








318
w \ &4

FROM: Cant Larry J. Brandt, FR3117466, 39th ARRSQ
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SUBJECT: Mission Narrative on Covey 276 (0-2) and Gunfighter 2 (F-4)
TO: Commander, 39th ARRSQ

1. This Mission Narrative is submitted IAW ARRS Manual 55-2 and 3rd Gp. Supp.
1 to 55-2.

2. At aporoximately 0520Z, 21 April 1968, Crown 2 heard Covey 276 (0-2) call
May Day on Guard., He reported he had been hit and was loosing altitude, He
stated his left boam had been shot off and was having great difficulty with
directional control, He gave his position as 340 radial, 1l miles Channel 85
and heading toward Khe Sanh for landing., Crown 2 reassured 276 that he could
make Khe Sanh no problem, but would get him escort and have Khe Sanh Tower
orepare for his arrival, Crown 2 called on Guard for anyone in the area to
meet and escort 276 into Khe Sanh., Aerosol 02 (F¥L) reported he had 276 in
sight and would escort him into Khe Sanh (Channel 85), Also Covey 646 called
in and rcported he was neal the area and was proceeding to intercept 276.
Crown 2 called Xhe Sanh Tower and informed themof the situation and instructed
them to clear their runway and to have emergency equipment standing by. At _
0525 Covey 276 reported he had Khe Sanh in sight and was about two miles out on
the 340 radial, decending., After lowerineg his gear, Covey 276 asked Aerosol 02
if his gear was down. Aerosol O2 assured him it was down and locked and that
he looked in good shape to make Khe Sanh, At this time 276 reported he was
having piteh control problems and couldn't hold it steady. This was 276s last
transmission; Crown 2 called Khe Sanh Tower and requested if he had 276 in
sight, Fe reported that an 0-2 had landed about % mile short of the runway.
He further stated that it looked 1li e 0-2 had hit pretty hard, but emerg-
ency equipment was on scene and would advise Crown 2 as soon as he received anv
reports, At approximately 0600Z, Tower called that the pilot was in good cond-
ition and could be evacuated. Jolly Green 23 was launched from Cigar for the
pick up at Khe Sanh with instruction to take the pilot to Da Nang. Jolly Green
23 arrived at Da Nang at 0800Z and reported the pilot was in pretty bad shape,
but would live,

3. At approximately 1000Z, 21 Apr 68, Crown 2 heard Gunfighter Lead calling on
Guard that Gunfighter 2 (F-4) had been hit and was having control problems,
Crown 2 had Gunfighter Lead squawk May Day for position. Waterboy GCI painted
the squawk and gave his position as OLO radial, 23 miles Channel 109, Gunfighter
Lead reported that 2's radio was out but he was with him and would escort him
into Channel 94. Shortly thereafter, Gunfighter Lead reported that Gunfighter 2
had bailed out. Waterboy called the position an Guard as 057 radial, 23 miles °
Channel 109. Gunfighter Lead reported two good chutes and the weather as clear,
Crown 2 requested t at the Jolly Greens be launched; however, Crosswalk (Helicopter
Aircraft Carrier) called on Guard that he had the chutes in sight and could make
the pick up using helicopters and small boats under his control.
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