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Mission Narrative 1-3-19 — ——m— . 6 March 1968

Recovery of Bison 03 1 F-105 1 Person. Position 290/72/CH 99

Crown 4 was aircorne and just ending mission 1-3-18 when a mayday was received
at 08202. Postiion was well established by Bison flight orbiting the crash or
bailout area. No launch difficulties were encountered. Crown 4 proceeded to area
for better rzdio coverage. Jolly Green 25 and 04 were launched from PaNang.
Crown 4 arrived on scene at 0845 Z and became on scene commander working with the
Hobo30 and Nail 43. Weather in the area was good with some haze. Beeper and
later voice contact was established and remained good during the recovery effort.

The survivor was still in his chute hanging high in a tree.anJolly Green 25 upon
entering the area from thennortheast received ground fire some 20 miles from site
but reported no damage. Jolly Green J4 also reported ground fire and was given
vectors from Crown 04 out of area. Jolly Green 04 reported no damage. Jolly
Green 25 was vectored to area by Hobo, Nail and Crown. ®urvivor was recovered at
0943Z. Some of the difficulties in delaying recovery were considered to be ground
fire from hostile areas in transit, lack of navigational fixes available to heli-
copters enroute caused by high terrain and survivors dangerous position in tree.
Details af actual recovery should be obtained from Jolly Green 25.

Rescap forces consisted of Bison, Bear flight. Hobo and Nail and Sandies.
Radio discipline was excellent on SAR frequency 364.2 and 123.,0 and HF also guard
contact on voice 243.0 with survivor. Time of arrival of Jolly Green 25 was 0924Z.
Enemy action in pickup area was non-existent, however both Jolly Green helicopters
reported enroute ground fire/minor injuries were received by the survivor but =mm
appéared in good mental condition as revealed by his voice contacts. Brimary
means of recovery was believed to be the jungle penetrator.

Elevation in area was 1000 feet and Jolly Green 25 and 10 Badlto dump fuel
- to recover survivor. In order to return survivor to Channel 94 it was necessary

to refuel at low level. Crown / computed Jolly Green flight time to Channel 9 as
1+40 minutes and Jolly Green 25 stated he had 1600 1bs of fuel and was using 900
1bs per hour. An in-flight fuel transfer was completed with no difficulty except a
high oil transmission temperature on Jo Green 25. Crown 4 escorted 25, along
with Sandy's and Jolly Green 04 back to Channel 9. Sandys were released over Hue
area to RIB. Misilon terminated with landing of Jolly Green 25 at “hannel 94
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Bob,

Had some slack time, thought I would put this care package together and get it headed
your direction. I commend you for your effort, well overdue. If available I would like
copies of the mission debriefs for the missions I’'m sending. 1 will pay for the copies.

As you know I had many more missions during my tours in SEA. These are the ones
that I have the documentation to back up. As you stated in your E-mail this stuff is fast
disappearing, both with age and memory. As an example most of my Vietnam era photos
were ruined in stowage while I was stationed in the PI, 70 — 72.

Mission backgrounds:

8 Nov 1967. We scrambled from the old soccer field at Quang Tri (before the Marine
Base across the river) and made feet wet just below the DMZ. Now what to do, go
between Tiger Island and the coast or go around. I told Capt. Blackwell, put it on the
deck and if I don’t see a rooster tail of water behind us we were too high. The bad guys
were putting out by boats in an attempt to capture the survivors. I told my brand new
flight engineer this was his show. If he made the pickup and didn’t do anythig stupid he
would pass his check ride. Boy did he ever make the pickup. He directed Capt Blackwell
straight to the pilot arriving precisely at 0 airspeed and altitude directly beside the
survivor. All you had to do is reach out and shake his hand. Sgt. Bowers and Marty
Roepstorff almost threw him out the L/H escape hatch . Unable to drag the raft into the
helicopter I slashed it to pieces with my knife trying to sink it so the bad guys wouldn’t
find it. One of my easier pickups, everything went like clockwork. We took a lot of fire
from shore but it’s hard to hit a moving target. One bit of humor, Sgt. Bowers asked,
“what the large splashes were in the water all around us while we were making the
recovery”. When we told him that it was ground fire from shore he said “the instructors a
Eglin told them “feet wet or f--- them” they didn’t say there would be ground fire”. |
wonder how many other rescue crewmembers made a combat save on the initial check-
ride in SEA. Good easy mission. Added a little propaganda article from the Gunfighter
Gazette.

6'March 1968: Marine H-34 shoot down north east of Ashau Valley. No big deal I think
I"ve attached the correct photo. After second thoughts Steve Northern might have been
with me on this one too. We didn’t have Hard Crews but for some reason Steve and I
flew a lot together. We got the job done.

18 Mar 1968: We penetrated deep into North Viet Nam to pull this one off. As would
have it High Bird had mechanical problems and had to RTB before we broke the ADIZ.
Weather was on our side, we could stay hid in the clouds and still navigate toward the
objective until we hooked up with Sandies who escorted us into the pickup area. The
bad guys were after him hot and heavy, they had the dogs out but we prevailed in the end.
He was extremely hard to find due to the foliage and terrain.









