














__ittd item 24, AF Form 642, Air Force Cross recommendation for Sergeant Thom@s A,
Newman, AF16817854) '

" through the brush as they closed in on their position. Sergeant Newman advised the
crew of the orblting rescue helicopter that he would be shutting off his radio for a
few minutes to evaluate the situation before calling them in and subjecting them %o
close and mccurate fire. For the next 10-20 minutes he ond the pilot remained
motionlesa as they kept watch around them for signu of unfriendly forcos, This ap- .
parontly provented the hootile treops trom pinpolnting their position, and when the
nolpe of movement in the undergrowth appeared to be dying eway, Sergeant Newman
called in the rescue holicopter for a pickup., Once again ground fire was received
as the helicopter came into a hover and lowered tho penetrator. As Sergeant Newman
turned to ansist the injured crewman In getiing on the holst, he lost sight of the :
penotrator in tho darkneos; aftor confuging the cable Lfor one of the many vines in
the area ho finelly located the holst line and ronlized thoro waps considerable excoaa
cable on tho ground; unable to follow it to the forest penetrator, he requested the
hovering holicoptor tuke up tho eluck. Apparontly this otatement was misintorpretod, .
and bofore he became aware thut he wea stunding in the mldst of tangled holst line, |
the cable was reeled in catching him around the anlde and jerking him inverted. With
the violence of' the jolt, he lost hils weapon; his radio, though secured to hils vest,

_ foll from his grasp. Before he could react tho cable had become teut and locked to

his ankle pulling him.feet first up through the jungle. From his inverted pousition

he could sec muzwzle flashes within 50-75 yards of himself and the rescue helicopter.

His body becaeme entangled in a treo, and hls leg ond ankle wers violently wrenchad as

" b wnp pulled throuph tho branchos by shoor forco. llo wont through the second trec

t—e0py; dungling invertud above the treop, ho roirloved bis radle with tho otrap
-neouring 1t te bin voot, and notiflod tho hollooptor crow he wis tunplod in tho cablo
and requottod to bo put back on tho pround. AL this polnt he wap 7U=80 foob above the
ground, and within 20 Lout of tho hollooptor; ho could dimly veo the poustrator hang-
ing pome 30 feot below him. Au he wan lowered houd=tirol to the pround through the
follapo ho wan able to use hio handn to aveld becoming entangled in the trecs. Drop-
ping through the second cunopy, his downwnrd motion wig momentarlly arrcsted loosoning
the cable around his ankle, and he fell the lagt 20 feot to the jungle floor, broaking
the Impact with hia hands end spreining his left wrist. By then tho survivor had
reached the penstrator, and Sergeunt Newman quickly secured the injured pilot, strapped
himself on, and then advised the rescue helicopter they were ready. The unfriendly
‘forces were firing with incrcasing uccuracy as the survivor, protected by the para=-
reoscue opoclallst'o body, wna liftod out of tho junple nnd safvly secured on the holi=
copter. During the roturn [fllight to homo bape Sergeant Nowman made a thorough inupoc-
tion of the purvivor's woundn, applied splints to hls brokon lef't arm, checked hilo
dioclocated right ohoulder, clonned a wound on his hoad, and troatoed him for ghock. He
then made the pilot an comfortuble ao possible until he was turned over to the {light
surgeon upon landing at home station,

' J0s¢PH L. WELLS, Lt Col, USAF
' Commander
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recently to Sgt. Thomas A.

by Gen. Howell M, Estes Jr, com:
mander of Military Airlift Com-
Tnand. ;

The other living enlisted men to
be swarded the Air Fo-ce Cross,
‘the nation’s second highest mili-
tary honor for gallantry in action,
are Sgis. Duane Hackney and nns-
sell M. Hust, also pararescue spe-
- cialists,

On May 30, Newman was told
‘that a downed pilot had broken his |-

‘arm when he bailed out, and need.
‘ed gssistance. The area was known

4o contain concenirated unfriendly’

-ground farees, but Newman velun-

Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Sq.,

ins Air Force Cross

Newman a pararescue specmhst mumed to Det. 1, 40th
Nakhon Phanom RTAFB The medal was pre.sented

‘on .the jungle

Reaching the pilot, he.cut him
fres of his flid]

teered to descend from an rm-m

though he knew tbat the pllot was
within range of several auti-au:s
craft weapons.

After being lowered on the pene-

trafor, Newman was forced fo]

gearch for the pilot in expanding
cireles since it was too dark to lee
more than a few feet. .

To keep the helicopler crew from
being subjected to ground fire, he
told them to move out until he
could find the downed pilot.

He began to crawl toward the
source, believing it to be the
downed pilot. His gamble paid off
as he called to the pilot and began
to inch his way toward him, heping

bhe would mot be mistaken for one

of the hostile forces,

it and -survival gear.

penetrator even’

As he wnrked, Newmxn could see

fisshes and “hear weapons firing,

both at him and-at the helicopter.

He could. also hear people moving

:Erough the brush, searching for
em,

After -20- minutes. when the
noise had settled down, Newman
called ip the rescue . lmhcnpter
Again -ground fire was received as
the copter hovered and lowered the
penelrator,

Ashetnmex_itoasmtthe

* | pilot, - Newman - lost sight of th:
Suddenly he saw a muzmle flash-

penetrator in the darkness, Search:
ing for the device, he found !T
cable, but realized that there w

an excess of cable on the grou

He radioed for the slack ..
taten up. The cable went
rapidly, but his:foot was tan: .
in the cable and he was snatche.
off’his feet, cayght by the ankle.

As he was jerked, Newman ,

dropped his weapon and his radio,
which was seeured to

Entangled in the trees, his leg

| and ankle were violently wrenched
.83 he was pulled through the

branches. He managed to retrieve

* his radio by the restrainipg strap

and notified the helicopter crew

" that he wag caught in the cable.
He was already 80 feet in the air.

_ As he was lowered through the

trees, Newman was slowed by

" branches which loosened the cable

around his ankle, He fell the last

20 feet ta the ground, spraining

his left wrist.
But ‘he quickly recovered and

- secured the Injured pilot and him-
. self to the penetrator. Newman
- protected the surviver with his.
pT the ground {ire which

his vest by a

- strap. He rose through the trees
feet first. He could see weapons !
- fire within' 50 to 75 yards of bim |
: and- the helicopter. -

[96¥



gt. Thomas A. Newman
During a rescue mission in Lags on
May 30, 1968, 40th ARRS para-
rascyeman Sgt. Thomas A. Newman
descended from a Jolly Green helicop-
ter while under heavy hostile fire to
rescue a downed Air Force pilot.
Hindered by darkness and concen-
trated automatic weapons fire, he
asked the helicopter pilot to hover out
of enemy range to avold being hit or
disclgsing his location. He kept
searahing for the downed pilot, risking
detection by the enemy by calling the
pilot'’s name. Newman finally found him
and radloed for the Jolly Green. When
the chopper returned, Newman secured
the pilot to the hoist and shielded him
with his own body as they were lifted
into the aircraft.









situation, Newman had a deep inner strength that he would be forced to
draw on before the day ended.

In fact, even before he got on the ground to find the downed pilot, the
situation got a little sticky. Newman and his “Jolly Green” crew had been
scrambled to recover Phillips after his F-105 had been clobbered by 37mm
antiaircraft fire west of Khe Sanh. He had bailed out and, because of the
broken arm and a dislocated shoulder, was unable to get himself on the
forest penetrator hoist that was to be lowered to him.

So Newman volunteered to ride the hoist down through two layers of
jungle treetops and help strap the pilot on. Phillips was down in an area
dotted with antiaircraft weapons and numerous enemy units armed with
small arms and handheld automatic weapons. Not only that, but the poor
visibility brought on by approaching darkness made it impossible for New-
man to evaluate the area. He was unable to predetermine his escape routes
should he and the pilot be forced to get to an alternate pickup area on foot.

As fighter escort aircraft strafed and bombed the area, Newman’s chopper
moved in, It was then the radio crackled with another bit of bad news.
Because of his broken arm, the pilot was not able to ignite a smoke flare.
Finding him would be tough.

Nevertheless, Newman secured himself to the penetrator, and as the heli-
copter hovered over the downed airman’s suspected position, the pararescue-
man was lowered to the ground. He immediately established radio contact
with the hovering Jolly Green, but could not contact Colonel Phillips.

There was only one way to find the pilot in the darkness and the dense
foliage—hunt for him! Newman bepan to work his way in a constantly
expanding circle. He had just completed the first circuit when he noticed
that his hovering Jolly Green was catching a lot of automatic weapons fire
from a ridge above him.

This situation brought three immediate problems into focus. First, the
noise from the helicopter prevented Newman from hearing the enemy or
the downed pilot. Second, he feared for the safety of the helicopter crew,
and third, the hovering bird would soon draw the enemy forces to his posi-
tion. Sergeant Newman asked the helicopter to leave. As it moved out, it
was subject again to a barrage of heavy automatic weapons fire.

It was only a matter of seconds after the helicopter left that Newman saw
the muzzle flash and the shadowy figure that turned out to be Colonel
Phillips.

Now, as the colonel and the sergeant huddled in the foliage, they decided
the enemy was too close to risk a pickup.

Getting his helicopter crew on the radio, Newman advised them to stand
off. He also told them he would be shutting off his radio for a few minutes
to evaluate the situation before he called them back in. There was still the
danger of their being shot down by ground fire.

For nearly 20 minutes he and the pilot remained motionless, listening and
watching for sounds of the enemy. Neither man moved nor made a sound,
preventing the enemy from pinpointing their position. Soon the noise of
movement in the undergrowth died away.

Now the sergeant called the helicopter in for the pickup. Again, as the
chopper moved over their position, it received ground fire. Still they lowered
the jungle penetrator. As Newman turned to help Colonel Phillips get on
the hoist, he lost sight of the penetrator in the darkness. The numerous
vines hanging from the trees all looked like the cable, and Newman had to
search more by feel than sight. Finally, he found it, but realized the heli-
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.. . He was hanging upside
down 70 to 80 feet
above the ground.
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