Det 8, 38ARRSq Hist, Apr - Jun 1968 33
Hospital eight miles to the southeast. The action constituted one
non-combat save. First Lieutenant Ronald Bashant was the Rescue
Crew Co-Pilot on the mission.b

A small Vietnamese boy, Dong Tam, 11, suffered numerous head,
chest, arm and leg injuries when a hand grenade exploded near him
on 14 May 1968. The 12th USAF Security Police Squadron notified
the Detachment 8, 38ARRSq alert crew commanded by Captain Bugene
Boortz that the boy needed imnediate evacuation to the 12th USAF .
Hospital. The alert crew scrambled at 1750 Local for the Military
Assistance Command helipad in Ba Ngoi, Republic of Vietnam seven
miles to the south. A landing was made and the unconscious boy
was loaded aboard by the Flight Zngineer, Sergeant Jon A. Knox
and the Pararescueman Airman First Class Donald Behrends. An
immediate evacuation was made to the 12th USAF Hospital where the
patient was off-loaded to awaiting attendants. The action consti-
tuted ons ncn-combat save. The co-pilot on the mission was
Lieutenant Colonel Flavious F. Drake.’

On 17 May 1968 the 12th Tactical Flying “iing Command Post
notified Detachment 8 at 1510 Local that a seriously injured soldier
located one mile southwest of Phan Rang iir Base in the 10lst
Airborne area required irmediate medical evacuation to the Cam Ranh
Bay Air Base hospital. The alert crew cormanded Ly Major Jerry D.
Stroh was scrambled. A landing was made in a confined area 26 miles

6. Mission Mumber 8-38-13, 9 May 1968
7. Mission lNumber 8-38-14, 13 May 1968
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a, Haylire Ol and 02, two Korat, were involved in a mid=air co? n

enrcute to Korat at 17191, Thd-“lrcraft had depnrfri Korat at 1505H to condhcu
Gembat Sky Opot mission in RWN, The TOT was 161L5H, After pest strike refueling,
numercus :“1udcrs*orms vore cneountered, The flight was radar cirewmavigating cell
activity &t 17,000 feet, in clouds, and encountering "choppy" turbulence when les |
felt & severe Jolt. Tpon loolting around, he noted Haylire 02 to his left and aben!
50 feet below him in a dive. Haylire Ol rcturned to his instruments and recovere’
from an inverted position st 12,000 feet., Hayfire OL landed at Korabt without Surtler
incident at 17461, The Maylire 02 aircraft craslied in a rice paddy approximatcly

L NS of Torst. There have been no reports of ground personnel injuries. The
pllot of Hayfire 02 ejected, or Jras ejected, but was fatally injured., A Thai doctor
arrived on the scene soon “ff’T}I‘DI de  Initial indications are that the pilot moy
have bled to death from multiple laccrations sustained during the collision or the
cjection; however, Lhe cause of death hac not been determined. The aireraft ¢hpﬁ:ntd
approximately cne mile from where the pilot landed., The crash scene will be visiler

4

by a team fror Forst in the morning,

b. lHaylfire Ol sustained extensive damage to his left wing. Approximately 14
manhours will be required to repair the aircraft,

2. (C) SECULNCE CF ZVNTS:

a. 17201 - 7AF CC was advised that Hayfire 02 had ejected as 2 remult of a
mid-air collision,

b. 1721H - J3A0C diverted Jolly Green 7l, airborne at 17150 from Ubon and
enroute to Udorn, to the reported crash site,

¢. 1745H - Crowm 02, HC-130P, reports a beeper contact in the area of tle
mid~-air collision.

d, 1746H - Hayfire Ol landed safely at Korat.
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e. 1830H - Compress, the Udorn ARCC, reports that Crown 02 has the pilot of
Hayfire 02 in sight, apparently in good condition.

f. 1835H - Jolly Green 71 has the pilot on board in good condition and is enroute
to Korat,

g+ <045H - Advised by Korat FSO that the pilot of Hayfire 02 had been fatally
injured. Reason for previous report that he had survived are not Known.
|

3. (C) AIRCRAFT 4ND ATRCREW DATA:

a, Mreraft:

(L) Call Sign - Hayfire 02 Hayfire O1
(2) Type F105D F105D
(3) Tail Munber 61-0132 60-0428

b, Pilot - Hayfire 02:
(1) Name - Major Ceymour R, Bass, FR30833
(2) Total Flying Time - 4430.6 hours
(3) Tctal Fighter Time - 680.7 hours
(4) Total F105 Time - 159.8 hours
(5) Total Missicns - 22
(6) Total Counters - 19
(7) Unit Position - Element Leader
¢, Pilot -~ Hayfire 0Ol:
(1) Mame - Captein William A. Themas, Jr., FR70503
(2) Total Flying Time - 1787.l hours
(3) Total Fighter Time - 28/,.0 hours
(4) Total FLO5 Time - 284.0 hours
(5) Total Missions - 61
(6) Total Counters - 59
(7) Total Time as Flight Leader - 3L.4 hours

(8) Unit Position - Flight Leader
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Misgion Narrative 2-3-41

At 0918Z, 14 May 68 Crown 2 on orbit at Pak Seine was notified by Compress
that same one had bailed out at 065/86/Ch 125. Croun 2 proceded to the area .
JG 71 was launched from Ch 51. At 0920 Compress advised call sign was Hayfire
2 who had a mid air. The other aircraft landed safely. At 0945 Crown 2 arrived
over the area and tracked the chute beeper. Voice calls to Hayfire 2 proved
negative. Crown 2 descended over the area while homing on the beeper. Visual
contact was established at 1020Z. At this time a personel beeper came on the |
air. JG 71 landed at 1032 and removed the pilot who was deceased. There
was a large group of local inhabitants around the area, It is believed one
of them had removed a VRT-10 from the pilot. The wreakage was located 150/

nm from the pilot. Crown 2 landed at 1241Z. Total time 8.2.

David P. Ray, @apt, USAF

Rescue Crew Commander
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Mission Narrative 2=3=41

At 0918Z, 14 May 68 Crown 2 on orbit at Pak Seine was notified by Compress
that some one had bailed cut at 065/86/Ch 125. Crown 2 proceded to the area .
JG 71 was launched from Ch 51. At 0920 Compress advised call sign was Hayfire
2 who had s mid air. The other aircraft landed safely. At 0945 Crown 2 arrived
over the area and tracked the chute beeper. Voice calls to Hayfire 2 proved
negative, Crown 2 descended over the area while homing on the beeper. Visual
con_ta.ct wags established at 1020Z. At this time a personel beeper came on the
air. JG 71 landed at 1032 and removed the pilot who was deceased. There
was a large group of local inhabitants around the area. It is believed one
of them had removed a VRT-10 from the pilot. The wreakage was located 150/1F
nm from the pilot. Crown 2 landed at 1241Z. Total time 8.2.

David P. Ray, @apt, USAF
Rescue Crew Commander
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