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Det 9, 38ARAS His t, Apr - Jun 68 

CHAP22R III 

OPERATIONS  

2.USSIONS  

During the reporting period Detachment 9 flew 296 sorties, of 

which 88 were in support of aircraft or personnel in distress. The 

remainder were base support, training or maini:enance test flights. 

Most of the rescue sorties flown were routine local Ba-se Rescue 

Scrambles, however these missions are worthy of men7ion. 

THT, 0-1 TYCIT=:  On 17 nay 68, the detachment was notified of an 

0-1 crash 24 miles northwest of Pleiku. Pedro 74 launchei 1.t 1320 

crewed by Capt D.. Adamson, ROC; ::unton, 

Barnes, FE and AlC D.3. Thompson, Pararescueman. Pedro  93, commanded 

by Najo: R. 1. Hastinms followed to nrovi,ae co ,fer. U:on arriving at 

the scene Captain Ad;q7loon was advised that unfriendly forces were in 

tii: pea. Ath 2 armd 0::-6 and 2 UH-1 gu_ships for escar, an ap .  roach 

to the crash scene was ::ade. The aircrai: had crashed at the 33(i0 foot 

level in the bottom of a jun4e r7vine.  Airman  -2hompson, the P-rarescue-

man was lowered tiu-ougn the it:0 jungle canopy near th-1. crash site. Aft -!r 

making his way throuvh the he-v-,- jurwle to the wrec:ka7e, Airman Thompson 

,ietermined that the pilot wa -  dead an then attemnted to extract the body 

from the ;:reckqc7e. After 20 minu:es of unsuccesoful efisort Airman :Thoson 

1,1 ,17 hoisted back into the helicopter, with the intent of p;ettin: toolF; to 

cut awv the wreck7e. 	he tbols were to )e picked u7 at a ?ire 3az. 

Ca mn about 700 yards north of tha crash site, but while th helicopter wts 
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enroute, the Camp cari--! under mortar and automatic weapons fire. 

Due to the hostile action, the steaily diminishing fuel supply, 

and adverse weather moving into the area, the mission was terminated. 

After returning to the base, it was discovered that while hovering 

in the ravine, the rotor blades has struck the tree tops nid were 

punctured in several places. 

TH.1 ..PC FIT!1;  On 2 June 68, the U.S. Army called with an urvent 

recuest for assistance. An Armored Personnel Carrier had been hit 

by a recoilless rifle round, and was burning, with the crew tranned 

ins! e. The Alert Helicopter, crewed by Captain T.. dcmson, RCT; 

Major .1-1.W. Hastings, LCP; 3Set A.J. Williams, Fireman; AlC Thompeon, 

PJ; and 36 . -: 	3tevens, 	]nrineer proceeded to the site, :beet 

20 miles Southwest of Pleileu A3. Unon arriving at the site, which had 

been secured by a ring of ..Lrored vehicles, the ?ire 3utpression Kit 

wae expended in an unsucceesful at:empt to subduo the flames -nd rain 

entry into the vehicl. Due to the intense heat, ehe hostile environ-

ment, an!: the fuel state, the helicopter and craw returned to 3ase. 

T77, A-1 I7CI=T;  On 23 June 63, an A-1 returnin7 from a miesion with 

a full load of ordnance, crashed one mileast of Plei!.zu AB. 'edro 93, 

erwc.d by Captain D.A. Adamson, LP; Lt Col 7.C. Hope, Pilot; Stet 

2arn,, s, Fliht nc:ineer; S37 -t 	Hear 4.,Jr., :Lineman; 3:r.t G.Murry, Fire- 

man; an AlC 	Wichman, Pararescueman was on a local trainine - flirht 

and observed the crash. Within one minute the helicoeter had landed beside 
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