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LAOS ANALYST LEAD SHEET 

VIETNAM CASE: 1206  

RANK & NAME(s) 
POSITION 

STATUS: INVESTIGATE 

PROVINCE: SALAVAN 

DISTRICT: TA-OY 
(POSSIBLY) SAMOUAY 

SSGT HOLDEN, ELMER L. 
-01 FLIGHT ENGINEER VEHICLE/#: HH-3E/67-14710 
SGT LOCKER, JAMES D. 
-02 PARARESCUEMAN 	CALL SIGN: JOLLY GREEN 23 
CAPT YEEND, RICHARD C. 
-03 CO-PILOT 	 DATE/TIME: 9 JUN 68/11270 
LTJG RITTICHIER, JACK C. 
-04 PILOT 	(SAR LOG)(UTM/(GEO): 48Q YD 24 03 

(161756N 1070548E) 

UNIT: USAF, 37 AEROSPACE RESCUE 
AND RECOVERY SQUADRON, 
DANANG AB, RVN; LTJG RITTICHIER, 
U.S. COAST GUARD, ASSIGNED TO THE 
37TH ARRS ON AN EXCHANGE PROGRAM. 

MAPS: SERIES L7014, 6441-IV, 1:50,000, EDITION 3-TPC, A LOUI 
SERIES L1501, NE 48-16, 1:250,000, EDITION 6, HUE 
SOVIET SERIES E-48-143 

J223 ANALYST: MR. BILL FORSYTH 

ORDNANCE ONBOARD: UNKNOWN, NORMALLY WOULD HAVE BEEN ARMED WITH 2 X 7.62MM 
MINI-GUNS. 

AIRCRAFT IDENTIFICATION FEATURES: SIKORSKY "JOLLY GREEN GIANT"; FUSELAGE 
LENGTH 16.69M (54.75 FT) X CABIN WIDTH 1.98M (6.5 FT); 2 X G.E. T58-GE-5 
ENGINES #285227 AND 285228; FIVE-BLADE MAIN ROTOR 18.9M (62 FT) DIAMETER, 
FIVE-BLADE TAIL ROTOR 3.15M (10.33 FT) DIAMETER. 

OTHER IDENTIFICATION FEATURES: NONE. 

BASIC CIRCUMSTANCES: 

- ON 9 JUNE 1968, THE HH-3E WITH A CREW OF FOUR WAS ATTEMPTING TO RESCUE A 
DOWND MARINE AVIATOR NEAR THE LAO/VIETNAM BORDER WHEN IT WAS HIT BY GROUND 
FIRE. THE AIRCRAFT ATTEMPTED TO LAND IN A CLEARING, BUT EXPLODED WHEN IT 
TOUCi4ED DOWN, THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE OF SURVIVORS. 

DOCUMENTATION COMMENTS: 

- LTJG RITTICHIER WAS THE FIRST USCG KILLED IN ACTION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND 
IS THE ONLY USCG SERVICEMEMBER UNACCOUNTED FOR IN THE WAR. 

- THERE IS NO AF FORM 484 FOR THE INCIDENT, THE CREW WAS DECLARED DEAD 
THREE DAYS AFTER THE INCIDENT AND A 484 WAS ONLY REQUIRED FOR MIA CREWS. 

(UPDATED 28 JULY 1998) 



- 1206 CONTINUED 

- JOINT TEAMS HAVE EXTENSIVELY INVESTIGATED THIS CASE AND PCIT CASE 1205 IN 
THE SRV IN THE AREA OF THE RECORD LOCATION WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. AN  ENTRY 
IN THE SEARCH AND RESCUE LOG INDICATES THE HELICOPTER WAS SHOT DOWN 260 
DEGREES, 35 NAUTICAL MILES, FROM TACAN CHANNEL 69 AT HUE-PHU BAI, WHICH 
PLOTS TO YD 24 03, WHICH IS IN LAOS, ACROSS HE BORDER FROM THE RECORD 
LOCATION. ANOTHER ENTRY IN THE SAR LOG FOR THE LOCATION OF THE INDIVIDUAL 
(CASE 1205) THE HELICOPTER WAS ATTEMPTING TO RESCUE ALSO PLOTS TO THIS SAME 
AREA IN LAOS. (REF: 3RD AEROSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY GROUP SEARCH AND 
RESCUE LOG, 9 JUNE 1968, ENTRY 0427Z) 

- THE GROUP 559 DOCUMENT HAS FIVE ENTRIES FOR THE UNIT WHICH APPEARS TO 
HAVE SHOT DOWN THE CASE 1205 AIRCRAFT. AN  ENTRY (BOGUS CLAIM) FOR THE 
COMPANY ON THE DAY PRIOR TO THE 1205/1206 INCIDENT DATE HAS THE NOTATION 
"STOPPED TO FIGHT ENROUTE TO SOUTH VIETNAM". 	THE NEXT ENTRY AFTER THE 
1205/1206 INCIDENT IS 19 DAYS LATER AND CORRELATES WELL WITH THE CASE 1218 
SHOT DOWN, .WHICH OCCURRED IN LAOS. BASED ON THIS INFORMATION, THERE IS A 
POSSIBILITY BOTH THE 1205 AND 1206 INCIDENTS TOOK PLACE IN LAOS RATHER THAN 
VIETNAM. 

- THERE HAS BEEN DOG TAG AND REMAINS REPORTING ON LTJG RITTICHIER. 

PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS: 

- FROM 9 TO 21 MAY 1994, DURING THE 29TH JFA IN THE SRV, 1E2 INVESTIGATED 
CASf 1206 IN HUE CITY, A-LUOI DISTRICT, AND HUONG HOA DISTRICT, THUA THIEN-
HUE,AND QUANG TRI PROVINCES. THE TEAM INTERVIEWED TWO WITNESSES IDENTIFIED 
IN REFUGEE REPORTS AS HAVING POSSESSION OF REMAINS AND AN IDENTIFICATION 
TAG I ASSOCIATED WITH THE CASE. BOTH WITNESSES DENIED HAVING REMAINS, BUT 
IDENTIFIED TWO RESIDENTS OF PHU OC HAMLET, PHONG AN VILLAGE, PHUONG DINH 
DISTRICT, WHO ALLEGEDLY RECOVERED REMAINS FROM A CRASH SITE IN A-LUOI 
DISTRICT. THE TEAM INTERVIEWED ONE OF THOSE RESIDENTS WHO DENIED 
REC VERING ANY REMAINS FROM THE CRASH SITE. HE SAID HE SCAVENGED A CRASH 
SIT AND RECOVERED A DOG TAG FROM THE SITE IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE. THE 

i WIT ESS REFUSED TO LEAD THE TEAM TO THE CRASH SITE, SAYING HE COULD NOT 
REM4MBER THE WAY. THE TEAM QUESTIONED LOCAL RESIDENTS IN THE AREA OF THE 
CRASH SITE INDICATED BY THE WITNESS, WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. THE TEAM 
SEMCHED A 500 X 500 METER AREA AT THE RECORD LOCATION WITH NEGATIVE 
RESaLTS. (REF: CDR JTF-FA DET ONE BANGKOK TH 280147Z MAY 94; SUBJ: 
DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF CASE 1206) 

- ON 27 JUNE 1994, DURING THE 30TH JFA IN THE SRV, 1E2 REINVESTIGATED CASE 
1206 IN A-LUOI DISTRICT. THE TEAM REINTERVIEWED THE WITNESS, BUT HE STILL 
COUI1D NOT RECALL THE LOCATION OF THE CRASH SITE. (REF: CDR JTF - FA HONOLULU 

1 HI 81743Z JUL 94; SUBJ: DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF CASE 1206) 

- ON 3 JULY 1995, DURING THE 36TH JFA IN THE SRV, A JOINT TEAM INVESTIGATED 
CASE 1206 ALONG ROUTE 14B IN A LUOI DISTRICT. THE TEAM CANVASSED RESIDENTS 
FRan MARKER 14 TO MARKER 34 WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. (REF: CDR JTF - FA 
HONdLULU HI 031718Z AUG 95; SUBJ: DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF CASE 
1206) 



- 1206 CONTINUED 

REMAINS: 

- CILHI 0229-89: THESE REMAINS WERE TURNED OVER BY A LAO REFUGEE (T89-295) 
WHO CLAIMED THEY (AND ANOTHER REMAINS T/0) CAME FROM LAOS, BUT COULD 
PROVIDE NO FURTHER INFORMATION. THE SOURCE PROVIDED DOG TAG TYPE 
INFORMATION FOR LTJG RITTICHIER (AND ONE OTHER INDIVIDUAL WHO IS NOT 
UNACCOUNTED FOR OR KIA). THE REMAINS CONSISTED OF ONE MACERATED HUMAN 
CRANIAL FRAGMENT. IT COULD BE FROM AN ADULT, BUT NOTHING ELSE COULD BE 
DETERMINED. 

POTENTIAL WITNESSES: 

- NONE 

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS: 

- IN TA-OY AND POSSIBLY SAMOUAY DISTRICT, SALAVAN PROVINCE, INVESTIGATE THE 
CASE 1206 SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) LOG LOCATION (48Q YD 24 03). INVESTIGATE 
AT ANY VILLAGES IN THE AREA. A GROUND SEARCH IS NOT REQUIRED. 

J223 RECOMMENDATIONS: 

- SURVEY ANY CRASH SITES KNOWN TO VILLAGERS THAT HAVE NOT BEEN PREVIOUSLY 
VISITED BY JOINT TEAMS, UNLESS THEY CAN UNQUESTIONABLY BE 'CORRELATED TO A 
KNOWN OPERATIONAL LOSS. 

COMMENTS: 

- LAOS GROUND LOSSES 0598, 0608, 0763, 1191, ALONG WITH SRV GROUND LOSS 
CASES 1445 AND 1447, ALSO TOOK PLACE IN THIS AREA, BE ON THE LOOK OUT FOR 
INFORMATION TO THESE INCIDENTS. 
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SEARCH RESULTS;SEALOSS search of 
	

7 kms 
around 480YD230030 

07/28/98 

Mission Vehicle Vehicle 

Date Service Type Number Ctry UTM 

69/07/14 USA AH1G 6815075 VS 480 YC155957 

700310 WRECKAGE FUSELAGE? 480 YC215955 

OLD?? 
AIRCRAFT P RUWAI LA 48P YC220984 

6'9/05/13 USA OH6A 6716281 VS 480 Y2280958 

69/05/13 690513 LOH BANSHEE 12 480 YC237953 

67/05/10 ARMY H34 480 Y2230980 
67/12/22 USVO F4 480 YD150010 

68/12/18 A6 MILESTONE 49:0 YD157019 
405 

63/12/13 A6 MILESTONE 480 Y 7' 1 5709 

405 
.69/0/23 GRND VS 480 YD159039 

7C/I0/ 1 0 USA AH 1 G 6•15161 Vc-1 4-80 YD152052 

71/1?/7 USA nHA:a 6807891 VS 480 '/- 154067 

70/0'7/19 6815154 VS 4.1V: viD54086 

9F/0 1 /26 INVF97 B •OUTAI LAO SL 480 YD165027 

INVEST B KOUTAI LAO SL 480 Y2165027 

35/01/28 INVEST B KOUTAI LAO SL 480 YD165027 

95/01/28 INVEST KOUTAI LAO SL 480 YD165027 

67/07/12 GRND LA 480 YD177031 

95/03/1E SEARCH RECORD SL 480 Y1)177071 

LOCATION 
67/02/21 GRND LA 480 YD188011 

95/07/15 95-4L SEARCH RECORD SL 480 YD181024 

LOCATION 

95/03/15 95-4L LZ LZ USED BY SL 480 YD181024 

TEAM 
67/03/06 GRND LA 430 YD180036 

95/05/0:? 95-4; SEARCH RECORD SL 480 YD180036 

LOCATION 

000000 K84 0323 GRAVE SECOND HAND VS 420 YD200000 
68/05/01 USA OH6A 6607810 VS 480 YD233082 

62/05/0 UH6A 7910 VS 430 YD233032 

95/03/14 Li! LZ USED BY FL 4S0 YD247021 

TEAM 
68/05/23 GRND IA 48C YD258028 

95/03/14 95-4L SEARCH RECORD SL 480 Y0258028 

LOCATION 
71/0::1(:; 17765 VS 480 YD257076 

773000 MR 7 :3141 GRAVE 9 IRSTHAND VS 430 Y2257.09:'; 

770000 GRAVE FIRSTHAND VS 4 37.i 	Yr"..25309 

7700 :122014: GRAVE FIRSTHAND VS 430 YD25Z090 

770000 FIRSTHAND VS 430 YD257090 

1,7P:1 7.',:“. 6414206 VS 480 YD255095 

62/04/19 CH54 14205 VS 480 YD255095 
68/04/5 GRND 1 VE 480 YD7 55077 
63/06/09 A4E 151080 VS 480 YD269056 
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07/28/98 

, 	Mission 
Refno 	Date 

SEARCH RESULTS;SEALOSS search of 7 kms 
around 480YD230030 

Vehicle 	Vehicle 
Service 	Type 	Number 	Ctry 	UTM 

OPERA 70/01/12 USA 
OPERA 68/04/25 USA 
OPERA 67/06/25 USA 
OPERA 68/04/19 USA 
1205-0 68/06/09 
OPERA 70/12/16 USA 
OPERA 68/04/23 USA 
1750-0 71/05/28 
1135-0 68/04/19 
1135-1 68/04/19 
OPERA 68/04/23 USA 
NAVY 	68/07/14 	USAF 

OH6A 
CH47 
CH47 
UH1H 
A4E 
OH6A 
UH1H 
OH6A 
CH47A 
CH47A 
UH1H 
F100C 

6716365 
6413152 
6413153 
6616799 
151080 
6716594 
6616555 
16670 
19063 
19063 
6616567 
542004 

VS 
VS 
VS 
VS 
VS 
VS 
VS 
VS 
VS 
VS 
VS 
VS 

480 YD261068 
480 YD261087 
480 YD261087 
480 YD261087 
480 YD273053 
480 YD279087 
480 YD279087 
480 YD284087 
480 YD291087 
480 YD292086 
480 YD296087 
480 YD296087 



LAOS ANALYST LEAD SHEET 

VIETNAM CASE: 1206  

RANK & NAME(s): 
POSITION: 

STATUS: INVESTIGATE 

PROVINCE: SALAVAN 

DISTRICT: TA-OY 
(POSSIBLY) SAMOUAY 

SSGT HOLDEN, ELMER L. 
-01 FLIGHT ENGINEER 	VEHICLE/#: HH-3E/67-14710 
SGT LOCKER, JAMES D. 
-02 PARARESCUEMAN 	CALL SIGN: JOLLY GREEN 23 
CAPT YEEND, RICHARD C. 
-03 CO-PILOT 	 DATE/TIME: 9 JUN 68/1127G 
LTJG RITTICHIER, JACK C. 
-04 PILOT 	(SAR LOG)(UTM/(GEO): 48Q YD 24 03 

(161756N 1070548E) 
(USSOCOM POINT 1): 48Q YD 22275 03476 

(161818N 1070435E) 
(POINT 2): 48Q YD 23464 03274 

(161811N 1070515E) 

UNIT: USAF, 37 AEROSPACE RESCUE 
AND RECOVERY SQUADRON, 
DANANG AB, RVN; LTJG RITTICHIER, 
U.S. COAST GUARD, ASSIGNED TO THE 
37TH ARRS ON AN EXCHANGE PROGRAM. 

MAPS: SERIES L7014, 6441-IV, 1:50,000, EDITION 3-TPC, A LOUI 
SERIES L1501, NE 48-16, 1:250,000, EDITION 6, HUE 
SOVIET SERIES E-48-143 

J223 ANALYST: MR. BILL FORSYTH 

ORDNANCE ONBOARD: UNKNOWN, NORMALLY WOULD HAVE BEEN ARMED WITH 2 X 7.62MM 
MINI-GUNS. 

AIRCRAFT IDENTIFICATION FEATURES: SIKORSKY "JOLLY GREEN GIANT"; FUSELAGE 
LENGTH 16.69M (54.75 FT) X CABIN WIDTH 1.98M (6.5 FT); 2 X G.E. T58-GE-5 
ENGINES #285227 AND 285228; FIVE-BLADE MAIN ROTOR 18.9M (62 FT) DIAMETER, 
FIVE-BLADE TAIL ROTOR 3.15M (10.33 FT) DIAMETER. 

OTHER IDENTIFICATION FEATURES: NONE. 

BASIC CIRCUMSTANCES: 

- ON 9 JUNE 1968, THE HH-3E WITH A CREW OF FOUR WAS ATTEMPTING TO RESCUE A 
DOWNED MARINE AVIATOR NEAR THE LAO/VIETNAM BORDER WHEN IT WAS HIT BY GROUND 
FIRE. THE AIRCRAFT ATTEMPTED TO LAND IN A CLEARING, BUT EXPLODED WHEN IT 
TOUCHED DOWN, THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE OF SURVIVORS. 

DOCVMENTATION COMMENTS: 

- LTJG RITTICHIER WAS THE FIRST USCG KILLED IN ACTION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND 
IS THE ONLY USCG SERVICEMEMBER UNACCOUNTED FOR IN THE WAR. 

(UPDATED 18 DECEMBER 1998) 



- 1206 CONTINUED 

- THERE IS NO AF FORM 484 FOR THE INCIDENT, THE CREW WAS DECLARED DEAD 
THREE DAYS AFTER THE INCIDENT AND A 484 WAS ONLY REQUIRED FOR MIA CREWS. 

- JOINT TEAMS HAVE EXTENSIVELY INVESTIGATED THIS CASE AND PCIT CASE 1205 IN 
THE SRV IN THE AREA OF THE RECORD LOCATION WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. AN  ENTRY 
IN THE SEARCH AND RESCUE LOG INDICATES THE HELICOPTER WAS SHOT DOWN 260 
DEGREES, 35 NAUTICAL MILES, FROM TACAN CHANNEL 69 AT HUE-PHU BAI, WHICH 
PLOTS TO YD 24 03, WHICH IS IN LAOS, ACROSS HE BORDER FROM THE RECORD 
LOCATION. ANOTHER ENTRY IN THE SAR LOG FOR THE LOCATION OF THE INDIVIDUAL 
(CASE 1205) THE HELICOPTER WAS ATTEMPTING TO RESCUE ALSO PLOTS TO THIS SAME 
AREA IN LAOS. (REF: 3RD AEROSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY GROUP SEARCH AND 
RESCUE LOG, 9 JUNE 1968, ENTRY 0427Z) 

- THE GROUP 559 DOCUMENT HAS FIVE ENTRIES FOR THE UNIT WHICH APPEARS TO 
HAVE SHOT DOWN THE CASE 1205 AIRCRAFT. AN  ENTRY (BOGUS CLAIM) FOR THE 
COMPANY ON THE DAY PRIOR TO THE 1205/1206 INCIDENT DATE HAS THE NOTATION 
"ST PPED TO FIGHT ENROUTE TO SOUTH VIETNAM". 	THE NEXT ENTRY AFTER THE 
120/12O6 INCIDENT IS 19 DAYS LATER AND CORRELATES WELL WITH THE CASE 1218 
SHO DOWN, WHICH OCCURRED IN LAOS. BASED ON THIS INFORMATION, THERE IS A 
POSSIBILITY BOTH THE 1205 AND 1206 INCIDENTS TOOK PLACE IN LAOS RATHER THAN 
VIETNAM. 

- THERE HAS BEEN DOG TAG AND REMAINS REPORTING ON LTJG RITTICHIER. 

PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS: 

- FROM 9 TO 21 MAY 1994, DURING THE 29TH JFA IN THE SRV, 1E2 INVESTIGATED 
CAS 1206 IN HUE CITY, A-LUOI DISTRICT, AND HUONG HOA DISTRICT, THUA THIEN-
HUE;AND QUANG TRI PROVINCES. THE TEAM INTERVIEWED TWO WITNESSES IDENTIFIED 
IN tZEFUGEE REPORTS AS HAVING POSSESSION OF REMAINS AND AN IDENTIFICATION 
TAG ASSOCIATED WITH THE CASE. BOTH WITNESSES DENIED HAVING REMAINS, BUT 
IDENTIFIED TWO RESIDENTS OF PHU OC HAMLET, PRONG AN VILLAGE, PHUONG DINH 
DISTRICT, WHO ALLEGEDLY RECOVERED REMAINS FROM A CRASH SITE IN A-LUOI 
DISTRICT. THE TEAM INTERVIEWED ONE OF THOSE RESIDENTS WHO DENIED 
REC(!)VERING ANY REMAINS FROM THE CRASH SITE. HE SAID HE SCAVENGED A CRASH 
SITE D RECOVERED A DOG TAG FROM THE SITE IN QUANG TRI PROVINCE. THE / AN 
WIT ESS REFUSED TO LEAD THE TEAM TO THE CRASH SITE, SAYING HE COULD NOT 
REM MBER THE WAY. THE TEAM QUESTIONED LOCAL RESIDENTS IN THE AREA OF THE 
CRA H SITE INDICATED BY THE WITNESS, WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. THE TEAM 
SEAtCHED A 500 X 500 METER AREA AT THE RECORD LOCATION WITH NEGATIVE 
RESOLTS. (REF: CDR JTF-FA DET ONE BANGKOK TH 280147Z MAY 94; SUBJ: 
DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF CASE 1206) 

- OIF 27 JUNE 1994, DURING THE 30TH JFA IN THE SRV, 1E2 REINVESTIGATED CASE 

i 

120 IN A-LUOI DISTRICT. THE TEAM REINTERVIEWED THE WITNESS, BUT HE STILL 
COU D NOT RECALL THE LOCATION OF THE CRASH SITE. (REF: CDR JTF - FA HONOLULU 
HI 81743Z JUL 94; SUBJ: DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF CASE 1206) 

- 0 3 JULY 1995, DURING THE 36TH JFA IN THE SRV, A JOINT TEAM INVESTIGATED 
CAS 1206 ALONG ROUTE 14B IN A LUOI DISTRICT. THE TEAM CANVASSED RESIDENTS 
FROM MARKER 14 TO MARKER 34 WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. (REF: CDR JTF - FA 
HONOLULU HI 031718Z AUG 95; SUBJ: DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF CASE 
1206) 



• - 1206 CONTINUED 

- IN SEPTEMBER 1998, THE U.S. SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND AT HURLBURT 
• FIELD, FLORIDA, PRODUCED A FLIGHT SIMULATION BASED ON THE EVENTS SURROUND 

CASE 1205 AND 1206. THREE WITNESS OF THE 1205 AND 1206 INCIDENTS WERE FLOW 
IN THE SIMULATOR AND PROVIDED THE THREE POSSIBLE COORDINATES OF THE LOSS 

' LOCATION (YD 22275 03476; YD 23464 03274; YD 23132 00904). (REF: MEMO FROM 
USSOCOM) 

- ON 15 THROUGH 18, 22, AND 23 OCTOBER 1998, DURING JFA 99-1L, THE 
INVESTIGATION ELEMENT (IE) CONDUCTED AN INVESTIGATION OF PRIORITY CASE 1205 
IN AMOUAY DISTRICT, SALAVAN PROVINCE, LPDR. THE IE INVESTIGATED AT ONE 
VILLAGE, INTERVIEWED THREE WITNESSES, AND SURVEYED ONE CRASH SITE 
IDENTIFIED BY THE VILLAGERS WHICH DID NOT CORRELATE TO CASE 1205. THE TEAM 
ALSO FOUND EVIDENCE OF A POSSIBLE GROUND LOSS NEAR THE CRASH SITE WHICH 
DOES NOT CORRELATE TO CASE 1205. ON 17 OCTOBER 1998, THE IE SEARCHED AN 
AREA IDENTIFIED BY A U.S. WITNESS (YD 232 009), BUT DID NOT FIND ANY 
EVIOENCE OF A CRASH SITE OR BURIAL SITE. THE TEAM POSTPONED THE REMAINDER 
OF THE INVESTIGATION UNTIL A FUTURE JFA. DUE TO THE RUGGED TERRAIN IN THE 
AREA AND ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS, TWO OF THE THREE SUSPECTED CRASH SITE 
LOCATIONS RECENTLY IDENTIFIED BY U.S. WITNESSES AND THE SEARCH AND RESCUE 
LOG LOCATION COULD NOT BE SEARCHED ON THIS JFA. (REF: CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU 
HI 241712Z NOV 98; SUBJ: DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF PRIORITY 
VIETNAM CASE 1205) 

REMAINS: 

- CILHI 0229-89: THESE REMAINS WERE TURNED OVER BY A LAO REFUGEE (T89-295) 
WHO CLAIMED THEY (AND ANOTHER REMAINS T/0) CAME FROM LAOS, BUT COULD 
PROVIDE NO FURTHER INFORMATION. THE SOURCE PROVIDED DOG TAG TYPE 
INFORMATION FOR LTJG RITTICHIER (AND ONE OTHER INDIVIDUAL WHO IS NOT 
UNACCOUNTED FOR OR KIA). THE REMAINS CONSISTED OF ONE MACERATED HUMAN 
CRANIAL FRAGMENT. IT COULD BE FROM AN ADULT, BUT NOTHING ELSE COULD BE 
DETERMINED. 

POTENTIAL WITNESSES: 

- NONE 

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS: 

- CONDUCT GROUND SEARCHES OF THE AREAS (YD 22275 03476 AND YD 23464 03274) 
IDENTIFIED BY U.S. WITNESSES DURING COMPUTER GENERATED FLIGHT SIMULATIONS 
CONDUCTED BY THE U.S. SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND AT HURLBURT FIELD, 
FLORIDA, IN SEPTEMBER 1998. 

- IN TA-OY AND POSSIBLY SAMOUAY DISTRICT, SALAVAN PROVINCE, INVESTIGATE THE 
CASE 1206 SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) LOG LOCATION (48Q YD 24 03). INVESTIGATE 
AT ANY VILLAGES IN THE AREA. A GROUND SEARCH IS NOT REQUIRED. 

J223 RECOMMENDATIONS: 

- SURVEY ANY CRASH SITES KNOWN TO VILLAGERS THAT HAVE NOT BEEN PREVIOUSLY 
VISITED BY JOINT TEAMS, UNLESS THEY CAN UNQUESTIONABLY BE CORRELATED TO A 
KNOWN OPERATIONAL LOSS. 



- 1206 CONTINUED 

COMMENTS: 

- LAOS GROUND LOSSES 0598, 0608, 0763, 1191, ALONG WITH SRV GROUND LOSS 
CASES 1445 AND 1447, ALSO TOOK PLACE IN THIS AREA, BE ON THE LOOK OUT FOR 
INFORMATION TO THESE INCIDENTS. 
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MR. KONGSAVAN LATSAVONG 	 TA-OY DISTRICT OFFICIAL 

C. ON 11 MAY 2002, WHILE INVESTIGATING A SCHEDULED CASE (REF A), THE IE 
FLEW TO BAN TAHLO-NUA (TALO1HNYA) (48Q YC 102 922), TA-OY DISTRICT, AND 
INTERVIEWED FIVE INDIVIDUALS WHO PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

(1) WITNESS ONE: 
(A) NAME: PATEU (PHZ01THY) (NO LAST NAME, NLN). 
(B) AGE: 50 YEARS OF AGE (YOA). 
(C) CURRENT RESIDENCE AND LENGTH OF TIME THERE: BAN TAHLO-NUA 

(TAL01-HNYA); LIFELONG RESIDENT, EXCEPT FOR MILITARY SERVICE IN VIETNAM. 
(D) CURRENT OCCUPATION: FARMER. 
(E) RESIDENCE AT TIME OF INCIDENT: BAN TAHLO-NUA. 
(F) OCCUPATION AT TIME OF INCIDENT: VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST 

SOLDIER; SERVED AS A THUA THIEN HUE PROVINCE SOLDIER FROM 1973 UNTIL 1978. 
(2) WITNESS TWO: 

(A) NAME: ARM OHA (NULLAMH MUA) (NLN). 
(B) AGE: 50+ YOA. 
(C) CURRENT RESIDENCE AND LENGTH OF TIME THERE: BAN TAILO-NUA 

(TALO1HNYA); LIFELONG RESIDENCE. 
(D) CURRENT OCCUPATION: FARMER. 
(E) RESIDENCE AT TIME OF INCIDENT: BAN TAHLO-NUA. 
(F) OCCUPATION AT TIME OF INCIDENT: FARMER. 

(3) WITNESS THREE: 
(A) NAME: ARM MAEN (NULLAMH MEEN) (NLN). 
(B) AGE: 50+ YOA. 
(C) CURRENT RESIDENCE AND LENGTH OF TIME THERE: BAN TAHLO-NUA 

(TAL01 HNYA); LIFELONG RESIDENT, EXCEPT FOR POLICE SERVICE IN VIETNAM. 
(D) CURRENT OCCUPATION: FARMER. 
(E) RESIDENCE AT TIME OF INCIDENT: BAN TAHLO-NUA. 
(F) OCCUPATION AT TIME OF INCIDENT: VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST POLICE; 

SERVED AS A VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST POLICE OFFICER FROM 1965 UNTIL 1978. 
(4) WITNESS FOUR: 

(A) NAME: ARM HOUI (NULLAMH HOOJ) (NLN). 
(B) AGE: 55 YOA. 
(C) CURRENT RESIDENCE AND LENGTH OF TIME THERE: BAN TAHLO-NUA 

(TAL01 HNYA); LIFELONG RESIDENCE. 
(D) CURRENT OCCUPATION: FARMER. 
(E) RESIDENCE AT TIME OF INCIDENT: BAN TAHLO-NUA. 
(F) OCCUPATION AT TIME OF INCIDENT: FARMER. 

(5) WITNESS FIVE: 
(A) NAME: ARM NGEUAT (NULLAMH NGEUT) (NLN). 
(B) AGE: 50 YOA. 
(C) CURRENT RESIDENCE AND LENGTH OF TIME THERE: BAN TAHLO-NUA 

(TAL01 HNYA); LIFELONG RESIDENT, EXCEPT FOR MILITARY SERVICE IN VIETNAM. 
(D) CURRENT OCCUPATION: FARMER. 
(E) RESIDENCE AT TIME OF INCIDENT: BAN TAHLO-NUA. 
(F) OCCUPATION AT TIME OF INCIDENT: VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST 

SOLDIER; SERVED AS A VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST SOLDIER FROM 1960 UNTIL 1970. 
(6) COMBINED STATEMENT: THE WITNESSES HUNT AND FORAGE UP TO TWO DAYS 

WALK FROM THE VILLAGE, MAINLY IN THE MOUNTAINS TO THE SOUTH, AND HAD 
KNOWLEDGE OF TWO CRASH SITES. 

(A) THE FIRST CRASH SITE WAS AN AIRCRAFT LOCATED ONE DAYS WALK 
SOUTHEAST NEAR BAN KABOUI (KAWBOOJ, YC 136 921). WITNESS FIVE SAW THE 
AIRCRAFT TRAVELING FROM THE NORTHWEST TO THE SOUTHEAST AND IT APPEARED TO BE 
SMOKING. WITNESS FIVE LATER WENT TO THE SITE AND DESCRIBED THE AIRCRAFT AS A 
HELICOPTER WITH EIGHT BLADES. HE NEVER SAW LIFE SUPPORT MATERIAL OR ANYTHING 
THAT WOULD INDICATE SOMEONE WAS LEFT IN THE AIRCRAFT. HE BELIEVED THE 



KILOMETERS SOUTH OF BAN KABOUI. A SECOND ENTRY (0425Z) REPORTED THE KNIFE 34 
HELICOPTER WAS DOWN 211 DEGREES/60 NAUTICAL MILES/FROM CHANNEL (TACTICAL AIR 
NAVIGATION/TACAN) 103 (QUANG TRI), WHICH PLOTS TO 48P XC 75 60, 50 KILOMETERS 
SOUTHWEST OF BAN KABOUI. THE KNIFE 34 HELICOPTER REPORTEDLY CRASHED AFTER 
ITS TAIL ROTOR HIT A TREE (0417Z). THE CASE 1206 HH-3E HELICOPTER CRASHED ON 
9 JUNE 1968, WHILE ATTEMPTING TO RESCUE A CREWMEMBER OF AN A-4E AIRCRAFT 
(VIETNAM CASE 1205). THE DATE OF THE INCIDENT AND TYPE OF AIRCRAFT PROVIDED 
BY THE WITNESS ON THE 54TH JFA (98-4L, REF B) CORRELATES TO THE CASE 1206 
INCIDENT, WHILE THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS OF THE KNIFE 34 HELICOPTER DO NOT 
CORRELATE TO HIS DESCRIPTION OF THE INCIDENT; HOWEVER, BAN KABOUI IS LOCATED 
15 KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF THE SEARCH AND RESCUE LOG LOCATION FOR CASE 1206 
WHICH LIMITS, BUT DOES NOT EXCLUDE, A POSSIBLE CORRELATION OF THE BAN KABOUI 
HELICOPTER CRASH SITE TO CASE 1206. 
7. TEAM LEADER COMMENTS. 

A. CONCUR WITH ANALYST COMMENTS IN PARAGRAPH 6. 
B. HOST GOVERNMENT COOPERATION/SUPPORT: EXCELLENT AT ALL LEVELS. ALL 

OFFICIALS WERE VERY SUPPORTIVE IN EFFORTS TO ENSURE COOPERATION FROM ALL 
LOCAL VILLAGES. 
8. DETACHMENT COMMANDER'S COMMENTS. CONCUR WITH ANALYST COMMENTS IN 
PARAGRAPH 6 AND TEAM LEADER COMMENTS IN PARAGRAPH 7.// 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
37TH AEROSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY SQUADRON (MAC) 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96337 	 1 

't  0  
2 • 	 • 	 • 

(1-3-63, 9 June 68) (U)S.:1-717-Clit"::JH N'ekSIFICA.TION 
E-A4WDER 11E732 

411.i72011.A T I GALLY ac,v,,NG:.— AT ,  0 
Downgraded to CONTIDENTI AR INTER7ALS 4/ e ,)  
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1.11SSION NARRATIVE =ORT 

370 
JSARC 
al TURN   

1. (U) This report is submitted in accovlance with ARESM 55-2/3 ARRGp 
Sup 1, dated 15 Apr 1968. 

, N 

2. (8) On Sunday, 9 June, at 0225Z Jolly Green 22 (Low Position) and JG 23 
(High Position) were scrambled from Danang on rescue mission 1-3-63 which 
involved a downed pilot, Hellborn 215, at 220/37/69. JG 22 took off at 9230Z 
and made a spiraling climb north of CH 77 while obtaining artillery clearl; 
ance to fly west of CH 77 toward the reported rescue area. JG 23 was 	 
borne 15 minutes after JG 22 due to a delay from a previous mission. JG 22 
proceeded out the 265° radial of CH 77 and was followed by JG 23 a few 
minutes later. After flying west for approximately 30 miles, JG 22 was able 
to contact Trail  36 who was directing air strikes around the survivor. Trail 
36 informed JG 22 that the rescue area was at 260/36/69. JG 22 immediately 
turned northwest in order to intercept the 265° radial out of CH 69 to the 
area. JG 23 had not heard the change in position, nor could 22 contact him 
until later and by that time it was more feasible for JG 23 to route them-
selves south of the A Shall  Valley and up the west side. 

3. IG 22 arrived at the rescue area at approximately 0335Z and orbited 
with two Scarface helicopter gunships until JG 23 arrived on scene at 0355Z. 

rc5 The downed pilot was located under his parachute a few yards from a road 0  
that ran approximately east - west at an altitude of about 3200'. A steep 

,o o 	hill  overlooked his position to the south and a ravine was below his locat- 
ion to the north with a steep ridge line  running parallel to the ravine. . 	m 	• - 	The entire area was reported to be extremely hostile with automatic and anti- -- 	m . 3:: 	aircraft weapons. One 37AAL site was neutralized just prior to JG 23's 

Z' c,)  a 	arrival. Trail 36, who had been in contact with the downed pilot, reported 
that the pilot had a broken leg and a possible broken arm and would probably 

4skI require a PJ to assist him. Nnmerous suppression strikes by Gunfighter, 
A Spada and 	aircraft had been directed into the area. As no ground fire 4 

had been observed during the last several passes by the Spads, Trail 36 re- 
0 quested a rescue attempt. With JG 23 as high bird, JG 22 descended into 

the area in a spiraling right turn, tip tanks were jettisoned and fuel clump-f3, 0 ed for a high altitude recovery. JG 22 joined with two Scarface gunships 
and initiated a rapid descending 2700 overhead approach. After 90 0  of turn g 

2 	JG 22 received heavy ground fire from the valley floor and surrounding rid- 0  
41.1 	 +4 0 	ges. It was felt at this time that the aircraft had been hit. The approachmo m p, A was terminated with a pullup and a steep left turn. After determining that :c ps ›, o 

all aircraft systems were operational JG 22 again joined with the gunships 
nnri  initiated a straight in approach from the Horthwest to avoid the area . 
previously flown over. As airspeed was reduced to establish a hover, extre-43 
oely heavy grornd fire was directed at JG 22, most of which wa o1[139.ming from 

1 411111111,—  
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the ridge line to the lert or tne helicopter. The HS and YE returned fire with 
the aircrafts 1,1-60 machine guns and an immediate pullout was initiated. JG 22 
returned to a orbit position while Trail 36 directed suppression strikes into 
the area. After appro-dmately 20 minutes of intense fire suppression activity 
JG 22 joined with two Scarface gunships and two Spads, 01 and 02, for another 
rescue attempt. Again, just short of the downed pilot heavy automatic weapons 
and small  arms fire was directed at the Jolly Green from all quadrants. Trac-
ers were seen coming up at us from the ravine, from the ridge line to the left 
and from the hillside above and in front of us. The FE and RS returned fire 
immediately. A sharp right turn and go around was executed. JG 22 returned 
to the previous orbit position. At this time JG 22 was near bingo fuel. Trail 
36 and Crown 2 were advised that by the time further suppression strikes could 
be completed JG 22 would have to depart the area. Trail 36 then asked JG 23 if 
he would be able to make a rescue attempt. JG 23 replied that he would and that 
he would use the Scarface helicopter gunships for high cover. JG 22 stayed in 
the area until critical low fuel forced departure. Shortly after JG 22 left the 
SAR area JG 23 began his approach to the survivor with gunships and A-1 's for 
suppression. All during his approach JG 22 heard JG 23 calling heavy gunfire 
and relaying the direction of incoming fire to the Spads and gunships. JG 23 
continued his approach under fire until initiating a hover over the survivor 
at which time he decided the attempt to hover would be futile. At this time 
JG 22 lost radio contact with the SIR effort. JG 22 landed at CH 69 after both 
"low fuel warning lights" had been on for 10 minutes. 

4. ( After refueling and a quick check for battle damage at CH 69. '(One hit 
had been taken in a non critical area.) JG 22 returned to the SAIL area. En-
route, Crown was asked about the status of the mission and JG 22 was informed 
that JG 23 had crashed after his second approach and there was no sign of sur-
vivors. According to the statement of Trail 33, JG 23 was led in for his sec-
ond attempt by Trail 33 along with 2 gunships and 2 Spads for cover. JG 23 
made an approach and upon entering a hover over the downed pilot aria making a 
slow turn clockwise over the site, he reported he was receiving ground fire. 
Trail 33 observed that JG 23 was burning on the left side just above and aft 
of the_cockDI.t.  Trail 33 informed JG 23 that his left side was on fire at which 
time he started moving out toward the west. _After traveling about 1200 meters 
the fire went out and Trail 33 was about to advise JG 23 of this when JG 23 
suddenly crashed. 'Trail 33 said that at an altitude of approximately 50' JG 
23's rotor very noticably slowed down and it looked lilre he was attempting to 
set the helicopter down on a smA11 knoll. Upon crashing the entire aircraft 
burst into a fire ball nd thin3Q seconds th AntirJ structure was nothing 
but smoking ashes. The aircram nad melted out of sb. Trail 33 felt there 
was nothing anyone eould MrSh7rJr"Z"-ITErTat—t-Fe—crash was a direct res-
ult of hostile ground fire. 

(C) 
5. (g) JG 28 arrived in the rescue area at 0520Z and orbited for 1 hour before 
being cleared in to pickup Hellborn 215. JG 22 & 24 provided high cover for the 
attempt. The approach was made with 2 Huey gunships, Sandy 09 ez 10, ara  Sea-
worthy 4,1 & 42 for cover. JG 28 came to a hover and was maneuvering for the 
pickup when extremely severe ground fire from all directions opened up on them. 
The FE & RS on JG 28 returned fire immediately and a diving emit was made around 
a mountain and over a ridge line to tha_aauthwaa:t. 
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6. (S) Number 2 engine was cut off immediately after initiating the pullout because 
of a fire warning light and a drop in torcue. The FE in JG 28 and other aircraft 
reported smoke coming out of #2 engine so both fire bottles were used to extinguish 
the fire. The maximum altitude that could be maintained with one engine was 3500', 
naking it impossible to clear the mountains in the area. JG 24 came down from orbit 
position to escort JG 28 by following in trail. The 2 JG's were then led out of 
the area by Trail  36 and escorted by Sandy 9 & 10. The fact that JG 28 could only 
maintain 3500' and continued drawing intermittant heavy ground fire made it necess-
ary to consider a forced landing. Trail 36 advised that he could get JG 28 into 
The Sanh, which was due north, if enough altitude could be gained to cross a ridge 
line north of the valley in which JG 28 was flying. EvevyLhing possible was thrown 
out to gain altitude, as the ridge was approximately 3700' elevation. JG 28 and 24 
drew heavy ground fire crossing the valley and JG 28 lost altitude maneuvering to 
avoid ground fire. JG 28 regained altitude, crossed the ridge to a safe area, 
and lam-led  at The Sanh with no further difficulties. 

7. (PO After escorting JG 28 into The Sanh, JG 24 refueled at Landing Zone Stud, 
070/7/85 and then returned to the rescue area. After the area had been worked over, 
Crown 2 and Trail 33, advised that 2 Sandy's would go across and evaluate the site 
prior to the next attempt. The Sandy aircraft did this and advised that there was 
no ground fire. JG 22 had lost UHF contact and was bingo fuel so Crown 2 suggested 
JG 24 make the approach. 	JG 22 was still in the area JG 24 initiated the 
approach, dropped tip tanks, and continued in with Sandy's as cover on either side 
and Spads behind. Just as JG 24 transitioned to a hover, the FE called " pull off, 
Ground fire" and began returning fire himself. JG 24 began to exit on a pre-sel-
ected heading of 210 0  when the RCC observed ground fire coming from in front nrd 
above, apparently 50 caliber. JG 24 immediately turned right to 160 0  and dove 
downa. ridge line only to find ground fire from below. Upon attaining  climb  speed, 
JG 24 exited the area to the north. At this time JG 22 was critically low on fuel 
and had to leave the area to refuel at CH 69, JG 24 advised Trail 33 and Crown 2 
that the fire was coning from the ridge to the right of Hellborn 215 and from 
"spider" holes immediately below the road. Crown 2 advised JG 24 to go to CU 69 for 
fuel. JG 24 RT3'd to CH 69 for fuel after advising Crown that the area was still hot. 

(( 
8. (0) JG 27 contacted JG 24 for an evaluation and JG 24 advised that the area was 
hot. Automatic weapons fire was located 20 to 30 yards south & north of the survivor 
and that the survivor was below his parachute, not moving or in Y.naio contact. JG 
24 further advised that more attempts were ill advised. JG 24 refueled at CH 69 
after JG 22 had left and was returning to the rescue area. After refueling JG 24 
was RTB'd to CH 77, arriving at 1010Z. The RCC of JG 24 contacted Queen by land-
line and passed his evaluation and recommendations. Queen called back with JSARC 
and the acc of JG 24 passed the same information and recommendations to JSARC. 

(c-) 
9. CS) JG 27 (low position) and JG 23 (high position) arrived in the rescue area 
at 0845Z, followed shortly by JG 22 who had returned from CH 69. All 3 JWis orbited 
High awaiting instructions while more CBU and napalm were dropped around the area. 
At 0945Z it was decided to use CHU 19's in an attempt to rescue the survivor, as 
a11  other means had failed. The crews of JG 22 0  27 and 33 were instructed to put 
their gas masks on in preparation for the CBU 19 and all  three crews experienced 
the samr: problem. The microphone fittings in the gas masks were not compatable 
with_the  crew members helmets. :To ZIZZ-771T5ETTations were possible either inside 
or outside the helicopte7.7-77.M. the masks on. A rescue attempt using CBU 19 under 
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these circumstances was impossible. In an attempt to find some workable arrangement, 
the FE on JG 33 volunteered to remove his helmet and use a headset, with which the 
gas mask was compatable. The pararescueman used an older type gas mask, which was 
compatable with his helmet and the nu devised a method of transmitting by putting 
his boom mike on his larynx. The RCC of JG 33 had a different type boom mike and 
was unable to transmit. Although the communications arrangement was minimo  sat-
isfactory the crew of JG 33 felt that an attempt could be made using the system. 

(C\  10. 4) JG 33 started an approach to the area after the CBU 19 had been dropped 
on both sides of the survivor. JG 33 entered a hover and stayed there until be-
ing driven off by ground fire approximately 30 seconds later. While in the hover, 
the FE observed the body of the survivor partially covered by the parachute. He 
was lying on his back with one leg, which appeared broken, folded back under him. 
Ile was wearing a gray flying suit. No movement was observed. JG 33 left the area 
to refuel and landed at CH 103. Thile refueling, JG 33, 27 and 22 received word 
from Crown to RTB. The mission had been cancelled at 1030Z. 

'Cl 
11. c%) Weather was not a factor until late in the mission when a broken cloud 
layer formed at 4500' MSL. Visibility was very good throughout the day, Crew 
coordination aboard all Jolly Greens was excellent. Extremely heavy ground fire 
including automatic weapons of 30 and 50 caliber and 37AAA were encountered in the 
SAR area. The weapons were obviously positioned to protect the road which serves 
as a main supply route from Laos to the northern A Shau Valley. Numerous caves, 
bunkers and foxholes were observed in the immediate area around the downed pilot. 
This, combined with the terrain features, made sterilization of the area impossible. 

12. (U) Crewmembers of the Jolly Greens were: 

Jolly Green 2,g 	 Jollv Green 23  
RCC ANDERSON, ARTHUR J. MAJ 	RCC RITTICHIER, JACK C. LT USCG 
RCCP DILLON, JOSEPH J. CAPT 	ROOF YEEND, RICHARD C. CAPT 
FE MgLONE, ALVIN A. SGT 	FE HOLDEN, ELMER L. SSGT 
RS HINDMAN, RICKY D. AlC 	RS LOCKER, JAS D. SGT 
Al' HAGERTY, P.E. SSGT 

Jells Green 28 
	

Jo11.y Green 2A 
RCC GRIGGS, JERRY M. CAPT 	RCC STRING -0i, HARVIE L. MAJ 
RCCP HAG, HARRY W. JR. CAPT RCCP WIEGARD, DON W. CAPT 
FE CARTER, ODELL SGT 
	

FE BALDWIN, ROBERT H. SSGT 
RS CASSIDY, ROBERT K. AlC 	RS NORTHERN, STtliZ M. SGT 

Jolly green 33  
RCC BRMAN, WILLIAM E. CAPT 
ReCP ASHLEY, PADI D. CAPT 
FE RODRIQUEZ, DAVID SGT 
RS CASBEM., NEST D. SGT 

GROUP 4 
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Jolly* Green 27  
RCC HOAG, STUART H. MAJ 
RCCP BIRD, WILLIAM B. JR. CAPT 
FE STUNBAUGH, WrOTLL L. SSGT 
RS CLAUDIUS, DONALD,K. SR. SGT 

/ 

, 

l'INDSK r .1,1` 1 '  USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 
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Following  jflfo received from PARRC (Captain Furakawa), 1009202, 	 F 

The following info is contained on UNCLASSIFIED 366 CS° Cast:laity Report 09/1220Z. 

JOLLY ORM 23 ON A COMSAT MISSION 27 MILES SE OF IRE SANH WAS HIT WHILE 
ATTEMPTING RESCUE. ACFT WAS HIT BY AUITIOTIO GROUND FIRE AND CRASHED. ALL 
PERSONNEL MISSING 13 ACTION. CREW LIST IS AS FOLLOWS. 
(A RECORDS CHECK INDICATES THAT JG 23 is HH-3E 4)4710 FROM IRE 37 ARRSQ AT DANAN0) 4  

RCC RITTICHIER, JACK 
LT, 	8148 

CP TREND, RICHARD C., JR. 
CAPT. FV 3119514i 

FE HOLDEN *  al4211. L. 
SSG. AF18639399 

PJ LOCKER, JAMES D. 
SGT. AF15754661. 

ClaSs.if 1..ed by 	. 
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370.11Aaq Hint, Apr,JUrt 1968H 	 . • 

'4ort,Swerst. oiKbearh. One survivor was located' On a reicantain 

Peak .at an altitude of 5400 feet.- . Perfornance ealculatiOns 

:.dicated that a Holier.  cr.::: van ',Tensible and the .terrain wa. • 

luitable for landing. Fuel ws again desired to the abtaoltite• 

!in and hover was entered with only 47 reserve payer. • The , 

survivor was hoisted using tJ ..( pene.rator an a rescue Iling and • 

van taken .to 12 Stud where badly needed ftei was . obtained. atM 

t'! 	P. 	 Itaff the etrvivor. 

(21)(0) 1!4.62,  .9 Jun 196g.  Jolly Greens .  33 and 23, :atrin 

lalert aircraft at Dal/sr:g o  were scrambled to  recover two pilots.  of. 

Anv TN:oh-auk  downed the previous evening 35 miles etsuthwest.of. 

tong. A FAG in the area 1-.Ad indie contact with both pilots .  but 

. WO .  hAsvinq ciifrieulty loe,atir.:! theirs exact ponition. 

pilot was sighteA near a..river• in dense jun*.le ana the reseue.-wat 

effez:tee with :sinf.aut..difficultY. Tbe second • pilot *as located.. 

'tar_ =itaaton .  later and hoisted aboard. The surviVers .  were - Miler 

lin4sitLferi n., 	ond 3E4 Jamie T;.•INsir_dx 

.1— **63., 9' jun 64.  P total of six J^lly *Ireety.t.?,..a11- 

4,;ers xere s..11‘).U 	MitIlii:011 to recover a -downed pilot 37 	• 

ms.t10 	et Hue. jolly '.:Ireen :?2 ant 2" were eeriabled..frcra • 

arid 15rceeeded . with the A-l's the area where 'a NC .  Idn3 

raraii.4 directing 'afj; ei.)ren around fl  cow\terft. rw, tiri 

&via ;Vas 'reported t. b ztromelir •Kitt, aLtoriatie as 



10:5  

•17A/IRSq Hist, pr-Jun 1968 	 le. 
• 

antiaircraft Seaports. The survivor vas located :under his pare- • • 

chute a- fev yards from c road aixi had a-broken leg and a possible• 
• 

bwOkewarm. 'Macrons suppression strikes 	 i to 

Wo area. Jolly Grest.v:22 descended into the area and was -driven' 

617 on both the-ilratitrd seCend approaches by extromely•heavy 

ground rire.‘ Suppression strikes 'were agstn called in. Jolly 

are 22.started hie third approach and wAS driven oft by fire 

at c fron.all quadrants. Jai.); Oresn 1Y - returned to thie foir 

ruel and - 23 advised he.Weuld attempt the rescue with gUnahips:for 

high corer. - Jr) 23 siarted'his approach . and continued.under•heiVy 

fli.c until initiating hover over the eurVivor. The attemPt was 

abcrted and a.aecond approach with more gunships and A4 11 1 for . 

cover-vas started. JO 23 sustained•heavydWmage - to his loft:side • 

in the hovvrz.rd craoLed approximately 1200 meters from the sur-

ii4or. fir= crashirg."th;, entir4 aircraft was enveloOsi . im 

lntoute . fire suppresion strikes were agair ealled in to 

sterilise the area.. joili lien 26 arrived ir the rescue area 

and'was'cleared.in for ar'attsmpeod resat*. .4r; 28 came to a borer 

and was maneuvering for the plekup 1vhr extremerbeavyYgrcond 

rirs'frem all directions cpsned up on them. A diving exit was 

inifAited iatCtho ri46 efiene'shut down because of fire. Ths PAC 

jolli'Cn 24 6sCorted 'JO 28 	 ' - ter he wee able 

t'ii,glin•eza,141! altitude 

 

car the rt*:es f.2, the area.' kfteit 
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the arca had been wericed over, Jolly-  Green 24 refueled and" re- * 

ttrned .for...another approaeh. Znst as Jc.1 24 transitioned to a 

lover, intense ground fire :iota reported tor the FS end 	 . 

ititi at ed. Jollyllreen.- 33 started an approach' into the are*:..ifter 

suppression . hid• been dropped on both sides. of the siur.viver, only 

to be driven off a?;ain by'grovr.d fire. The F3 of jo1ly:.Oreen - 33 

gabserved -the sUrvivor s:-partiall7 covered bv the Itaraithuto ;krid re, 

moveetent wao observed.. The ?dealer: vas terminated. - 

(23)(d)' 1■5-;61,.9 Jun.  A  total of six Jcal,' °roan 1,41ii,r 

copters v.ero• need on thin mission to recover a downed F-105 pilot 

(ntiter Lead) 25 illito . 71ortIncest of Nog 'P.a. Jelly 1.1-reen riT* and 

28 .were swerabled..frart Quensx Tri and J*117 3roen 29 108.3 diverted • 

tivelEtOrnilu.!: orbit .to t.paition off the coast while retuercus.air. 

istritee wei.r . 'ealled , in to .anpprear the eloctressely:.heavy auttamtie .• 

i:fttprxits andlantrciart Tioaltione in' the area. • •,1 13 28 olotperiented 

night • tontl•e?,4'illui-e and returnod to C.Zoging Tri fer -luaintorAtnee, 

:tra e',UbseqUently war..asUippied ti niesim 1-3.43.  An  F-4 v4it hit 

cn.a-or thn' *it:A*1'3 aid zrass...t. B.hrtlots jiiir..el 

titt aircstraft iüiOver th .o Isater : and then e;leeted.' Joty 

C4' 	.29 	 - iicin'ttet and both pilot° were i)ii*ee 

,M C7 :Aromil (IT tbu coast. The pilote-Nierl 

1ith t, 4trazg 	 ntir:. 07 . 	.Tr,' 29 for tSii,  r.14 

iort
„ 	. 

'ec 31..16z diveitt:isd i frn14' .the'a. 	orhit to b631i iaU 


