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a 37mm gun.

“The aircraft caught fire and
we lost all control-stick steering,
We lost the radio and my bom-
bardier-navigator punched out
i followed shortly thereafter.”

The bombardier is listed as

missin‘g in action.

Lawson plopped into the river.
He struggled out of his parachute
harness and tried to submerge

it.

“I started swimming,” he
said, *“The enemy—about 30 feet
away -~ started shoutmg and
making a lot of noise.

“1 went to the other side of
the river and got into a little
overhang, and hollowed out a
gully for myself under some
brush.’’

The water was deep and the
bank slippery. Lawson had to
elaw to keela from slipping
underwater of out of his tiny
shield of cover.

He squared away his flight

suit and survival gear and
crawled up the bank, ready to
make a break if he had to. But
by this time it was dark and he
decided to hide along the bank--
not that he had much choice.

“After a while I decided to
run, but I couldn’t get out of the
damn place,”” he said. “The
enemy was firing one and two.
gun barrages, like they always
do, and there were dogs search-
ing the area. In 30 to 456 minutes
I decided to return to the river
because there were people all
over the place.”

le Pilot Rescue

He could hear

_ the enemy
searching through

the night.

* Ofice a boat floated within reach-

ing distance. Lawson f{roze -in
the reeds. The boat passed,

The Marine major stayed in
his muddy hideout until dawn.
At first hght he spotied an 100
Supersabre overhead—the first
sign of hope he’d $een in his
nine hours on the ground.

“It was about 6:30 in the
morning,”’ he said. *“The air-
craft assessed the situation, got
my position (Lawson still had
his survlval pack radio), and
left the area after a real good
job of observation.

“Y believe the enemy was try-
ing to set up a trap for the
Jolly Greens (HH34 rescue heli.
copters), and they would have

if the Jollies had come in then.”
For the next 11 hours, air

strikes were flown against the

enemy guns.

“Fverybody was really laying
it there, and I was helping them,
dlrectmg them to the target
area,” Lawson said.

91 didn’t know how long my
radip would last, but T was talk-
ing ‘to the flghters ahove and
they were laying it in on me.

“Matter of fact, I called in a

Spad on a 37mm gun site that

was r:ght above me, close to
the river’s edge. Some of the
debris from his (‘)rdnance fell in
the water beside me.’

The rescue copter, hovering
high over the fighting, made
Yiree tries at getting - down.
lhree times the Red guns drove

Be Combat Ready,
Russ Tells Troops

MOSCOW (AP)—In an implied reference to Czecho-
slovakia, Marshal Andrei A. Grechko, the Soviet defense

mmlster said Saturday Soviet forces must “increase further
their combat readmess” because of threats to “the Somahst

(Communist) system.”

A summary of Grechko’s statement by the official
Soviet news agency Tass did not mention Czechoslovakia

Czech—-
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Dubcek promised that he
would be unyielding.

Reading from a prepared text,
glancing up at the camera only
occasionally, employing his
usual unexcited tone of voice,
Dubcek said:

“We are going firmly our own
way,

“Leaning on the internationa!
Communist movement, we wel-
come the aid of those who under-
stand and advise us, and we
patiently explain our stand to
those who have not yet under-
stood us.

“But we shall never allow
ourselves to be dragged from
this path by anything and espe-
cially not by those who would
like to sce us in conflict and
disagreement with our nearest
friends, whatever their motives.

“1 should like to assure you
that we are aware of the ser-
iousness of the mandate which
we are receiving from owr nation
at this moment.”’

Peputy Premier Ota Sik,
economic brain of Prague’s
“liberalization”” campaign, uc-

cusced Stalinists still inside the
Czech Communist party of try-
ing to foment ‘“‘misunderstand-
ing”’  with the Kremlin that
would force the Soviet Union to
crush the reforiners.

Some  Stalinists  “still  sit
among us in more ot less im-
portant positions in the state
political and economic appara-
tus,” Sik wroie in the Com-
munist party daily Rude Pravo.
“They are hoping an eventyal
misunderstanding  could boost
their dirty plans.

“But they represent no one,
he declared.

L}

WASHINGTON (UPH—Two
radar  astronoemers  reported
evidence Saturday that the face
of Venus may be disfizered by

mountain  chams,  pitted by
ctaters, or pimpled by boulder
flelds.

uf s dense cover of
stno2, Vienus appoedls

Bocause
vty o
2_{% Pacilic Stars & {Sil‘i;.l{"

j]lﬂﬁdd_‘?, jlﬂ_‘f 29, fligs

Radar Sees ‘Pimples’ Under Venus' Veil

by name. But it used the same
wording as the current Soviet
press campaign against Prague
liberals.

In an order of the day for
Saviet Navy Day, Grechko said:
“The present-day world situa-
tion is marked by an aggrava-
tion of international tension and
increased class—opolitical and
ideological — struggle between
Capitalism and Socialism,

“The greatest danger to the
cause of peace comes from the
continued U.S. criminal war in
Vietnam, activation of militarism
and revanchism in West Ger-
many, the aggressive designs
of the Israeli extremists in the
Middle East and the attempt by
international imperialism to
make a breach in the Socialist
system and change the power
balance in their favor.”

The phrase, *‘change the power
baiance in their favor,” has
been used repeatedly during the
Czechoslovak crisis to describe
alleged attempts by Woestern
“imperialists” to subvert
Czechoslovakia and lure it away
from the Warsaw Pact military
alliance.

Steel-
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Corp. and chief negotiator for
the 1t companies, said in a joint
statement they had been unable
to reach a common ground for
settlement,

They hranded “completely
fulse” a report the companies
Fad made an offer for a wage-
fringe benefits package totaling

90 cents an hour over a three-
yeayr period.
However, the statement did

not deny specifically some sort
of an offer was made by the
companies.

to delvscope viewers to be oa
perfectly smooth globe,

But raday pulses, dispaiched
from o 2Hi-foot  antenpoa ot
Gaoldstone, Calif | have penefrat-
vd the planet's shining veil and
revealed theee aceas of rugged
lerrain i a4 rezion coveriiy
160G square ates of Venus'
aoriliwest Tace.
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Astronaut Walter Cunningham, a member of the first three-man
Apollo space flight team, is helped through the haich of the Apollo
7 spacecraft in an altitude chamber at Cape Kennedy, Fla, for a

successful ground test.

(AP Radiophoto)

Apollo Passes Test
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spacecralt for the move to the
launch pad.

Schirra told spaccecraft work-
ers two months ago that when
his crew and the backup pilots

pass  the mock (lipht  tests,
“Then we'll be ready to say.
‘Let’'s go fly it

When  Schirra,  Eisele  and

Cunningham e¢limbed into their
cabin Friday, it was pressurized
at sl sfhtl) above sea  level

ald Shathay  Zohar  of  the
National Aevonuutics and Space
Adminisiration’s Jet Propulsion
Laboratory ai Pasaden.., Calif

The astronciocrs muade o
vadar map of a4 triangular
vecion i the planet’s northern
Bemisphere, Phe arew s s hacge
e New York ond Poonsslvimis
asd gl of the New Booland
wdoles contbined.

Fhie niap v the cosnlt ob BT

pressure with a mixture of 60
per cent oxygen and 40 per cent
nitrogen,

Three hours later, the air-like
nixture was expelied from the

cabin, [leaving the astromiuts
pressucized  only by their
spacesuits, arly in the evening,

the astronauls beguan filling the
cabin with pure oxygen at five
pounds per square ineh (PSIy—
about one-third  that  of  sea
lovel.

radur probings of Venus from
Aug, 12 to Sepl, 1L 1987,
Hadar  signals bounce  baek
muore  strongly  irom rotgh
country  than  they  do  from
simeoth, Astronomers have been

using radar to staedy Veous eyvery
IN months when  the  plaoet

makts its closest appraach, 2§
witllien  miies. 1o Bartho "Uhe
rugeed pluces fuoe sbawe g
CVENY T,

. smoke,” Wicker said,
‘came too laie and we overshot

Beautiful Show

them off. More air strikes were
called in.

Meanwhile, all wasn't going
well with the air strikers. Air
Forée Maj. Alan Hale, 32, had
to give up the fight when enemy.
bullets riddled his - Skyraider
while he was in radio contact
with the downed pilot. Hale later
counted 15 holes in his prop-
driven craft.

All the while the Jolly Green
Giants were floating patiently
just out of enemy range. In all,
the big choppers had to make
six refueling runs to Quang Tri,
but at least one was always on
hand, ready to swoop down for
Lawson whenever the chance
came.

Then Wicker started down in
his rescue copter. He told his
crew to start shooting when they
hit the 1,000-foot mark.

“Our whole Strategy was to
keep firing, going in and com.
ing out,” the chopper pilot said.
The pararescue man_ and the
flight engineer opened up with
the copter’s: M60 machine gun.
The Skyraiders followed the
Jolly Green down as far as they
could. Then it was up to Wicker,
his erew and Lawson.

“I told the pilot to pop some
“hut it

him by about 25 yards. I spun
in the other direction and I was
just a few feet above the water.

“We set down on the water
and I saw the pilot swimming
the 15 or 20 vards from the river
bank. Booth (Maj. Robert E.
Booth, 35, the HH34 copilot) op-
ened up with an M16 out of the
cockpit.”

Booth, Sgt. Steve M. Nmthern
21, the pararescue man, and S..
Sgt. John Enriques, the flight
engineer, poured bullets at the
North Vietnamecese soldiers, dug
into a ditch about 30 yards away.

Lawson stroked his way to the
chopper and was hauled aboard.
Wicker guided the copter up-
river.

“We went about 100 yards,
untii I could pick up enough
speed to get out of there fast,”
he said. “A 37mm was firing
behind us, but the rounds were
failing short. We just poured in
our own firepower.”

With the final burst of fire,
the Jolly Green was off and run-
ning for home. When the copter
got to Da Nang, Lawson was
treated for minor injuries.

“Lawson was a number one
cool head,” Booth said. ‘‘He was
great, That place was pretty
well dug in. It was because of
everyone’s fire that we were
able fo get out of there without
any hits. With so much coming
in, the North Vietnamese were
just afraid to stick up their
heads.”
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