


CIT.AT1ON TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 

THE AIR FORCE CROSS 

TO 

THOMAS A. NEWMAN 

The Presidcnt. or the United Statue of America, authorized by Title 
10, Section 8742, United States Code, awards the Air Force Cross 
to Sergeant Thomas A. Newman for extraordinary heroism in. mili-
tary operations against an opposing armed force as an HH-3E Heli-
copter Parareseue Specialist in Southeast Asia,  on 30 May 1968. 
On that date, Sergeant Newman voluntarily descended into a hostile 
jungle environment to rescue a downed Air Force pilot. With com-
plete disregard for his own life, and hampered by darkness and 
concentrated automatic weapons fire, he requested the rescue heli-
copter above him to enter a nearby orbit, both for the safety of the 
crewmernbers, and to prevent the hovering aircraft from establish-
ing the survivors location for the tuarlendly ground rorees. When 
*he 1...;.11...,4 14,4., 4. t.%44. ii J, 1 st; to %AA x..-1/41 thy 146 U d clIi. L  1/./Ct4l Lo 
the forest penetrator anc.1 proteeted him with hits own body as they 
ascended to the helicopter. Through his extraordinary heroism, 
superb airmanship, and aggresoiveness, Sergeant Newman reflect-
ed the highest credit upon himself and the United States Air rorce, 



DEPARTMENT Or TUE A I R FORCE 
WASHINGTON 

SP!1AL *ORDER 	 5 March 1969 
GB— 111 

The Ohenuy Award for 196A is awarded to SERGEANT THOMAS A NEWMAN, 
A1718E17854, who distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism and 
valor in connection with military operations against an opposing 
armed force as an HR-32 Fararescue Specialist in Southeast Asia on 
30 May 1968.  On that date, SERGEANT NEWMAN voluntarily doacended 
into a hostile jungle environment to rescue a downed Air Force pilot. 
With complete disregard for his own life, and hampered by darkness 
and concentrated automatic weapony fire, he requested the rescue 
helicopter above him to enter a nearby orbit, both for the safety of 
the erewmemhnrs and to prevent the hovering aircraft from revealing 
the survivor's position to the untrienaly around forri.a, When the 
rescue helicopter returned for the pickup, SERGEANT NEWMAN was 
severely injured in the first hoist attempt. Nevertheless, he 
succeeded in securing the injured pilot to the forest penetrator 
end protected him with his own body from hostile fire as they 
ascended to the helicopter. SERGEANT NEWMAN'S courageous act reflects 
the highest credit upon himself and the United States Air Force. 

BY ORDER OF THE SECRt.:TARY OF' rim AIR FORCE 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR DECORATION 	 • .DATE 	1. 

--..11(0,044.1olion And adE04.) 

3rd Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Group 
APO96307 ' 

[ FROM Otponirolion and Oddtel.) 
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APO  96310 

RECOMMENDATION 

RECOMMEND INDIVIDUAL INDICATED BE AWARDED 

I. NAME OF DECORATION (.144kAT•4444,44E4 OW.... 

Z. RECOMMENDATION IS RASED ON 

(2 HEROISM 

0 MERITORIOUS SERVICE 
• II.N.4 on compleN4posiod nI serv ■ ce/ 

b OUTSTANDING ACHIEvE WHY 

II ..s•p•PwWw' 	4 ,2  

2. INCLUSIVE DATE(S) Of 	CT, 	CHIEVE;ENT OR SERVICE 

, 	
.....___ 
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X4OX 	ON 

30 May 1968 	
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I TO 

, 	pvioromp.t.1,1mA ONvmssA% 

• 4. LAST NAME • row NAME t's .MIDUIP INITIAL • 
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. Surizoo.nL.P2e4.__....._ 
F. PRESENT ORGANIZATION AND STATION 	. 

Dot 1,• 40th ARHS (MAC)• PAS HNPTO 
JOLA.L_3_6310 	• 

0 PRESENT MITT ASSIGNMENT 

• 
• Pararoscuo_SP9Oialist 

9. PERMANENT HOME ADDRESS 

2709 M. 36th. St 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53210 

10. ORGANIZATION OF NEXT DUTY ASSIGNMENT III opoUtabl.) 

,•• 
N/A• 	........_.. 
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NARRATIVE DESCRIRIION (DesNiptIon of fh• go, othio..m.nf or wok. ,Wing opecific dom., ol000t end foot. If oddfbonol 'PO. it 	 • AMM 
8 	r 	ood pop. oho loN thool of wh ■ ch Nod bo •bo. by My remonmoodinb 	 • 

(,.-30 May 1968 Sergeant Newman was scrambled to recover an F-105 pilot shot 
wn by 37mm anti-aircraft fire west of Kho Shan. While enroute to the survivor's 
sition, he was advised the pilot had broken an arm following bail out and would 
quire assistance getting on the forest penetrator. sergeant Newman immediately 
•untoored to descend on the hoist to assist the injured airman. Major Reagan, the 

then briefed Sergeant Newman that the arca into which ho would be placed 
to withim,range of several anti-aircraft woapons, and contained concentrated un-
7iendly ground forcoo with hand-hold automatic weapons. Sorgoant Newman checkod 
id preparod his goar for hoist descant. iho poor vioibility caused by approaching 
irknoos hampered the parareoeuo specialist's chancoo of °valuating the oroa, and 
7ienting himsolf towards the best escape route should ho be required to evade groun 
>mop until the following day. When the rescue holicoptor was callod in following 
so storilization of the area by tho fighter escort aircraft, Sergeant Newman hoard 
so downed pilot state that his injuries prevented him from igniting a smoke flare t 
inpoint his position beneath the jungle canopy. Onco the rescue holicoptor came to 
hovor'over the downed airman's suspected poeition, it was ovident he could not be 
son beneath the dark jungle unloos the pararoscuo specialist was put down to direot 
he rescue helicopter over the survivor. Sergeant Newman then secured himself to th 
°rest penetrator and was lowered to the ground. Ho established radio contact imme-
ate/y with Oe hovering holicoptor; however, he was unable to talk to the downed 
rewman. Beneath the dense foliage tho pararescue specialist found it too dark to 
oo more than a few feet. He immediately began an expanding circle search for the 
urvivor and completed one circuit without success when he saw the hovering helicopp 
or oubjoeted to automatic weapons firo from the ridge above him. Because of tho 
oip rem the holicoptor ho wan unnhlo to hoar tho uufriondly forces surrounding hi 
nd,aaring for tho oafoty of tho erowomboro above him and roolizing the aircraft 
tovo him would draw tho onomy to hin position, ho requested the moose:, helicoptor 
.opart until he could locate Lilo downod pilot. Au the helicopter dopartod tho urea, 
lo..obeerved it wacesubjectud.to hoavy sutomaLis weapons lire. Aftor the departure o 
•ho htlicoptor the parar000tse (specialist hoard a shot ond caught a glimpse of a muz-
llo flash in his poripheral vision. Unablo to pinpoint the source, and unwilling to 
poyaway,his.popition or risk a shot that could hit the survivor, Sergeant Nowman 
Iroppedlto_th°,ground.and began crawling towards the shot. Within seconds another 
shot allowed him to pinpoint the source, and for a fraction of a second illuminated 
she person .firing; believing this to be the downed pilot, Sergeant Newman, with com-
sletodiaregard for his own life should the survivor mistake him for hostiles. and...: 
fire at him, and risking that his voico might give away his position to the hostile 
Corcos Surrounding him, called to the survivor and boson inching his way:to the 
oaroly visible injured man. Once asnurod ho had found the survivor, he quickly cut 
him free of his lifo preserver, G-auit, and survival gear. AG he worked he could coo 
muzzlo flashoo and hear weapons firing, both towards his position and at the aircraft 
orbiting above. The pararescue specialist and the pilot could hear people moving 
25: TYPED NAME, GRADE AND TITLE Op,INOIVIDUAt INITIATING 

	
26. SIG 

RECOMMENDATION. 

"JOSEPH L. -WELLS, Lt Gel, USAF 
Commander 	  

22, ATTACKMENTS 

NUMBER 	 DESCRIPTION (CIloiion and toppoffloti stomomott ofd other offklel 6ocomonf61 

'Citation,, 



it'd item 24, AF Form 642, Air Force Cross recommendation for Sergeant Thomas A. 
Neiman, 016817854) 

through the brush as they closed in on their position. Sergeant Newman advised the 
crew of the orbiting rescue helicopter that ho would bo shutting off his radio for a 
few minutes to evaluate the situation before calling them in and subjecting them to 
close and accurate fire. For the next 10-20 minutes ho and the pilot remained 
motionless no they kept watch around thorn for signs of unfriondly forcon. This ap-
parently prevented the hostile troops from pinpointing their position, and when tho 
noise of movement in the undorgrowth appoared to ho dying away, Sorgeant Newman  
called in the rescue holicopter for a pickup. Once again ground fire was received 
as the helicopter came into a hover and lowered the penetrator. As Sergeant Newman , 
turned to assist tho injured crewman in getting on tho hoist, ho lost sight of the 
ponotrator in the darkness; aftor confusing the cablo for one of the many Vines in 
the area ho finally located the hoist lino and realized thoro was considorablo excess 
cable on the ground; unable to follow it to the forest ponotrator, he requested tho 
hovering helicopter take up the slack. Apparontly this statement was minintorprotod, _ 
and before he became aware that he was standing in the midst of tangled hoist lino, 
the cable was reeled in catching him around the ankle and jorking him inverted. With 
the violence of the jolt, ho lost his weapon; his radio, though secured to his vent,' 	. 
foil from his grasp. Before ho could react the cable had become taut and locked to 
his ankle pulling him, feot first up through the jungle. From his inverted position 
he could coo muzzle flashes within 50-75 yards of himself and the rescue helicopter. • 
His body became entangled in a tree, and his log and ankle were violently wrenched as 
I' was pulled through tho branches by ohoor force. Ho wont through the second tree 
copy; dangling invortod above the tr000, ho rotriovod hi o radio with the strap 
securing it to bin voot, and notified tho helicopter crow ho won tonglod in tho onblo 
and requested to be put back on the ground. At this point ho was 70-80 foot nbovo the 
ground, and within 20 foot of the hollooptor; ho could dimly coo the ponotrator hang-
ing some 30 foot below him. Au ho wan lowered hood-fir:It to the ground through the 
foilago he wan able to uoo his hando to avoid becoming entangled in the trees. Drop-
ping through the second canopy, hia downward motion woo momentarily arrootod loosening 
the cable around his ankle, and ho fall the last 20 feet to tho jungle floor, brooking 
the impact with his hands and spraining his loft wrist. By then the survivor had 
reached the penetrator, and Sergeant Newman quickly secured the injured pilot, strapped 
himself on, and then advised the rescue helicopter they were ready. The unfriendly 
forces were firing with increasing accuracy an the survivor, protected by the para-
rescue specialist's body, won lifted out of the junglo and onfoly secured on the holi-
ooptor. During the return flight to homo ban° Sorgeant Newman model a thorough inepoc-
tion of the survivor's woundn, applied splints to his brokon loft arm, chocked his 
dislocated right shoulder, oloanod a wound on his head, and treated him for shock. Ho 
then made the pilot an comfortable as pouoiblo until he was turnod over to the flight . 
surgeon upon landing at home station. 

J PH L. WELLS, Lt Col, USAF 
'Commander 

1 4 PUG 96 
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1. Dy di.s.ut...ivu a 11,‘: r.......J.J,“L )  DOT WOHAD A HDSMAN, A1?14V17254, ia 

awarlled the Air Force Cross fur extrnordinary heroism while participating 
in military operations against an opposing armed force on 30 May 68. 

2, Dy direction of the President, MAJ J LYNN MeBRIDE, PR65427 1  is awarded 
the Legion of Merit for except:Jon:113y meritorious conduct in the performmoo 
of outstandi.t. service from 3 Sep 64 to 1 Aug 68. 

DY ORDER plf THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE 
OF 

ft 
OFFICIAL „. 

J..p. MuCONNELL, 4eneral, USAF . 
Chief of Staff 

JOHN 	 olonc i USAF . 	 DISTRIBUTION 
Director of Administrative Services 	 00 

GB-521 



MISSION REPORT 31 MAY 68, Sgt. Thomas A. Newman, AF16817854 

On 30 may 68, we were scrambled to aid an F-105 pilot who had ejected over hostile 
territory. We took off immediately, and during the flight to his position, were notified that he had 
sustained a broken arm and would require assistance in getting on the forest penetrator. In 
checking my equipment, I discovered that the helmet connection to one of my radios was 
inoperative, and decided that although there would be an element of danger, it would be to my 
advantage to leave my helmet behind and maintain two-way communications. 

Upon arriving in the area, a brief search was made and the survivor was located. I 
relieved myself of my safety harness, parachute, and helmet and was lowered to the ground by 
the flight engineer. (I also left my medical kit. as I expected to just grab the survivor, get him on the hoist, and 
get Out of there.) I immediately established radio contact with the aircraft and looked around for 
the survivor. When I couldn't see him, I began an expanding circle search pattern trying to 
locate him. After one circuit without success, I decided to have the aircraft depart the area, as 
they had been picking up ground fire from the ridge above me. I told them three times to raise 
the cable and depart the area before my message was intercepted. As the helicopter pulled out, 
it became entangled in the dense brush, but was pulled free before I could reach it to free it. (1 
didn't know it at the time, but when the penetrator tore free of the trees, it snapped up and half-hitched around the 
landing gear taking my aircraft out of commission.) As they flew over the ridge I was on, they were 
subjected to very heavy automatic weapons fire. 

Suddenly there was a blast and I saw a muzzle flash in my right peripheral vision. I hit 
the ground and almost opened fire in the direction of the shot. But as I did not have a specific 
target, I decided that it would be better not to chance a miss and give away my position. I 
crawled a few feet toward the shot to get a better look, and the person fired again. This time I 
could make out a person, and was aiming to fire (had him in my sight picture and was squeezing the 
trigger) when it occurred to me that his shot hadn't been fired in my direction. I then thought it 
might be the survivor and held my fire. Not wanting to give away my position in case it was an 
enemy, I yelled, "Hey!" Keeping him in my sights. Had he made the slightest move in my 
direction I would have fired, as I could still not make out who it was. He sat perfectly still and 
yelled back, "Up here!" As I was still not sure whether or not he was friend or foe, I let him see a 
little movement from where I was (wiggled the bushes with my foot), and when he still didn't fire at 
me, I moved around to come at him from behind. (It turned out that he thought the helo was leaving him, 
and had tried to signal them with his .38ca1 tracer rounds.) 

As I came up to him, the first thing I did was to take away his weapon (due to his previous 
shots it was imprinted in my mind that he was an enemy, even after I could see him, and I kept my weapon trained 
on him until I had disarmed him), and cut him out of his flight and survival gear. Throughout this time, 
there were occasional bursts of small and automatic weapons fire from the hill and ridge above 
us. After each burst the pilot would tell me, "that's only the fighters, that's only the fighters!" I 
knew that it was enemy forces, but let the pilot believe what he would We told me later that he knew 
it was enemy fire too, but was afraid I would leave if I knew it). None of their shots came within several 
yards of us so it was obvious that they were only trying to flush us out, and shooting at the 
aircraft. 

It was now getting darker and we could hear people moving through the brush 
searching for us and firing sporadically through the brush. Rather than call the aircraft in and 
subject them to close-range ground fire, as well as giving away our own position I called the 
helicopter and told them that I was closing communications so as not to be given away by my 
radio static. I told them I would be off the radio for 10-20 minutes. I then shut off my radio, got 
the pilot closer to the ground and a little more comfortable, and watched the shadows for 
movement. (The end man in the enemy sweep came closer than 50 ft of where we were hiding behind a fallen 
u-cc) 

After a period of time, the noises in the brush had ceased, I called the chopper and told 
them we were ready for pick-up. As they came in, they received very little small arms fire. I 
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Robert LaPointe 

From: Tom Newman [tanewman@wans.net] 

Sent: 	Thursday, November 21, 2002 12:58 PM 

To: 	Robert LaPointe 

Subject: AFC Mission 

Bob -- 

Good to hear from you. I received your email with interest. I've always hated the dramatic license Airman  
Magazine  took with their version of my mission. I can assure you I never crawled around the jungle floor on my 
knees muttering to myself (bar rooms are another matter entirely!). But I enjoyed how you put the letter and article 
together anyway. I also found myself trying to remember whether I had shared Col. Phillips' letter to my Mom with 
you after Pits' MOH ceremony (I'm probably having a senior moment) or if you got it somewhere else. 

At risk of adding to your work or overloading you with more info than you want, I scanned my original mission 
report into a MSWord doc, and have attached it here as well. I added some after-thoughts and filled in a few facts 
where I thought it would be helpful (parentheses, blue, smaller font). It surprises me how little detail I wrote at the 
time, but it's still the most — I should say only accurate account of what happened. I know you understand how 
media stories take on lives of their own, and I would very much appreciate you sharing the story as it really 
happened, without the dramatic crap Airman added to "spice it up". I always thought it was pretty exciting as is. 

I also have a couple of pictures you may find useful, but I will send them separately to keep the file size 
manageable. Two are of Col. Norman P. Phillips and I in the NKP dispensary the following day, and the other one 
it me receiving the AFC from Gen. Howell M. Estes Jr. at NKP in about Aug 68. 

Best of luck with your ongoing endeavor. Please let me know if I can be of any further help. 

Warm regards, 

Tom 

!I/28/2002 



Colonel Norman P. Phillips 
12 Thistle Lane 
Amherst, Massachusetts 01002 

24 June 1968 

Dear Mrs. Newman, 

I had the good fortune of meeting your son, Thomas, recently in 
Southeast Asia. Our meeting was unexpected, but needless to say, 
very fortunate for me. I am the Vice Commander of the 388th Tactical 
Fighter Wing based in Karat, Thailand. We fly the F-105, a single 
seated fighter used to bomb and strafe enemy forces and their positions 
in North Vietnam. On the 30th of May  I  was  hit by enemy fire during 
a strafing attack. Shortly after  being hit  my aircraft burst into 
flames and went out of control. I was required to bail out of the 
aircraft over enemy held territory. I ejected at about 500 MPH and 
as a result the windblast broke my right arm and dislocated my left 
arm at the elbow. While descending in my parachute I crashed through 
tall trees, which injured my left leg and made it extremely difficult 
to stand. Upon reaching the ground I used my emergency radio and 
learned that the air rescue helicopter was enroute to my position. 
Since there were enemy troops in the near vacinity, I left the area 
where I had landed and hid myself in the dense jungle. Your son, 
Thomas, arrived overhead in a helicopter about an hour and a half 
later. Because I was unable to ride the lifting cable unassisted, I 
requested help. Your son Tom volunteered to be lowered on a cable 
through the dense tree coverage beneath him into unfriendly territory 
with no idea of what he could expect underneath. After he was on the 
ground, the helicopter which lowered him encountered mechanical 
difficulties with its cable lowering device and was forced to withdraw, 
leaving Tom and I alone on the ground with enemy troops drawing closer 
and closer. Tom calmly directed a second helicopter to our position 
and meanwhile made me comfortable and maintained an alert eye out for 
enemy troops. When the second helicopter arrived it lowered an 
excessive amount of cable and as Tom tried to prepare me to ride the 
lifting devise, a loop of the cable ensnared his ankle and lifted him 
into the air feet first. Tom remained calm in this very awkward and 
dangerous position and was fortunate to be lowered fairly close to the 
ground before the loop slipped and he fell head first to the forest 
floor sustaining a sprain to one wrist. Tom took the entire incident in 
stride and acted as though nothing had happened. He calmly secured me 
to the lifting device and straddling my legs, wrapped his arms around 
me so that I could not fall off as we were pulled up through the tree-
tops into the hovering helicopter. . 

From that point on the story is no longer exciting. I have taken this 
opportunity to write to you so that you would know of and appreciate 
your son's courageous and selfless actions. His kind of heroism in 
our rescue forces is what keeps our fighter pilots going. We have full 
confidence that the young men like Tom who serve in the air rescue units 
will spare no effort and will do everything possible to help us when 
we are downed by enemy action. I have recommended Tom for a fairly 



high award for his gallantry and professional skill as a para-medic. 
Being a father of four children, three of them teenaged daughters, 
and one ten year old boy, I can only say I hope my boy will grow 
up to be as brave a young man as your son is. As his mother, you 
have every right to feel very proud of your son and the part he is 
playing in supporting our national policy in Southeast Asia. 

I am enclosing a photo taken in the hospital the morning after Tom 
picked me up. 

Sincerely, 

Norman P. Phillips 
Colonel, USAF 
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NAGEL, RICHARD A., JR.  

"Captain Richard A. Nagel, Jr. distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in oonneotion 
with military operations against an opposing armed tome as a 0-123 pilot at Dan Tieng, Republio of 
Vietnam, on 26 November 1964. On that date, Captain Nagel's aircraft was struck by intense, 
accurately directed hostile fire which caused an uncontrollable fire in the oargo compartment, ren-
dered the flap system inoperative, and partially disabled the landing gear meohanlem. Although 
blinded by smoke and on the verge of collapse from intense heat and fumes, Captain Nagel remained 
undaunted. As the fire engulfed the cargo compartment, passengers began to crowd the 000kpit of 
the aircraft hampering his ability to maneuver the airoraft. Demonstrating superb airmanship and a 
profound regard for his fellow man, Captain Nagel continued to fly the crippled airoraft and 	. 
executed a crash landing...." 

NEWMAN, THOMAS A.   

"The President of the United States of America, authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United 
States Code, awards the Air Force Cross to Sergeant Thomas A. Newman for extraordinary heroism in 
military operations against  an  opposing armed force as an HH-3E Helioopter Pararescue Specialist in 
Southeast Asia,  on 30  May 068. On  that date, Sergeant Newman voluntarily descended into a hostile 
jungle environment to rescue  a  downed Air Force pilot. With complete disregard for his own life, and 
hampered by darkness and conoentratod automatic weapons fire, he requested the rescue helicopter 
above him to enter a nearby orbit, both for the safety of the crewmembers, and to prevent the hover-
ing aircraft from establishing the survivor's location for the unfriendly ground forces. ' When he 
rescue helicopter returned, he secured the injured airman to the forest penetrator and protected him 
with his own body as they asoended to the helicopter...." 

NORRIS, WILLIAM C.  

"Lieutenant Colonel William C. Norris distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in 
oonneotion with military operations against an opposing armed force over North Vietnam on 12 Auvist 
1967. On that dote, Colonel Norris led a strike force of twenty P-105 aircraft against a key 
installation in the North Vietnamese supply line. Skillfully evading surface-to-air mi3eile 
launches, he positioned his force for the bomb run. Four ?G-17's engaged his flight from the 
rear. Colonel Norris turnod toward the MIG's, drew them away from his attack force, eluded them, 
and returned to successfully attack the target...." 

OLEG ROBIN 

"Colonel Robin Olds distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with military 
operations against an opposing armed force in Southeast Asia as strike mission commander on 
11 August 1967. On that date, Colonel Olds led his strike force of eight F-40 aircraft against a 
key railroad and highway bridge in North Vietnam. Despite intense, accurately direoted fire, 
multiple surfaoe-to-air missile attacks on his force, and continuous harassment by MIG fighters 
defending the target, Colonel Olds, with undaunted determination, indomitable courage, and 
professional skill, led his force through to help destroy this significant bridge. As a result 
the flow of war materials into olis area was appreciably reduced...." 

OLSEN, DON P.  

"The President of the United States or America, authorized by Title 10, Section 8742, United 
States Code, awards the Air Force Cross to Major Don P. Olson for extraordinary heroism in military 
operations against an opposing armed force as Rescue Crew Commander of an HH-3E helicopter in South- 	_ 

east Asia on 5 October 1968. On that date, Major Olsen volunteered to attempt the extremely hazardoue. 
extraction of a Special Forces Team after their insertion helicopter had been shot down and the team 
surrounded by hostile forces. Despite low aloud cover which prevented the use of fighter escort, Major , 
Olsen, with undaunted determination, indomitable courage and professional skill, penetrated the hostile; 
area and established a hover adjacent to the burning aircraft. In the face of hostile fire, Major 
Olsen held a prolonged hover and effected the rescue of the two crash survivors and the six surviving 
team members...." 

-18- 



Sergeont Thomas A. Newman  

Incident dates 30 May 196B 

Aircraft position: Pararescue Technician 

Place of incident: Near Savannakhet, Laos 

Unit: Detachment 1, 40 Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron 

Location of unit: Nakhon Phanom, Royal Thai Air Base, Thailand 

Synopsis: Sergeant Newman's "Jolly Green" crew was launched to 

rescue a downed F-105 "Thunder-chief" pilot near Savannakhet, 

Laos. While enroute, the helicopter's copilot stated that the 

downed pilot was incapacitated and that Sergeant Newman may need 

to descend by hoist. Sergeant Newman volunteered, and upon 

arrival at the scene descended into the hostile jungle. Knowing 

that enemy was nearby, Sergeant Newman set up a circular search 

to locate the survivor in the extremely dark jungle. After 

making one circle, Sergeant Newman saw automatic weapons fire 

being directed at the helicopter hovering overhead. Sergeant 

Newman requested that the helicopter leave the immediate area to 

protect themselves, and to make it quiet, so he could hear in 

the jungle. After the helicopter departed, Sergeant Newman saw 

a muzzle flash to his side. Not knowing if it was the downed 

crewman, Sergeant Newman dropped to the ground. He saw another 

muzzle flash that illuminated the pilot. Sergeant Newman inched 

closer knowing that the downed crewman could mistake him for the 

enemy. Risking detection by the enemy, Sergeant Newman called 

out to the crewman. When he was certain that the person barely 

detectible in the dim light was the survivor he moved to him and 

prepared him for extraction. (2:--) (1:18) 

It was extremely dark. Sergeant Newman and Col Norman Phillips, 

the downed crewman, could both hear weapons fire and movement 

around them. Sergeant Newman radioed that he was going to shut 

down his radio for a few minutes so they could be extremely 

Quiet. Within 20 minutes the noise had subsided and Sergeant 

Newman called the helicopter back overhead. When the forest 



penetrator (rescue device) was lowered, Sergeant Newman lost the 

cable in the vines. He radioed for the aircrew to take up some 

of the excess cable on the ground. When the helicopter did so, 

Sergeant Newman's foot became entangled in the cable and jerked 

him upward through the trees. He was upside down, some BO feet 

up. He lost his rifle and radio, although the radio was still 

attached to him. Sergeant Newman radioed the helicopter that he 

was entangled and to lower him back to the ground. At this 

point, he could also see automatic weapons fire 50-75 yards away 

being directed at the "Jolly." His body caught the branches as 

he was descending through the trees. This loosened his foot 

from the cable, causing him to fall to the ground. 

MiracOlously, he only sprained his wrist. Sergeant Newman put 

Col Phillips on the forest penetrator and joined him there, 

protecting him with his own body during the ascent to the 

helicopter. As they were being hoisted automatic weapons fire 

was being directed at the helicopter. (2:--) (1:18) 

I was able to accomplish an oral interview with Capt Thomas A. 

Newman. Captain Newman works for the USAF Occupational 

Measurement Center, Randolph AFB, Texas. He told me that when 

Colonel Phillips fired his revolver, he'd noticed that the shot 

hadn't been directed at him. Captain Newman also said that when 

he yelled to the survivor, that Colonel Phillips answered with 

"up here." But, he was still just as cautious as ever when he 

approached Colonel Phillips from the rear. Captain Newman said 

he felt pretty bad as he was hanging upside down entangled in 

the c ble. He'd come to rescue the downed crewman and had 

  

botched things up. But, he said he remained calm and collected, 

and wis able to correct the situation. Captain Newman said that 

he'd lmost received an Article 15 because he hadn't worn his 

aircrew helmet to the ground. (10:--) 

Capta i n Newman was awarded the Air Force Cross for heroism. He 

1 
was later awarded the "Cheney" award by the Chief of Staff of 

the ictr- Force. He was the 12th enlisted person in history to 

win the prestigious award. The annual award recognizes acts of 

valor, self sacrifice, or extreme fortitude in connection with a 

military aircraft. (19:36) 

See TABs E, K, and L for reference material 
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SERGEANT NEWMAN1 
TAN SON NlitiT AB, RIJN — For the 

third time in the put four years a mem-
ber of the 3d Aerospace Rescue and Re-
covery Croup has won the coveted 
Cheney Award for heroism. For the sec-
ond successive year the highest annual 
award for heroism has gone to a "Jolly 
Green Giant" parareseueman (PJ). 

Sgt. Thomas A. Newman, 22, of 
Milwaukee, Wisc., assigned until recently 
„iis a PJ with Oct. 1, 40th ARRS, at 
Naklion Phanom RTAB, Thailand, was 
selected for the 1968 award for his "ex-
traordinary heroism and valor" in the 
rescue of a wounded Air Force 0-2 pilot 
on May 30, 1968. 

Despite the known presence of enemy 
forces. Sergeant Newman voluntarily des-
cended through the double canopied 
dense jungle to complete the rescue 
under story-book conditions. 

After being lowered on the forest 
penetrator, Sergeant Newman was forced 
to search for the pilot in expanding 
circles since it was too dark to sec more 
than a few feet. He knew that the pilo 
Air Force Col. Norman P. Phillips, ha 
broken  his arm when he bailed out and 
needed assistance, 

As the enemy forces approached, Ser - 
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teered to descend from an Htf-SE 
on the jungle penetrator even' 
though he knew that the pilot was 
within range of several anti-air,  
craft weapons. 

After being lowered on the pene-
trator, Newman was forced to 
search for the pilot in expanding 
circles since it was too dark to see 
more than a few feet. • • 

To keep the helicopter crew from 
being subjected to ground fire, be 
told them to move out until he 
could -find the downed pilot 

Suddenly be saw a tnunle flash: 
He began to crawl toward the 
source, believing It to be the 
downed pilot. His gamble paid off 
as be called to the pilot and began 
to inch his way toward him, hoping 
he would not he mistaken, for one 
Of the hostile forces. 

Reaching the pilot, be gut him 
free of tds flight  and survival gear. 

As he worked, Newman could see 
flashes and -hear weapons firing, 
both at him and at the helicopter. 
Re could also hear people moving 
through the brush, searching for 
them. 

After. 20- minutes, when the 
noise had settled down, Newman 
called in the rescue helicopter. 
Again -ground fire was received as 
the copter hovered and lowered the 
penetrator, 

As he turned to assist the 
pilot, • Newman lost sight of thn 
penetrator in the darkness. -Searc1-• 
ing for the device, he found t ,  
cable, but realized that there IA 

an excess of cable on the gc ,, t 
He radioed for the slack t 

teen up. The cable went 	, 
rapidly, but his'-foot was tan. 
in the cable and be was snatch, 
off;.his feet, caught by the ankle 

As he was jerked, Newman 
dropped his weapon and his radio, 
which was secured to his vest by a 
strap. He rose, through the trees 
feet first. He could see weapons 
fire within 60 to 75 yards of him 
and- the helicopter. • 

Entangled in the trees, his leg 
and ankle were violently wrenched 
as he was pulled through The 
branches. He managed to retrieve 
his radio by the restraining strap 
and notified the helicopter crew 
that he was caught in the cable. 
He was already 80 feet in the air. 

As he was lowered through the 
trees, -Newman was slowed by 
branches which loosened the cable 
around his ankle. Ile fell the last 
20 feet to the ground, spraining 
his left wrist. 

But he quickly recovered and 
secured the injured pilot and him-
self to the penetrator. Newman 
protected the survivor -with his 
body from the ground fire which 

tfeC011.14,t. 	 , 	 emir- 
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SAIGON—The third Air Force Cross awarded to a living-enlisted man was presented 
ently to  Sgt. Thom,as A. Newman,  a  parareseue specialist  assigned to .Det. 1, -  40th 
rospace Rescue and Recovery Sq., Nakhon Phanom  RTAPB..The medal was presented 
Gen. Howell M. Estes Jr., cOm- 

mander of Military Airlift Com- ' 
nand. 

The other living enlisted men to 
be awarded the Air Prce Cross, 
the nation's second highest mili-
tary honor for gallantry in action, 
are Sgts. Duane Hackney and Rus-
sell M. Hunt, also pararescue spe-
cialists. 

On May 30, Newman  was told 
that a downed pilot had broken his 
aria when he bailed out, and need-
ed assistance. The area was known 
to contain concentrated unfriendly' 
ground forces, but Newman volun- 
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May 30, 1968, 40th  ARRS pare-
rescueman Sgt. Thomas A. Newman 
descended from a Jolly Green helicop-
ter while under heavy hostile fire to 
rescue a downed Air Force pilot. 
Hindered by darkness and concen-
trated automatic weapons fire, he 
asked the helicopter pilot to hover out 
of enemy range to avoid being hit or 
disclosing his location. He kept 
searching for the downed pilot, risking 
detection by the enemy by calling the 
pilot's name. Newman finally found him 
and radioed for the Jolly Green. When 
the chopper returned, Newman secured 
the pilot to the hoist and shielded him 
with his own body as they were lifted 
into the aircraft. 



Hanging by one ankle 80 feet above 
the ground while people are shooting 

at you isn't only undignified, 
it's downright dangerous! 

by TED R. STURM 



Newman wasted no time 
in getting to where 

the action is. 

Through a growing darkness heightened by the dense forest, Sgt. Thomas 
A. Newman saw the outline of a man. 

Flashes from a gun muzzle first attracted his attention, and as he inched 
his . M-16 forward, it occurred to him to hold his fire. It was possible the 
shadowy figure was the injured F-105 pilot. 

On the other hand, it could very well be an enemy soldier. They were all 
around, constantly announcing their presence by small arms fire. But even 
if it were the pilot, Newman wasn't sure how to reach him. More likely than 
not, the man was nervous, and would shoot at anything that moved. 

The sergeant watched for another moment and then, even though he 
might give his position away to the enemy, he decided to shout. Immediately 
be heard a reply from the figure ahead. 

"Over here!" the man answered. 
"Sounds American," Newman muttered to himself. "Still, you can't tell. 

Almost everybody speaks a little English." There was only one way to find 
out. . 

Still on his stomach, Sergeant Newman inched forward. It was the pilot, 
all right, still in his life preserver, G-suit and survival gear. His arm was 
broken, as Newman had heaid earlier. In a matter of minutes, the sergeant 
cut him free of his gear, and administered first aid. 

Both he and the pilot, Col. Norman P. Phillips, could hear people moving 
through the brush, closing in on their position. Obviously, they had to get 
out of there in a hurry. But it was not to be an easy, routine rescue this time. 
Old Dame Fortune was feeling mischievous and had a few more surprises 
cooked up for this Thunderchief pilot and the pararescueman who had come 
to save him. 

But some days are like that. Some days you never forget. And the fact 
that this was Memorial Day—May 30, 1968—only served as an additional 
reminder that sometimes the difference between a memory and a memorial 
can be a fraction of an inch, a single strand, or a split second. 

Some men wonder, when they find themselves in a very tough spot, how 
they came to be there. Newman didn't wonder. He knew. When he joined 
the Air Force in 1965, he wasted no time in getting to where the action is. 
While he was still in basic, he volunteered for pararescue duty. About a year 
later, after seven tough, grueling schools that transformed the former high 
school student into a rescue expert, he was shipped to Guam. That was his 
first step toward the jungle he now shared with Colonel Phillips and an 
unknown number of enemy troops. 

Newman was a busy man during the 19 months he spent on Guam. 
Before he left, he managed to help save a civilian seaman suffering from 
acute insulin shock; assisted a Navy corpsman in saving a chief petty officer 
who suffered a heart attack aboard a submarine; was credited with 
saving the lives of two Japanese fishermen who suffered severe burns in 
an engine room fire on board the fishing vessel Shoichi Maru, and aided 
in the treatment and evacuation of four more. In each of these cases, the 
indomitable sergeant had to parachute into the open sea. 

Sergeant Newman was accepted for duty in Southeast Asia and departed 
for Eglin AFB, Fla., in December 1967. There he took pararescue special-
ist training in the HH-3E helicopter. After PACAF Jungle Survival School 
at Clark AB in the Philippines, he arrived at Nakhon Phanom RTAFB, 
Thailand, in March 1968. 

That's the kind of a man in whose hands Colonel Phillips' life now lay. 
And although all pararescue men are the kind of people you trust in any 
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situation, Newman had a deep inner strength that he would be forced to 
draw on before the day ended. 

In fact, even before he got on the ground to find the downed pilot, the 
situation got a little sticky. Newman and his "Jolly Green" crew had been 
scrambled to recover Phillips after his F-105 had been clobbered by 37mm 
antiaircraft fire west of Khe Sanh. He had bailed out and, because of the 
broken arm and a dislocated shoulder, was unable to get himself on the 
forest penetrator hoist that was to be lowered to him. 

So Newman volunteered to ride the hoist down through two layers of 
jungle treetops and help strap the pilot on. Phillips was down in an area 
dotted with antiaircraft weapons and numerous enemy units armed with 
small arms and handheld automatic weapons. Not only that, but the poor 
visibility brought on by approaching darkness made it impossible for New-
man to evaluate the area. He was unable to predetermine his escape routes 
should he and the pilot be forced to get to an alternate pickup area on foot. 

As fighter escort aircraft strafed and bombed the area, Newman's chopper 
moved in. It was then the radio crackled with another bit of bad news. 
Because of his broken arm, the pilot was not able to ignite a smoke flare. 
Finding him would be tough. 

Nevertheless, Newman secured himself to the penetrator, and as the heli-
copter hovered over the downed airman's suspected position, the pararescue-
man was lowered to the ground. He immediately established radio contact 
with the hovering Jolly Green, but could not contact Colonel Phillips. 

There was only one way to find the pilot in the darkness and the dense 
foliage—hunt for him! Newman began to work his way in a constantly 
expanding circle. He had just completed the first circuit when he noticed 
that his hovering Jolly Green was catching a lot of automatic weapons fire 
from a ridge above him. 

This situation brought three immediate problems into focus. First, the 
noise from the helicopter prevented Newman from hearing the enemy or 
the downed pilot. Second, he feared for the safety of the helicopter crew, 
and third, the hovering bird would soon draw the enemy forces to his posi-
tion. Sergeant Newman asked the helicopter to leave. As it moved out, it 
was subject again to a barrage of heavy automatic weapons fire. 

It was only a matter of seconds after the helicopter left that Newman saw 
the muzzle flash and the shadowy figure that turned out to be Colonel 
Phillips. 

Now, as the colonel and the sergeant huddled in the foliage, they decided 
the enemy was too close to risk a pickup. 

Getting his helicopter crew on the radio, Newman advised them to stand 
off. He also told them he would be shutting off his radio for a few minutes 
to evaluate the situation before he called them back in. There was still the 
danger of their being shot down by ground fire. 

For nearly 20 minutes he and the pilot remained motionless, listening and 
watching for sounds of the enemy. Neither man moved nor made a sound, 
preventing the enemy from pinpointing their position. Soon the noise of 
movement in the undergrowth died away. 

Now the sergeant called the helicopter in for the pickup. Again, as the 
chopper moved over their position, it received ground fire. Still they lowered 
the jungle penetrator. As Newman turned to help Colonel Phillips get on 
the hoist. he lost sight of the penetrator in the darkness. The numerous 
vines hanging from the trees all looked like the cable, and Newman had to 
search more by feel than sight. Finally, he found it. but realized the heli- 

... He was hanging upside 
down 70 to 80 feet 
above the ground. 
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omos A. Newman, now o civilian, 
ceives the Cheney Award 
sm Chief of Staff John D. Ryan in 
•or of his act of valor. 

copter crew had dropped too much cable. Because of the excess on the 
ground, Newman could not follow it to the penetrator seat itself. 

He asked the helicopter to take up the slack. 
That's when it happened! One of those incidents occurred that can never 

be anticipated. Apparently Newman's statement was misinterpreted, and 
before he realized he was standing in the midst of the snarled hoist line, the 
cable was reeled in. It looped his ankle, jerking him skyward, upside down. 

The violence of the jolt tore his radio and weapon from his hands. As 
he rose higher and higher he became entangled in the trees and his leg and 
ankle were wrenched brutally as he was pulled through the branches by 
sheer force. Then he went through the second tree canopy, buffeted and 
banged by the branches, lashed by the vines. Below, he could see the 
enemy's muzzle flashes, not more than 75 yards from him and the helicopter. 

Fortunately, his radio was tied to his vest and he pulled it to him. Incred-
ibly calm, he informed the helicopter crew of his predicament and asked 
them to lower him. At this point he was hanging upside down 70 to 80 feet 
above the ground and within 20 feet of the helicopter. Dimly, he could see 
the penetrator dangling some 30 feet below. 

Most of the return trip was far less violent and much more comforting! 
Using his hands, he was able to avoid entanglement with vines and 
branches. But as he dropped through the trees the cable loosened around 
his ankle and he fell the last 20 feet to the ground. 

Breaking the impact with his hands, Newman sprained his left wrist. By 
then, however, the colonel had reached the penetrator. Newman secured him 
to the seat, strapped himself on and told the chopper to reel away. Again on 
the trip up, increasingly accurate ground fire gave them a wild ride, but, 
amazingly, neither man was hit. 

As they flew home, Sergeant Newman took care of the pilot's wounds, 
splinted his broken arm and checked his dislocated shoulder. He then 
treated him for shock, making him as comfortable as possible. 

It had been a day to remember all right. Sergeant Newman and Colonel 
Phillips would never forget it. Neither would the United States Air Force. 

Weeks later, Sergeant Newman became the third living enlisted man to be 
awarded the Air Force Cross. As Gen. Howell M. Estes, Jr., former com-
mander of the Military Airlift Command, pinned the nation's second highest 
award on Sergeant Newman's chest, the words of the citation captured a 
little of the spirit of Newman's Memorial Day. 

"Through his extraordinary heroism, superb airmanship, and aggressive-
ness, Sergeant Newman reflected the highest credit upon himself and the 
United States Air Force," the citation read. 

But the Air Force was not finished rewarding this intrepid airman. Some 
20 months after he rescued Colonel Phillips, Thomas A. Newman stood in 
the office of the Chief of Staff of the Air Force and became the 12th en-
listed man in history to receive or share in the receipt of the Cheney Award. 

The award, established in 1928 in memory of 1st Lt. William H. Cheney, 
who was killed in an air collision during World War I, consists of a certifi-
cate, a bronze medal and a $500 honorarium. Annually it recognizes an 
"act of valor, extreme fortitude, or self-sacrifice in a humanitarian interest 
performed in connection with aircraft." 

Today Tom Newman is a technical assistant at Doctor's Hospital in Mil-
waukee, Wis. He left the Air Force early in 1969. But this former airman 
has carved a niche in Air Force history. And it will stand through the ages 
as a testimonial to the courage, fortitude and valor of America's airmen. q>, 
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1968  (cont) 

30 Mar 68 	helicopters downed by hostile fire in the A Shau Valley, Vietnam. 
(cont) 	Despite friendly support from A-1E, AM-1, and OH-1 gunships and 

A-37s, the H-3s were under constant enemy fire during the rescue. 

Leading the H-3s, Major Joe B. Green and his crew picked up four 

of the surviving Marines on his third approach. A second 1-1-3, 

piloted by Major Jerry M. Griggs, picked up four more, and a 

third H-3, piloted by Major Stuart H. Hoag, picked up the remain-

ing six Marines. Majors Green and Griggs later received the Air 

Force Cross as a result of their actions. 

10 Apr 68 	Two Philippine fishing boats capsized in rough seas about 400 

miles north of Clark AB, dumping 31 fishermen overboard five 

miles from shore. The 31st ARR Squadron sent an HC-130 to the 

scene, and two pararescuemen parachuted into the ocean to aid 

the victims. The pararescuemen rescued about 17 fishermen and 

put them in life rafts dropped from the HC-130. 

22 Apr 68 	The Lebanese cargo ship Alheli, with 26 crewmen aboard, radioed 

that they were sinking in rough seas about 900 miles east of 

Bermuda. An HC-130 from the 55th ARR Squadron, Kindley AFB, 

Bermuda, orbited the sinking ship, vectored a British ship, 

the Megantic, to the 

scene, then dropped 

flares to aid the 

loading of the survi-

vors aboard Megantic. 

30 May 68 	Sergeant Thomas A. 

Newman, a pararescue-

man, rescued a downed 

F-105 pilot near 

Savannakhet, Laos. 

After Sergeant Newman 

was lowered into the 

jungle at the location 

of the survivor, enemy 

fire threatened his 

crew and aircraft, and 

Sergeant Newman re-

quested that they evac-

uate. Another HH-53 

descended and lowered 

its hoist in the dark- 
	 Sergeant Thomas A. Newman 

ness. In response to a tug, the crew reeled up the hoist, but 

lowered it again because Sergeant Newman was caught in the coiled 

cable. Finally, they reeled in the pararescueman and the downed 
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30 May 68 
(cont) 

pilot, who had a broken arm and leg. Sergeant Newman was later 

awarded the Air Force Cross and the Cheney Award for 1968. 

HQ ARRS moved from Orlando AFB, Florida, to Scott AFB, Illinois. 

Airman First Class Joel E. Talley, a pararescueman engaged in 

his first combat mission as a member of the 37th ARR Squadron, 

distinguished himself during a dangerous rescue mission near 

Dong Ha, Vietnam. A downed F-105 pilot was injured, and he was 

quickly surrounded by enemy forces who established a "flak trap" 
for the 

rescue 

forces. 

Rescue 

attempts on 

1 July re-

sulted in 

battle dam-

age to an 

H-3. On 

2 July an-

other H-3 

was heavily 

damaged and 

forced to 

withdraw, 
General Howell M. Estes, Jr., presents the Air and an F-105 

Force Cross to Airman First Class Joel E. Talley. 
was shot 

down by ground fire. Finally, an H-3 penetrated the enemy 

defenses, and Airman Talley descended and found the injured 

pilot. While Airman Talley and the survivor were being hoisted, 

enemy fire raked the H-3, leaving more than 40 hits. The air-

craft immediately exited, dragging the two men on the hoist. 

Both were successfully recovered, and Airman Talley was later 

awarded the Air Force Cross. 

20 Jun 68 

2 Jul 68 

4 Aug- 
5 Aug 68 Late at night, the 33d ARR Squadron was alerted that a Japanese 

fishing vessel, the Miya Maru, was sinking in the East China Sea 

with 12 crewmen aboard. An HU-16 was dispatched, and two para-

rescuemen and a survival kit were parachuted to the survivors. 

The HU-16 alerted a surface ship, which picked up the sailors and 

the pararescuemen. 


