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. Aireraft Loss - 1 July 1968 (U)
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1., (8) scotch 03/F105D/TKL was reported down at 1635H, 18 miles WHW of Dong Ha,
due to AW fire received while sxpending ordnance on a SAl transporter in Tally Ho.
The pilot reported smoke in the cockpit, ejected and landed in the DMZ.

2. (8) The flight of four F105's had departed Taknli at 1513H to strike a 37 mm
gun site, NW of Dong Ha; but was diverted by Hillsboro (ABCCC) to the more luorative
SAM target.

3, (3) SAR forces were immediately executed but held short of the area due to neo
beeper or voice contact. When voice contact was established, the pilot reported
having back injuries and he would need the a ssistance of a para-rescueman. Jolly
Green 29 and 22 made an attempt to recover the pilot, but had %o pull back because
of ground fire. udeven F10S5's, four ¥4's and 4 Al's were on the scene suppressing
the ground fire until darkness set in. At 1944H, the effort was called off by TAFCC.

4+ (8) A first light effort is planned for 2 July. Forces to be utilized, as
required, ares

a. Crown 4/C-130. g
b. Jolly Green 21, 22, 24, 28, 31/5 HH-3. i
¢. Spad 11, 12, 13, 14/4 Al.

d. Sandy 3, 4/2 Al.

e. Lizard/Falcon/Buick/Honda/16 F-4.
f. Gunfighter 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8/6 F-4.
g. Pistol/Simmer/8 F-105.

h. Misty 11, 21/2 F-100.

In all cases, the same pilots who flew in the abortive afternoon effort of 1 July
wiLl again pilot the aircraft to attempt this 2 July effort. Their familiarity
with the area should help expedite the recovery. The SAR force will arrive on
scene at approximately 0615H on 2 July 68. (The weather is forecast to be 3,000
secattered, 10,000 scattered and 7 miles visibility).
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Name -~ Jeck lfodica, Lt Col, FV42799.
Total flying time -~ 4800,

Total fighter time - 1872.

Total F105 time - 215,

Total missions - 40,

Total counters - 33,

Total time as flight leader - 4.0,

Squadron position - Squadron Operations Officer.
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., Aircraft Loss, 2 July 1968 (U)

- l. (S) BACKGROUND: At 0929H, 2 July, Spad 11/A1H/PKU was downed by ground fire,
This aircraft was part of the SAR force which participated in the recovery mission
for the pilot of Scotch 03/TKL, the F~105 downed North of the DMZ on 1 July, The
Al was hit at approximately 0924H, in the SAR objective area, The pilot reported
hits in the engine and that he was egressing the area, Sandy O1/UDN/Al escorted
this Al out of the area, Spad 11 crashed and exploded on impact at a point 13 miles
Northwest of Dong Ha, Sandy Ol reported that the canopy did not separate from the
aircraft, No SAR was initiated,

a, Aircraft: i S M g ! W X
1 (1) call Sign - Spad 11 1 e
ol RN
(2) Type - AlH 2l L
: Y
(3) Tail Number - 137601 | : O D
Tl I =y 7 S
| e SREENG
bn Pilct: 51 _, G ; ‘\H, &) 1
(1) Name — Major Henry A. Tipping, FRLLTS2 I $S
(2) Total Flying Time - 3705:05 hours -
(3) Total Fighter Time - 238:20 hours
(4) Total A=l time = 238:20 hours
(5) Total Missions - 96
(6) Unit Position = Flight Commander
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TIPPING HENRY ALBERT Page 1 of |

HENRY ALBERT TIPPING

LA AL A A S A A 8 2 551

COL - O6 - Air Force - Regular
44 year old Single, Caucasian, Male
Born on Feb 18, 1924
From PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA
His tour of duty began on Jul 02, 1968
Casualty was on Jul 02, 1968
in QUANG TRI, SOUTH VIETNAM
Hostile, died while missing
FIXED WING - PILOT
AIR LOSS, CRASH ON LAND
Body was not recovered
Religion
BAPTIST
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Mission Narrative 1l-3-65 1 July 1968
Crown L

At 0836Z Scotch lead (F-105) reported Scotch 3 hit by ground fire heading for
 feet wet T of CH109. C-i4 proceeded to CHL09 area to intercept. Scotch lead
advised Scotch 3 bailed out at approx 290/18-109, 1658-106LL. JC 22-27=29=31

- launched CH103, SPAD 11-12-13-l4 CH77. Misty 51 wdith Misty 41 and Covey 171 in
area with Scotch 1-2-/4 sighted chute., No beeper or voice. Chute later dis-
appeared (No explanation). JGS held feet wet E CH109 and later repositioned

to "Rockpile" approximately 10 minutes from scene awaiting voice contact with
survivor downed in multiple layered tree canopy. SPAD 11 on scene commander
had no contact with survivor but elected to have JG27-31 led in by Covey 171
for low level lodksee with only ground fire reported. Ground fire rapidly in-
tensified as JCC entered area. Consideratle time was spent in directing JGS

to suspected site while avoiding ground fire and rendezvous with on scene com-
mander, Misty 31 reported white smoke in area and possibly the survivor.

later voice contact with survivor proved this negative. JGS 27-31 advised 10
minutes to Bingo and taking ground fire. SPAD 11 reported voice contact with
Seotch 3, injured and requires help to get on penatrator. C-4 moved in JG 22-29
and RTBD JG 27-31 to CH103 for fuel. JG 22-29 met heavy ground fire in area
and were taking hits. JG29 reported hydraulic or transmissicn oil leak and
pulling out to check battle damage. JG22 reported taking hits and meneuvering
to avoid ground fire. C-4 pulled all SAR forces out for battle damage and dark-
ness, recommending first light effort in concurrencs with SPAD 11. JGS RTB
CH103, SPATS to CH77, C-4 to CH83. Mission open. -

1
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P Major Benson f—= L0 [ _
CP Capt Tenhoor ‘\/ {'r(/"'“ "t/ i / 'j/‘\_) .(--t‘h".;' b e~
Major Parten FREDSRICK J.H. EENSON, Major, USAF
Ma jor Nelson Rescue Crew Commander
TSgt Ford
TSgt Bryant
SSgt Mehl TDY 36 ARRS
Al1C Sherrer TDY 55 ARRS
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Additional Corments Crown L 1 July 1968 (Major Benson)

The following problem areas were noted during the mission,
1. SAR Forces:

a. SPADS, JCS, FACS and Ccoteh flight (low cap) all on guard, creating a
great deal of confuzion. Only one aircraft should be working the survivor on

guard.

b, PAC (initial on scene commander) and SPALS not familiar with SAR pro-
cedures. IE: JGS will not be cleared into SAR area until the surviver is pin-
pointed or voice contact established, nor will they be utilized for low level
search over hostile terrain. Further, Crown cannot order them in. This must
be coordinated between the SPAD/Sancdy on scene cormander and JGS,

c. Controlling agencies should limit their traffic to HF rather than
UHF/VHF,

de JGS were directed to orbit "Rockpile®, Neither Crown, CPADS or PACS
were familiar with this position.

e. Crown requested and received control of one CAP flight on a specific
frequency. Subsequently four more flights reported in on guard that they were
directed to Crown control.

f. A tanker was assigned the C\P force under CCI control them RTED with-
out advising Crown. Had Crown accepted the four additional CAF flights relying
on the nonexistant tanker the situation could have become rather tense.

; g+ JGS were pre-positioned in force at CHID3 for the current operation but
the nearest SPAD support was :45 minutes away at CH77. )

h. A flight of badly needed helo gunships (seaworthy) were assigned for
mission support and never mat@rialized. Crown was wable to locate them through

any agency.

i. A contrclling agency assigned a flareship and suggested a night SAR
effort after Crown had pulled off the forces due to darkness, ground fire and .

. battle damage.
2., All Forces:

a. FExcessive use of guard, both mission aircra’t non missicn aircraft and
controlling agencies volunteering assistance.

b. One rescap flight holding high did not remain on assigned frequnncj'allb
- using guard to check progress of SAR.
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MISSION # 1-3-65 e ——— 2 July 1968

On 1 July at 2200Z (2 July 0600 Local) a preplaned major Search and Rescue (SAR)
effort commenced to recover the pilot from Scotch-03 (USAF F-105), shot down by
hostile ground fire late the day before without enough day-light remaining to
effect his recovery. His position was 295/18/Ch-109 in a heavily defended dense
Jungle area of North Vietnam. He had a badly sprained back and could hardly move.

L7

Crown-4 was Airborne Mission Commander and was on orbit at 2200Z to control the
SAR. Two Misties (F-100 Foward Air Controllers (FAC's)) arrived on scene at
2220Z. Misty-ll was appointed On Scene Commander with Misty-21 as alternate so
as to keep a Misty FAC on scene at all times, allowing them to cycle one at a
time to their tanker for fuel. They made radio contact with and located the
survivor almost immediately. Covey-17l (USAF 0-2 FAC) joined them to assist in
marking targets., From 2230Z until 0030Z the FAC's directed high performance
fighter strikes on suspected enemy ground fire positions near the survivor.

Spad's- 11 & 12 (USAF A-1) were sent in to check the SAR scene at 00302 and

they recommended the Jolly Greens (USAF HH-3E's) come in for a pick-up. They
also reported negative ground fire. Crown-i then appointed Spad-ll 6n Scene
Commander and directed Jolly Greens-24 low and 31 with their Rescort s Spads-l13

& 14 and Sandies-1 & 2 (USAF A-1), from their orbit position (Rock Pile Orbit)

to the scene for a pick-up. Jolly Green-2 then reported that he would not have
enough fuel to hover, so Crown-4 sent the Jolly Greens and their Rescort back to
orbit and RTB'ed (Return To Base) Jolly Green-24 to Ch-103 for fuel. Jolly Green—
22 was on the ground at Ch-103 refueling at that time to Jjoin the SAR forces.
Jolly Green-22 arrived over Rock Pile Orbit at 0055Z. Crown-4 then directed Jolly
Green-31 low and 22 to the SAR scene for the pick-up based on Spad-ll's recom=
mendation. He had reported weather moving in so Crown-i held the fast movers

high under Panama's (GCI) control.

At 0115Z Jolly Green-31 was hovering over the survivor and started receiving
heavy ground fire from directly underneath. The pilot reported fuel fumes in
the cockpit and that number 1 & 2 boost pumps were out , he also reported rotor
vibrations., At about the same time Jolly Green-22 reported rotor vibrations
from mechanical difficulties. Crown-4 directed all SAR forces away from the
scene. The Jolly Greens were RTB'ed to Ch-103 escorted by Sandies-l & 2, who
RTB'ed Ch~77.

While egressing from the SAR scene at 01242, Spad-ll received ground fire and
reported "O" oil pressure, And that he was headed for a clear area to leave the
airplane. No further radio transmitions were heard from Spad-ll. Spad-l12, his
wing man, followed him and repeatedly called on guard frequency for him to bail
out because of excessive smoke comming from his aircraft. When Spad-12 got no
response from his call, Crown-4 also called for Spad=-ll to bail out. There was
still no response. Spad-12 followed Spad-ll until he crashed, and reported that
he crashed with his cockpit closed. No chute was observed and no beeper was
heard. Spads-12, 13 & 14 searched the area for about 25 minutes for signs of a
survivor and concluded that the pilot perished in the crash. The Spads were RTB'ed
Ch~77 and the Misties to Panama Control. The Covey RTB'ed home plate for fuel.
At this time all high performance strike aircraft were under Panama Control.

T

P e
i.




Arc Light strikes were scheduled to commence within a few miles from the survivor
at 0205Z and would last until approximately 0230Z. During this pause in the SAR
effort, Queen asked Crown=i for a recommendation whether or not another.-attempt
should be made to rescue the survivor, and for an explaination of why this was
Crown's recommendation. Crown-4 answered with the following statement without
recommendation; "It appears to be a trap to shoot down the Jolly Greens, since
we have had aircraft working in the area all morning and none have been fired on
until the Jolly Green was in a hover for the pick-up, and that fire came from
directly underneath the Jolly Green. I beleive that the probability of losing
at least one more aircraft is far greater than the possibility of recovering the
survivor. Then if we do recover the survivor we still have a far greater than
normal probability of losing at least one more aircraft in the process,”

No decision was ever relayed to Crown-4 as to whether or not another attempt

would be made, however at 0245Z Misties-ll & 21 joined by Misty-31 arrived back

on scene and requested more high performance aircraft to direct against the
suspected ground fire positions around the survivor. Crown-4 then requested
additional flights of high performance aircraft to work with the Misties.

Several flights were turned over to Crown from Panama, and the strikes began again.
While these strikes were going on Blue Chip directed, through Panama, that three
of the flights turned over to Crown not be used. One of the flights, Love Bug.
was on the target at that time and had expended almost 21l of his ordnance.
Crown-i tried for severel minutes without success to contact the Misty On Scene
Commander, to pass on this information. In the meantime Crown-4 had determined
through Queen, that it would be impossible for several hours to get more Jolly
Greens and Spads to the scene because of battle damage and mechanical difficulties.
When Crown-/4 finslly made radio contact again at 034L0Z with the Misty, he directed
that all forces pull away from the SAR scene to re-organize, The Misties and

high performers were again turned over to Panzma Control. Spads-31 & 32 had
arrived over Rock Pile Orbit to support the SAR but would bingo for fuel before
the Jolly Greens could arrive on scene. Queen directed that Crown-4 hold the
Spads on orbit.

Crown-4 asked for conformation from Elue Chip, through Queen, whether or not
another SAR effort was planned and what forces would be available for the
mission. No confirmation, pro nor con, was received., At 04L10Z Panama relayed -
to Crown that Blue directed all SAR forces RTB. Crown-4 asked Queen to

confirm this message from Blue Chip, but again no confirmation was received.

At 0438Z Queen directed that Spads-31l & 32, who would bingo for fuel in 30
minutes, expend their ordnance on the suspected ground fire positions near the
survivor, and to check the situation on the ground for another attempted
recovery. The Spads were sent in and expended their ordnance. Théy reported
negative ground fire, but the survivor could hear people moving around and
could not see them. After the Spads cleared the target Queen directed that sey-
eral flights of Gunfighters and Phantoms expend their ordnance and RTB, since
they had been airborne all day cycling off the tankers. Mistiesll& 21 had
RTB'ed so Misty-3l joined by Misties-4l & 51 returned to the scene to take
over as On Scene Commanders. They were joined by Coveys-112 & 172 to assist
in marking targets. Crown-4 still had no information that enother recovery
attempt would be made,

48



At this time Crown-4 requested from Queen: "If another recovery attempt is to be
made, request a firm ETA for the Jolly Greens and their Rescort, also request
that since the high performance strikes have started again, they be continued
until the Jolly Greens and their Rescort arrive on scene, holding one flight of
high performers high, to use if necessary during the pick-up." Crown-4 did
continue: to receive high performance flights approximately every 15 minutes.

They were sent to the Misties and bombed suspected ground fire sights in the
ares,

Queen advised that there were no Spads nor Sandies available from Ch-77, but
they had launched Sandies-3,4,5 & 6 from Ch-89. Crown-4 then requested that the
Jolly Greens, which were back in commission, be launched from Ch-103 to join-up
with the Sandies over Rock Pile Orbit at the Sandies ETA of 0700Z to that posi-
tion. Jolly Green-21 low & 28 were launched.

The Sandies were not familure with the area of Rock Pile Orbit so Crown-i

directed Covey-ll2 to intercept them on a discrete frequency, and lead them to
Rock Pile Orbit. The Sandies nor the Jolly Greens were familure with the area

of the survivor so Covey-ll2 was instructed to remein with the Sandies over Rock
Pile Orbit and lead the forces to the SAR scene on Crown-4's command, Sandies=3
& L were briefed that they would preceed approximately % mile ahead of the Jolly
Greens and Sandies-5 &6 , and all these forces would remain on the same frequency,
which was different from the one being used by the Misties and the high performers.
Sandy-3 was briefed to go to guard frequency as soon as he arrived on scene and
take over On Scene Commander from Misty-3l. Sandies-3 & L4 were to check the area
over, while the Jolly Greens and Sandies-5 & 6 held clear of the area until called
for by Sandy-3.

Misty-31l was briefed that Sandy-3 would take over upon arrival, and the Misties
and high performers were to hold high at that time in case they were needed during
the pick-up. At 0705Z Rustic flight (High performers) were cleared to the Misties
by Crown-4. At this time all forces had been briefed what to do. At O710Z the
Sandies and Jolly Greens led by Covey-11l2 were directed to depart orbit for the.
SAR scene. At 0720Z Sandies-3 & L4 and Covey-ll2 arrived on scene and Sandy-3
took over On Scene Commander just as Rustic flight was clearing the target. One
flight of high performers (Bear Flight) was orbiting high and were instructed

to go to Misty-3l on a discrete frequency and standby in case they were needed.
Sandies-3 & L and Covey=-l12 located the survivor and called in the Jolly Greens
and Sandies-5 & 6. '

Jolly Green-2l was in a hover at 0730Z and lowered their Pararescue man to
assist the survivor on to the penetrater. At least two anti-aircraft gun posi-
tions opened fire on Jolly Green-2l, but they received no hits. Misty-31
immediately directed Bear flight in on the gun positions, which silenced them,
The Jolly Green had lowered the Pararescue man aonly a few feet from the survivor,
but the jungle was so thick they had to hoist him back in and move that few feet
to lower him again. At O740Z the Pararescue man had the survivor on the
penetrater and the recovery was made successfully. The Jolly Greens and the
Sandies egressed along a route recommended by Covey-ll2 and all forces were RTB'ed.
Jolly Green-2l delivered the survivor, who was in critical condition, to the
hospital at Ch-109.




Summary Report 1-3-65, 1 Jul 68

(C) At 0850Z, 1 Jul 68, Jolly Greens 27 and 31 were scrambled from Da

Nang AB, RVN, to intercept an F-105 which had received battle damage

and was heading for the Gulf of Tonkin, The F-105 pilot was unable to

reach the sea and ejected northwest of Dong Ha, North Vietnam. Misty

41 (an F-100 FAC) had established a visual reference of the location of

the F-105 pilot entering heavy forest. At 1045Z Misty 41 established

voice contact with the survivor who stated he was injured, Spads 11,

12, 13, and 14, and Covey 171 arrived on scene and commenced a visual

search for the survivor with Misty 41 assisting, Although the survivor's
position had not been pinpointed, Jolly Greem 27 was cleared for ingress
because of the nature of injuries to the F-105 pilot. Jolly Green 27 was
driven off by ground fire, Since he had disposed of external tanks it was
necessary to depart the rescue area with Jolly Green 31 escorting, Back-up
forces, Jolly Greemns 29 and 22, were cleared for ingress at 1120Z, Jolly
Green 29 approached the location of the survivor but sustained battle damage
and was forced to withdraw temporarily, Jolly Green 29 made a second attempt
to ingress the area but was again driven off by ground fire, Darkness had
approached therefore all SAR forces were withdrawn for the night. On { Jul
68 at 2215Z Jolly Greens 24, 22 and 31 were launched for the rescue area.

At 0045Z on 2 Jul 68, Jolly Green 24 departed the scene for refueling, Jolly
Green 31 was cleared for an attempt at rescue at 00552 but received extensive
battle damage and was forced to withdraw to home plate. Spad 11 had received
battle damage, lost oil pressure and crashed with the canopy in place. Jolly
Greens 24, 22 and 31 were replaced by Jolly Greens 21 and 28 at approximately
01452, SAR forces were withdrawn temporarily while other missions were
performed in the area. At 0700Z SAR forces (Jolly Greens 21 and 28), Spads
13 and 14, Sandy 3, 4, 5 and 6; and Covey 112) were reformed in the area of
the survivor. Jolly Green 21 penetrated to the survivor's position at 0730Z,
confirmed that help was essential, and lowered the rescue specialist, After
a difficult ground search the survivor was located, placed aboard the forest
penetrator with the rescue specialist, and hoisting into the helicopter began.
As the penetrator departed the ground at 0745Z intense ground fire was
experienced with resultant battle damage to the helicopter, Upon the penetrator
clearing the trees a successful egress was made. Survivor was Lt Col Jack
Medica Jr., 333rd Tac Fir Wg.

(10)
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2. (C) At 0850Z on 1 July 1968 JG 27 and 31, on Strip alert at CHIO3, were
scrambled for an F-105 reported hit and heading feet wet. . Approximately
five minutes after take-off, Crown 4 informed JG 27 and 31 that the F-105

pilot (Seotch III) was in fact downed and his position was 290/18/109, or

feet dry, northwest of Dong Ha in North Vietnam.'. JG 27 and 31 elected to

continue heading for feet wet and establish a holding orbit until the Spads
departed CH77 and were able to provide RESCORT for the JGs. At 0910, JG 27 7
and 31 were directed to depart orbit and proceed to the "Rockpile" (263/15/109) =
and awalt arrival of the Spads. At 1030Z, JG 27 and 31 established an orbit

in proximity of the "Rockpile" and began communicating with Misty 41 (F-100 FAC).,
Misty 41 reported that he had visual contact with the chute and watched the
survivor enter the trees. The parachute had hung up in the trees for approx-
imately three minutes then disappeared. Misty 41 estimated the height of the
trees to be 50 feet high. JG 27 asked if voice commmication or some positive
form of communication had been established with the survivor. Misty 41 reported
to the negative but reaffirmed that he knew the exact location of the survivor

and requested JG 27 enter the area and attempt to locate the survivor. JG 27
informed Misty 41 that the JGs would not enter the arsa until some form of
positive commmication was established with the survivor. At approximately

10452, Misty 41 reported a beeper, then voice contact with the survivor.

Further inquiry revealed that the survivor believed his back to be brokenm and

that he would be unable to mount a penetrator unaided. Spads 11, 12, 13 and

| 14 arrived on the scene in the meantime and joined Misty 41 and Covey 171 in
, an effort to positively locate the survivor. After a discussion between JG 27,

1|
i
1

. Misty 41 and Spad 11, JG 27 elected to leave the orbit and penetrate into the

—

' rescue area. JG 31 experienced ground fire upon departure from the "Rockpile"

- but received no hits. Covey 171 led JG 27 and 31, giving direction and altitude
- »instructions in an effort to avoid known 37 and 5M anti-aircraft guns in the
Z S area. JG 27 descended to 3000'MSL and continued to follow Covey 171 while JG

31 remained west of the rescue area. Misty 41 marked the area with a smoke
rocket while JG 27 continued to descend, dropping tip tenks and preparing the
Rescue Specialist for possible lowering to the ground. JG 27 crossed the
marked area from the west at approximately 150 AGL. The area was a moderately
deep ravine having a NW-SE axis with high embankments on three sides and 75 to
150 trees. As JG 27 crossed over the ridgeline on the east side of the ravine,
ground fire was seen and heard. JG 27 immediately departed the area to the
west and elected to orbit until ordnance was delivered to suppress the fire,
Because of terrain features, it was extremely difficult to pinpoint the location
of the survivor causing a delay in delivering ordnance. JG 27 notified Misty

GROUP 4
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41 and Spad 11 that JG 27 and 31 would have to leave the area because of mini-
mm fusl and recommended JG 29 and 22 be called in immediately. With JG 29
and 22s arrival, JG 27 and 31 returned to CHIO3 for fuel and aircraft inspec-
tion. JG 27 had received one round through the right sponson and a round
through a rotor blade pocket, but was determined to be safe for flight. JG
27 and 31 again departed for the rescue area to assist JG 29 and 22 but were
RTB'd by Crown 4 after 10 minutes of flight. JG 27 and 31 subsequently re-
turned to CH77 at 15002 with no further incident. At 0930Z JG 29 and 22 de-
parted CH77 enroute CHIO3 for night alert duty. Prior to reaching CH103,
Crown 4 was queried for information and instructions on the existing SAR
mission. “JG 29 and 22 were directed to orbit over the "Rockpile” as backup
SAR forces. JG 29 and 22 penetrated the border at 1100Z and JG 29 was cleaved
in for a rescue attempt at 1120Z. The approach was made from the southwest to
the smoke. A150ft hover was established and Misty 41 reported Scotch III's
position to be 25 meters SE of the smoke. JG 29 made a turn on the spot and
air-taxied to the new position. Upon arrival in the near vicinity of Scotch
III, JG 29 began taking heavy ground fire. Departure was takem to the SW

and after moving approximately 300 meters another barrage of ground fire was
taken from directly below. Damage was evaluated as No. 2 generator, No. 2

TR, No. 2 boost pumps and the forward fusl gage being inoperative. There was
a difference in torque between O and 80%., There was a hydraulic leak near
the transmission. Both engines were determined to be operating properly. JG
29 climbed to 2500 feet and determined that the helicopter was still airworthy.
The Spads put down smoke on the east ridge. JG 22 was preparing to make a res-
cue attempt although it was dusk and nightfull was rapidly approaching. At
this point it was decided that JG 29 would make the attempt since JG 22 was
still unscathed and would be of greater value as high bird. JG 29 made an
approach from the NW in an effort to avoid the previously sighted ground fire
area. Just as JG 29 reached a hover, heavy ground fire was received. Muzzle
flashes were sighted on both ridge lines and from directly below the airecraft.
JG 29 cormenced a climbout when JG 22 began taking airbursts at 1000ft JG 22
had to make violent flight maneuvers to avoid being hit, The Spads joined the
Jolly Greens in escort to the "Rockpile." 50 cal ground fire was encountered
with no hits until all aircraft were clear of the DMZ. JG 29 and 22 landed
CHIO3 at 1210Z. A"first light" effort was fragged for 2 July. JG 24 and 22
were airborne at 22152 from CHIO03 and was joined by JG 31 at the "Rockpile!
After 2 hours of orbiting, JG 22 was directed to RTB CH103 to remove the ex-
ternal auxiliary fuel tanks. At 00452, JG 24 and 31 were directed into the
area by Crown. Prior to arriving in the area Spad 11 had assumed OSC and
directed the helos to hold off while the Spads made ordnance deliveries in
close proximity of Scoteh III. JG 24 was 15 minutes past bingo fuel and RTB
CHIO3 to refuel. JG 22 arrived on scene as relief of JG 2. At 2120Z, 1 July
1968, JG 31 departed CH77 with instructions to proceed to CH103., Upon initial
contact with Queen JG 31 was directed to proceed to the "Rockpile" and rendez-
vous with JG 24 and JG 22. While enroute JG 31 attempted to transfer fuel
from external awdiliary fuel tanks but when pressurized the right tenk leaked
around the filler cap. JG 31 landed at CH1O03 at 2220Z and by re-adjusting the
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filler cap the leak was stopped. Departing CHIO3 at 22302, JG 31 rendez-
voused with JG 24 and JG 22 over the "Rockpile” at 2245Z. While JG 2, 2

and 31 orbited Misty 21 established contact with Scotch 03 at approximately
2320Z and began directing high performance aircraft in their strikes around
Scotch 03's position. Crown 4 called at 2335Z and directed JG 31 to return

to CHIO3, remove the external fuel tanks, refusl and return to the "Rockpile”
orbit point. JG 31 landed at CH103 at 2350Z, removed tanks, refueled and de-
parted at 00152 arriving orbit point 0030Z along with Spads 11, 12 and 13 who
bad departed from CH77. JG 22 then left the orbit point to proceed to CH1O3

to remove the external tanks, refuel and return to the orbit point. The high
performance aircraft attempted to sterilize the area until 0020Z. The Spads
then moved into the area to try to neutralize the area close to the survivor.
Spad 13 then bought JG 24 and 31 into the area of the downed pilot. JG 24

was too low on fuel for a rescue attempt and returned to CH103. JG 31 returned
to orblt point to wait for JG 22 who was enroute from CH103. At 00552 JG 22
returned to the "Rockpile"and the decision was made to attempt a rescue. Cloud
cover was moving into the area and any further delay would force the rescue air-
craft to abort the rescue effort. JG 31 assumed low bird position and under the
direction of Spad 13 was guided into the survivor's area. As JG 31 entered the
area from the southwest, Covey 171 requested Scotch 03 to begin directing JG 31
to his position, JG 31 initiated a slow descending left turn and after 180
degrees of turn, moderate ground fire was encountered. JG 31 climbed to 300
AGL and continued to turn left. The Spads put in more ordnance while JG 31
prepared for another approach to the survivor. While JG 31 was still in the
turn the Go-pilot spotted the smoke from the survivor's flare coming up thru
the trees. Continuing the left turn JG 31 established a hover with the sur-
vivor on the right side of the aircraft. The Flight Engineer and Rescue Spec-
ialist commenced firing the two M-60 machine guns, Immediately JG 31 began
recelving intense ground fire and sustained several hits. Both forward boost
pump fuselage warning lights and the forward fuel by-pass lights, illuminated.
JG 31 climbed out to the southwest over a ridge about 100 meters from the sur-
vivor and received more ground fire. Spad 13 gave heading directions to assist
JG 31 in remaining clear of 37MM and 57MM positions. While JG 31 was climbing
out the forward fuel quantity gauge indicated a rapid low of fuel. Spad 13

and JG 22 advised JG 31 he was streaming fuel from the bottom of the aircraft.
JG 31 continued to climb to 4000 feet MSL and proceeded to CH103. The tower
was advised that JG 31 had sustained battle damage. The tower operator cleared
the traffic pattern and had fire fighting equipment standing by to assist JG 31.
JG 31 landed at 0135 and without further incident. JG 24 landed CH103 at 0100%
for fuel and was airborme at 0110Z enroute to the "Bockpile." JG 31 reported
that he was rapidly losing fuel. JG 22 was having slight control problems at
this time. JG 24 proceeded on an intercept course for JG 31 and 22. At 01202
Spad 11 stated that he had lost oil pressure and was heading feet wet. JG 24
and 22 diverted in his direction since JG 31 was south of the DMZ at this time,
JG 2/ and 22 rendezvoused approximately 3 miles south of the Spad 11 crash
site. Spad 12 reported that Spad 11 went in with his canopy still on. JG 24
and 22 reversed course for SVN. JG 24 and 22 landed CH103 at 0215Z. JG 21
and JG 28 departed Channel 77 at 0140Z to relieve the other Jolly Green crews
who had sustained battle damage during recovery attempts. Prior to arriving
at Channel 103 the SAR cormunications were monitored and shortly after the

loss of Spad 11, the SAR forces were RTB'd due to a fragged ARC Light strike
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in the area. At this time Crown 4 and Queen recommended termination of the
effort. JG 21 and JG 28 assumed the alert at Channel 103, At 0530Z Queen
advised another recovery attempt would be made. JG's 21 and 28 were to
rendezvous with Spads 13 and 14 and Sandies 3, 4, 5, 6 over "Bockpile" at
0700Z., JG's 21 and 28 departed CH103 at 0640 and arrived over "Rockpile"
at 0700Z. Sandy's 3,4,5,6 arrived to provide RESCORT. At this time Crown
4 briefed that Covey 112 would lead the Sandys and Jollies into the area
and TAC air strikes would cease when the Jollies were 3/4 miles out. At -
this time JG 21 stated Sandy 3 would be the only clearing authority for the
JG's to make an approach. At 0710 JG 21 dumped fuel for the penetration.
Hostile area descent was performed by the CP. At 0715 Covey 112 led Sendy
3 and 4 to the area. Sandy 5 and 6 escorted JG 21 and 28 about 2 miles be-
hind. At 0720 JG 21 commenced dumping the buffer of fuel he had retained
for a wave-off. About one minute later JG 21 received 6-10 bursts of 37/57MM
AAA fire close aboard the right side from the Fingers Lake region. As the
helicopter was shaken by the concussion, evasive action was taken and vectors
from Covey 112 were utilized in the descent to the area previously marked by
smoke, The area was approached from the south and voice contact was made
with the survivor at 07252, A spiraling descent was made trying to sight
the survivor., He popped smoke, and giving vectors, managed to direct us to
a point 50 meters west of him. Two 40Kt 360 degree turns were used in lo-
cating his smoke. The FE saw the smoke and directed the helicopter into a
position over a clearing in the jungle 30-50 meters south of the survivor.
JG 28 meanwhile held high. The survivor confirmed at this time he could not
move and would require a Rescue Specialist to get him in the hoist. The hover
was established at 0730Z. HNo ground fire was received. Sandys and Coveys
were holding overhead. The RS was lowered to the ground on the penetrator.
The survivor could not be seen from the helicopter; only his smoke was vis-
ible. The RS had to search the jungle for the survivor. The CP and FE main-
tained constant vigilence for enemy forces and directed the pilot in maintain-
ing the hover. The RS had extreme difficulty in locating the survivor. The
CP directed the survivor to fire a flare and to shout to assist the RS. He
fired a pen gun and the RS observed the flash. The RS finally saw the surviv-
ors foot and was able to reach him. At this time the RS requested the pene-
trator be moved closer to this position due to the extreme density of the
Jungle. Extreme crew coordination between all members of the crew resulted
in placing the penetrator about 10m south of the survivor. The hover was a-
bout 130 feet AGL and a tall tree prevented moving any closer. The rotor
bladgs contacted the tree in an effort to get as close as possible. A ridge
ed E6T above on the de, £t a-
bove and on the right side. The wind and terrain forced a heading into the
ridge. The penetrator was again lowered and the RS carried the survivor to
it. While the RS was undoing the straps on the penetrator, the survivor fired
two tracers. The RS relieved him of his .38 revolver., He then placed the
survivor to be raised on the penetrator and secured himself. At 0745Z he
called for the penetrator to be raised. At that instant it appeared that
the NVA had been monitoring the radio conversation and extremely heavy ground
fire began. The m entered the cockpit from the ridge directly ashead
and penetrated the center windshield. The hover was maintained as the pene-
trator was raised through the trees. Heavy fire struck the helicopter and
the No. 2 TR and associated equipment were lost. The CP attempted to return
fire and then monitored the controls as the penetrator broke the canopy and
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Surmary Report 1-3-65, 1.Jul 68

(C) 4t 0850z, 1 Jul 68, Jolly Greens 27 and 31 were scrambled from Da

Nang 4B, RVN, to intercept an F-105 which had received battle damage

and was heading for the Gulf of Tonkin, The F-105 pilot was unable to

reach the sea and ejected northwest of Dong Ha, North Vietnam., Misty

41 (an F-100 FAC) had established a visual reference of the location of

the F-105 pilot entering heavy forest. At 1045Z Misty 41 established

voice contact with the survivor who stated he was injured. Spads 11,

12, 13, and 14, and Covey 171 arrived on scene and commenced a vigual

search for the survivor with Misty 41 assisting. Although the survivort's
position hed not been pinpointed, Jolly Greem 27 was cleared for ingress
because of the nature of injuries to the F-105 pilot, Jolly Green 27 was
driven off by ground fire, Since he had disposed of external tanks it was
necessary to depart the rescue area with Jolly Green 31 escorting, Back-up
forces, Jolly Greens 29 and 22, were cleared for ingress at 1120Z, Jolly
Green 29 approached the location of the surviver but sustained battle damage
and was forced to withdraw temporarily. Jolly Green 29 made a secend attempt
to ingress the area but was again driven off by ground fire, Darkness had
approached therefore all SAR forces were withdrawn for the night. On 4 Jul
68 at 22152 Jolly Greens 24, 22 and 31 were launched for the rescue area.

At 00452 on 2 Jul €8, Jolly Green 2/ departed the scene for refueling, Jolly
Green 31 was cleared for an attempt at rescue at 00552 but received extensive
battle demage and was forced to withdraw to home plate. Spad 11 had received
battle damage, lost oil pressure and crashed with the canopy in place. Jolly
Greens 24, 22 and 31 were replaced by Jolly Greens 21 and 28 at approxinately
01452, SAR forces were withdrawn temporarily while other nissions were
performed in the area. At 07007 SAR forces (Jolly Greens 21 and 28), Spads
13 and 14, Sandy 3, 4, 5 and 6; and Covey 112) were reformed in the area of
the survivor. Jolly Green 21 penetrated to the survivor's position at 07302,
confirmed that help was essential, and lowered the rescue specialist, After
a difficult ground search the survivor was located, placed ahoard the forest
penetrator with the rescue specialist, and hoisting into the helicopter began.
As the penetrator departed the ground at 0745Z intense ground fire was
experienced with resultant battle damage to the helicopter., Upon the penetrator
¢learing the trees a successful egress was made. Survivor was Lt Col Jack
Medica Jr., 333rd Tac Ftr Wg. .

(10)






from the rescue aircraft by cable, rope or parachute to the
survivor whether on land or in the water. After bringing the
survivor aboard the rescue aircraft, it is his job to render
necessary medical attention to insure survival pending evacuation
to a hospital. The variety of possible contingencies in which
the PJ may be required to provide aid is virtually endless. And
yet, the record of performance by those young men in the SEA

war has proven their dedication and 'can-do' spirit hundreds

of times over. The following July 1968 account is only one of
dozens of examples of courageous action by the pararescuemen.

ScoTCH 03 s At first light on the second of two successive
days of effort, a rescue task force approached

LIVL G the scene of a F-105 pilot down in the jungle-
covered mountains just north of the DMZ. As
expected, the task force met a heavy concentra-
tion of ground fire. One helicopter was driven
away with battle damage and an A-l rescort air-
craft was shot down and its pilot killed. De-
scending into the valley between steep hills,
the JOLLY GREEN crew headed for the survivor's
smoke signal rising faintly through the dense
jungle canopy.

_v'-\:- ] k. 3

Not knowing precisely where the downed pilot
was lying, but aware that he could not move
because of a broken back, the PJ was lowered
o through the trees to search for the survivor
and assist him. Rough terrain impeded the PJ
as he scrambled through vines, jagged rocks,
and heavy undergrowth for ten minutes before
finding the survivor. Having secured the

n

- "THUD' pilot and himself to the rescue sling,
L the PJ gave the signal to hoist them aboard.
W Just as the cable began to ascend, threading
~ the two through the tall trees, enemy guns

opened up. Holding fire until this most
vulnerable moment is a familiar tactic of
the enemy and the main reason for mounting
guns on rescue helicopters. Miraculously,
although the JOLLY GREEN pilot was obliged
to hold the chopper motionless while the
survivors were hoisted through the trees,
none of the crew or the survivors was hit.
This despite the fact that 66 bullet holes
were found in the helicopter upon landing.
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A % Although the JOLLY GREEN crewmen were cheered

E[ o by the successful outcome of their mission,

& il

31







i

A1C Joel Talley receives the Air
Force Cross from Gen. Howell M.
Estes Jr. at Da Nang AB, South

Vietnam, in 1969.

A1C Joel E. Talley

On July 2, 1968, A1C Joel E. Talley, a
37th ARRS pararescueman, entered
the jungle at Dong Hoi, North Vietnam,
to rescue an injured F-105 pilot. The
pilot had landed in the midst of enemy
forces that had iImmadiately estab-
lished gun positions to ensnare rescue
helicopters. Three rescue attempts
were thwarted, and a supporting attack
aircraft was shot down. Finally,
chopper Jolly Green 21 was able to
penelrate the area and lowered Tallsy,
who had to conduct an extensive
search to locate the injured pilot. The
PJ detarmined the pilot had a broken
pelvis and decided he would have to
direct the helicopter to their location.
As soon @s he strapped the pilot on
the forest penetrator and gave the
radio signal to hoist away, enemy fire
erupted again. When Talley and the
pilot cleared the treetops, the chopper
departed the area with him and the
pilot dangling, then slowly brought
them aboard the aircraft.



A1C TALLEY SAVED
INJURED JET PILOT

AIC Joel E. Talley wears the Air
Force Cross because of his heroism in the
July 2, 1968, rescue of Lt. Col. Jack
Modica, an F-105 Thunderchief pilot.

Colonel Modica parachuted into a con-
centration of North Vietnamese troops
who surrounded him and set up gun
positions (o trap the 37th ARRSq HH-3F.
rescue helicopters. Four attempls were
driven off by ground fire.

Despite full knowledge of the well-laid
enemy ftrap in the dense North Viet-
namese jungle, a Jolly Green Giant rescue
crew volunteered to make yet another
attempt. .

As the chopper crossed the DMZ into
North Vietnam it was shaken by a
concussion from bursts of encmy anti-
aireraft artillery fire. The pilots con-

AR

tinued while establishing voice contact
with Colonel Modica, who said he could
not move because of his injuries,

The crew spotted smokc from the
pilot’s survival flare and located him in
a small U-shaped valley.

Airman Talley was lowered on the
forest penetrator hoist

“The underbrush was really thick and
it took about 10 minutes to locate the
pilot.” Airman Talley said. *“Once I
found him, I asked the chopper to come
in a little closer because of his injuries.

As Lieutenant Eagan maintained the
hover, Airman Talley carried the helpless
pilot to the hoist. The North Vietnamese
waited until the Jolly Green was most
vulnerable, the moment when the sur.
vivor and the pararescueman were being
raised to safety.

A fusillade of automatic weapons fire
erupted around the helicopter.

Holding their position until the pair on
the hoist were above the trees, the pilots
then moved out of the area. After land-
ing, the crew found 66 enemy bullet
holes in the aircraft.



















Rescuemen Snatch Pilot
From Enemy’s Grasp

By Sgt. Mark Fleisher

SAIGON — Lt Col Jack
Modica, Birmingham, Ala.. an
F-105  Thunderchief pilot shot
down during a sirike mission,
was rescued from  the dense
jungles of North Vietnam's pan-
handle  following a  23-hour
search and rescue effort. The
rescue involved more than 100
sorties of tactical fighters, heli-
copters, forward air controllers
{FACSY and conimand and con-
trol aireraft

The Thunderchief pilot was
shot down 17 miles northwest of
Duong Ha late in the afternoen
Just across  the  demilitarized
sone. Hegaining  consctousness
dfter bailing aut he established
vince contact with rescue forces
that had rushed to the scene.

Initial search and rescue ef-
forts were suspended at night.

fall because of the heavy ground
fire and darkness.

At first light the next morning
efforts to pick up the downed
pilot were resumed but again
were hampered by an ntense
barrage of enemy automatic
weapons fire,

Alr strikes were called in and
-2 Super Skymaster and F-100
CommandoSabre FACs directed
78 fire suppression sorties hy
Air Furce, Navy and Marine
Corps fighter-homber aircraft

In mid-afternoon, an HH-3IK
Jolly Green Giant rescue heli-
copler from the 37th Aerospace
Rescue and Becovery Squadron
at Da Nanp AB arrived on the
scene, ""When we got to the
point where the F-105 pilot was
hiding, we were met by four A\
Skyraiders and (wo FACs,”

{Continned On Rack Page)
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Rescuemen

{(Continued From Page 1)
sald Coast Guard LL. Lance
FEagan. Old Saybrook, Conn., an
exchange pilot attached to the
Air Force. “The first two A-ls
wenl in to pinpoint the location
and they marked the area with
snjoke,

“I maintained radio contact
with the Thunderchief pilot und
he was very calm as he tried o
dircet us inlo position for the
pickup. Then our flight engineer

+saw him in the undergrowth,"

i Eagan

Sgt, Herbert H. Henor, De-
troit, the flighl engineer, com-
mented, 'l could see the man in
the brush and guided Lieutenant
over the spot. There
wasn't any pround fire at the
time and we had to lower (he
pararescueman since  the
downed man was reported (o
have an injured back and would
need assistance to get into the
chopper,” i

The pararescueman, A1C Joel
Talley, Farmland, Ind., who
was lowered down the jungle
penetrator hoist, ‘said, "I found'
the man and got him strgpped
into ‘the hoist and we startéd_u
into the chopper when the ene-
my opened up ‘Witht automatic
weapons fire.”

p—
p

Save F-105 Pilot

Ha, T counted #0 hits in the
altcrafll so ] puess |he enemy
was intend on stopping us.™

For both Airman Talley and
the Jolly Green copilot, Maj.'
Robert ,~ F = BomY, Deekskill,
N.Y., it was their first rescuye
in Vietnam :

“1 thought 1 would worey
about what to do on my first
mission,’” said Talley. “Il was
kind of funny but | didn't have
time to think about what hap-
pened until we were back safely
at Dong Ha. It's a tremendous
feeling to help someone ™

Lieutenant 'Eagan continued,”
“We got the pararescueman
and the pilot into the Jolly
Green and then moved out. The
pilot was brought 1o Dong Ha
Hospital for observation and
then to the Naval Support Hospi-
tal at Da Nang. When we goL
down on the ground at Dong
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A1C Joel E, Talley, the fourth liv-
ing enlisted man to receive the Air
Forcels highest award for heroism,
rides| the forest penetrator from his
Jolly Green over a hostile site,

The Return of the Foot,

foot are: (From Laft to Right)
1ht

Gapt G.M, Hit ley Ca
Langham, Capt H.T,

JULY 1969

Two Jolly Green Giant Crewmen Given
Air Force Crosses for Vietnam Rescues

Iwo 3rd ARRGp Jolly Green Uiant-crew
men have recently been presented the
nation's second highest award for "ex-
traordinary heroism" for their agtions
during cembat rescue missions in Viet-
nam.,
A1C Joel E, Talley is the fourth 1li-
ving enlisted man to receive the Air
Force Cross; Maj Joe B.Green became the
tenth Rescue officer to receive the aw-
ard,

Only seven enlisted men have ever
received the Air Force Cross (including
three posthumous awards), and six of
the seven recipients were assigned to
the 3rd ARRGp.

Talley,a 21-year-old PJ,was assigned
to the 37th ARRSq, DalNang AB, where Gen
Howell M. Estes, Jr,, MAC commander,
presented his award.

The PJ was cited for his role in the
July 2,1968 rescue of F-105 pilot ItCol
Jack Modica following a 23-hour ordeal

Pictured erecting the
Lt R}V, Butchka,

Gapt K.T. Kelley, Capt C.D,
Grossberg, and Lt J.M

Loomis,

in North vietnam,

Modica had parachuted into a concen-
tration of Negth Vietnamese Army regu~
lars who imedi‘étely surrounded him and
set up gun positiods to trap the HH-3E
helicopters, Four rescue attempta were

SEE AIR FORCE CROSSES, P. 2

Maj Joe B, Green reviews procedures
in his HH-3E "Jolly Green Giant" heli-

copter, (Creen became the tenth ARRS
officer to be awarded the Air Force
Cross.
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‘Joel K. Talley for extraordinary herolsm
{as Reucue Specialistion an HH-3E helicop-
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pilot, who had a broken arm and leg. Sergeant Newman was later

awarded the Air Force Cross and the Cheney Award for 1968.

HQ ARRS moved from Orlando AFB, Florida, to Scott AFB, Illinois.

Airman First Class Joel E. Talley, a pararescueman engaged in
his first combat mission as a member of the 37th ARR Squadron,
distinguished himself during a dangerous rescue mission near
Dong Ha, Vietnam, A downed F-105 pilot was injured, and he was
quickly surrounded by enemy forces who established a "flak trap"
for the
rescue
forces.
Rescue
attempts on
1 July re-
sulted in
battle dam-

2 July an-
other H-3
was heavily

damaged and

forced to
withdraw,

d an P-105 General Howell M. Estes, Jr., presents the dir
R 1 Force Cross to Airman First Clasgs Joel E. Talley.
was shot

down by ground fire. Finally, an H-3 penetrated the enemy

defenses, and Airman Talley descended and found the injured
While Airman Talley and the survivor were being hoisted,
H-3,

craft immediately exited, dragging the two men on the hoist.

pilot.

enemy fire raked the leaving more than 40 hits. The air-
Both were successfully recovered, and Airman Talley was later

awarded the Air Force Cross.

Late at night, the 33d ARR Squadron was alerted that a Japanese
fishing vessel, the Yiya Yaru, was sinking in the East China Sea
with 12 crewmen aboard. An HU-16 was dispatched, and two para-
rescuemen and a survival kit were parachuted to the survivors.
The HU-16 alerted a surface ship, which picked up the sailors and

the pararescuemen.
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By John L. Frisbee, Contributing Editor

A Distinguished First

Al C Joel Talley was called on to put his pararescue training to the test on his first and most
difficult combat mission. - \

A disproportionately large number of extraordinarily heroic acts during the war in Southeast Asia

were performed by crews of the Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service, now the Air Rescue
Service. The most decorated members of those crews were the pararescue jumpers (PJs), the link
between a hovering helicopter and a survivor in the jungle or at sea [see Valor: i =45 Most
Decorated 1" March 1989 issue].

Of the 2,039 combat saves credited to the 3d ARR Group in Southeast Asia between 1966 and 1970,
more than a fourth (572) were in 1968. That was the year of Khe Sanh, the Tet offensive, another
enemy offensive in May, and the continued infiltration of 22,000 North Vietnamese Army (NVA)
troops per month during most of that year. To that combat environment A1C Joel Talley, fresh out of
PJ training, was introduced when he joined the 37th ARR Squadron at Da Nang in the summer of
1968. Talley didn't wait long to put his PJ training to use.

On the afternoon of July 1, 1968, Lt. Col. Jack Modica's F-105 was heavily damaged by ground fire
over North Vietnam. Modica bailed out northwest of Dong Hoi, some 50 miles north of the DMZ. in a
heavily forested area occupied by NVA regulars. An F-100 Misty FAC fixed Modica's general position
and made radio contact with the downed pilot, who was seriously injured. Four A-1 Spads were called
in to pinpoint the survivor's location. An HH-3 Jolly Green Giant helicopter was cleared for a rescue
attempt but was driven off by ground fire. Two backup Jolly Greens then approached the site but were
forced to withdraw. At nightfall, the search-and-rescue (SAR) force was recalled. It now was
imperative that Modica be reached as early as possible the next day.

The following morning, July 2, a SAR force returned to the rescue site. During the niéht, NVA troops
had moved in more antiaircraft guns. On the first attempt, one HH-3 suffered extensive battle damage
and was forced to leave. A supporting fighter was hit and crashed with the canopy in place. The
mission was suspended temporarily until more support was available.

Sgveral hours later, another SAR force was formed. Talley was the PJ on J olly Green 21, the low
helicopter that would be first into the rescue area. The crew of Jolly Green 21 knew this would be a
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rough one, into the jaws of a well-established flak trap. Talley later recalled that before this first
combat mission he had worried about measuring up to the standards set by such celebtated PJs as £/
Pitsenbarger and Duane Hackney. Now that the time had come, he was too busy to think about it.

Jolly Green 21 penetrated to Modica's position, saw his smoke, and made radio contact. Modica was
unable to help himself. The HH-3 commander spotted a small opening in the jungle near Modica's
smoke, and Talley was lowered on the forest penetrator. Once on the ground, blinded by the dense
undergrowth and deafened by the HH-3s down-wash and by friendly and enemy fire, TaIIey could not
determine where to search for the injured pilot. Looking up, he saw the fli ght en gmeer point in the
direction of Modica's smoke. Although Talley was only a few yards from the survivor, it took more
than 15 minutes to find the man, whose pelvis was broken, and determine that he must be moved as
little as possible but quickly, before enemy soldiers zeroed in on the smoke.

Talley directed the pilot closer, secured Modica and himself to the penetrator, and radioed the crew to
haul them up. As they reached the tops of the trees, intense enemy gunfire erupted, scoring more than
40 hits on the rescue bird. Before the two were aboard, the HH-3 broke away, "taking the tops of the
trees with us," but the injured man was safe. Talley had done his job with professional .competence.
That save was the start of a lasting friendship between Modica and Talley.

Talley participated in many more rescues before the end of his tour in Southeast Asia, but none more
dicey than his first, for which he was awarded the Air Force Cross, the fifth PJ to earn that distinction.
In the years since Vietnam, Talley lived up to his early promise. He later became a chief master
se,rgeant and senior enlisted advisor in the Azores.

A
Pubhshed November 1990. Fm‘ presentation on this web site, some Valor articles have been amended
for accuracy.
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