
PAGE IT

A pararescueman admlnlsters an j-ntra-
venous injection to a ttvictimtt d.r:ring
field. training exercises at Egtin AFB.

(usnr Photo by TSgt Lloyd D. Brune)

Pl Technician Class Graduated
ARRS has graduated. the first class from

lts 'newly - created. school for pararescue
technicians at Eglin Afts, Florid.a.

The ten-man grad.uating elass *as nad-e up

of parareseue technicians from A3RS units a-
round. the world..

The week - Long school was a mixture of
elassroom lectur€s: d.iscussions and. f ield.
problems. It was d"esigned. to refresh the
stud.entst basic knowledge and. provid-e them
with advaneed. med.ical techniques and. infor-
mation.

Maj Clifford. J. Buckley, ARRS Command-

Sr,rgeon, and. Capt Janes C. Bl"rk, Chief of
Med ical Tralnlng at the 48tfr AIRSq, taught
the class. They were assisted. by MSgt
Charles T . Wa-Lther s and. TSgt Richard- L.
Grigsby of Hq ARRS, and. TSgt Chrarles Jenkins
of the 48ttr.
' Thp stud.ents were given an opportunity to

d.evelop their proficiency in emergency surg-
ical proced.ures und.er laboratory cond.ili-ons "

Ad.d.itionally, the field. med.ical problens
enabled. the stud.ents to rea-Listica-lty prac -
tice their teehnlques. "Vlctias" who exhib-
1ted. a vari-ety of wound.s ranging from bullet
punctltres tc accid.ental emputations were
placed j-n hid.d.en locations on Eglin AFB.
The stud.ents had to find" ihem, extricate
them from a given situation then treat thern
for the "wound"s" whlch were created" through
the moulage technique.

The graduates are : Ittlsgt AnthonyR. Gargano
55t}: ARRSq; MSgt Jerome C. Gorney -|Tth; PISgt
David. L. Gray Tgth; MSgt Rod.ney D. Ohman-
31st; Idsgt Lewis J. Robert s-6Tth; TSgt M. P.
Bud.ke -]+tst; TSet John F. Heitsch-33rd; TSgt
Philemon S. Resos -J6tfr; TSgt David H. Rhody-
TSIW and TSgt Charles K. Schwartz-58th.

JANUARY T969

PJ WH(} 'C0UtDll'I l,lAKt lI'

Wlll5 SltY[R SIAR, DFC's, lM's

SCOTT AFB, Ill.-rrThey told me I wouldntt
nake it when I nolunteered for pararescue
trainj-n E r" sai-d Sgt, Martin E. Boepstorff , a
2l-year old, 5-foot I PJ.

He made it big.
Roepstorff recently received the Sllver

Star, trrn Distinguished FlSring Crosses and
the first through third clusters to the Ajr
l'Iedal fron Lt C'en James W. Wllson, I'dAC Yice
Cormander.

Hoepstorff flew 282 missions in SEA d.ur-
ing his 13 - month tor:r, most of then as a
crewrnan aboard. JoIIy Green Giants. Most of
the missions r,rere over enemy territory, and
Roepstorff took part in 18 saves.

"We got the word. to scramble about l3OO, "
as he recalled. a mi-ssion on 6 Marcir. "A
chopper was d.own in the Ashau Valley. There
were one or two s urvivors we knew abou'b d"own
in a gully between the hills.

We calne d"or^ra 1ow and. I rod.e d.own the
holst. I told. the helicopter to leave vhen
I got off the hoist. "

He found. one man, cut in half, and. the
charred. remalns of the Army Chinook. Roep-
storff set out in a search pattern around.
the helicopter to locate the other man.

"About 30 yard s away I f ound hlm. Then,
f heard. shooting nearby. I knew that the
friend.ly pers onnel who had. j oined. in the
search and f would. have to get out fast.

"The man I found. had a severe chest in-
ji:ry and. fractr,res of an arm and both legs.
I grabbed. him and. ran. "

Roepstorff rs paJ'ty was the center of ene-
my attentlon, and. the young sergeant pro-
vid.ed. coverlng rifle fire as other members
of the party were reeled. into the hovering
helicopter in t]:e face of intense automatic
f ire and. grenad.es.

"You d.ontt think about it at the time, "
Roepstorff saj-d . "It ' s a job, and. you j ust
canlt thinh about it. If you do, yourre no
good. to anybody. "

"T/nSr Co we d o it ? " he asked. out loud..
"Itts hard. to put into word.s what it feels
like to save a life. They often ery when
they are safe and. ycu end. up with tears 1n
your eyes, too. Therers just nothing like
it. tt ,

And. there are few lilce Marty Roepstorff,
son of a bank vlce presid.ent., &tr outstand.ing
all-round athlete in high school who wants
to stud.y architecture when his Ajr Force
hitch j-s eonrpleied.

He's alread.y built somethlng for hlmself .
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