Det 9, 38APRS Hist, Apr - Jun 68

CHAPTR III

OPERATIOHNS
MISSTONS

During the reporting period Detachment 9 flew 296 sorties, of

which 88 were in support of aircraft or persornel in distress. The
renainder were base support, training or mainienance test flichts.
Host of the rescue sorties flown were routine local Base Rescue
Scranbles, however these missions are worthy of menzion.

Y3 0-1 TFCTHAN2: On 17 ilav 68, tha detachment was notifizd of an

0-1 crasa 24 miles northwsst of Pleilu. Pedro 74 launchad 2t 1320
crewed hy Capt J.is Adanzsony; 2003 72 Rl lanton, TUCP; 3% T.L

Barnes, F= and AlZ D.32. Thompson, Pararescueman. ZPedro 93, comnandad

by Majo- R... Hastinrs followed to »rovide cover. Unon arrivine at

the scene Croptain Adrmson was advised taazt unfiriendly forces were in

th» srem. it 2 armed 0:-6 and 2 UH-1 gu.shins for escars, an ap roaca
*0 tha crash scene was -ades. The aircrar; hed crashzd at the 3300 foot
lev=i in tiae botton of 2 jungle ravine. aizrrian Thomopson, the 2erarsscue-
naen w~8 lowerad througa the 150 junzle canopyr near thiz crash site. AfHw
naking his way throuch the h2-wv- jungle to The wreckars, Airman Thompson
detarminad +that the pilaf wa- dead an’® shen attemnted to extr-ct the body
fron the veackrge. Afier 20 miruias of unsuccessful ef fort Airman Thomvaon
waz hoistad back into the heliconter, with ths intent of sgattin~ too2ls to
cut awa- the wvrecks~e. Tha tools wers to he vicked uz at 2 Tire 3asa

Casm anhout 70O rards north of tha crash site, but whilz thy heliconiar was
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enroute, the Camp cam- under nortar and ausomatic weapons fire

Due %o the hostile action, the steadily diminishing fuel supply,

and adverse weather moving into the area, the mission was terminated.
After returning to the base, it was discoversd that while hovering
in the ravine, the rotor blales has struck the tree tops =nd were

punctured in several places.

THT APC FIRS: On 2 June 68, the U.S. Army callsd with an urgent

request for assistance. &An Armored Persormel Carrier had been hit

by 2 racoilless rifle round, end was burning, with the crew frapned
insila. The Alsr: Helicorter, crawed by Captain D... -“4d-mson, 2C0;
Hagtings, TECP: 335t AT, Eilliams, Tirsmars AC Thorpsen,
BJ; and 33 3 V.7 Stavens, Tlicht Incineser procsadad to tha site, sbout
20 miles Soushwes’s of Fleilm .3. TUpon arriving 2t the =zite, which haid
T

v o rine of Arsiored venicles, the Zirs Supprasssion Kit

W

heen szcured
wan expandsd in an unsucosszsful atsmnt to subdus the flamss nd gain
antry in%o th» webicl:. Duz to the intenss hent, 1> nostils environ-
men’, ani she tusl state, the helicopter and ersvw returncd to 3ase.

oM

T A=l TICINAT: On 23 Juns 63, an A=l veturnins from a mission wish

a full loed of ordnance, cr=shed on2 mile Sast of Pleilu AB. “adro 98,
craved by Ceptain Dile Adamson, IP; Lt Col T.0. Hospe, Pilot; Sgt Tuil

r

Rnrnss, Flicht Ineinssrs S33pt Ve H2ard,Jr., Pirsmong 3ot Gellrrey,

Tiraa.

mnan; an® A1C M. Vichman, Zarsragcueman was on 2 locol trainins flisht

and observed *he craszh. Within onz minute the helico-ter h:=d loandsd beside
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