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Brown 4 21 April 1963
Prior to departure Crown 4 was briefed on the possibility of a search
mission for Blue Max 27, a flight of 2 US Army HU-1 helicopters, missing
on a flight from Channel 69 to Camp Evans. ILast knwon position was SW fram
Hue city 15 miles out HDG 160 with 20 minutes of fuel remaining. The air-
craft had been missing since the previous day, no beepers, no sighting or
any other significant information available. Queen advised that they were
getting search aircraft and would notify Crown as soon as they were avail-
able. Crt;un 4 was on station at 0747 local, orbiting off Channel 69. At
0910 Crown 4 picked up a beeper, obtained a bearing with ARD-17 Tracker
which indicated the general area of Blue Max 27's last known position.

Crown 4 then began a sweep down the coast taking bearings on the beeper on
a southerly heading. A rough fix thus obtained indicated a position some-
what south of the last knwon position. Crown 4 then proceeded inland approxi-
mately 30 miles and began tracking the beeper narth bound and calling for
the survivors to come up on voice. At about this time Blue Max 03 contacted
Crown on G‘-uard, anouncing that they were searching for Blue Max 27 also

and were working the vicinity of his last knwon position. Blue Max 03 had

a force of 9 HU-1 gunships. They were conducting the search according to
their knowledge of the original destination and as soon as that was complete
they intended to begin search under the control of Crown. A few mimites
later at 0920, voice contact was made with Blue Max 27 by Crown 4. He

~ Stated his position as SW of Hue City on a heading of 180°from Camp Evans
about 10 to 15 miles, They were in continunus contact with enemy forces

and needed immediate air céver. Pogition at time of voice contact was
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this caused no problem because Jolly Green 28 was launced unexpectedly from
channel 94 at 1139 and Queen had also obtained 2 more Spads from Channel 107.
By now the Gunships and Spads were running low on ordnance and were to be
recycled to Marble Mountain for refueling and rearming. At 1200 Jolly.

Green 30 was airborne again and proceeding back to the scene. The survivorg
now reported that all movement and firing had ceased from the ground.

Jolly Green 21 proceeded to the pickup area escorted by Hostage and Blue

Max gunships plus Spad 11 and 12. The gunships continued to make firing
passes as Jolly 21 picked up 4 survivors anl exited the area without diffi-

. culty. Jolly 28 immediately began his pickup under the same conditions and
extracted the last 4 personnel; Jolly 28 experienced mme difficulty in
locating the exact position, fortunately the survivors had an adequate supply
of smoke flares and the recovery was performed without further incident,
being completed at 1224 local. At 1227 all forces were directed to return to
Several gunships which had ordnance remainihg remained in the area and provided
Forward #ir Control for Spad 03 and 07 as they expended their ordnance. Spad
22 and 23 had not yet arrived on the scene and elected to find another target..
Crown 4 remained on the scene until 1250 and then returned to normal orbit.
Summary:

All 8 crew members of the 2 Blue Max HU-1 aircraft were recovered in
excellant condition., Ground fire from small arms was moderately heavy and
persisted even after many passes by Gunships and AlEs., Both Blue Max 27
aircraft were either destroyed or severely damaged. Weather was overcast
with good visibility cieling approximately 1000 feet above terrain, elevation
2000 feet. 36 separate aircraft were involved to various degrees in the
course of the mission including 13 HU-ls, 8 F-4s, 6 A-ls, 5 HH-3Es, 1 KC-135

and 1 HC-130P. The work of Spad 11 as on scene commander and the cooperation
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Brown 4 21 April 1963

MISSION NUMBER 1-3-38

Prior to departure Crown 4 was briefed on the possibility of a search
mission for Blue Max 27, a flight of 2 US Army HU-1 helicopters, missing
on a flight from Channel 69 to Camp Evans. Iast knwon position was SW from
Hue city 15 miles out HDG 160 with 20 minutes of fuel remaining. The air-
craft had been missing since the previous day, no beepers, no sighting or
any other significant information available. Queen advised that they were
getting search aircraft and would notify Crown as soon as they were avail-
able. Crown 4 was on station at 0747 local, orbiting off Channel 69. At
0910 Crown 4 picked up a beeper, obtained a bearing with ARD-17 Tracker
¥hich indicated the general area of Blue Max 27's last known position.

Crown 4 then began a sweep down the coast taking bearings on the beeper on
a southerly heading. A rough fix thus obtained indicated a position some-
what south of the last knwon position. Crown 4 then proceeded inland approxi-
mately 30 miles and began tracking the beeper north bound and calling for
the survivors to come up on voice. At about this time Blue Max 03 contacted
Crown on tf‘uard, anouncing that they were searching for Blue Max 27 also

and were working the vicinity of his last knwon position. Blue Max 03 had
a force of 9 HU-1 gunships. They were conducting the search accoréing to
their knowledge of the original destination and as soon as that was complete
they intended to begin search under the control of Crown. A few mimtes
later at 0920, voice contact was made with Blue Max 27 by Crown 4. He
 stated his position as SW of Hue City on a heading of 180°from Camp Evans
about 10 to 15 miles. They were in contimuous contact with enemy forces

and needed immediate air cover. Position at time of voice contact was
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firing runs directed by the survivors; one rocket destroyed one of the downed
helos on the first pass. Spad encountered very little opposition and none was
now being reported by tane survivors. the Jolly Greens 21 and 30 had been
scrambled and were holding clear of the scene awaiting instructions to make
the pick up. Two flight of gunships were also proceeding to the area as i/*.
instructed by Crown. At 1045 Spad 11 instructed Jolly Green 30 to enter the
area for pickup; Jolly Green 30 to pickup four personnel and Jolly Green 21
‘t.o pick up four. Spad 11 escorted Jolly Green 30 to the scene; The survivors
were located by smoke through the demse jungle canmopy. As Jolly 30 was
attempting the pick up he recieved ground fire and left the scene immediately
without extracting any personnel. No damage was immediately discernible,
however he had dumped fuel in order to hover and needed fuel in order to stay
in the area. Crown 4 immediately began a descent for a refueling rendezvous
however it was decidedito return to Channel 9/ for a damage assessment and
refueling. The 4 gunships arrived on scene at 1050 and were immediately

put into action ssterilizing the area. Jolly Greens 22 and 23 were daunched
from Ch.apnel 103 but could not arrive at the scene before 1230, An attempt

to obtain hoist equipped helicopters from Channel 50 was immediately initiated
by Crown and approved by the unit at Ch 50; this was the nearest available
assistance since Crown was informed that no more Jolly Greens were available
at Ch 94 and Jolly 30 could not be relied on for any further help; No high’
performance aircraft could be used in the ground fire supppession Q.ctivitias
due to the low cieling and rugged terrain, althoﬁgh Ringneck 103, 4 F-4's
were holding and available in the immediate wvicinity, with Brown Anchor tankers -
also available. None of these resources could be used. For unknown ressons

the Marine helicopters were canceled and Crown notified through Channel 50
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this cansed no problem because Jolly Green 28 was launced unexpectedly from

channel 94 at 1139 and Queen had also obtained 2 more Spads from Channel 107.
By now the Gunships and Spads were running low on ordnance and were to be
recycled to Marble Mountain for refueling and rearming., At 1200 Jolly.

Green 30 was airborne again and proceeding back to the scene. The survivors
now reported that all movement and firing had ceased from the ground.

Jolly Green 21 proceeded to the pickup area escorted by Hostage and Blue

Max gunships plus Spad 11 and 12. The gunships continued to make firing
passes as Jolly 21 picked up 4 survivors anmd exited the area without diffi-
culty. Jolly 28 immediately began his pickup under the same conditions and
extracted the last 4 persomnnel; Jolly 28 experienced sme difficulty in
locating the exact position, fortunately the survivors had an adequate supply
of smoke flares and the recovery was performed without further incident,

being completed at 1224 local. At 1227 all forces were directed to return to
Several gunships which had ordnance remainihg remained in the area and provided
Forward #ir Control for Spad 03 and 07 as they expended their ordnance. Spad
22 and 23 had not yet arrived on the scene and elected to find another target..
Crown 4 remained on the sceme until 1250 and then returned to normal orbit,
Summarys:

All 8 crew members of the 2 Blue Max HU-1 aircraft were recovered in
excellant condition. Ground fire from small arms was moderately heavy and
persisted even after many passes by Gunships and AlEs. Both Blue Max 27
aircraft were either destroyed or severely damaged. Weather was overcast
with good visibility cieling approximately 1000 feet above terrain, elevation
2000 feet. 36 separate aircraft were involved to various degrees in the
course of the mission including 13 HO-1s, 8 F-4s, 6 A-ls, 5 HH-3Es, 1 KC-135
and 1 HC-130P. The work of Spad 11 as on scene commander and the cooperation
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