



































Det 13, 3RARRG, Hist, Apr-Jun 62 9
constituted one non-conhst save,

Mission Number 13-38-23 - 5 May 63. Det 13, 33ARRSq w~s requested ty

the 37th TFW Command Post to pick up three US Army soldiers suffering
fror severe runshot wounds in hostile mountrins 20 miles north o" Thu
Crt AB. UH-1F punships snd Spooky (AC-L7) aircraft provided cover
2nd Flsres. Tedico 22 rroceeded to rick ur two of the soidiers vy
hoist while Fedro 21 rreovided hich cever, Pedro 21 then picked up
the remsining secldier. ALl three soldicrs were delivered te Tui Nhon
frry Hospital., TPedro 22 rnd Fedro 21 received ground fire during the
mission. Fedro 22 received on hit in the tail section. The mission
constituted three comh~t szves.

¥ission Number i3-38-29 - 7 M~y €3, DNet 13, 38ARKSq »v-cu-ted one

US!T serpgernt suffering “rom » severe atscessed tooth to Tui Fhon
*rmy Hospital., No save inveolved.

Fission Number 13-28-3C - 9 May €3, Det 13, 38'ili% evreurted one

™

USAT =ilimen with valaris =nd one Vietnrmese baby with third degree

3

urns over 3% o7 its ho'y te the Gui Fhon Army Hospitsl. The mis-
sion constituted ore non-cent-t srve (Vietnomese hoty,.

Mission Number 13-3%-21 - 10 Mry €3, Det 13, 3%\RRSq evrcurted one

USA soldier su”fering “rom osteomylitis to the Zui Nhon Army Hosnitel.
No save invelved,

Mission Mumher 13-39-32 - 1 Iy é2, Det 13, 382L0R3Sq ev: cunted one

Vietnmcse child suifering from eitensive head injuries, shock, treken
collar bone »nd ~rm to the Gui Nhon Army Hospitnl. The mission con-

stituted one non-combat sove,
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Det 14, 38th ARRSq 13
Hist, Apr - Jun 1968

so they were able to walk on bocrd the helicopter, Pedro was untble
to avoid flying over hostile territory on takeoff, During takeoff,
Razorback 45 advised us to take eovasive action because we were
receiving ground fire, Also, we learned that the downed crew had
been under light sniper fire prior to our arrival, No battle

damage was received by Pedro 46, There were no injuries, ZLater
information revealed that friendly forces were in heavy contact with
110 enemy troops in the immediats vicinity, The Razorback crew was
returned to their helicopter pad where they crewed up another heli-
copter and went back to war, The mission was termineted at 1515
hours (local), Five Combat Saves are claimed. Crew Members: RGC
Captain P,D, McComb; RCCP - Major D,L. Jordon; MI' - TSgt R, Rodriguez;
FE - SSgt W,R, Gladish,

2+ Rescue/Recovery Mission, 14-38-05-5 May 68, 2 Sorties - 0+30
hours, The alert crew was notified by crash telephone at 1949 hours
(local) that an unknown aircraft was down and burning on the west
side of Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Pedro 46 was ajirborne with the FSK
at 1950 hours., It turned out to be a Vietnamese Air Force C.47
flare ship and its location was about 500 yards outside the base
perimeter, Pedro 46 arrived on scene at 1952 hours and deployed
the FSK, the firemen and medic, The cabin and cockpit were already
engulfed in flames, Shortly after the firefighters began cutting
their path, the flares in the cabin of the C-47 began exploding,

sending sparks and flames more than 100 feet high, By this time
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Det 14, 38th ARRSq 14
Hist, Apr = Jun 1968

the whole inside of the fugyelage was completely gutted with flames,
The firefighters got close enougn to determine thet one body was
completely burned and partlally nutilated, At this point, the
co-pilot saw five survivors approximately 50 yards from the wreckage.
Since there was obviously no hope for any survivors inside the Ca47,
attention was diverted to the injured survivors, The medic trested
the most seriously injured survivor (compound fracture, leg). He
was placed in the helicopter on a litter. Two other survivors with
seemingly less serious injuries were taken on bosrd the helicopter,
The remaining two survivors, with no apparent injuries, returned

to Tan Son Nhut in a Security Police jeep that had arrived on scene,
The crew and helicopter were recciving ground fire from a village
just south of the wreckage durins the whole operation, Vietnamese
Army troops arrived after about [ive minutes and set up a perimeter
defense for us, Tan Son Nhut tower scrambled one Army UH-1B gunship
(Razorback 42) to give airborne cover. The Razorback received ground
fire while orbiting above the crash site, No hits were taken by the
Pedro crew or helicopter, The t.ree injured survivors were taken

to Tan Son Bhut and transferred 'o a waiting ambulance at 2010 hours.
There was no further need for Pe.iro which returned to the alert pad
and terminated at 2020 hours. The FSK was left at the scene to be
picked up when the area becomss —ore secure, It is significant to
add that SSgt Green and Sgt BEvar- continued to fight the fire with

no regard for their personal saf.ty even though the pyrotechnics
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Det 14, 38th ARRSq 15
Hist, Apr - Jun 1968

were exploding and they were unloer sniper fire, The Medic, T gt
Rodriguez, calmly and efficiently administered first aid under .ese
same conditions, Three combat raves are claimed., Crew Members:
RCC - Captain P,D, McComb; RCCP - Major D.L, Jordon; MT - TSgt R,
Rodriguez; RS - SSgt E, Green; R3 ~ Sgt J,R, Bvans,

3. Rescue/Recovery Mission, 1/.38.06-14 Moy 68. 1 Sortie - 05
hours. The primary alert crew was alerted at 08402 by Salgon tower
that an Army CH-6A helicopter was down southeast of Saigon at UIM
coordinates X5900/915, The alert crew was girborne in Pedro 46 at
0845Z, The avrea was located, hovever the aircraft wreckage was not
spotted until the dowmed crew irnited a MK-18 smoke flare (time was
approximately 0900Z), Helicopter gunship cover was requesto
through Paris Control (Saigon GCI); however after some delay, Paris
advised thut no gunships were awnilable. Pedro 79 arrived on the
scene and assumed a high bird or:it for cover, The Pedro 46 crew
elected to take a close look to Jetermine the security of the area,
From a lower altitude, Vietnamess Army troops were observed in the
area., Pedro landed at the scen= at 0903Z, while Pedro 79 maint.
tained high bird cover., The CE.0A was badly damaged, but the crew
of two wag uninjured, Pedro 46 and crew remained on the ground
for approximately ten minutes where the Army crew stripped their
helicopter of weapons and other vital equipment, At 09132 Pedro
46 was airbornme headed for tne survivors home base of Di An, RVN,

Pedro 46 returned to Tan Son Nhut after delivering the survivors
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NEWSLETTER OF THE 41st AEROSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY WING

TIRITITEE

March 1870

PACAF RP 64-1

3rd GROUP GETS CROSS OF GALLANTRY

TAN SON NHUT AB. Republic ol
Vietmam 7AF - -The Viernamese Unit
citution streamer of the Cross of Gallan-
tryv with Palm was awarded 1o the 3rd
Acrospace Rescue and Recovery Group
t3rd ARRGp) in recent ceremonics.

Maj. Gen. Thrn Van Minh, comman-
der. Republic of Vietnam Air Force
{(VNAFYL attached the streamer to the
suidon of the 3rd ARRGp and presented
medils to the commander and vice com-

‘mander of the unit before a formation of

VNAT uirmen in front of VNAF Head-
quarters.
The members of the 3rd ARRGp.

SOME OF THE REASONS for the most recent honor {Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry
with Palm) bestowed upon the much-decorated 3rd Aerospace Rescue and Recovery
Group are represented in this montage. In the midst of all the activity pictured above
is the group's shield, prociziming that its men proceed to the rescue despite adversity.

YNAF COMMANDER
PLACES STREAMER
ON UNIT'S GUIDON

responsible for search and rescue in an
arca covering more than a million square
miles in Southeast Asia (SEA). were cited
for saving the lives of 2.406 people,
including 317 Vietnamese. during the
period of Jan. 8, 1966, through July 28,
1969.

The citation was signed by Gen. Cao
Van Vien, Chiel. Joint Staff. Republic of
Vietnam Armed Forces.

The citation emphasized that the res-
cuemen had performed thousands of
flights evacuating wounded soldiers. in-
cluding more than 1.900 in February,
1968. It also praised 18 missions flown
1o save VNAF crewmembers and aircraft
involved in four crashes.

MISSION CITED

A rescuce performed on an aireraft
which crashed May 5. 1968, while on a
flare dropping mission some 500 meters
from Tan Son Nhut AB. wus also des-
cribed:

“The aircraft was in Names und in
danger of cxplosion because of the 1Tares
but, with traditional bravery of the
HH-43 Pedro crewmembers of the 3nd
ARRGp. they rescued all the crew-
members of the downed plane who were
still in the cockpit.™ the citation read.

Air Force rescuemen in SEA v the
HH-3 Jolly Green” 1H1-43 “Pedro”
and the TTH-53 “BUT 1 welicopters.

A specially equipped version of the
C-130 Hercules aireralt serves as an aerial
commamd post and refucling tanker for
the helicopters during rescue missions,

One of the most highly decorated
units in Air Foree History. the 3rd
ARRGp wus recently awarded ifs second
Presidential Unit Citation for ., | extra-
ordinary heroism in combat from Julv |,
1967, to Jan. 31, 1969."

GROUP COMMANDER

Col. Maleolm €. Frazee. who has held
NUEMErous rescue assignments since 1945,
commands the 3rd ARRGp. Col. Fred-
erick V. Sohle. Jr.. with 10 years of Air
Rescue experience. is vice commander.

Col. Hollon . Bridges. former com-
mander of the unit, who now serves as
deputy director for operations of the
60th Military Airlift Wing at Travis AFB.
Calif., was cited for his leadership and in-
spiration during the period of the award.
Although he couldn’t attend the cere
mony. he also was awarded the Cross ol
Gallantry with Palm.












































































































Det 14, 38th ARRSq 15
Hist, Apr - Jun 1968

were exploding and they were unior sniper fire, The Medic, Tzt
Rodriguez, calnly and efficiently administered first aid under .rese
seme conditions, Three combat raves are claimed. Crew Members:
RCC - Captain P,D, McComb; RCCP - Major D,L, Jordon; MT - TSgt R,
Rodriguez; RS - SSgt B, Green; R3 - Sgt J,R, Bvans,

3+ Rescue/Recovery Mission, 14-38-06-14 May 68, 1 Sortie . O+i5
hours, The primary alert crew was alerted at 08402 by Saigon tower
that an Army CH-6A helicopter was down southeast of Saigon at UTM
coordinates XS900/915, The alert crew was alrborne in Pedro 46 at
08452, The area was located, hovever the aircraft wreckage was not
spotted until the downed crew irnited a MK-18 smoke flare (time was
approximately 0900Z), Helicoptcr gunship cover was requesto?
through Paris Control (Saigon GCI); however after some delsy, Paris
advised thut no gunships were available, Pedro 79 arrived on the
scene and assumed 2 high bird oriit for cover. The Pedro 46 crew
elected to take a close look to .letermine the security of the area,
From a lower altitude, Vietname:ze Army troops were observed in the
area, Pedro landed at the scene at 0903Z; while Pedro 79 maintw
tained high bird cover. The OH.{A was badly damaged, but the crew
of two was uninjured, Pedro 46 and crew remained on the ground
for approximately ten minutes where the Army crew stripped their
helicopter of weapons and other vital equipment, At 09132 Pedro
46 was airborme headed for tne survivors home base of Di An, RVN,

Pedro 46 returned to Tan Son Fhut after deliVering the survivors
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Det 14, 38th ARRSq 16
Hist, Apr - Jun 1968

and their equipment to Di An, The mission was terminated at 0930%Z,
The Army crew advised us that the area several meters north of the
crash scene was occupied by a lar:e enemy force of division size,
Iater investigation revealed that the area was hot, however,
neither helicopter received ground fire during the operation, Two
combat saves gre claimed, Crew ligmbers: RCC - Captain P.D, McComb
RCCP - Major D,L, Jordon; MI = Tzt R, Rodriguez; FR - Sgt G.J,
Wiersma, Pedro 59: RGC - Major P,L, Ricej; RCCP - Captain H,L,
Piercepy RS ~ Sgt J. L, Ball,

4» Rescus/Recovery Mission, 14-38-07-13 Jun 68, 3 Sorties - 1420
hours., Det 14 was notified by JGARC, at 0910L, thuat an Army UH.-1
helicopter had gone down 22 nm from Tan Son Nhut on the 220 degree
radiel of Tan Son Nhut TACAN, Pcdro 46, low bird, and Pedro 79,
high bird, launched at (0920L. No difficulty was encountered
enroute, Weather was 2000 scattoered, Parls Control relayed
information to us enroute including artillery advisories and
notification that UH~1 gunships had arrived on scene. The two
helicopters arrived on scene at 0940. Although we were notified
of enemy activity in the vicinity, the area of the crash site was
quiet. The four crewmembers of the downed helicopter were uninjured
and were waiting beside their airnraft with a considerable amount
of guns and ammunition, Doth helicoplers landed and onelcaded tyo
crewmembers each, 2 M~60's and s-veral hundred pounds of ammunition,
The two helicopters took off again at 0945 and proceeded to Tan An
AB, where the survivors and cargoe were off-loaded, The Pedros then

returned to Tan Son Nhut, The mission terminated gt 1040. Four
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In dang
epture if
‘Eree and ifted to safety, Ty
"fimes he let himgelt down on
Tescue hoist (a cable with
arrow-like forest penetrator
the end) from a helicopter to :
help make 2" save, They were any-
thing bt rotitine.- : - 4
- On one mission, when he got
tlése tp the ground, “? could es .
:big stikes and Eun;li-suckm all §
.around, I told the helieopter to
-leave when 1 got off the holst” ¥

" He moved a short- distance end
Iell into a deep hole, ™1 thought
At was the end," he sald, “The §
 hola - was full of -thiek thorn §
“bushes, It took me 20 minutes to B

‘get out”. . . . B
., He found one man, cut in halt,
.and the-charred remains of the @
. Army Chinook helicopter, Roepy- B
torff set out in a search pattern B
around the helicopter {0 locate.
.the other man, . .
About 30 yards away I found ‘B
_him, ‘Then Y-heard shooting rear-
by.- T knew that the. friendly per I8
gonnel. who had joined in the B
search and I would have to get BB
-out fast,
*The man I found had 2 se-. B8
vere chest Injury and feactures of
an arm and both legs, 1 grabbed :
and ran®" . i
* Roepstorff's party was the
center of enemy attention, and
the yolmfﬂ sergeant provided
covering rifle fire as other mem.
bers of the party were reeled
into the hovering helicopter in
the face of intense fire and

Erenades,

" “You don't think about it at the
time,” Roepstorff said, “It’s a job,
- and you- just can’t think sbout It

I¢ you do, you're no good to any:
body.” ' . '

HQ. MAC,-SCOTT
Considered “too puny,” &
old pararescueman di
man-sized wartime o

, i

pounds, he was considered’ ty

- puny for the job of saving downé

- pllots and aircrewmen as a mei

ber of the Aerospace Rescue afi

- Recovery Serviee’s famed Mar

Berets, the elits pararescue
cialists :

achievement. Pregentation
made here recently, by Lt. G
James W. Wilson, vice comma
#r, Military Alrlift Command.
There are but 360 men in-th
Air Force qualified to wes
maroon beret,
Roepstorf! flew 282 miaal

In Southeast Asle during

13-month tour, most of the
& crewman aboard ;

[T
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Hission Number 13-28-73 ~ 10 =y (3, Det 13, 38ALRSy evocunted one

Korern civilien severly injured in a mortsr atbtack to the Qui Nhen
Army Hospite’. The missicon constituted one non-ccorbalt save.

Mission MNumber 13-38-34 ~ 11 ¥ay £9, Det 13, 381RRSq evocuated one

Vietnemese chilid with miner cuts »nd slight concussion to the Qui

+

Fhen Army Hospital. Neo seve invelved.

Mission Number 13-38-35 - 13 M~y (2, Det 13, 382RRSq evacunted one

Vietnamese girl with encerhrlitis to the Cul Nhon Army Hospital. No

save invelved.

Iission Numwber 13-38-36 — 16 May &3.' Det 13, 38iERSq evacusted one

10

USAT sirmen with 2 broken leg to ui Nhen Arpy Hospitsl. Yo save in-

roived.

Mission Number 13-38-37 - 17 Vev (8, Det 13, 78&RRSq scrankled Fedro

21 on a crashed T-1CC with 2 reported good chute. The surviver was
loceted 2nd hoisted zboeoard the aireraft. Pedro 21 returned to FPhu
Cat AE with the pilot. The mission constituted one combat save.

Mission Humber 13-3%-38 ~ 19 Moy (8, Del 13, 38A0RGq evacunted cne

USIF nirman with scute disrrhs to the Cul Nhon Army Hospitzi. e
save involved.

Mission Number 13-3A-39 — 21 M=y £33, Det 13, 328270i8q evacusted one

USLT airman with a clasped Jung to the Cui Nhon Army Hospital. No
save involved.

Mission Number 13-38-40 —~ 21 1=y 3, Det 13, 324RASqg evacuzted one

UZF nirmsnr with he=d injuries to the Tui thon Army Hospitsl. No

eave invelvad.
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