
gltitude to execute the landing. After rolling out on the Northerly heading

the RCCP observed heavy automatic wespons fire coming from the area of the
village in the %horgeshoe® formed by the river approximately 200 meters south

of the survivor's location. BHe called the ground fire on UHF and it was immed-
iately surpressed by the Rescort aircraft. This area was covered fairly well
with smoke and it is felt that the enemy was firing more at the sound than vig—
‘ually. The RCC called passing 1000' and the PJ and FE sterted surpressing ground
fire with both M=60's the remainder of the way in, as pre-briefed. The RCC
called for the survivoris smoke approximately 1% miles out. The PJ observed

a large number of enemy troops in ditches as the chopper passed over the vil--
lage area just south of the survivor's position. The survivor either delayed

or had some difficulty popping smoke as it was not visible upon reaching the
gouth bank of the river. The RCCE' observed smoke on the North bank of the r:.ver
at the next horseshoe to the left. The RCC executed a left turm and proceeded -
toward that smoke. Sandy 7 noted that JG 31 was headed for the wrong spot and
almogt immediately called, ®you're going the wrong way, he iz in the river be-
hind youl® A steep 180 degree turn to the right was executed and the RCC and

¥E then gpotted the smoke. The RCC msneuvered the alreraft at minimum asltitude
and approximately 70 KIAS along the river to the survivor's location while the
RCCF monitored the engine instruments and the emergency fuel contgpdgpagd the
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PJ and FE fired the M-60's just above the river banks to keep the mnemy's
heads down. Abeam the survivor, a steep 180 degree left turn with a flare
was executed 35 feet south of the survivor in the river. The survivor

started swimming toward the aircraft as it approached touchdown and caught
hold of the penetrator thrown to him by the FE. The PJ came off the left
M-60 when the survivor reached the door (the left*M-60 finally siezed at

this time from excessive heat) and pulled him in, The FE continued firing
the right M-60 at enemy positions with his left hand as he took up the hoist
cable slack by operating the hoist with his right hand. 'As the PJ left the
left gun position the RCCP provided the necessary fire to keep their heads
down on the south river bank by firing the M~16 aut of his window while the
alrcraft was in the water. Five or six 20 round clips were fired at that
time. As soon as the survivor was on board, (approximately 0942Z), & take
off was executed, staying just off the water until approximately 100 EKIAS

and then a shallow climbout to the southwest was-started. The RCCP continued
to fire hig M~16 while in the immediate take-bff-sres, as did the PJ and FE.
Both M-60's were inoperative at this point with only 70 rourds of M-60 srmo
left. Approximately 2400 rounds were fired. Maximum altitude on the flight
back to CH 103 was 4300' and JG 31 was accompanied by Sandies 5, 6, 7 and 8,
and also joired by JG 28. 37MM fire was observed by the Sandies aft of JG 31
on the departure leg. The aircraft was visually inspected after landing at
CH 103 at 1003Z and no battle demege was noted. The Survivor was in good con-
dition. Refueling was accomplished and departure for CE 77 was 10452 with
mission completed at CH 77 at 11457, 26 July 68, The crew coordination was
cutstanding on the mlssion. The Rescort aircraft hed been completely briefed
by the RCC on exactly how the pickup would be made and what would be required
of them in the way of support. It is felt that the three most significant
factors contributing to the success of this\mission wers: (1) The cutstanding
job of close air support by the FAC's and all strike aircraft. (2) The keen
professgionalism displayed by the survivor throughout his entire ordesl, and |
(3) The impressive amount of suppressive fire from JG 31 before, during, snd after
the pickup, which allowed the pickup to be accomplished in an unsterile area
without suffering any battle damage.

3. (C) The survivor was: Major Curtis L, Lawson, MAG 12 CHU IAT.
4+ (C) GCrew of Jolly Green 31 wers:

RCC Major Charles E. Wicker
RCCP Major Robert E. Booth
FE SSgt John Enriquez

RS Sgt Steve M, Northern

EAL & bt

CHARLES E. WICKER, Major, USAF
Rt_ascue Crew Commander

ES _H. GRADY{\ Li( ff/{‘sw/
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During the SCOTCH 3 SAR effort, 42 F-4s were allocated tc the mission, and
32 were used. Twelve F-105s were also used. Additionally, there were five
Misty (F-100) FACs and one Covey (0-2) FAC used; two FACs were on-scene almost
_ éontinuous1y. When the primary SAR aircraft, consisting of eight A-1s, four
he]i;opters and two Crown aircraft are added, the total number of aircraft
involved totals 74. During the nine-hour mission, 121 tons of ordnance were
expended.lg/

An examination of the STREETCAR 304 mission revealed that 44 F-4s and 42
F-105s were involved for a total of 86 support aircraft. Additionally, six
Nail {0-2) FACs were used, and approximately eight A-l1s, six helicopters, and
three Crown primary SAR aircraft were used during the 28-hour mission. The
total number of aircraft involved was approximately 109. The figure becomes
"approximate" because the total number of primary aircraft was ??;imated from

incomplete records. Eighty-six tons of ordnance were expended,”

FeSul. b =
“During the HELLBORNE 20 mission, 38 F-4s, 11 F-105s, five A-6s, two A-4s,

and seven A-7s were involved, for a totai 63 support aircraft. Additionally,
four Misty FACs were used with an estimated 14 primary SAR aircraft to make a

grand total of approximately 81. The mission lasted 10 hours and a total of
12/

118 tons of ordnance were expended.

The totals of all aircraft and tons of ordnance used in'just three missions

are qepicted here:

40
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Migsion 1=3=-079 26 July 1968

‘Mission was in progress at OLL5 Z, when Crown 6 arrived on station to relieve
‘Crown 4. Mission was being handeled by Crown 4 and was for Helborn 20 (UsKc
A=6) that had been downed by hostile ground fire the previous enening., Co-
ordinates for the SAR area were XD S0L96G (319 degrees, 27 nmi., Tacan Channel
109), The SAR force had established radio contact with one survivor — the pilot
of Helborn 20, who had reported that he was in excellent condition, but that -he
was surrounded by "unfriendlies" and ZPU and 37 mm. anti-aireraft positions, This
fact was quite evident when two attempted rescue efforts were met with extremely
heavy ground fire and were forced to withdraw. During the latter rescue attempt
Sandy 1 (USAF 2-1E) received a hit from automatic weapons fire and lost all hy-
dravlic pressure, Sandy 1 and Sandy 2 (who was experiencing engine roughness)
returned to Tacan channel 77. Prior to return to channel 77, Sandy 1 evaluated
the SAR area and reported thatalthough previous fighter strikes had destroyed
approximately seven 37mm. and numerous 7PU positions, the area was still un=
suitable for another rescue effort. SAR forces were returned to the vicinity
of the "Rock Pile" to await sterilization of the SAR area by high performance
aireraft. From this point in the mission until about 0930 7, approximately

20 flights of fighter type aircraft expended ordinance on suspected gun pos—
itions in the SAR area under the control of Misty 21,31, and 41 (USAF F-100
FAC's)}. Bombing by the fighters was excellent and very precise (within 10 meters
of the downed pilot), At 0835 Z isiatic voices were heard on 243.0 me and the
survivor could not be contacted by radio., It was felt that the survivor had
probably been captured at this time, but since this counld not be confirmed the
mission was continued, While controling a flight of fighters, one of the Misty
aircraft heard the survivor on Cuard chanmel, The survivor advised that he was
still ok at the present time but that if rescue was not effected before dark .
that it would he "Sayonara®, Alsec, during the period that the “AR area was be-
ing sterilized, the Jolly Green's were cycled back to Cigar for refueling and
then returned to the "Rock Pile" for orbit. At 0930 Z Spad 11 and 12 made &
iow level evaluation of the SAR area and recommended that another rescue attempt
be made. At this time Jolly Green 28 and 31 were comitted; being escorted by
Sandy 5,6,7, and 8; while Spad 11,12, and 13 attempted to supress any unfriendly
activity in the immediate area of the downed pilot. Although moderate to heavy
ground fire were encountered by the Jolly fGreen's, the Sandy and “pad aireraft
were able to supress the ground fire to a point that enabled Jolly Creen to :
effect a rescue pick up. Pick up was made by Jolly Green 31 at O9L5 7, All re-
scue forces were returned south of the W7. The survivor was reported in good
condition -~ just a little cold and wet, He {the survivor) also stated that the
other occupant of Helborn 20 had a "good 'chute”, but that he had landed in a
-large group of people and was presumed captured, At 0955 7 all forces, with the
exception of Crown 6, had received RTR., Crown 6 resuming normal preczutionary
orbit position until release received from Lueen,

{ GROUP-4 !
Downgraded at 3 year intervals., Cj?
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Hellborn 20 SAR Page 1 of 3

Hellborn 20 SAR

25 Jul 1968

(Tape contributed by George Marrett, with assistance from Don Condra)

I
case do so)

(If you can provide additional info, pl

My NPT A VE . E-r8ILE0
email to webmaster

Setting

Hellborn 20 is down near the bank of a river. He has gun positions surrounding him and
has been working with Misty 41 who is putting air strikes on them.

The players
Hellborn 20A - Maj Curtis Lawson, USMC A-6 Intruder pilot,

Hellborne 20B - Capt Paul G. Brown (Captured and held as POW. Released on March 14,
1973)

Sandy 07-08 Lead Sandy pair Need names

Sandy 05-06 Escort Sandys with Jolly Greens Need names
Jolly Green 31 - Pickup Jolly

Crown - Command and Control HC-130

Not on Tape

Spad 11, flight of three - Skinny McGinnis, John Hayes, Don Dineen

Need all possible information relating to this SAR.

Hook, Ask and you shall receive. Attached is a copy of the 7th AF News about the

http://209.39.156.3/skyraider/skyassn/sartapes/heliborn20/hellborn20.htm 1/25/99
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Hellborn 20A (Maj Curtis Lawson, USMC) mission. Sometime later I heard that Hellborn
20B (the backseater) was kia or died after capture.

HB20 was shot down the evening of 25 July 1968 about 32 miles north of the DMZ. Don
Dineen, Gene "Skinny" McGinnis and John Hayes were in the Spad alert detachment at Da
Nang. Normally we only had two birds on alert but early the next morning (26 July) we
were told to put up all three and told about the rescue effort. We were scrambled about
1000 hrs. We crossed the DMZ at the western end and met with the JG's. We were put on
hold with the JG about 5-10 miles west of HB20. Two Sandys from NKP were working
over the rescue site and when it was cool we would escort the JG in for the pickup. About
that time Sandy took several hits and "we were told to go home and have funch".

We RTBd to DaNang with only 1:20 total fly time. The Sandys also recovered at DaNang.
Sandy 2 was Charlie Flynn (Now Deceased) I had been stationed with Charlie form 1956-
59 at Stewart AFB and hadn't seen him since. Sandy lead (Maj Hale) had quite a bit of
damage. I think that his plane was left at DaNang and they both returned to NKP 1n
Charlie's.

After lunch (what a war!) we were agam sent north about 1500Q hrs. From early morning F-
100 Misty Fast Facs had been putting two strike sorties every 5 minutes. I heard at the club
that night that one FAC had gone out over the water and refueled three or more times
before he would leave the scene. We went back north by the same route and met with the
JG. Again there were two Sandies working over the site.

When they had expended it was our turn. I don't remember too much about it except the
river ran generally east-west. All the groundfire seemed to be coming from the north side
and there was a village on the south side. In spite of over 120 strike sorites that day they
were still shooting. I don't remember any heavy stuff but there was still lots of 50Cal. I
only got north of the DMZ 5 Or 6 times and I didn't like it one bit. On this day I remember
being at 1,500 feet going straight up with almost no airspeed and saying "WHAT IN THE
HELL AM 1 DOING HERE?" For about 6 or seven passes it was just one continuous roll-
in after another for all three of us. I never let John Hayes forget about his "great accuracy".
On one pass I saw him fire one rocket and it went right smack into a MG hole. We
expended all our munitions and were relieved by two more Sandys. Within ten minutes
after we left Wicker in the JG had had enough and decided to make the pickup, went
down, landed in the river and brought the marine on board. We flew 3:40 on this sortie.
We met him when he got off the JG in DaNang--talk aboutwrinkled like a prune--but after
almost 24 hours in the water he was a happy prune.

I have Maj Wicker's name in some other articles. He was tough. I played him a handball
match one day and made the mistake of beating him in the first game. I don't think that [

scored more that 2 or 3 points in each of the next two games.

Don Dineen

http://209.39.156.3/skyraider/skyassn/sartapes/hellborn20/hellborn20. htm 1/25/99
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From: Robert LaPointe <riapointe@gci.net>

To: spadguy@mindless.com <spadguy@mindless.com>
Date:  Sunday, May 23, 1999 11:21 PM

Subject: Hellborn 20 SAR

My name is Bob LaPointe and | was a PJ with the 37th ARRS 70-72. While doing research at Maxwell for a
bock | am writing about SEA CSAR 1 obtained a copy of the mission narative for the Hellborn 20 SAR written
by the Jolly Aircraft Commander. If you are still looking for info on this SAR | would be glad to mail you a copy.

Send me a postal address and | will forward to you.

Great web site. | always rermember the best CAS the AF ever had. The PJ's today think that getting ordnance
within a couple hundred meters is great. They don't believe me when | tell them you guys put rounds within 50
meters of us. Fast movers will never replicate the A-1's.

5/23/99
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MISSION NARRATIVE REPORT (1-3-074~8205, 25 Jul 68) (1)

IN TORN

"7(U) "This report is submitted in accordance With ARRSM 55-2/3ABRGp
SUP b dated 15 Apr 68.

Orbit, o, lly‘ Green 28 heé“rfd
Khe ‘Sanh. and’ Dong Ha. and. hea.ding" or ‘CH.:TTs
vlclnity ‘of '290/35/CH.;/109,*had 'smoke in’
some “type . “of hydranlic;"iiifficul‘ﬁy ; :
and Waterboy. Waterboy gave Strob : :
structed JG 28 to proceed southeast along the coestline. ‘Misty 31 (an
F-100) took up escort position off Strobe 10's left wing and both air-
craft were spotted by JG 28 shortly after they became M"feet wet®. At ,
0403% Misty 31 advised that Strobe 10's fuselage was.on fire. At that time
trove 10 indicated that they would make a plammed bailout. In full view
of JG 28 and Misty 31, Strobe 10B ejected at 0405Z. Strobe 104 did not
eject. Approximately five seconds after Strove 10B had ejected the air-
craft started into a gradual descending right turn and was observed to
periodically give off smoke and fire from internal explosions. Misty 31
remained on Strobe 10's left wing and JG 28 remained to his right. Misty
31 repeatedly transmitted on guesrd, "Strobe 10, bail out...Get out now",
until Strobe 10 crashed and exploded on the beach {120/24/CH. 109) on a
northwest heading at 0407Z. No radio transmissions were heard from Strobe
10 after Strobe 10B ejected. JG 28 then turned seaward and observed the
remainder of Strobe 10B's parachute descent and wes within 100 yards of
him when he entered the water, at 110/26/CH. 109. JG 28 hovered near the
survivor and at 04117 deployed the Rescue Spec:l.alls‘t‘. to help the survivor
get disentangled from his parachute and aid him into the horse collar.
The survivor was hoisted aboard without difficulty followed by the Bescue
Specialist. JG 28 left the hover at 0419Z and returned to CH. 77. Mean-
while, JG 24 and JG 22 hed arrived in the area from Quang Tri and DeMang
respectively. JG 22 landed on the beach near the crash site and the Res—
cue Specialists recovered the remains of Strobe 10A. JG 28 landed at CH.
77 at 045520 .‘ o

3. (C) The weather was clear and the visibility was excellent. The sea
state was 2 to 3. - » ;
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To: {unknown) , rlapointe

From: "James \"Pappy\" LaCasse", INTERNET:hughnrus@resortnet.com
Date: 1/26/00, 11:38 AM

Re: Fw: Strobe 01

Maybe this will fit in with one of your mission reports on the DANang Jollys

————— Original Message-----

From: Jim Studley <lStud@bsc.nets

To: Phil Prince <psgprince@onramp.nets>; Art Polstein <agpolstein®aol.coms; Scott 'Hot Han
Date: Wednesday, January 26, 2000 5:54 PM

Subject: Strobe 01

Got the following from Fred Dent. You may remember the author as the guy who
made the non-stop round the world powered flight. #1

The Fiery Loss Of Strobe 01

The only USAF General officer to die during the Vietnam conflict did so
not thirty feet from my cockpit. It was an absolutely horrific
experience.

It happened sometime in the summer of 1968; although I don't remember
exactly when. I do remember it was on wy third MISTY tour. ‘Third

tour? Why???!!!l Well, I couldn't face busting trees back in the

south. I figured as long as I had to be there, I might as well be where
the action was.

This day, I was in the back seat with Captain Donald E. Harland, who,
sadly, is no longer with us. We had just backed off the tanker, and
were filled with fuel when I heard a Mayday call to Waterboy (GCI

Site). The call was from Strobe 01 an RF-4C Phantom Recce Bird coming
out of North Vietmam, just above the DMZ. He reported he had taken a
hit and had smoke in the rear cockpit...he was loosing hydraulic
pressure and was heading feet wet. Turning on our tape recorder, I
listened for a while to the conversation and discovered we were inbound
almost head-on to Strobe 01. I jumped into the conversation and asked
Waterboy to vector us for a rejoin so we could check him out. After a
few vectors we found ourselves in a stern tail chase with too much speed
and I overshot him. 1Idle, speed brakes, full left rudder, right
aileron, I skidded right by him asking if he, Strobe 01, had an F-100
going by his left wing. Embarrassed, I slipped back on his left wing
and

from what Harland and I could initially see, he looked pretty much
normal - no big holes or streaming fluid, Strobe said they were

still loosing hydraulic pressure and it was getting real hot in the rear
cockpit. I asked him to hold it real steady so we could come in closer
and do a battle damage check. We started locking just as Strobe

rolled wings level, just a few miles feet wet and parallel to the coast.
Now

abeam the DMZ, he said he was goilng to try to make it to Damnang. His
reconnaissance outfit (Strobe) was stationed out of Saigon so Danang,
farther north was the emergency recovery base.

Since Harland was new to MISTY and I had been around a while, I tock
control. Still a little sheepish of my grand display of flying skill
because of the overshoot, I toock a deep breath and said to myself, "Okay
Dumbshit, don't fuck this up anymore." I then slid close in underneath
the ugliest fighter ever built (too many engines, too many seats).
Harland noticed it first near the nose. It appeared to be a small hole
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in

the belly

near the aft part of the camera bay. We could see a little flame
flickering

in

the hole, but not a real big fire. We had to get real close to see but
there was a small amount of smoke coming cut of the seams in the belly.
As we slid out to the right side, we could also see a small amount of
flame in the camera bay through the coblique camera window.

I crossed back over to the left wing while Harland and I

forwarded these tidbits of information to Strobe. During this time, we
had no idea there was a General officer in front and we were not talking
to the pilot, but to a "seeing eye Major" in the back seat. I thought
it was just a "Poug" Captain and a Brown Bar Navigator in the back.
After all, Generals are prohibited from flying up North, and these
reconnaissance guys really hang it out. Company grade stuff, the field
graders usually find other things to do.

Strobe acknowledged the fire and said, "Okay, we're going to go ahead
and bail out." I thought, "Wow, this is going to be neat." It should
have been a very "by-the-book" ejection; 10,000 feet, straight and
level, ideal speed, under control, leading to a routine water rescue...
Up until this moment, I had not witnessed an ejection segquence up close
and the notorious F-4 Martin Baker seat, known as the "back breaker,"
with its complicated system would be neat to see.

I eased the F-100F out to route formation and waited and waited, but
nothing happened. A review of the tape later showed it was almost two
minutes before the rear seat fired. Later I asked the seeing eye Major
what took so long since he was told they were on fire, why the wait? He
said the General did not want to eject and argued about the position of
the command ejection handle in the rear cockpit. The Major,

upholding his duties, wanted it in the command position (the guy in back
command ejects the front}, but the General outranked him and ordered him
to leave it in the off positicon, thereby making each seat a single
initiated ejection. The Major was reluctant, but after retrieving the
check list and reading each step of the bold face ejection procedures
(SOP for many engines, many seats, what can you expect) to each other,
the Major pulled the "D" ring on his seat, leaving his General to fend
for himself.

From my vantage point, this first ejection from the rear cockpit was
textbook. I can still remember it vividly today, as if in slow motion.
The aft canopy opened and separated cleanly, clearing the tail by a good
20 feet, then the seat started up the rails. Just as the bottom of the
seat cleared the canopy seal, the rocket motor ignited, burned for 1.2
seconds and the seat went straight up very stable. When the rocket
stopped, the drogue chute came cut, and seat rotated back 20 degrees
eyeballs straight up, flat on his back, as he cleared the tail. Now
locking back over my right shoulder, the main C-9 canopy came out and as
it started to open/inflate, the seat separated and kept right on going.
Now with the canopy fully open, the pilet swung back underneath. The
whole thing was as neat as hell, I thought.

But when I looked back to the stricken aircraft, I could nct believe the
horror I saw. The front cockpit was totally engulfed in fire. Only a
white dot of the pilot's helmet was visible through the smoke and
flames.

He was sitting straight up as before, he wasn't moving, and seemed
totally oblivious to what was happening. It looked like two huge blow
torches were coming up from the rudder pedal wells through the front
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cockpit around the pilot and out the now open rear cockpit. The fire
was streaming out and over the back of the Phantom, turning into a dense
black smoke trail that obscured the tail. But the aircraft flew on
undisturbed, not even a burble. The pilot was still not moving, still
seemed unaware, as if he was enjoying the flight. The whole thing was
surreal; almost dream like. How could this be? For a moment I thought
he might not be aware of the fire, and I must tell him to eject. So X
began hollering on the radio, "Strobe Q1! Baill out! Bail out!®

I called two or three times more, but still nothing happened. The wings
were level, but now the aircraft started a shallow descent. "My God!i*® I
screamed. "What doesn't he eject? How can he just sit there? What in
the hell is wrong?" Then I figured it out. It became obvious we were
too far away (route formation) and he couldn't hear me. So I drove the
Hun right up next to the burning cockpit and continue calling, "Strobe
01! Bail out! Bail out!" this time with more desperation in my
screams. Harland calls, "Oh my Ged! Look at it burnt!*® In desperation,
I drive closer, so close that the air pressure between the two aircraft
causes the fiery ball to roll into a 30 degree bank, turning toward the
right. As I pulled away, he rolled back wings level, now pointed
directly at the beach in a slightly steeper descent.

By this time, the intense heat had charred Strobe's canopy and we

could no longer see the pilot's white helmet. The paint began to
blister, and there were a few small explosions that blew some of the
panels locse and sent others flying off (LOX Dewars and pressure
bottles, I think). Now, the whole nose was a charcoal mess. The flames
subsided, and dense, thick smoke streamed from the nose area.

For some strange reason I just couldn't let go and continued to call
Strobe, nearly begging him to get cut. At about 500 feet AGL

and still close on his wing, the old Phantom gave one last dying gasp.
It pitched up a little and then dove straight into the beach, hitting
about 100 yards feet dry. For some strange reason, I still couldn't let
go.

Harland screamed, "Goddammit Dick! Pull Up!" I'll always felt if it had
not been for Harland's stern direction, I would have crashed right
beside

him; I would have just followed him in. I pulled up left and told
Waterboy,

"Strobe 01 just impacted on the beach." A few minutes later, Waterboy
called and asked if there was any chance of survival.
My sad reply was "Negative survival, negative survival."

Ag we turned back feet wet to f£ind the back seater, there was an usual
amount of radic chatter about securing the area - dispatching a Medivac,
ete. It seemed odd - such an intense amount of interest in this crash
Ssite. We MISTY's have seen a lot of combat crash sites, but once it was
determined there were nc survivors, it's instantly written off. A blue
car

would be dispatched to a grieving family back in the states, and that's
pretty

much the end of it. Although this crash interest level was way out of
the ordinary, Harland and I still had no idea who was on board, and we
wouldn*t find ocut until we returned to Phu Cat.

It was time to concentrate on the back seater. We guickly located him
still in his parachute about five thousand feet above an angry Gulf of
Tonkin. We locked at the sea state and it was rough...real rough. We
noticed a motorized Vietnamese sampan hell-bent and heading straight for

3



the

back seater. We came around for a closer loock and saw three or four

people

on

board the boat flying the Republic of South Vietnam flag. The sea was
rough and the boat continues to pound forward. Was this good or bad?

Friendly or bad guy? Even if they were friendly, they could still kill
the pilot if they did not know what they were doing. Harland and I
decided these signs weren't good ones, sc Harland made a low pass across
the beat's bow to encourage him to turn around. We pulled up, but the
boat was not dissuaded in the least and continued on toward the back
seater, who is drifting closer to the water. What to do now? Hell, I
felt we warned ‘em, so now we kill 'em. But at the last minute, we
decided to give the boat one final warning and Harland placed a long
burst of 20mm right close across the boat's bow. This time as we pulled
up and came around, and just asg the back seater hit the water, the
threatening boat made a sharp 180 degree turn and "beat feet" back to
the beach. Soon afterward, the Jolly Green arrived and picked him up.

This seemed just another day om the MISTY trail and Harland and I headed
back to the PAC asking Waterboy where Strobe 01 got hit. Thinking
Vengeance, but no one knew exactly where, so we finished ocur morning
cycle and returned tc Phu Cat.

As we taxied in, there was a sea of Colonels waiting. Before I opened
the canopy, I said to Harland, "I don't know what we've done, but it

must have been a major fuck up." The first colonel up the ladder

sald in an angry voice, "What are you doing here? You should have
landed at Saigon." Boy, were we confused. The Ceclonel continued,
"It's about Strobe 01." I said, "Yeah, that was real bad and, uh, hey,
I have a tape of the whole thing." The Colonel's eyes got real big and

he literally grabbed the tape recorder from my hands. Harland and I
climbed ocut of the aircraft totally bewildered until it finally dawned
on the Celeonel that we had no idea who was on board Strobe 0l. "It was
General Bob Worley," and not knowing what to do with the recorder, he
handed it back to me and said, "Get in a Class 'B' Uniform, pack a bag
and a Scatback (T-39} will be here in 30 minutes to take you both to
Saigon.

MACV wants you guys to brief the Generals. "Oh, Goody," I thought.

On the ride to Saigon, I listened to the tape. Thank God I did, because
there was one real bad thing said that needed to be edited, so I did a
i8 second "Nixon Gap" treatment. When we made Saigon, it seemed every
damn General required his own private briefing and wanted to listen to
the tape. These hallowed halls filled with stars was some change of
pace for a couple of up country Poug MISTY's.

The real sad thing was the that the pilot was General Bob Worley, a
real,

honest to goodness Tactical Fighter Pilot., The rest were, as you know,
a bunch of SAC Pukes. A strong and much needed voice for the fighter
pilot was lost that day. What was doubly sad was it was Worley's DEROS
(last) mission. 1In Vietnam, one receives double credit toward an Air
Medal for an ocut-cf-country mission. The Major said Bob really wanted
that medal and some special photos. It seems dumb now, but you had to
be there. It seems last mission shoot downs became a disease that
spread so guickly the commanders would not tell the crews it was their
final mission until after they had landed. Seems everyone wanted the
big BDA ard fly their final mission in grand style. I remember one
MISTY's going away party where four of the five troops being honored got
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shot down just after the party. When this dawned on someone, it was
pointed out to the boss, that of the five, all but one had been shot

down.

The only remaining one was PK Robinscn, who, at that very moment

was on his final mission in Route Pac 01 (No. VN). Well, the boss ran
into the Combat Ops Center and had PK abort his mission, and ordered him
to land at the nearest recovery base in Thailand. They would not even
let him fly his own F-100 back., To add to the humiliation, they sent a
Caribou trash hauler to fetch him back to Phu Cat. Not much of a final
mission for PK. He eventually did get shot down years later in an F-4
while on a second tour, and became a POW, ultimately bringing the

party shoot downs to 100%.

I have often wondered why I kept calling for Strobe 01 to bail out, and
why we stuck so close all the way in not wanting to let go when it
was obvious Bob was dead a few seconds after the back seater ejected.

The psychology of combat...

Dick Rutan

————————————————— Internet Header ------r-----r--cmrrcrmer s

Sender: hughnrus@resortnet.com
Received: from mail.greatbasin.net (mail.greatbasin.net [207.228.35.39])

by spamgaaa.compuserve.com (8§.9.3/8.9.3/SUN-1.7) with ESMTP id PAA1591&
for <rlapointe@compuserve.com>; Wed, 26 Jan 2000 15:38:42 -0500 (EST)

Received: from PRhughnrus (rno-max7-58.gbis.net [207.228.61.250])

by mall.greatbasin.net (8.9.3/8.9.3) with SMTP id MAR23124
for <rlapointe@compuserve.com>; Wed, 26 Jan 2000 12:38:34 -0800 (PST)

Message-ID: <006401bf68043b8c8f9¢c0sfaldedct@PRhughnrus»>

From:

"James \"Pappy\" LaCasse" <hughnrus@resortnet.coms>

To: <«<rlapointe@compuserve.com:>
Subject: Fw: Strobe (i

Date:

Wed, 26 Jan 2000 13:53:26 -0000

MIME-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: multipart/alternative;

boundary="----=_NextPart_ 000_0061_ (1BF&6804.B8105820"

X-Priority: 3

X-MS8Mail-Priority: Normal

X-Mailer: Microsoft Outlook Express 4.72.3155.0
X-MimeOLE: Produced By Microsoft MimeOLE V4.72.3155.0











Robert1
Line




















