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OPLATE
LAOS ANALYST LEAD SHEET =

VIETNAM CASE: 1206

RANK & NAME (s): SSGT HOLDEN, ELMER L.
POSITION: =-01 FLIGHT ENGINEER VEHICLE/#: HH-3E/67-14710
SGT LOCKER, JAMES D.

STATUS: INVESTIGATE -02 PARARESCUEMAN CALL SIGN: JOLLY GREEN 23
CAPT YEEND, RICHARD C.

PROVINCE: SALAVAN -03 CO-PILOT DATE/TIME: 9 JUN 68/1127G
LTJG RITTICHIER, JACK C.

DISTRICT: TA-OY -04 PILOT (SAR LOG) (UTM/ (GEO) : 48Q YD 24 03

(POBSIBLY) SAMOUAY (161756N 1070548E)

(USSOCOM POINT 1): 48Q YD 22275 03476

(161818N 1070435E)
(POINT 2): 48Q YD 23464 03274

(161811N 1070515E)

UNIT: USAF, 37 AEROSPACE RESCUE
AND RECOVERY SQUADRON,
DANANG AB, RVN; LTJG RITTICHIER,
U.S. COAST GUARD, ASSIGNED TO THE
37TH ARRS ON AN EXCHANGE PROGRAM.

MAPS: SERIES L7014, 6441-IV, 1:50,000, EDITION 3-TPC, A LOUI
SERIES L1501, NE 48-16, 1:250,000, EDITION 6, HUE
SOVIET SERIES E-48-143

J223 ANALYST: MR. BILL FORSYTH

ORDNANCE ONBOARD: UNKNOWN, NORMALLY WOULD HAVE BEEN ARMED WITH 2 X 7.62MM
MINI-GUNS.

ATRCRAFT IDENTIFICATION FEATURES: SIKORSKY "JOLLY GREEN GIANT"; FUSELAGE
LENGTH 16.69M (54.75 FT) X CABIN WIDTH 1.98M (6.5 FT); 2 X G.E. T58-GE-5

ENGINES #285227 AND 285228; FIVE-BLADE MAIN ROTOR 18.9M (62 FT) DIAMETER,
FIVE-BLADE TAIL ROTOR 3.15M (10.33 FT) DIAMETER.

OTHER IDENTIFICATION FEATURES: NONE.

- M (e W M WD e " " " - o o

BASIC CIRCUMSTANCES:

- ON 9 JUNE 1968, THE HH-3E WITH A CREW OF FOUR WAS ATTEMPTING TO RESCUE A
DOWNED MARINE AVIATOR NEAR THE LAO/VIETNAM BORDER WHEN IT WAS HIT BY GROUND
FIRE. THE AIRCRAFT ATTEMPTED TO LAND IN A CLEARING, BUT EXPLODED WHEN IT
TOUCHED DOWN, THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE OF SURVIVORS.

DOCUMENTATION COMMENTS :

- LTJG RITTICHIER WAS THE FIRST USCG KILLED IN ACTION IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AND
IS THE ONLY USCG SERVICEMEMBER UNACCOUNTED FOR IN THE WAR.

(UPDATED 18 DECEMBER 1998)






- 1206 CONTINUED

- IN SEPTEMBER 1998, THE U.S. SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND AT HURLBURT
FIELD, FLORIDA, PRODUCED A FLIGHT SIMULATION BASED ON THE EVENTS SURROUND
CASE 1205 AND 1206. THREE WITNESS OF THE 1205 AND 1206 INCIDENTS WERE FLOW
IN THE SIMULATOR AND PROVIDED THE THREE POSSIBLE COORDINATES OF THE LOSS
LOCATION (YD 22275 03476; YD 23464 03274; YD 23132 00904). (REF: MEMO FROM
USSOCOM)

- ON 15 THROUGH 18, 22, AND 23 OCTOBER 1998, DURING JFA 99- 1L, THE
INVESTIGATION ELEMENT (IE) CONDUCTED AN INVESTIGATION OF PRIORITY CASE 1205
IN SAMOUAY DISTRICT, SALAVAN PROVINCE, LPDR. THE IE INVESTIGATED AT ONE
VILLAGE, INTERVIEWED THREE WITNESSES, AND SURVEYED ONE CRASH SITE
IDENTIFIED BY THE VILLAGERS WHICH DID NOT CORRELATE TO CASE 1205. THE TEAM
ALSD FOUND EVIDENCE OF A POSSIBLE GROUND LOSS NEAR THE CRASH SITE WHICH
DCES NOT CORRELATE TO CASE 1205. ON 17 OCTOBER 1998, THE IE SEARCHED AN
AREE IDENTIFIED BY A U.S. WITNESS (YD 232 009), BUT DID NOT FIND ANY
EVIDENCE OF A CRASH SITE OR BURIAL SITE. THE TEAM POSTPONED THE REMAINDER
OF THE INVESTIGATION UNTIL A FUTURE JFA. DUE TC THE RUGGED TERRAIN IN THE
AREA AND ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS, TWO OF THE THREE SUSPECTED CRASH SITE
LOCATIONS RECENTLY IDENTIFIED BY U. S WITNESSES AND THE SEARCH AND RESCUE
LOG LOCATION COULD NOT BE SEARCHED ON THIS JFA. (REF: CDR JTF-FA HONOLULU

HI 241712Z NOV 98; SUBJ: DETAILED REPORT OF INVESTIGATION OF PRIORITY
VIETNAM CASE 1205)

|
REMAINS:

- CILHI 0229-89: THESE REMAINS WERE TURNED OVER BY A LAO REFUGEE (T89-295)
WHO;CLAIMED THEY (AND ANOTHER REMAINS T/O) CAME FROM LAOS, BUT COULD
PROVIDE NO FURTHER INFORMATION. THE SOURCE PROVIDED DOG TAG TYPE
INFIRMATION FOR LTJG RITTICHIER (AND ONE OTHER INDIVIDUAL WHO IS NOT
UNACCOUNTED FOR OR KIA). THE REMAINS CONSISTED OF ONE MACERATED HUMAN
CRANIAL FRAGMENT. IT COULD BE FROM AN ADULT, BUT NOTHING ELSE COULD BE
DETERMINED.

POTENTIAL WITNESSES:

- NONE

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS:

- CONDUCT GROUND SEARCHES OF THE AREAS (YD 22275 03476 AND YD 23464 03274)
IDEHTIFIED BY U.S. WITNESSES DURING COMPUTER GENERATED FLIGHT SIMULATIONS
CoO UCTED BY THE U.S. SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND AT HURLBURT FIELD,
FLORIDA, IN SEPTEMBER 1598.

- IN TA-OY AND POSSIBLY SAMOUAY DISTRICT, SALAVAN PROVINCE, INVESTIGATE THE

CASE 1206 SEARCH AND RESCUE (SAR) LOG LOCATION (48Q YD 24 03). INVESTIGATE
AT ANY VILLAGES IN THE AREA. A GROUND SEARCH IS NOT REQUIRED.

J223 RECOMMENDATIONS:

- SURVEY ANY CRASH SITES KNOWN TO VILLAGERS THAT HAVE NOT BEEN PREVIQUSLY
VISITED BY JOINT TEAMS, UNLESS THEY CAN UNQUESTIONABLY BE CORRELATED TO A
KNOWN OPERATIONAL LOSS.



- 1206 CONTINUED

COMMENTS :

- HAOS GROUND LOSSES 0598, 0608, 0763, 1191, ALONG WITH SRV GROUND LOSS
CASES 1445 AND 1447, ALSO TOOK PLACE IN THIS AREA, BE ON THE LOOK OUT FOR
INFORMATION TO THESE INCIDENTS.
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Systéme de coordonnées de Vientiane
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MR. KONGSAVAN LATSAVONG TA-OY DISTRICT OFFICIAL

C. ON 11 MAY 2002, WHILE INVESTIGATING A SCHEDULED CASE (REF A), THE IE
FLEW TO BAN TAHLO-NUA (TALO1HNYA) (48Q YC 102 922), TA-OY DISTRICT, AND
INTERVIEWED FIVE INDIVIDUALS WHO PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION :

(1) WITNESS ONE:
(A) NAME: PATEU (PHZO1THY) (NO LAST NAME, NLN).
(B) AGE: 50 YEARS OF AGE (YOA).
(C) CURRENT RESIDENCE AND LENGTH OF TIME THERE: BAN TAHLO-NUA
(TALO1-HNYA) ; LIFELONG RESIDENT, EXCEPT FOR MILITARY SERVICE IN VIETNAM.
(D) CURRENT OCCUPATION: FARMER.
(E) RESIDENCE AT TIME OF INCIDENT: BAN TAHLO-NUA.
(F) OCCUPATION AT TIME OF INCIDENT: VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST
SOLDIER; SERVED AS A THUA THIEN HUE PROVINCE SOLDIER FROM 1973 UNTIL 1978.
(2) WITNESS TWO:
(A) NAME: AHM OHA (NULLAMH MUA) (NLN) .
(B) AGE: 50+ YOA.
(C) CURRENT RESIDENCE AND LENGTH OF TIME THERE: BAN TAHLO-NUA
(TALO1HNYA) ; LIFELONG RESIDENCE.
(D) CURRENT OCCUPATION: FARMER.
(E) RESIDENCE AT TIME OF INCIDENT: BAN TAHLO-NUA.
(F) OCCUPATION AT TIME OF INCIDENT: FARMER.
(3) WITNESS THREE:
(A) NAME: AHM MAEN (NULLAMH MEEN) (NLN) .
(B) AGE: 50+ YOA.
(C) CURRENT RESIDENCE AND LENGTH OF TIME THERE: BAN TAHLO-NUA
(TALO1 HNYA); LIFELONG RESIDENT, EXCEPT FOR POLICE SERVICE IN VIETNAM.
(D) CURRENT OCCUPATION: FARMER.
(E) RESIDENCE AT TIME OF INCIDENT: BAN TAHLO-NUA.
(F) OCCUPATION AT TIME OF INCIDENT: VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST POLICE;
SERVED AS A VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST POLICE OFFICER FROM 1965 UNTIL 1978.
(4) WITNESS FOUR:
(A) NAME: AHM HOUI (NULLAMH HOOJ) (NLN) .
(B) AGE: 55 YOA.
(C) CURRENT RESIDENCE AND LENGTH OF TIME THERE: BAN TAHLO-NUA
(TALO1 HNYA); LIFELONG RESIDENCE.
(D) CURRENT OCCUPATION: FARMER.
(E) RESIDENCE AT TIME OF INCIDENT: BAN TAHLO-NUA.
(F) OCCUPATION AT TIME OF INCIDENT: FARMER.
(5) WITNESS FIVE:
(A) NAME: AHM NGEUAT (NULLAMH NGEUT) (NLN) .
(B) AGE: 50 YOA.
(C) CURRENT RESIDENCE AND LENGTH OF TIME THERE: BAN TAHLO-NUA
(TALO1 HNYA); LIFELONG RESIDENT, EXCEPT FOR MILITARY SERVICE IN VIETNAM.
(D) CURRENT OCCUPATION: FARMER.
(E) RESIDENCE AT TIME OF INCIDENT: BAN TAHLO-NUA.
(F) OCCUPATION AT TIME OF INCIDENT: VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST
SOLDIER; SERVED AS A VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST SOLDIER FROM 1960 UNTIL 1970.
(6) COMBINED STATEMENT: THE WITNESSES HUNT AND FORAGE UP TO TWO DAYS
WALK FROM THE VILLAGE, MAINLY IN THE MOUNTAINS TO THE SOUTH, AND HAD
KNOWLEDGE OF TWO CRASH SITES.
(A) THE FIRST CRASH SITE WAS AN AIRCRAFT LOCATED ONE DAYS WALK
SOUTHEAST NEAR BAN KABOUI (KAWBOOJ, YC 136 921). WITNESS FIVE SAW THE
AIRCRAFT TRAVELING FROM THE NORTHWEST TO THE SOUTHEAST AND IT APPEARED TO BE
SMOKING. WITNESS FIVE LATER WENT TO THE SITE AND DESCRIBED THE AIRCRAFT AS A
HELICOPTER WITH EIGHT BLADES. HE NEVER SAW LIFE SUPPORT MATERIAL OR ANYTHING
THAT WOULD INDICATE SOMEONE WAS LEFT IN THE AIRCRAFT. HE BELIEVED THE



KILOMETERS SOUTH OF BAN KABOUI. A SECOND ENTRY (0425Z) REPORTED THE KNIFE 34
HELICOPTER WAS DOWN 211 DEGREES/60 NAUTICAL MILES/FROM CHANNEL (TACTICAL AIR
NAVIGATION/TACAN) 103 (QUANG TRI), WHICH PLOTS TO 48P XC 75 60, 50 KILOMETERS
SOUTHWEST OF BAN KABOUI. THE KNIFE 34 HELICOPTER REPORTEDLY CRASHED AFTER

ITS TAIL ROTOR HIT A TREE (0417Z). THE CASE 1206 HH-3E HELICOPTER CRASHED ON
9 JUNE 1968, WHILE ATTEMPTING TO RESCUE A CREWMEMBER OF AN A-4E AIRCRAFT
(VIETNAM CASE 1205). THE DATE OF THE INCIDENT AND TYPE OF AIRCRAFT PROVIDED

BY THE WITNESS ON THE 54TH JFA (98-4L, REF B) CORRELATES TO THE CASE 1206
INCIDENT, WHILE THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS OF THE KNIFE 34 HELICOPTER DO NOT
CORRELATE TO HIS DESCRIPTION OF THE INCIDENT; HOWEVER, BAN KABOUI IS LOCATED
15 KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF THE SEARCH AND RESCUE LOG LOCATION FOR CASE 1206
WHICH LIMITS, BUT DOES NOT EXCLUDE, A POSSIBLE CORRELATION OF THE BAN KABOUI
HELICOPTER CRASH SITE TO CASE 1206.

7. TEAM LEADER COMMENTS.

A. CONCUR WITH ANALYST COMMENTS IN PARAGRAPH 6.

B. HOST GOVERNMENT COOPERATION/SUPPORT: EXCELLENT AT ALL LEVELS. ALL
OFFICIALS WERE VERY SUPPORTIVE IN EFFORTS TO ENSURE COOPERATION FROM ALL
LOCAL VILLAGES.

8. DETACHMENT COMMANDER’S COMMENTS. CONCUR WITH ANALYST COMMENTS IN
PARAGRAPH 6 AND TEAM LEADER COMMENTS IN PARAGRAPH 7.//
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
37TH AEROSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY SQUADRON (MAC)

R I S e TS

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96337

RLPLY TO

ATTH UF: 3’?0

TN

) (U) SVBITAT 7O -
“_"E"\' i

sescer MTSSTON WARRATIVE REPORT (1-3-63, 9 June 68

ER 116352

) SOMEDULE OFED £
376 /{éb - LGTOIATICALLY DUWNGRADED AT THO |
T | Downgraded to CONFIDENTIALy, o 1NTERVALS / e lj

i 1 0AUG 871 1, sop pRBCRASSIFIED ON
1. (U) This report is submitted in accordance with LRRSH 55-2/3 ARRGp
Sup 1, dated 15 Apr 1968,

» A '\

2. (2) On Sunday, 9 June, at 0225Z Jolly Green 22 (Low Position) and JG 23
(High Position) were scrambled from Danang on rescue mission 1-3-63 which
involved a downed pilot, Hellborn 215, at 220/37/69. JG 22 took off at ©230Z
and made a spiraling climb north of CH 77 while obtaining artillary clear®
ance to fly west of CH 77 toward the reported rescue area. JG 23 was air-
borne 15 minutes after JG 22 due to a delay from a previous mission. JG 22
proceeded out the 265° radial of CH 77 and was followed by JG 23 a few
minutes later., After flying west for approximately 30 miles, JG 22 was able
to contact Trail 36 who was directing air strikes around the survivor. Trail
36 informed JG 22 that the rescue area was at 260/36/69. JG 22 immediately
turned northwest in order to intercept the 265° radial out of CH 69 to the
area. JG 23 had not heard the change in position, nor could 22 contact him
until later and by that time it was more feasible for JG 23 to route them-
selves south of the A Shau Valley and up the west side.

Uq. te A5 21 Lo

)
3 k(',g) JG 22 arrived at the rescue area at appro:dmately 0335Z and orbited
with two Scarface helicopter gunships until JG 23 arrived on scene at 0355Z.
The downed pilot was located under his parachute a few yards from a road
that ran approximately east - west at an altitude of about 3200'. A steep
hill overlooked his position to the south and a ravine was below his locat-
ion to the north with a steep ridge line running parallel to the ravine.
The entire area was reported to be extremely hostile with automatic and anti-
aircraft weapons. One 37AAA site was neutralized just prior to JG 23's
arrivael. Trail 36, who had been in contact with the downed pilot, reported
that the pilot had a broken leg and a possible broken arm and would probably
require a PJ to assist him, Numerous suppression strikes by Gunfighter,
Spads and A~/ aircraft had been directed into the area. As no ground fire
had been observed during the last several passes by the Spads, Trail 36 re-
quested a rescue attempt. With JG 23 as high bird, JG 22 descended into
the area in a spiraling right turn, tip tanks were jettisoned and fuel dump-
ed for a high altitude recovery. JG 22 joined with two Scarface gunships
and initiated a rapid descending 2700 overhead approach. After 90° of turn
JG 22 received heavy ground fire from the valley floor and surrounding rid-
ges. It was felt at this time that the aircraft had been hit. The approach
was terminated with a pullup and a steep left turn., After determining that
all aircraft systems were operational JG 22 again joined with the gunships
and initiated a straight in approach from the Horthwest to avoid the area
previously flown over. A4s airspeed was reduced to establish a hover, extre-
Jnely heavy ground fire was directed at JG 22, most of which Vasyeeming from
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the ridge line to the left of the helicopter. The RS and FE returned fire with
the aircrafts 1~60 machine guns and an immediate pullout was initiated. JG 22
returned to a orbit position while Trail 36 directed suppression strikes into
the area., After approximately 20 minutes of intense fire suppression activity
JG 22 joined with two Scarface gunships and two Spads, 01 and 02, for another
rescue attempt, Again, just short of the downed pilot heavy automatic weapons
and small arms fire was directed at the Jolly Green from all quadrants, Trac-
ers were seen coming up at us from the ravine, from the ridge line te the left
and from the hillside above and in front of us. The FE and RS returned fire
immediately. A sharp right turn and go around was executed. JG 22 returned

to the previous orbit position. At this time JG 22 was near bingo fuel., Trail
36 and Crown 2 were advised that by the time further suppression strikes could
be completed JG 22 would have to depart the area. Trail 36 then asked JG 23 if
he would be able to make a rescue attempt. JG 23 replied thet he would and that
he would use the Scarface helicopter gunships for high cover., JG 22 stayed in
the area until critical low fuel forced departure. Shortly after JG 22 left the
SAR area JG 23 began his approach to the survivor with gunships and A-1's for
Suppression. All during his approach JG 22 heard JG 23 calling heavy gunfire
and relaying the direction of incoming fire to the Spads and gunships. JG 23
continued his approach under fire until initiating a hover over the survivor

at which time he decided the attempt to hover would be futile, At this time

JG 22 lost radio contact with the SAR effort. JG 22 landed at CH 69 after both
"low fuel warning lights" had been on for 10 minutes.

)
be 6&) After refueling and a quick check for battle damage at CH 69, '(One hit
had been taken in a non critical area.) JG 22 returmed to the SAR area. En-
route, Crown was asked about the status of the mission and JG 22 was informed
that JG 23 had crashed after his second approach and there was no sign of sur-
vivers, According to the statement of Trail 33, JG 23 was led in for his sec-
ond attempt by Trail 33 along with 2 gunships and 2 Spads for cover. JG 23
made an approach and upon entering a hover over the dowmed pilot and making a
slow turn clockwise over the site, he reported he was receiving ground fire,
Trail 33 observed that JG 23 was burning on the left side just above and aft
of the cockpit. Trail 33 informed JG 23 that his left side was on fire at which
time he started moving out toward the west. .After traveling about 1200 meters
the fire went out and Trail 33 was about to advise JG 23 of this when JG 23
suddenly crashed. Trail 33 said that at an altitude of approximately 50' JG
23's rotor very noticably slowed down and it looked like he was attempting to
set the helicopter down on a small knoll. Upon crashing the entire aircraft
burst into a fire ball and‘g?E%%nggg_ggiﬁﬁgi_jhg_an:;;p structure was nothing
but smoking ashes. The airc me out of sight., Trail 33 felt there
was nothing anyone eould ¥ to Help JC 25 XTI -That the crash was a direct res-
ult of hostile ground fire.

)
5 ES) JG 28 arrived in the rescue area at 05202 and orbited for 1 hour before
being cleared in to pickup Hellborn 215, JG 22 & 24 provided high cover for the
attempt. The anproach was made with 2 Huey gunships, Sandy 09 & 10, and Sea-
worthy 4~1 & 4=2 for cover, JG 28 came to a hover and was maneuvering for the
pickup when extremely severe ground fire from all directions opened up on them,
The FE & RS on JG 28 returned fire immediately and a diving exit was made around
a mountain and over a ridge lin te
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6e (B) Wumber 2 engine was cut off immediately after initiating the pullout because
of a fire warning light and a drop in torque. The FT in JG 28 and other aircraft
reported smoke coming out of #2 engine so both fire bottles were used to extinguish
the fire., The maximm altitude that could be maintained with one engine was 3500 .
making it impossible to clear the moumtains in the area., JG 2/, came down from orbit
position to escort JG 28 by following in trail., The 2 JG's were then led out of
the area by Trail 36 and escorted by Sandy 9 & 10. The fact that JG 28 could only
maintain 3500' and continued drawing intermittant heavy ground fire made it necess—
ary to consider a forced landing. Trail 36 advised that he could get JG 28 into
Khe Sanh, which was due north, if enough altitude could be gained to cross a ridge
line north of the valley in which JG 28 was flying. Everything possible was thrown
out to gain altitude, as the ridge was approximately 3700' elevation. JG 28 and 24
drew heavy ground fire crossing the valley and JG 28 lost altitude maneuvering to
avoid ground fire. JG 28 regained altitude, crossed the ridge to a safe area,

and landed at Khe Sanh with no further difficulties.

(.}
7. (J) After escorting JG 28 into Khe Sanh, JG 24 refueled at Landing Zone Stud,
070/7/85 and then returned to the rescue area., Af'ter the area had been worked over,
Crown 2 and Trail 33, advised that 2 Sandy's would go across and evaluate the site
prior to the next attempt. The Sandy aircraft did this and advised that there was
no ground fire. JG 22 had lost UHF contact and was bingo fuel so Crown 2 suggested
JG 24 make the approach. -hile JG 22 was still in the area JG 24 initiated the
approach, dropped tip tanks, and continued in with Sandy's as cover on either side
and Spads behind. Just as JG 2/ transitioned to a hover, the FE called " pull off,
Ground fire" and began returning fire himself. JG 24 began to exit on a pre-sel-
ected heading of 210° when the RCC observed ground fire coming from in front and
above, apparently 50 caliber. JG 24 immediately turned right to 160° and dove
dovn .a ridge line only to find ground fire from below. Upon attaining climb speed,
JG 24 exited the area to the north, At this time JG 22 was critically low on fuel
and had to leave the area to refuel at CH 69, JG 24 advised Trail 33 and Crown 2
that the fire was coming from the ridge to the right of Hellborm 215 and from
"spider” holes immediately below the road. Crown 2 advised JG 2, to go to CI &9 for
fuel. \J‘G 24 RIB'd@ to CH 69 for fuel after advising Crown that the area was still hot.

(t
8. (§) JG 27 contacted JG 24 for an evaluation and JG 2/, advised that the area was
hot. Auntomatic weapons fire was located 20 to 30 yards south & north of the survivor
and that the survivor was below his parachute, not moving or in radio contact. JG
2 further advised that more attempts were ill advised. JG 2/ refueled at CH 69
ai“terﬂi22hadle.ftandwasretumingtotheresctmaraa. After refueling JG 24
was BIB'd to CH 77, arriving at 1010Z. The RCC of JG 24 contacted Queen by land-
line and passed his evaluation and recommendations. Queen called back with JSARC
and the RCC of JG 24 passed the same information and recommendations to JSARC.

C
9. (,39 JG 27 (low position) and JG 23 (high position) arrived in the rescue area
at 0845Z, followed shortly by JG 22 who had returned from CH 69. All 3 JG!s orbited
high awaiting instructions while more CBU and napalm were dropped around tie area.
At 0945Z it was decided to use CBU 19's in an attempt to rescue the survivor, as
all other means had failed. The crews of JG 22, 27 and 33 were instructed to put
their gas masks on in preparation for the CBU 19 and all three crews experienced
the same problem. The microphone fittings in the gas masks were not compatable

with_the crew members helmets., lo Voice o lons were possible either inside

or outside the helicopters with the masks on. A rescue attenpt usin%chiU 19 under
- ———— UP 4
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these circumstances was impossible. In an attempt to find some workable arrangement,
the E on JG 33 volunteered to remove his helmet and use a headset, with which the
gas mask was compatable. The pararescueman used an older type gas mask, which was
compatable with his helmet and the RCCP devised a method of transmitting by putting
his boom mike on his larynx. The RCC of JG 33 had a different type boom mike and
was unable to transmit. Although the communications arrangement was minimm sat-
isfactory the crev of JG 33 felt that an attempt could be made using the system.

)
10. {BL) JG 33 started an approach to the area after the CBU 19 had been dropped
on both sides of the survivor. JG 33 entered a hover and stayed there until be-
ing driven off by ground fire approximately 30 seconds later. While in the hover,
the FE observed the body of the survivor partially covered by the parachute, He
was lying on his back with one leg, which appeared broken, folded back under him.
lle was wearing a gray flying suit. Ho movement was observed. JG 33 left the area
to refuel and landed at CH 103. While refueling, JG 33, 27 and 22 received word
from Crown to RTB. The mission had been cancelled at 1030Z.

0
11, Weather was not a factor until late in the mission when a broken cloud
layer 'formed at 4500' MNSL. Visibility was very good throughout the day, Crew
coordination aboard all Jolly Greens was excellent. Extremely heavy ground fire
including automatic weapons of 30 and 50 caliber and 37AAA were encountered in the
SAR area. The weapons were obviously positioned to protect the road which serves
as a main supply route from Laos to the northern A Shau Valley. Numerous caves,
bunkers and foxholes were observed in the immediate area arcund the downed pilot.
This, combined with the terrain features, made sterilization of the area impossible.

12. (U) Crewmembers of the Jolly Greens were:
Jolly Green 22 Jo Gree:

RCC ANDERSQN, ARTHUR J. MAJ RCC RITTICHIER, JACK C. LT USCG
RCCP DILIQN, JOSEPH J. CAPT RCCP YEEND, RICHARD C. CAPT

FE MALONE, ALVIN A. SGT FE HOLDEN, ELMER L. SSGT

RS HIDMAN, RICKY DB, A1C RS 1I0CKER, JAMES D. SGT

AP HAGERTY, P.E. SSGT

Jolly Green 28 Jolly Green 24

RCC GRIGGS, JERRY M. CAPT RCC STRINGER, HARVIE L. MAJ
RCCP HAGEN, HARRY W. JR. CAPT RCCP WIEGARD, DON W. CAPT
FE CARTER, ODELL SGT FE BALDWIN, ROBERT H. SSGT
RS CASSIDY, ROBERT K. A1C RS NORTHERN, STEVE M. SGT
Jolly Green 27 J

RCC HOAG, STUART H. MAJ RCC BRENNAN, WILLIAM E. CAPT

RCCP BYRD, WILLIAM B. JR. CAPT RCCP ASHLEY, PAUL D. CAPT
FE STUMBAUGH, WINDELL L. SSGT FE RODRIQUEZ, DAVID SGT
RS CLAUDIUS, DOWALD.K. JR. SGT RS CASBEER, SRNEST D. SGT

¥
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Following info received from PARRC {Captain Furakswa), 10/09207 ’@,—a /0

10

The following info is comtained on UNCIASSIFIED 366 CSC Casualty Report 09/12207,

JOLLY GHEEN 23 ON 4 COMBAT MISSION 27 MILES SE OF WHE SANH WAS HIT WHILE
ATTEMPTING RESCUE., ACFT WAS HIT BY AUTOMATIC GROUND FIRE AND (RASHED. 1L

PERSONNEL MISSING IW ACTION,

CREW LIST IS AS FOLLOWS.

{A ASCORDS CHECK INDICATES THAT JG 23 is HH-3E #14710 FROM THE 37 ARHSQ AT DANANG).

ROC  RITTICHIZR, JACK
. & 8258
CP  YEEND, RICHARD C., JR.
CAPT. PV 311954k
FE ROLDEN, EIMIR L.
S5G. AF1B863939¢9
PJ  LOGKER, JAMES D.
SGT, AF157%L661.
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YmRRAQ Mat, Sprdum 1968. o R |
nmthmt of Khe JSanh. Oge survivor wvas located o a8 mnt.ain _

' peak at an altitude of 5400 foct, . ‘Performance 'calénli&?m*in-_ |
.-.-ﬂdicated that a Hwer (7Y wan ﬁspns-:iblo snd the t.ermin m u.n- -
"uit.a.bla fcr lmdsz. Fuel wag again dtmﬂed to the abmlutc

win mum and hover was ent.ered with only 47 reasrve pwer. ‘!'ha

" survivor was hoisted us.ar tte pene*rater A3 & reacue sling and
wvan taken to I..‘_utud where badly needed ,ﬁ.el wag ohtzdned _&
:Sdm-d K. E,ﬁg was the swvivor.

(21)(!1} 1362, '9 Jun 1968 Jolly lircens 33 and 23, ‘strip
&lprt &irc-aft 2t Durmrg, mre scrambled to recover tw pﬂcts 9!
an Am;s' Mhawk dovwnsd the previous evening 35 milea umthmt. or
m.iang. A PAC in tho area ad radio cont.aet uith both pilnt.s but.
waz havi ng diffieuls ty 1oca!;5r-v th-ir exact pos ticm. _'{‘bh rirst
- pilot s a-*c.:mfi near & river’ in dense jun.i'.le and ‘Lhe rucua ua &
nf*e-:.l.ed with Mnm dlﬂ;vult.y. The aeemd n:llot. m luuatet‘!
'tﬂr mimtna later and haiat.ad abcard. The snrvivors vgrn g_a}_g_x_-

. , 52 and 3FL Jemee k. Baird, U3A.

(Eﬁ)(iﬁ'}”:'h-}-m, 9 dun ' a8, & %,ot...l of =ix '*.-1"-' "}rem-‘* 15.

ol ~ers ':am used oy Lhio mim.!-:m to recover a -downad pﬂﬂb 37
miles wust of Hue. Jolly lr\mx 22 and 27 were sorembled. from
Tali mg; :md precesded with the A-2 %-s to the area where a FAC wus

sﬁ:l_:rstay diract...rxg ‘ai> at-r.{:ma arctad MRE CuRViveR, The entire

arin won ‘roportid Lo by axbremely Hocii s with mtomatdie and |



37PRSQ Wist, fpr—tun 19668 18,

HELL & CN‘F .1;\)

' antiaim&tt. uu.puns The survivor uaa lt;eal ted. wa’mrr hia ;:lurao- |

etm_.s a few yard-: rem o road and had a bmm log snd u pcnible

i

broken ars. Fuwercus suppression strikes had mn directed m
th area. Jolly Greasn 22 descended into Lhe' area anﬂ m dﬂivm
‘b!f on both the'ﬁrnt -md sacond a_npmachea by wrtrtmly-honvy -
greund fiye. ' Suppression stri k¥es were again mlled in. Jolly
Greon Zé‘start.ad his thil'd approach and m, driven of £ by Tire
tiat c.amtro& 211 qﬁdfmtn. Jolly Green 72 returned to ﬂ\m for
_‘!‘npi and 23 advised hé,{ﬁuld B‘btmpt. t’ho rescue with gﬁ'ﬁshina-l'rnr
‘hagh cover. J0 I3 started his approack and contimed wnder heavy

'fif-a tmbil initiating a Mv&r over tNi éur*vimr. The o.ttim;'it.' vay

aborted and A ucmd approach with more sunships. lmd n-'.t's rm-

cover was nt&rtad. JG 73 sustained !unvy damaze to hia left aide

in the hover énd crashed apamxiutely 1200 m{-m rrm the eur-~

vivor. prm crashdng,’ [T adreraft \mt. enveloped 4in -
ﬂaﬂm Int.nm fire uwpgeu S.cr striken were again uanad 1n to
strrmu the area. Jul._y !}run p | mim in the mnua zrea

| and was clesred in for an atiampted rescue. . JG 28 cmme to a hover

| and vas uusmrip‘g for tha pidmp when extz-mly-lhutvy.’;gmm!
| Ztre from a1l dirdotionn cpened up on thew. A divirg exit was

ini‘éiitad' 24 “Lho dﬂfi’:. engine shut down becavse of firs. Tho FAC

m&my{.‘mm 24 socortéd JG 28 fren " “ter he was able

| o salo encugh altitude So XTdr the ridpea fn the arer. Aftar



ARGSq Rdat, ipe-Jun 1968 ‘ s 19.
‘the arca had beon worked mr, Jolly Green 24 Nfﬁﬂltd and N-
'-tamad for another arproach, Just as JiF 2k trnmitimed t.e a
‘_hover, intense g'mum {ire wns remrtnd by t.‘he FE and an oxlf \mr
1ﬂatad. : Jonyi“mn 33 started sn a.pm'oach mm t}m axwm attar
asappreas.icn h&d been droppoﬂ on both sidea n.i‘ the mtrvivor, only :
| to be driven orr- arain by ground fire. The barc ot Jolly‘ Gmn 33
"cbmrwd the tmiwr ;.aﬂ.ia..L m&ﬂ by th mnuhm and no
mmt s cbssrved, The mission was termimated. '
. (23}{0_} 1_-_:-)75,”"9 .!_un B, A tatal cf six Jolly Gmn Mliw _
uu;,a.m yero' nsod on ‘:.?L;ls missien to mcmr a dmd ?-105 pilct.
fﬁnntaz- Lend) 25 mﬂm e:;rfhca“’ of Domg ra. Jolly Creen 07 and
23 ware smﬂblad frs:m l"‘tmnsl: Tri and Jolly Jroen 29 s di‘nrbed
Krom . swm.’u e orbif tv & ’bos:ltim off tha coast whila mrma &ir
':it:'.*.h'-"! wers salled *n to au;,pa-em the atrmly heavy aut,mtiu .
ww-:ms and- mtiad'-crm positions in the area. J0 28 mmeﬁ
f‘.igh!, emtm?. fl.ﬂuw uﬂ “d;tmd to ":.an? o 8 for m::tenanoa,
lr& .-ahantwn’c.ly wasn, &aaigmd to miosion 1=363. An F—-&-m h_it
Curlng cna ct' the etaikak -n‘u ..aﬁg’- ﬁ.!‘h. Eo‘h ﬁ:.‘..lutli rsm‘i‘nmﬂ
s bt advaraft witil over the wier and then uioet.ed. Jolly |
Cecea OF 20d 29 had -u-ﬁmz_.l eontast ard both pilots were pi tked ’p
_ am:rhdinf.aly Wy 30 CF Lus nﬁlu off the coast. The pilots’ \era
Ties te Guang el ieer KLEh 0T O7 refatred 1t 29 fop tha SIR

airrart, 3% 3Y wis Sliverta Fren the' s urocn orbit to Beak uw



