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Mission Narrative 1-3-52 	 17 May 1968 

On 16 May 1968, Queen directed Crown 4 to divert to the Kham Duc area 

to coordinate the recovery effort of 3 survivors at the airfield. Upon our 

arrival a FAC Jake 70 was coordinating strikes in the vicinity and had the 

survivors in sight by a rock made SOS signal. We scrambled Jolly Green 28 

and 24 out of Ch 77 and they were airborne at 0235Z. They were escorted by 

Spad 11/12/13. Numeraaus flight of A-4's and air force strike aircraft were 

put into the area to suppress ground fire. Shortly afterwards, °pad 11 

determines the area safe enough for Jolly Green 28 to attempt a recovery. 

Jolly Green 24 stayed high while Jolly Green 28 effected the recovery of 2 

of the survivors. Ndmber 3 man was not recovered due to heavy ground fire 

and inability to get an the penetrator due to physical exhaustion. Jolly 

Green 28 was RTS to Ch 77 with the survivors. Jolly Green 23 was scrambled 

to provide coverage for Jolly Green 24 who would attempt recovery of the 3rd 

survivor. Additional strikes were placed in the area and again Spad 11 

determined it safe for the Jolly Green to effect the recovery. The third 

survivor was recovered without further incident and taken to Ch 77. All 

 forces were RT3 at 0545Z. 

Richard E. Porter, Major, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 

s4o, 	 67 
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Mission Narrative 1-3-52 	 17 May 1968 

On 16 May 1968, Queen directed Crown 4 to divert to the Kham Duc area 

to coordinate the recovery effort of 3 survivors at the airfield. Upon our 

arrival a FAC Jake 70 was coordinating strikes in the vicinity and had the 

survivors in sight by a rock made SOS signal. We scrambled Jolly Green 28 

and 24 out of Ch 77 and they were airborne at 0235Z. They were escorted by 

Spad 11/12/13. Numerouus flight of 1-4's and air force strike aircraft were 

put into the area to suppress ground fire. Shortly afterwards, bpad 11 

determines the area safe enough for Jolly Green 28 to attempt a recovery. 

Jolly Green 24 stayed high while Jolly Green 28 effected the recovery of 2 

of the survivors. Number 3 man was not recovered due to heavy ground fire 

and inability to get an the penetrator due to physical exhaustion. Jolly 

Green 28 was RIB to Oh 77 with the survivors. Jolly Green 23 was scrambled 

to provide coverage for Jolly Green 24 who would attempt recovery of the 3rd 

survivor. Additional strikes were placed in the area and again Sped 11 

determined it safe for the Jolly Green to effect the recovery. The third 

survivor was redovered without further incident and taken to Ch 77. All 

forces were RTB at 0545Z. 

Richard E. Porter, Major, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 

611161CM4g4101 
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•3/ARRSci:Hiet, Apr.-Jun 1968 

200 ftet between trees to the .sursivere; .The rescue specialist. 

was lowered on the heist and four survivors *cisted up and 

carried to SSA Hospital, Wang. Jr; 25 and 10 arrived 

souse and under parasbutefflarts and with the aid of airereft 

fleed.liShts and . greund strobe li;:hts, rescued 8 sore sUrvivers 

and took them.to  lin Hospital. Jolly Greene 10, 21, 25, and 28 

alternated reooveries until all but of the survivors had been 

tranoported to NSA Hospital. Veather prevented recovery of the 

eight until the next morning. The names of the individual, 

rescued are 'unknown.  

(U)() 1-3-52, 16 Kw 68. On tie a mission, Jolly Green 28 

and 24 were scrambled from DaSang strip alert to rescue throe 

sui.Vivore of the Khem Due Airfield. The rescue femme* Jaime up 

over the :rescue area and strikes were called in to sterilise the 

area around the marvtrars. J1 28 was led to a hover over two of 

the sunrises's* .and.sticeessfully hoisted them aboard .  despite :heavy 

automatic weeping ;grand firs. _The third wurevar wes spotted 

int JO 24 entered a hover_over the spot where. the warvivoint 

last seem. After approximately 5 minutes of searahlag while in 
a *siert  the survivor was spotted end hoisted abeerd.' The names 

of the eurvivcrs wore 	 (I.iøjrd 	kiLMiti& 
-Waifs and Irraghtgagaill• all t3.  — 

(15)(U) 1.344, 22 siir S. Jelly %yens 25 and 2, imam 
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34.  
DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

117TH AEROSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY SQUADRON (MAGI 

APO SAN FRANCISCO INIM 
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Nay 68) (7) 	18 MAY 1968 
Classified by 	  
SUBJECT TO GET...1121d, DECLASSIFICATION 
SCHEDULE OF EMCUTIVE ORDER 11652 - 
AUTOMATICALLY DOWN  e.  •  "  AT TWO 
YEAR INTERVALS '  • 
DECLASSIFIED Oft_icV  I  	 . 

accordance with AR1;I1  55-2/3 A2R4 

2.. (C) Jolly Green 28 and 24, Wang strip alert were alerted at 0225Z 
for an impending rescue of  three survivors of the Kham'Duc Airfield 
battle.  JG 28 law bird, and Jolly Green 24, high bird, scrambled at 024DZ.' 
Contact was established with Queen and Crown 4 on climbout. Friendly 
artillery being fired into the area of intended flight caused JG's 28 and 
24 to become separated. Spads 11, 12, 13 were airborne at 0245Z and 
climbed out to the southeast to avoid the friendly artillery. Spads 11 
and 12 flew directly to the scene which was 212/44/Ch 77. After some 
difficulty, Sped 13 and JG 28 joined up. Channel 77 being inoperative 
and towering cumulus clouds over the mountain tops, slowed the join-up 
of the rescue forces over the rescue area. DF steers were the only nay 
aid available and used for the join-up. JG 28, 24, and Spad 11 estab-
lished an orbit 5 miles southeast of the airfield at 9,000 feet. 37mm 
anti-aircraft fire had been reported 3.4 miles northwest and southwest of 
the enemy occupied Kham Due Airfield. Upon arrival at the rescue scene, 
Jake 70 (0-2A) was in the process of sterilizing the enemy forces around 
the survivors. Sped 11 assumed control and numerous strikes were placed 
in the area by le-4s (call signs unicnown). At least one secondary explo-
sion was observed about half a mile from the survivors. Jae 70 stated 
50 cal. automatic weapons fire had been seen approximately 1,000 meters 
west of the survivors earlier in the morning and another helicopter had 
been driven out of the area. The survivors had attracted attention by 
building an SOS signal from sheets of paper and by a signal mirror. The 	

• 

survivors were located in a bombed out area on the side of a 70 0  slope. 
SPads 23 and 24 made repeated passes after the high performance strikes 
and further suppressed enemy forces. Sped 11 made repeated passes trying 
to draw fire and identified the survivors because one of them removed his 
shirt and exposed his white body. At 0400, Spads 11, 12,and 13 led JG 28 
down a ridge line across a creek, over a road and another ridge line to the 
survivors.  JG 28 spotted two  survivors  by the paper SOS and  entered a 200 
out of ground effect hover to hoist the survivors. JG 28  lowered the hoist 
and  the survivors had  difficulty  gettin l.  the forest penetrator  because  of 
oscillations.  The  survivors had further difficulty getting on the forest 
penetrator because they did not understand its operation. As the survivors 
were getting on the penetrator, the RS and Co-pilot heard ground fire to 
the south of the hovering helicopter and Spads 11, 12, and 13 made several 
passes firing rockets and 20mm. After the two survivors were 0 hn A the eRaUF4' 
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C 	 114 ..... 1 	" 	 1;■.. 	inter7a1.3.;._declaasificd___, 



RS spotted the third survivor climbing the steep hill. The survivor was 
collapsed on the ground, but was still thought to be alive. JG 28 made a 
1800  hovering turn and descended to try for the third survivor. At this 
time the intensity of ground fire and other fire seemed to triple and JG 
28 thought he had taken a hit. A take off was initiated along the same 
route of entry. As the ridgeline just northeast of the survivors was 
crossed JG 28 heard a series of automatic weapons bursts. Climb airspeed 
had been obtained and JG 28 immediately began jinking in an effort to pre-
vent being hit. JG 28 climbed to 7,000 feet to the east and joined JG 24 
in orbit. A discussion between Ms, Spada, Jake 70, Queen and Crown con-
cerning fuel states, need for more strikes, the remaining survivor, and JG 
28 1 s possible hit ensued. The decision was made to call for another JG 
and more airstrikes and JG 28 was ETB'd with the two survivors who had 
multiple 3 or 4 day old wounds. JG 28 returned to Channel 77 after artil-
lery SW of Channel 77 had been suspended. Landing was at 0500Z. 

• .- 
Jolly Green 24 continued to hold in the area of Sham Due after JG 28 

returned to home base. Continued k-4 strikes were directed by Jake 75, an 
0-2A, in an attempt to knock out the sources of ground fire while another 
HI-J--3E JG 23 was launched from Ch 77. Jake 75 reported that the survivor 
had slid down the slope under some trees when JG 28 departed, and had not 
moved since. Preparation was made by JG 24 to send the RS on the ground 
with the stokes litter. On completion of the air strikes, Jake 75 merked 
the spot where the survivor was last seen. JG 24 requested smoke bombs 
for screening from the worst areas and Spads 1 1, 12 and 13 dropped white 
phosphorous bombs as JG 24 was initiating final approach. JG 24 establi-
shed a hover over the spot marked by Jake 75 at 0538Z. Ths survivor could 
not be seen, and while Spads 11, 12 and 13 continued to drop smoke bombs 
and strike, JO- 24 moved around in a hover in an attempt to locate the sur- 
vivor. After approximately 5 minutes of searching in this manner the flight 
engineer saw the survivor. He was standing, but unable to move. JG 24 
established a hover over the survivor, the jungle penetrator was lowered 
Into the trees and the pick up was completed at 0545Z. During this time the 
Spads had continued to use smoke bombs and other ordnance, very effectively 
screening the hovering helicopter from nearby ridges. Considerable firing 
was heard while JG 24 was in the hover but no damage was taken. JG 24 left 
the area using  the same route used for entry, and was accompanied by Spad 
Flight and JG 23 back to Ch 77 where the survivor was transported to 7..I5A 
hospital by Pedro aircraft. 

3.) The names of the survivors were: 

Er-5 Sgt Edward Sassenberger, RA19675387 
2r-4 	Wilbert Foreman, US54441031 

PFC John C. Colonna, U361002941 

(U) Additional aircraft were: 
Sad Flight (A-1Es) 

SPad 11 - Maj Richnrd Ives 
Sped 12 - Lad Richard L. Russell 
Spad 13 - :Id John T. Gaffney 
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SPad 23 - Pilot unknown 
Sped 24 - Pilot unknown 

Jake Flight (0-2s) FACS 
Jake 70 - Pilot unknown 
Jake 75 - Pilot unknown 

Numerous A-4s made strikes, call signs and number of aircraft unknown. 

5. (U) Crew members of the Jolly Greens were: 

JOLLY GREEN 28 	 JOLLY GREE71 24  
Major Billy J. Wingfield 	BCC 	Major Dale Odermgh 
Capt Harry W. Hagen Jr. 	RCCP 	Capt Ronald G. Spray 
SSgt Eimer L. Holden 	FE 	Sgt John Enriquez 
Sgt Martin E. Roepstorff 	RS 	Sgt Angus C. McDougall 

JOLLY GREEN 23  
RCC John D. Oliver, Capt 
RCCP Charles R. Klinkert, Lt Col 
FE James A. Bowers, SSgt 
RS Nathaniel Smith Jr, TBgt 

BILLY J. W=FIELD, Major, USA' 
Rescue Crew Commander 
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Beret 
Lauded 

7-IQ. MAC, SCOTT AF11, fe — 
Considered "too puny," a 21-yeer-
old pararescueman did .such 
man-sized war-time job, he bee 
'collected a chestful of medals. 

"I knew I was going over there 
a kid. I just wanted to come 
back a man . . ." Thus did  so. 
Martin E (Marty) Ronnatorff 
characterize his Vietnam tour 

At five feet eight and 150 
pounds, he was considered too 
puny for the job of saving downed 
pilots and airerewmen as a mein-
her of the Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Service's famed Maroon 
Berets, the elite pararescue ape-
cialista 

Yet that was what he wanted 
to do "They told me I wouldn't 
make It when I volunteered for 
pararescue training," he said. 
"But I've always been tops St 
whatever I tried. I'll have to ad-
mit, though, that I had some sec-
ond thoughts about jumping out 
of a perfectly good aircraft." 

But jump he did—enough to 
earn him the Silver Star fur gale 
lantry, the Distinguished Flying 
Cross and first oak leaf cluster 
for heroism, and the first, second 
'and third oak leaf clusters for the 
Air Medal for meritorious 
achievement. Presentation was 
made here recently, by Lt. Gen. 
James W. Wilson, vice command-
er, Military Airlift Command. 

There are but 360 men in the 
Air Force qualified to wear the 
maroon beret. 

Roepstorff flew Z112 minions 
in Southeast Ash during his 
13.month tour, most of them as 
a crewman aboerd IIII-3E  "Jot- 

ver 
I elle  i 	 -, 	,  .  f 

•  .ves"-1:  men 
i who were in danger of death or 
' eepture if they weren't puled 
!free and lifted to safety, Three 
: times he let himself down on a 

I rescue hoist (a cable with an 
arrow-like forest penetrator at 
the end) from a helicopter to 
help make a° save. They were any-
thing but rohtine. 

On one mission, when he got 
close to the ground, "I could  sea 
big  stakes and punji sticks all 
around. I told the helicopter to 
leave when I got off the hoist." 

Be moved a short distance and , 
fell into a deep hole. "I thought ' 
It was the end," he said. "The 
hole was full of thick there 
bushes. It toot me 20 minutes te 
get out." 

He found one man, cut in het 
and the charred remains of the 

'Army Chinook helicopter. Reaps-
torff set out in a search pattern 
around the helicopter to locate 
the other man. 

"About 30 yards away I found 
him. Then 1 heard shooting near. 
by. I knew that the friendly per-
sonnel who had joined in the 
search and I would have to get 
out fast. 

"The man I found had a se-
vere chest injury and fractures of . 
an arm and both legs. I grabbed 
him and ran" 

Roepstorff's party was the ' 
center of enemy attention, and 
the young sergeant provided 
covering rile fire as other mem-
bers of the party were reeled 
into the hovering helicopter in 
the face of intense fire and 
grenades. 
"You don't think about it at the 

time," Roepstorff said. "It's a job, 
and you just can't think about it. 
If you do, you're no good to any-
body." 

"Why do we do it?" be asks. 
"It's hard to put into words what 
It feels like to gave a life. They 
eften cry when they are safe, and 
you en ,  th tears in your 
eyes,,  ,,,',,'  -  ,,  - 	' hint 
liked 


