




















3. (C) Weather was the main negative factor., Trail 61 had attempted
to get into the area at 2345Z but was forced to return to Quang Tri
due to 50 foot ceilings, Weather at Quang Tri was 1100 feet overcast
at time of launch., The entire operation was conducted under an

overcast., Had it not been_for th e in _the cl ce miles
from the survivors, the Jolly Greens could not have gotten in,

e (C} The survivors were: Dacron 2 Alpha, Capt Paul A, Brant,
FR78163, 390 TFS, uninjured and Dacron 2 Bravo, 1st Lt Paul Seiler,

. FV3173627, 390 TFS, bruised ribs and sprained knees.

5, {U) Crew members of Jolly Greens:

JOLLY GREEN 10
"RCC  Capt Standley A. McGhan
RCCP Major Stuart H. Hoag
. TE SSgt Elmer L. Holden
RS Sgt Angus C. McDougall .

JOLLY GREEN 03

RCC Major John W. Robey
RCCP  Capt Jomn I. Patterson
FE Sgt John Enriquez

RS Sgt Douglas J. MeGill

/. Jr/ﬁv/m
STANDIEY 4. MCGHAN, Captain, USAF
Rescue Crew Commander




CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF

THE SILVER STAR

TO

ANGUS C MCDOUGALL

Sergeant Angus C. McDougall distinguished himself by gallantry in
connection with military operations against an opposing armed force as Rescue
Specialist near Khe Sanh, Republic of Vietnam on 20 February 1968. On that
date, Sergeant McDougall penetrated an extremely hostile area under adverse
weather conditions and rescued a seriously injured pilot. In defiance of
reported hostile activity and fully exposed to hostile fire, Sergeant McDougall
went down into the jungle and brought the injured pilot to safety before hostile
forces could surround him. Hostile forces in the jungle directed intense
automatic weapons fire at Sergeant McDougall as the rescue was completed.
By his gallantry and devotion to duty, Sergeant McDougall has reflected great
credit upon himself and the United States Air Force.
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FROM: Capt. Paul A. Boatright
SUBJECT: Mission Nr 1-3-13, Dacron 2 70 FEB LT
T0: Commander
39 ARRSq

1. In accordance with para. 1,3rd ARRGp Sup 1 to ARRSM 55-2, the following
additimal comments are made as/ a separate report to the mission narrative.

2. Dispite the unfavorsble existing and forcast weather the Jolly Greens

should have been launched and orbiting with Sandy 5/6. Even the most complete

and extensive cloud coverage may have occassional bregks that can be exploited

if the required forces are on hand and ready to commence operations. In the
present ingtance, the first break in the weather lasted some forty minutes, from
0925~1005H. This would have been ample time to survey the area, pinpoint survivors
and recover them. By not having the required forces on hand when they were

needed, -three unfavorable events took place: first the redovery teck about one
bour longer than it should have taken; second, the "sucker hole™ closed in and
this could well have been the only chance for the day as the cloud coversge

North and East was gzlcﬁensive and was being pushed into the hills by a light
northerly wind: the##, the first probe of the valley by Sandy 5 apparently
attracted the notice of hostiles who had an hour and ten minutes to move into

the area. Any additional lost time could easily have cost the two downed
crevmembers as well as one or more aircraft with its crewmembers. PSuccessful
recoveries in this area require both the Pandys and Jolly Greens, plus the
HCR130P-for certain extended mission, and there is really nét much point in
sending out only a half of the gystem, in fact there is a definite drawback in that
In the first aircraft alerts the hostiles to an area of interest to us.

3. Migsign briefing b, Queen was incomplete in that no mention was made of the
fact that(l) Canastras had been orbiting the area of Dacron 2 during the night and
therefore were a matter of interest to us as they were waiting to be relieved by the
Sandys. (2) No mention was made of a search just southeast of CHIO9 for Dimmer 3-2
whlch was being conducted by Navy aircraft. As common frequencies are used.

and as one force may be of assistance to the other, the briefing when a Crown
arrives on orbit should include 21l knwen search activities and SAR Forcesg.

This practive will usually save time as it eliminates the piece meal extraction

of information later on.

4. The Trimmer 61 an O-2 seemed to have definite advantages over the A-ls. Its
slower possible speed and greater manewverability in the confines of the river
valley seemed to make a definite contribution to the rapid pinpointing of the
Dacron 2 survivors. I recommend that Rescue further investigate its possibilities
as a /mppihiment te the A-1 force.

4
Paul A. Boatright, Capt, USAF
Rescue Crew Commander
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SUBJECT: Mission Narrative 1-3213 (Dacron 2) 20 February 1968

I0: Commander
39 ARRSq

1. The crew of Crown 4 wes notified at 20{0100H to launch acft 211 at 0510H.
No fifficulties were encountered at launch or enrcute. Crown 4 was. on station . .
0555H. Weather was not a factor at T.0. or enroute: weather in Tecovery area was

~ reported by Dong Ha as; 500%, 1000' overcast, 5 miles in fog, winds 36075, with

'
[

1530 6%1(1)1 1;ovement fgrgagtdtgroughAOut %g,y light hoursﬁ_ g%p3 of cl%uds observeg. at
- . een briefed Cr misgion: eckive was two crew members
of Dacron g,l downed the ppg%ousornligb% at3525918/8}1%5: SAR Forces were Sandys 5-6

and Jolly Greens at “iger and Channel 103. Trail 61 came up on VEF, asked

location of search areaX, and stated that he would attempt to proceed from the
coast up river to search area: later he meported turning back due to weather and

going to CHLO3 for fuel. Sandy 5/6 were on scene at approx 0615H and short¥y

established voice contact with Dacron 24. They informed him that they wonld

orbit the area, the area, wait for break in clouds, and make léourlyhcoim. checks.

D . - o * tﬁ B - c

made with Dabron 24”0t 0 087 S8V858 MOYE G, S0, MaG0Bh° s Somm phecks were . L o

2B. Trail 61 reported airborne at 0920 proceeding low level. At 0925 Sandy tg‘
clouds

reported break developing in clouds at ch areg and after dropping below
regorted goog.kvisibiigtygin tﬁeorive% vgfigys; aiso that thereot?rg.s zgm sign of

movement or habitation. Sandys 5 and & agreed that a recovery was feasible: Queen
was asked to launch Jolly Greens, relayed was by Crown 4 at 0935H. At 0945 Queen
reported JG 03(L) and 10 airborne from Cigsr: 5JG 03 and 10 arrived on scene at
1005, Sandy 7/8 arrived on scene at 100Q0H. andy 5 attempted to lead JG 03 dowm
but at this time the hole slosed: another hole nearbywas attempted, also '

unsuccessful, An attempd to oceed approx 10 miles southwest to the edee of the
claud coverage andaccxnepup thgrvalleysp%nderneath was made by Sandy 5 an§ JG 03

but terminated when another hole developed over .the searsh area and JGIO was
escorted down to make the pickups at approx. 1035H. The decision to have JG 10
make the pickups vice JG 03 was concurred by both Sandys and Jolly Greens: the
route from the SW undernegth the clouds might be blocked, the hole might close
again, and a definite opportunity for recovery might be lost. JG 10 was turned
over to Trail 61, who had arrived on scene via a low level route by Khe Shan,
and escorted to Dracon 24, who was recovered at 1044H. Dacron 2B was recovered
at 1053H. A pararescueman was lowered to assist 2B, who had reported both legs
broken. The recovered creumembers were taken to Da Nang AB landing 1155. Enrogte
2B was found to have rib, back and knee injuries. Just &s JG 10 was completing
the second pickup, Trail 61 reported ground fire directed at the two aircraft,

‘neither was reported to have been hit., MNo A.R. was performed

%Zé-,/ s
Panl A. Boatright, Capt, USAF
Regcue Crew Commander

Ngbors, Mobert G.
Hannan, George P.
Cruse, Doyle R.
Hawkins, Iewis M.
Barkley, Clarence H.
Weber, Edward E.
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(. " FROM: Capt. Paul A, Boatright
SUBJECT: Mission Nr 1-3-13, Dacron 2 z0 FEE é 7
T0: Commander
39 ARRSq

1. In accordance with para. 1,3rd ARRGp Sup 1 to ARESM 55-2, the following
additinal comments are made afa separate report to the mission narrative.

2. Digpite the unfavorsble existing and forcast weather the Jolly Greens ,
should have been launched and orbiting with Sandy 5/6. Even the most complete
and extensive cloud coverage may have occassional breaks that can be exploited
if the required forces are on hand and ready to commence operations. In the
present ingtance, the first breek in the weather lasted some forty mimtes, from
0925-1005H. -This would have been ample time to survey the area, pinpoint survivors
and recover them. By not having the required forces on hand when they were
needed, three unfavorable events tock place: first the redovery tack about one
hour longer than it should have taken; second, the "sucker hole® closed in and = '
this could well have been the only chance for the day as the cloud coverage £
North and East was gﬁensive and was being pushed into the hills by a light
northerly wind: thew#, the first probe of the valley by Sandy 5 apparently
attracted the notice of hostiles who had an hour and ten mimutes to move into
the area. Any additional lost time could easily have cost the two downed
crevmembers as well as one or more aircraft with its crewmembers. Successful
recoveries in this area require both the ®amdys and Jolly Greens, plus the
(' HC3130P-for certain extended mission, and there is really nét much point in

- sending out only a half of the system, in fact there is a definite drawback in that

ix the first aircraft alerts the hostiles to an area of interest to us.

-yt I

3. Mission briefing b; Queen was incomplete in that no mention was made of the
fact tha.t?l) Canastras had been orbiting the area of Dacron 2 during the night and
therefore were a matter of interest to us as they were waiting to be relieved by the
Sandys. (2) No mention was made of a search just southeast of CH1O9 for Dimmer 3-2
which was being conducted by Navy aircraft. As common frequencies are used

and as one force may be of assistance to the other, the briefing when a Crown
arrives on orbit should include all kneen search activities and SAR Forces.

This practige will usually save time as it eliminates the piece meal extraction

of information later on, :

4. The Trimmer 61 an O-2 seemed to have definite advantages over the A-ls. Its
slower possible speed and greater manewverability in the confines of the river
valley seemed to make a definite contribution to the rapid pinpointing of the
Dacron 2 survivors. I recommend that Rescue further investigate its possibilities
as a ﬁpphiment to the A~1 force. :

Wl
Paul A. Boatri

ght, Capt, USAF
Rescue Crew Commander
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BUBJECT: Mission Rarrative 1~3413 (Dacron 2) ' 20 Februsry 1968
I0: Commander |
39 ARRSq

1. The crew of Crown 4 was notified at 20{0100H to launch acft 211 at O510H.
No fifficulties were encountered at launch or enroute. Crowm 4 was on.station .
' - 0555H. Weather was not a factor at T.0. or enroute: weather in recovery area was
B reported by Dong Ha as; 500!, 1000' overcast, 5 miles in fg%, winds 36075, with . .-
| BT T sl out day Light howe Tope of el chreried o
of Dacron 8’1 downed £he prg%ous night at 5?18&1:&5: SAR Forces were Sandys 5-6
and Jolly Greens at “igar and Chamnel 103. Trail 61 came up on VHF, asked

location of search are and stated that he would attempt to proceed from the :
coast up river to sear?:’tﬁ'area: ter he meported tzrning bacl:pdue to weather and

going to CH103 for fuel. Sandy 5/6 were on scene at approx 0615H and shortiy
eatablished voice contact with Dacron 2A. They informed him that they would
. Br‘bit the area, the area, wait for break in clouds, and make %ourly comn. checks.
m: rogi& Beaggronbe%lngtsﬁfogfmaﬁ.monn %%ttgwgél: ce coggc%hsggsegetgglished
wih 2B, E;Sj% 61 rgporlted airborne at 09:12:0 procgeding low level. At Q925bsindy .
T loud
FOpORiad ghod’ ISTIRISE. R Lotz s opch, o, and attor droppiag below thecloud
movement or hgbitation. Samdys 5 and & agreed that a recovery was feasible: Queen
was asked to lsunch Jolly Greens, relayed wax by Crown 4 at 0935H. At 3945 Queen
; reported JG 03(L) and 10 airborne from Cig-r: JG 03 and 10 arrived on scene at
i ( ' 1005. Sandy 7/3 arrived on scene at 1000H. andy 5 attempted to lead JG O3 down
but at this time the hole slosed: another hole nearbywas attempted, also
ungaccessful, An attempt to proceed approx 10 miles =outhwest to the edeze of the
claud coverage and came up the valleys underneath was made by Sandy 5 and JG 03 .
but terminated when another hole developed over the search area and JG10 was |
escorted down to make the pickups at approx. 1035H. The decision to have JG 10
make the pickups vice JG 03 was concurred by both Sandys and Jolly Greens: the
route {rom the SW underneath the clouds might be blocked, the hole might close
agaln, and g definite opportunity for recovery might be lost. JG 10 was turned
over to Trail 61, who had arrived on scene via a low level route by Khe Shan,
and escorted to Dracon 24, who was recovered at 1044H. Dacron 2B was recovered
at 1053H. A pararescueman was lowered to assist 2B, who had reported both legs
broken. The recovered crewmembers were taken to Da Nang AB landing 1155. ZEnrogte
2B was found to have rib, back and knee injuries. Just as JG 10 was completing
the second pickup, Trail 61 reported ground fire directed at the two aireraft,
s neither was reported to have been hit., No A.R. was performed

(oo s

Paul A. Boatright, Capt, USLF
Rescue. Crew Cammander

Nabors, ™obert G.
Hannan, George P.
Cruse, Doyle R.
Hawkins, Iewis M.
Barkley, Clarence H.
Weber, Edward E.
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- 37th ARRSq, Hist, Jan-Mar 1968 6.

returned to DaNang., 7

(6)(u) 1-3—10, 6 Feb 1968: At 0310Z Jolly Green 30 was
scrambled from DaNang to a point ten (10) miles southe#st té_
extract four'ﬁoﬁnded indigeﬁous personnel. Ewven though this area
was reported hostile, no escort was provided; At-OBZOZ Jolly Gréen
30.established radio contact with the ground party. A landing
zone (LZ) was located close to the ground party's position and

was utilized by Jolly Green 30 in picking up three (3) WIAs. No

hostile firé was encountered. The survivors were trénsﬁorted to
NSA hospital and the mission was terminated upon landing at DaNang.
(7)(u) i—3-13, 20 Feb 1968. At OL45Z Jolly Green O3 and 10
wa;e scrambled fram Quang Tri to recover the crew of a USAF'f-hC
down twenty (20) miles southeast of Khe Sanh, RVN. The Jolly
Greens arrived in the area st 02007 and made conbact with the SAR
forces - four (4) USAF AlEs and a USAF FAC 0-2., Because of a low
El6ud deck it ‘was necessary to utilize the.fixed wiﬁg aircraft
in locating the survivors' positions bpforé committing the heli-
copter to the pickup. A£ 0230Z the FAC led Jolly Green 10 down
through a hole in the overcast to the survivors' general location.

Jolly Green 10 then requested smoke flares be ignited by the

" survivors. The flares were spotted approximately one-half mile

apart. Jolly Green 10 dropped hi- ‘- tanks and proceeded to

pick up the first survivor, Car ... «. Brent, FR78163, 390 TFS,

I
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37th ARRSq Hist, Jon-Mar 1968 ‘ _ 7.
APO 96337 The pararescueman, Sgt Angus C.. HcDougall, was lowered
on the hoist to assist thg second survivor who _reportedly had two
broken legs. However, despite his injuries, the second survivar,

1st Lt Paul Sieler, FV3173627, 390 TFS, APO 96337, managed to rup

to the'penetrator and Sgt McDougall. The survivor and pararescue- -

man were hoisted aboard and Jolly Green 10 followed the FAC up
through the overcéstJ The mission was terminated upon landing at
DaNang. |

| (8)(U) 1-3-1k, 22 Feb 1968. At 1420Z Jolly Greens 07, Ok, 30
and 10 were utilized to transport thirty one (31) Jitter and six-
teen (16) ambulatory MEDIVACS fram "Delta" hospital, Dong Ha,
RVN, to‘NSA hospitsl, DaNang. The reasoné Jolly Greens were used

for this unusual mission were the éxtremely low cloud ceiling,

darkness, and poor visibility at Dong Ha precluded any fixed wing'

ajreraft landing there. The patients were in critical condition
~and ﬁa@ to be transferred immediataly.

- (9)(u) 1-3—15.‘22 Feb 1968. At 18242 Jolly Green 25 was
scrambled from DaNang to égarch for the crews.of a UsMC A;S and
an F-8 that had collided twenty (20) miles southeast. Since this
mission took pléce entirely at nir"™ fﬂ]ly‘Gréen 25 was.assiéted

by a USAF C-47 flareship. At 1¢. . Jowiy Green 25 made a night

water landing and picked~up'the survivors - Capt Lawrence E.

Pabin, 092192, and Cs,t Roderick Smith, Ov4204, VMA (AW) 533. A
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'DEPARTMENT OF THE MR FORCE ... .
rrm AEROSPACE REBCUE AND RECOVERY SQUADRON |HACI .
APQ SAN FRANCISCO 9€337

370

MISSION NARRATIVE REPORT (1-3-15, 22 Feb 68) ()

‘classified by__
SUBJECT TO GESERAL DECLAS SIFICATION”

" §eEEDULE OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 1165
AUTOMATI CALLY DOWNGRADE

" YPAR INTERVALS .

Sl - DECLASSIFIED O . S

I .-:.15 -‘;#(U) Tnls zeport ia sumitied LAY AR 55-2/3 ARRGp Sup 1 dated.
ins 'IJIIB .- --, PP s '—-., ‘ e . :— ’ .

(G) J'o]_'l.y G'reen 25 was scrambled f:rom DaNa.ng a‘b 18242, 22 Feb 68
to search for survivors of a mid-air collision of an F-8 (one’ p:Llot)
.and an A-6 {two pilots). Upon departure, 9G 25 contacted Grossbow 122, -
'a-flareship in the area, who had tentatively located a beeper at :
1289/20/Ch 94. JG 25 proceeded to this position as Crossbow 122
continued to drop flares in the area. As Jolly Green 25 reached
128°/18/Ch 94 one survivor popped a night flare which was jmmediately
spotted by the crew. Radio contact was established with the survivor
and he popped another flare as JG 25 established an approach to his = .

: position., As JG 25 entered a hover near the survivor a nengun flare ¥
= e “ was spotted two hundred yards south-east of the first man's position. &

JG 25 landed in the water angd recovered the first suwrvivor at 18402, .
Crossbow 122 continued tommecovered
WOOZ JG 25 then proceeded to NSA Hospital
with the survivors as JG 04 arrived on the scene 1o continue the search.

At 19242, JG 25 returned to Channel 9/ and assumed standby alert. JG 04
contimued to search for th irdmailot i tact couJ.d be
established and JG 04 was RTB'd4d at OAJ,.OZ 23 Feb 68

3. (U) Ueather was 3000 feet overcast. Crew coordination was

excellent and WMIJ% by Crossbow 122

greatly aided tne rescue erffort.

4e {G) The survivors were Captain Laurence E. Pab:r.n, 092192, and
Captain Rodericlk Smith, 094204, VHA (AW) 533,

5. (U) Crew members of Jolly Greens:

JOLLY GRIEN 25 " JOLLY GRESN 04

RCC  Capt John B. licTasney RCC  Major John W. Robey
RCCP Capt John I. Patterson RCCP Capt Robert levins III
FE Sgt Odell Carter FE SSgt Gordon T. Greever
RS A1C Ricky D. Hindman RS Sgt Angus C. ¢ghftudall

. d at 3 yeaXr
o powngrade
y%v\ o o antervals; x.EC.;.E..qulleu
: 2 yeaT
JOIET B. MCTASHEY, Capfain, USAF aBten Lok
Rescue Crew Com,r ~der




37tn ARRSq Hist, an-Mar 1968 o 2
APO 96337 The pararescueman, Sgt Angus C.. McDougall, was 1mrered
on the hoist to assist thg second survivor who.reporbedly had two
broken legs. However, despite his injuries, the seconci surviver,

1st I.t. Paul S:Leler, FV3173627, 390 TFS, APO 96337, managed to rup

to tlhe penetrator and Sgt McDougall. The survivor and pararescue- -

man were hoisted aboard and Jolly Green 10 followed the FAC up
through the overcest . The mission was terminated upon landing at
DaNang. |

' (8)(U) 1-3-14, 22 Feb 1968. At 1420Z Jolly Greens O7, Ok, 30
‘and 10 were utilized to transport thirty ome (31) litter and six-
teen (16) ambulatory MEDIVACS fram "Delta" hospital, Dong Ha,

RVN, to '_NSA hospitsl, DaNang., The reasons Jolly Greens were used
i‘or this unusual mission were the srbrelnely low cloud ceiling,
darkness, and poor visibility at Dong Ha precluded any fixed w:mg‘
aireraft 1anding there. The patients were in critical condition
. and i1a§1 to be transferred imnediately.

(9)(U) 1-3-15, 22 Feb 1968. At 1822 Jolly Green 25 was
scrambled from DaNang to search for the crews -oi' a USHC A-;S and
an F-8 that had collided twenty (20) miles southeast. Since this
mission took place entirely at nﬂm :roﬂv Green 25 was assisted
by a USAF C-47 flaxjeshlp_. At 1€. . Juziy Green 25 made a night

water landing and p:l.cksd'up the survivors =~ Capt lawrence E.

Pabin, 092192, and Csot Roderick Smith, Ov4204, VMA (AW) 533. A
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_ DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR- FORCE
37TH AEROSPACE RF.scus AND RECOVERY SQUADRON Iu.\cl
AFPO SAN FRANCISCO 96337 '

REPLY TO

ATTN UuF; 370

‘\\ m;é

sonecr,  MISSTON HARRATIVE REPORT (1-3-14, 22 Feb 68) (U)

Classified by
~37C W '

S YECT TO GEWERAL DECLASSIFL
* SSYEDULE OF XECUTIVE ORDER %52
3rd ARRGp (J SARC) AUTOMATICALLY DOWNGRAD
I, TURN . ¥BaR INTERVALS 5/
DECLASSIFIED o

T

.\'- .',,-\ .

_ (G) At 1300Z 22 Feb 68 Det 4 AMES alerted the 37th ARRS for a .
pOSSlble MEDIVAGC of kX J,;Li'd:er and 16 ambulatory MEDIVACS from "Delta'
“Hospital, Dong Ha, RVH 4o the KSA Hospiftal, Dalang, RVN. At 14202, .
having received permission from Queen, Jolly Green 07 was launched from S
Chamnel 94 followed by JG 04 at 1443Z, JG 30 at 1456Z and JG 10 at '
1507Z. At 1529 Jolly Green 07 landed at Dong Ha, loaded on 11 litter

and 4 ambula.tory and departed for Dallang., Shortly thereafter, Jolly

Green 04 picked up 12 lluters and 1 ambulatory, JG 30 picked up 5

tters and 5 ambulauory, and JG 10 picked up 4 litters and 6 e

ambulatory. The aircraft landing times at Channel 94 after delivering

the MEDIVACs to ISA Hospital were: JG 07 at 1715Z, JG 04 at 1730Z, JG

30 at 17432, and JG 10 at 1746Z.

3. (C) The weather was a factor in ithe mission., Dong Ha's weather
was 300 foot oveercast and less than 2 miles visibility. GG4 control
nad to_be utiliz ffs and landings, causing some
congestion as GOA could only handle one alrcral 2 time. Ho ground
fire was sighted..

bo (U) Crew members of Jolly Greens:

JOLLY GRERN 07

RCC Capt John B. MeTasney
RCCP Capt John I. Patterson
FE Sgt Odell Carter

RS A1C Ricky D. Hindman

JOLLY GREFW 30

RCC  Capt William E. Brennan
RCCP Capt William B. Byrd Jr
F& SSgt Robert He Baldwin

RS Sgt Donald K. Claudius

'54(.‘ 3 25"’"%4.
JOMH B MCTASHEY, Capt s USAF
Rescue Crew Commander

JOLLY GREZH OA

RCC Major John W. Robey

RCCP Capt Robert Levins IIl
FE S8gt Gordon T. Greever
RS Sgt Angus C. MeDougall

JOLLY GR=&] 10

RCC  Capt Thomas E. Bair

RCCP Capt Frank Cardile

FE  SSgt Windell L. Stumbaugh
RS Sgt Peter J. Ganun

GF. OUP 4 .1.‘;": L -_‘A- .

Downgraded a5 3 year
intervals; declassified
after 12 years
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37th ARRSq Hist, Jan-Mar 1968 o 2
APO 96337. The pararescueman, Sgt Angus C..HcDoﬁga;l, was lowered
on the hoist to assist thg second suriiyor whd_réportedly had ﬂwo
broken legs. However, despite his injuries, the secon& survivar,

1st It Paul Sieler, FV3L73627, 390 TFS, APO 96337, managed to rup.

to the-penetrator and Sgt McDougall. The survivor and pararescue-—

man were hoisted aboard and Jolly Green 10 followed the FAC up
through the overcést; The mission was' terminated upon landing at
DaNang. |

| (é)tU)_ 1-3-14, 22 Feb 1968. At 14202 Jolly Gre;ns 07, Oh, 30
and 10 were utilized to transport thirty one (31) litter and six-

teen (16) ambulatery MEDIVACS from "Delta" hospital, Dong Ha,

RVN, to NSA hospital, DaNang. The reasons Jolly Greens were used

for this unusual missjon were the éxtremely low ¢loud ceiling,
darkness, and poor visibility at Dong ﬁ# frecluded any fixed wing
aireraft lénAing tﬁere. The patients were in eritical condition:
_and ﬁa§ to be transferred immediatély.

(9)(U) 1-3-15, 22 Feb 1968. At 1824Z Jolly Green 25 was
scrambled fram DaNang to search for the crews.of a UsMC A;é and
an F-8 that had collided twenty (20) miles southeast. Since this
mission took plﬁce entirely at nir“ fﬂily.Gréén 25 was.assiéted
by a USAF'C—A7 Elapeship, At lc. .. Jowoiy Green 25 made a night
water landing and picked-up‘the survivors - Capt Lawrence E.

Pabin, 092192, and Cs~t Roderick Smith, 0v4204, VMA (AW) S23. A
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. DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR'FORCE
37TH AEROSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY SQUADRON (MAC)
APO.SAN FRANCISCO 96337

rerLy To

ATTN u¥, 370

sunser,  MISSION NARP.ATIV“ REPORT (1.=:L17_,_ 25 Feb 68) (U)
Classified by —=——— .

SOHEDULE OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 11652

yo I = :
3rd ARRGp (J’SARG%)( . AUTOMATICALLY DORY
o '  YEAR INTERVALS !%ﬂ ™
DECLASSIFIED ON /
(U) This report is submitted IAW ARRSM 5- 3

.~:.‘:’-..:'-;15 J'une 1967. s

G (G) Jolly Green 07 (low) and 10 (high) were scrambled from.Marine

;"Quang Tri at 05552, 25 Feb 68, - The rescue objective was the pilot of
‘Icon 01, an F-100, located at 040°/23/Ch 72. Because of the low
overcast condition, both Jolly Greens used Quang Tri GCA for radar

- vectors to climb on top. At G625Z, both Jolly Greens arrived on scene.
Covey 635 {an O-2), Hobo 17 & 25 (2 A-1Es), and two Air America Hueys
(UH-1Bs) were already in the area. Covey 685 advised the Jolly Greens
that heavy concentrations of 37mm and automatic weapons were kmown to
be in the area and to proceed with extreme caution., JG 07 and 10
established an orbit position fthree miles west of the downed pilot's
position while one of the Air America Hueys attempted the pick-up. The
Huey came to a hover over the survivor but was forced to pull off after
receiving ground fire and taking several hits. The Hobos were then
called in to Suppress the ground fire. At 0633Z, JG 07 started dowm %o
attempt the pick-up while JG 10 remained at altltude. JG 07 received
ground fire while approaching the hover and crew members were aware of
taking some hits. The swrvivor was suspended from his parachute whica
was entangled in a tree aprroxdmately two hundred feet below the ridge
line of a steep cliff, JG 07 had %o hover extremely close to the side
of the cliff and about fifty feet below the crest. The survivor was
taken aboard at 06382 and reported that he had heard nmumerous shots
fired from below him during the pick-up and that several of the slugs had
hit his parachute harmess. The survivor apreared fto be in excellent
condition. JG 07 and 10 departed the area immediately. JG 10 returned
to Guang Tri and JG O7 proceeded to Dallang, arriving at 0755Z2. Upon
inspection it was found that JG 07 had taken two hits, apparantly 30 cal.

3. (C) Weather in the pick-up area was good. Crew coordination was
excellent. The Flight Engineer of Jolly Green 07 is to be commended for
his outstanding job in directing the helicopter over the tree in which
the pilot was suspended. It was necessary for the FE to drop the
penetrator with pin-péint accuracy which he did in a minimm amount of
time. OCovey 685 did an excellent job of directing the rescue effort.




4. {C) The survivor was Captain Bernard E. Flanagan, FV3065735.
5. (U) Crew members of Jolly Greens:

-JOLLY GREEN 07 JOLLY GREERI 10

RCG Captain William E. Bremman RCC  Captain Charles R. Dunn
RCCP Captain Jerry D. Clearman RCCP HMajor Louis C. Gang

FE 85gt James A. Bowers FE Sgt John Enriguez

RS Sgt Vincent E. Deets RS Sgt Peter J. Ganun

'\-‘-31 - CEA@/\W
mﬁ%ﬂf’ﬁm\m ;. Captain, USAF

Rescue Crew Commander

7



| 37¢h ARRSq Hist, JansMar 1968 . 8.

search wWas contlnued for the F-8 pilot with negatlve results. .

(10)(C)  1-3-17; 25 Feb 1968, At 05552 Jolly Green 07 and

10 were Sccambied from Quang Tri to a poznt'twenty three-(23)

miles northeast of- Saravane, Laos, to recover the pilot of a’

lUSAF F—lOO. Escorb was provided by a USAF FAG 0—2 -and two (2)
. USAF A-lEs. The area contalned heavy concentrations of hcstlle
37mm AAA and numerous,heavy_automatlc wecpons:pqsit;ons; .Angglr .
‘Americafhelicopter attempted to pick up the cﬁr#ivcrtbutuwac"
_driven from the area by hostile fire; At 06332,'after suppres-

sion of the enemy fire by the A~lEs, Jolly Green 07 entered a

hover over the downed pilot. The surviver, Capt Bernard E. -

5 FV3065735, was suSpended upside down by his parachute

harness in a tree, however, the Flight Engineer was able to

. swing the forest penetratar under the parachute canopy to the .

ilot. ‘In splte of this dlfficulty and the heavy automatic ‘

weapons f1re sustained while in the hover, Jolly Green 07 was

able to complete the pickup in less than five (5) minutes.

Inspection of the alrcraft after 1and1ng at DaNang;revealed two -

{2) automatic weapons hits in the fuselage.

(ll)(S) 2—3—15,‘27 Feb 1968. At 05152 Jolly Green 10 and
25 were scramblcc from Quéng Tri to »a~ist in the recovery_ofra
USN P-Zv'aircrew doﬁned‘by hosti_e fire north of Saracane; Laoc.
Escort was provided by numerous USAF A-lEs and USAF FAC 0—28.
Jolly Green 10 recovc“ed Lt Bernard Walsh, 6595h6, USH and ARDB

GROUP 4

Dcwn"1adtd at 3 year
intervals -déeoclassitlied -
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26 February 1968

While on a regular Crown 5 orbit a call was received on guard at 0548
that Icon 01, an F100 with one pilot was down in Southern Loas,040/23mm fream
Ch 72. Crown 2 contacted Covey 865 who had the chute in sight. He also
had contact with Hobo 25, Hobo 26, Hobo 15 and Hobo 16 and they were used to

. secure the area while the rescue forces were enroute. Also in the area was -
an Army Heliocopter, Hotel 39, who advised he could land in a field 50 meters
from the chute.

Crown 5 was advised to take the mission and direct the rescue forces at
0800Z. At 0555 Jolly Greens 07/10 were airborne from Ch 103. They were
estimating the area at 0625. :

Covey 685 advised the area was 7000' scattered, and the man was én a 3000!
ledge. Also in the area were some 37mm sights, and advised Jolly Green to
pass north and come in fram the west.

At 0615 Hotel 39 passed over the chute and saw that the pilot was still
hanging in his chute. He attempted to lower his sling but it would not
penetrate the trees. He also tock some small arms fire.

Jolly Green 07 was vectored to the area by Covey 865, after the Hobo’
flight had sterilized the ridge line east of the pilot.

At 0435 Jolly Green 07 moved over the downed pilot Icon 01 and picked
the man out of the chute, and was out of the area at 0639, He took some small
arms fire also. |

A1l forces were RIB at 0645, with the survivor being taken to Ch 94, land-
ing aéc 37452, ‘

ovey 685 did an outstanding job in co-ordinating the Hobo, Jolly Greens,
on the pickup.

) g

Major, USAF
Rescue Grew Commander

Crew; Mirick, John W.

‘ Hay, John T.
Gmeiner, Richard B.
Taylor, Billie R.
Nowland, Otto O.
Hudson, George G.
Verret, Charles J.
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EEPLY 70 .
ATTN OF: OPS/3446 pm_llr'r‘r:‘
SUBJECT: Mission Narrative, 28 February 192523 7 :
, , uy 62 MAR 1963
T0: QD W Cﬁ v /)

3rd ARRGp (3JS4RC) APO 96}0’{ . , JW

IN TURN

1. (U) This report is sularitted in accordance with ARRSM 55-2/3ARRGp
Sup 1, da‘bed. 15 June 67.

2. CS‘)’ At 1535L, 28 Feb 1968, Jolly Green 36(L) and 17(H) were a.dvised. that :

.2 Bear aircraft was down approx:i.mately 80 miles east of Channel 89, Both .

. 'Jolly Green aircraft and Sandy 5,6,7 and 8 were scrambled by Compress at
1540L, and Jolly Green 36 and 17 were airborne at 1545L. The weather was
7,500" scattered layer, with 10 miles visibility throaghout the mission.

" Crown 2 advised on VHF that an F-100 aircraft, call sign "Nash", was capping
the downed pilot and Nail 12 was also in the area.. Rendezous with Sandy 5,6,
7 and 8 was sixty miles east of Channel 89; Sandy 5 & 6 continued ghead of the
helicopters to locate the pilot., Nail 12 1ed Sandy 5 & 6 over the man, whose
parachute was visible on top of the trees, He was sem:.—consclous, and Sandy 5
was ungble to contact him as he flew over the chute. The survivor had pre-
viously stated he thought both legs were broken, and he was unable to move

TCAT o

E g o \\ them. Sandy 5 advised the area a around the downed airman appeared safe, and he

}h =& % ed Jolly Green 36 to a position over him at 1635L. The parachute was easily

IR Ek& een by Jolly Green 36 and an immediate approach to a hover was made. No

- gk@ % adio contact was established at anytime with the survivor by Jolly Green 36,
8 8 D Since the downed pilot had reported he had two broken legs the Rescue Special-
|ag Q,_D ist went down on the hoist., The survivor was hanging in his chute at approxi-
’ = g mately 2,500 MSL on the side of a karst formation with 150! trees. As the

é% o rararescue Specialist was zoing down on the hoist Sandy & reported ground fire

- :% % B 2to the north; Sendy’s 5,6,7 and 8 began expending ordnance in this arsa. The
g w% é = dPararescue Specialist secured the survivor, who was unable to be of assistance,
8 &% 2 {f & to the penetrator and rode up with him on the hoist; the stokes litter could
el é‘b = Anot be used due to demsity of the foliage surrounding the man., Jolly Creen 36
ne ; 4 hovered over the pilot for twent minutes while he wes being strapped on the
58 §= i 23 penetrator. Sandy 5 advised the best exit route from the area and Jolly Green
© v XA 36 departed at 1700L and arrived Channel 89 at 1740L. The survivor appeared

to be in good shape, despite two broken thigh bones. Jolly Green 36 did not

- recelve any battle deamage, although all aircraft were well within range of
several 37mm sites. Small arms and automatic weapons fire was drawn and sur- '
pressed by the Sandy's, and battle damage was sustained by voth Sandy 7 and 8.
Sandy 8 had his hydraulic's shot out. Radio discipline throughout the effort
was excellent, and the cooperation of Nail 12 and Sandy's 5,6,7 and 8 was
responsible for the extremely expeditious recovery of the pilot. .

3. (C) The name of the survivor: GENE J, BASEL, Captain, USAF, 354 TFS.

Dowmgraded to CONFIDENTIAL

Cy [ of 9 Copies
25 MAR 971 1yg aer 20f2

/-3 ,0 63-35- vy & ‘3
N T o -réf——(’ o g . bapoes/




ﬁ?“\l"\ﬂ’?—‘

L iNIT , e

HHr:r -

3 A i U 1
4e (U) Grew—gh‘] ) yr'(:reen 36: Ly
DALE L. ODERMAN,

GEORGE W. GREER, Captain -~ RCCP

MICKEY D. BERRY

JOSEFE M. DUFFY,

» Sergeant E-4 - ¥E
Sergeant, E-4 = RS

DALE L. ODERMAN, Major, USAF

Rescue Crew Commander

Major - RGC "
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. 600 Photo. Sauadron N S| e/aLaM | 28 Fabruary 1968
suu:c'r ; ; T el e ine CAMERAMAN e
* Air Rescue -(Captain Gene I. Basel) - : Sgt Brown : -
LOCATIONM ) . . ) ! - SOUNDMAN 5
Makbon Phanom -RTAFS, Thailand o ‘ ¢ N/A .
CLA!SI_!H:AT!ON AUTHORITY FOR CLASSIFICATION : 4 OTHER SERVICES COVERING
Unclassified N/A . & None -
CAMERA HR ﬂldhtlﬂ! NA | TYPE FiLM .o CE e . . ' o 16 MM 38 MM| FTO EXPOSED HORE FQLLDWS
“N/A SHIK vl EEMpe b T b 74 L I « o N/A - ‘N/A
) ‘ROLL SCENE [TAKE(FTG|LENS] - - v 2 . ¥ g .-+ DESCRIPTION.
b s COVER STORY |
i - lam, HxJE Jolls' Green Giant hmm&mm@agm th.

Aeros-;aqg,_xiescue and Recovg;z Squadron made, kha.1.Q00th comba

TR v e Kol

.- | 35ye.. i S Southeaé’b Lz F Februar- 28, When Captain G ;@,,,,;_,B ael,

31, Lakeside, CArIT7; 2h F-100 THunderChlel pila th
Tacticel Fighter Wing- cue in Horth Vietnam,. Crew Members

S Y ST AN AT T the save weRAr™EARY Dile L. Oderman, 32, -
Springfisld, Ore., Pilot; Captain George W. Greer, 26, Cambridge

- City, Ind., copilot; and Sergeants Joseph H. Duffy, 20, Kansas

City, Fo., pararescueman, and Mickey D, Berry, 20, Shreveport,
La., the flight mechanic. Throughout the rescue operation, A=1E
Sandy aircrait.crews provided aeriul cover for the Jolly Green
Crew, In 211, units of the 3rd Aerossace Rescue and Recovery
Group, of which the 37th ARRS is a pari, have completed more

| than 1,400 successful rescues since December 1964. The combat
classification results when a rescue has been accomplished in
which the individual rescued has been eXposed to enemy aciion or
has been recovered from a hostile area. A non-combat save is
credited when an individual could have died in a non-hostile
enviromment if rescue forces had not recovered him. The 3rd
ARGo, hee-.dquart.ereu at Tan Son Khut Air Base, commanded by
Colonel Paul E. Leske,.Oriando, Fla., registered its first save

i in December 196L, when a few helicopters and other aircraft

were sent from Pacific-based rescue units te Southeast Asia on

a temporary duty basis. The unit was originally designated as
the 38th ARRS. The group has twice been awarded the Presidential
Unit Citaticn for out..:tand:.ngloperatlons in Southeast Asia.

The firsy wes received in January 1966 as the 38th ARRS and

the otlier in larch 1967, as the 3rd ARRGp.
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" o u\ SN W e 4 e el
Co H!AOQUARTCRB SRD AEROBPACE REBCUE & RECOVERY Gnour (MAC)
TR L . APO BAN anacmco 96307
REFLY YO .‘_ : A b o 5 : :
d atmwor, 3G Co ST X A 7 March 1968
SULIECT) C,mnznam’ s Letter for Feoruary 1968 é.J ﬁ_ﬂn'l "'?
B ‘_7°I.A3.1'Sc Tmrrona & De.dihmerts, BARRGp . S e e S

BRI O:‘ 28 .E‘cb wary, Major Dale Oderrnan and his Jolly Grcen crew of

. rescue operations started in SEASIA in 1964. The recovery was up
near the ®u Ghia pass and had ali the --xgredlentb of a gond story; an
F-105 pilol with 79 missions compleied; two broken legs; a tirst save . o
. for the RCC; a descent iato the jungle b)' the PJ; the 21lst save for the
. PJ; Sgt Joe Duffy, ena 6 raonth tour extension; and a bit of bosiile

= action in the neighborhood.  We brought the crew to TSN and did a TV
D' © 77 panel type digcussion {ilin at AFVN studios., Ail the major networks
/,‘53";0# had carnera’coverage; NBC, ABC, CRS, BFRC, and AFN, Without
¢ . many greluminaries, the cameras started grinding ‘and the crew told
.Do ~ \(i the story of their individeal perticipation in the mission {withowtl a
\5\\0\ rete’, Followirg about a ndﬂt hour stint in {ront of the cernuras, we !

loomt Taite? States Puliic Afiairs Office (JUSFAT]
toroa “"'"‘-:)*-.' an Teli™ sesswon before &0 to 70 press representat:ies

went down ta !

tiwe world. lLiickily, fhere had been a corcial phoin-

lrﬂ N nl:. DEr
Boarid the HE-3%E Curine the mission and the filra was shown

grapher on
ity 4 repeat of the TV presentation and a uesiion
sne answer session. According to the TAF Director of Inlurmation,
we gob a tol i snléage out of the 100Cth save. Evideatly Saigon mwust
be pretty ro.gh anty becanse fhe crew members told me later that
they'd prefer to go to North Vietaam anytime rather thaa vo through

that routine agsin,

Ioowst by ersentia
o

2, in early February an HH-43 engaged in a night recovery Misaion

P/O‘D(‘/ . waz shot down, 'Z‘}.e denriefs of the crew members and the Army
) 3usiolfl pilot revealed facts which should be considered in the "esson

)3(3 learned" categovy ard which may be appiicable to your unit. The
HH iwo pilots Wcre not wearing their survival vests at the tizne they were
f&%s"‘w & il : i bt asd placed them on the floor of the cockpit next 1o the scat,
'j’ M«W’/ bwf"’ Duriag the vrasi, the pliot's vest and : WM-16 rifie were pualled from
o \5{050 the aircralt by the branches of thie trees through which they were de -
,\'c‘}) scending, The co-pilot's vest was to his lefi rear next to the seat

and when he reached for it he found it was already in llames. Ai-
rhough the pararescueman was wearing his vest properly, when he

Vet 1; 37ARRS; at Nakhon Phanorn rnade the 1000th combat save slm.e ‘. X
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DATE

DET 1 40 RHRRS

RESCUE NUMBER

JAr- MAR (&

SURVIVOR

TYPE AIRCRAFT

SERVICE LOCATION

JOLLY GREEN
CREW

28 Feb

229

Capt Basel

F-105

USAF Laos

UNDER
ENEMY FIRE

Capt Greer
Maj Oderman
Sgt Berry
Sgv Duffy

Yes

6 Mar

230
231

Capt Marler
Maj Benziger

B&b

USAF Thailand

Msj Oderman
Maj Reagan
Sgt Otero

Sgt_McComb

No

6 Mar

232

Capt Lewark

B66

“USAF Thailand

Ma) Orsini
Capt Holt
Sgt Grau
Sgt Frgboni

No

11 Mar

11 Mar

233 thru
268

269 thru
294

Classified

Classified

Evac ulnTio N
oF L.s. 985

Laos

Laos

Maj Haynes
MaJ Yuhas
Sgt Berry
Sgt Fraboni

Maj Oderman
Maj Williams
Sgt Cole

_Sgt_McComb

No

Ne

25 Mar

295

Sgt Hill

€123

Laos USAF

Capt Richardso

Maj Yuhas
Sgt Peele
Sgt Frabonil

71
No

30 Mar

30 Mar

296

297

298
299

LtCol Johnson
Maj Doran

Maj Marguardt
Capt Hodges

02

F-111

Laos USAF

Thailand USAF

Lt Platt
Ms] Yuhas
Sgt Berry
Sgt King

Maj Oderman

Capt McKinley

Sgt Hannegan
Sgt Boles

Atch 1

No

No

It


Robert1
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Robert1
Line


History - Det 1, LOth ARRSq, Jan - Mar 68

1968

3 Jan
6 Jan
10 Jan
12 Jan
15 Jan
16 Jan
17 Jan
18 Jan

CHRONOLOGY

Rascue o:-t Zorro 11 by Jolly Green 20(#218).

Reacue of Boswell 3 by Jolly Green 16 and 36(#219, #220).

Det 1 visited by Col I?resl:u-;ater, Vice Commander, 3rd ARBGp.
¥odical evacuation from L-85 by Jolly Green 17.

Jolly Green 20 crashed while on Prevue 1 mission in North Vietnam.
Reacue of Hangar 2 by Jolly Green 16(#221, #222).

Crew of Jolly Green 20 rescued by Jolly Green 71 of Det 2, 37 AHRS.
Rescue of Hangar 1A by Jolly Green 09(#223).

23-2) Jan - Maj Orsini briefed the 553rd Reconnaissance Squadron at Korat

RTAFB on SAR mission.

25 Jan - Det 1 visited by Col Emil Beaudry, Vice Commander ARRS, Col

William Masick, Deputy Commander Material, ARRS, and Col Paul E.

Leske, Commander, 3rd ARRGp.

26 Jan - Col Beaudry presented Silver Stars to 1Lt Privette and Sgt McComb.

11, 12, 13 Feb - Maj Orsini briefed 388th Tactical Fighter Wing at Korat

27 Feb

28 Feb -

29 Feb -~

RTAFB on SAR mission.

Rescue of Sophomore 50 by Jolly Green 37 and 20. (#225-#228).
37 ARRS also took part and rescued three other crew members.

Rescue of Bear 1 by Jolly Green 36(#229). This was the 1000th
combat rescue made by 3rd ARRGp.

The crew of Jolly Green 36, Maj Oderman, Capt Gredr, Sgt Berry,
and Sgt Duffy went to Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN, for interviews on the
1000th rescue. They were interviewed by the major television

networks, for a UPI newspaper story and USAF hometown news releases,

16

and appeared at the Saigon daily Armed Forces briefing for reporters.

2-3 Mar - Maj Orsini, Capt Walker, Capt Holt, Lt Platt, and SSgt Keyes

interviewed for a National Geographic Magazine article of rescue in

SEA.

| TOROPHER=SSR0MLY |
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C Mission Narrative 2-3-17 - " 28 February 1968

Recovery of Bear 1 F~105 11 Person. Positon was 320/52/CH85. At 0827Z
Croun 2 received a Mayday from Bear IT and immediately started to climb for
better radio reception. Bear II, Nash Flt, Misty 44 flights were utilized
for CAP until "0lds® and “Tampa® f£lights a:rr::.ved on scene. The "0lds" and
"Tampa“ flights were assigned by Blue Chip and toock approxametly one hour
to arrive on scene. Bear lead was picked up before "0Old" and nTampa
‘arrived on scene. .They were utilized only as CAP for ‘the Sandys and Jolly
Greens return from the scene to. CH 89, The Ssndys 5-6-7—8 were notified and
were on scene at 0935Z., .
-i. . Jolly Green 17 and 36 were airborne at 08482 and 08502 with .Tolly Green
: 36 on scene at 09442, ifirhover over Bear I. Sandy 5 was the on acene commander -
negative ground fire was evident until after the Jolly Greens shd arrived.
_ ginvestlga.ted the ground fire which was 6 to 8 miles norht of the = - L
5 scene. A1l Saniys made bomb and 20MM runs %o suppress the ground fire, Hail °
4y 12 was on scene at 09002 and reported megative ground fire, gave terrian, ueather,
" elevation and said Begr 1 was 150 feet down from the pesk of a Karst in a tree T
~~'with a broken left thigh bone and possible broken right leg. R s
Jolly 36 picked up Bear 1 at 1000Z and proceeded to CH89. It was conf:.med -
that Bear 1 and both legs broken and mmerous bruise and seratches. Bear 1 had been
hit by ground fire.

.".

Lyndon J. Stretton, Capt, USAF
Rescue Crew Camnander

c_. CPp Morrissey
Connell
Clarkson
Coons
Creer
Cosgkis
Besh

SEE3dE

RET 1 HO PRAY 0N 2% Maxey APu,
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1827G: "Survivor pop three flares”, not sure if they were telling him to, or he did.
1830G: JG17 dropped his tanks and moved into area, but could not locate the survivor.
1835G: SANDY's and Jolly Green pulled out of area after contact was lost and it was too
dark to work.,

On 28 February

0638G: SANDY's 5,6,7.8 and JG17 returned to the area.

0648G: NAIL 54 reported finding two chutes, but reported they were "old".

1145G: CROWN asked "SUMO" to come up on guard, and was answered in Vietnamese.
(Note: SUMO was an RF-4C also lost on the 27th in this same area, which is part of this
puzzle, which is explained below.) A closing note for the ZULU day in SAR Log Reads:
"Sandy people think they may have talked to SUMO pilot last night while working
SOPHOMORE."

On 29 February;

0832G: Two JOLLY GREEN's inserted two six man teams into an area 2.5 miles west of

the primary search area due to weather. The teams were to search for the 8th survivor and
the SUMO crew.
0823G: The "packages" (teams) were picked up, JG-37 took three hits.

Our problem at JTF-FA is we had assumed one crewmember, who was thought to be dead, was left in the aircraft
which crashed and the "8th" survivor, the OP-2E pilot, had parachuted out of the aircraft. Prior to our entry into the
area to investigate, we had received several reports of villagers finding the body of pilot on a karst in the area where
the SOPHOMORE crew had been rescued, and we assumed it was the body of the pilot. When we finally made it
into the area, our team got the same information, and after two investigations, was finally led to the area on a karst
where the villagers had seen the body, a search of the area located a knife sheath and some remains. We assumed
these remains were those of the pilot, and in the meantime we had found the crash site of the OP-2E aircraft, which
we assumed contained the remains of the dead crewmember, and began an excavation of it. When we excavated the
site of what we thought was the remains of the pilot, we recovered remains, which were subsequently identified
through DNA matching as those of the dead crewmember left on the aircraft; apparently his body had fallen out of
the hatch of the OP-2 before it crashed. None of the other crewmembers saw the pilot bail out of the aircraft, which
was filled with smoke, so we can not prove he exited the aircraft, and are faced with a continued excavation of the
OP-2E crash site. Naturally you ask, what about the aborted rescue attempt for the "8th survivor” (pilot)? The
problem is the locations (3) given in the search and rescue log for the aborted rescue are over 15 kilometers
southeast of where the other OP-2 crewmembers were rescued and no where near the reported flight path of the OP-
2E aircraft, this is supported by the report that RUSTIC first picked up only a weak beeper and it took some time to
track it down. The area for the &th survivor is on the planned mission track of SUMO, the RF-4C that disappeared
the same afternoon in this area, and some after action reporting suggests a SUMO crewmember may have been the
object of the rescue attempt on the evening of the 27th. We have investigated on the ground in the area of the "8th
survivor”, but the villagers deny any knowledge of incidents in the area and we have never found the crash site of
the SUMO aircraft. Hopefully, we may have someone out there that participated in this operation that can shed some
light on this mystery. I appreciate your support and we will continue our efforts to bring back your buddies who
were left behind over there.
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FROM: Joint Task Force-Full Accounting (Mr. Bill Forsyth)

TO: All Vietnam Veterans, particularly Jolly Green, Crown, Sandy and Nail
Crews

SUBJECT: The SAR effort for SOPHOMORE 50 and SUMO, 27-29
February 1968

Jolly Green's and Other's

I am the POW/MIA anaylst for Laos and Cambodia at Joint Task Force-Full
Accounting (JTF-FA) at Camp Smith Hawaii and I would like to ask your
help on an MIA case that has become somewhat of a mystery to us. What I
am looking for anyone who particaptated in the SAR effort for
SOPHOMORE 50, a Navy OP-2E that was shot down in Laos, south of
Ban Karai pass/ Ban Laboy Ford, and north of the chokes, while dropping
Igloo White sensors on 27 February 1968.

What I am looking for is:

» 1. Anyone who participated in the rescue attempt for the 8th survivor
of SOPHOMORE 50 on the evening of 27 February 1968 that has
details of the incident or recalls the general location.

e 2. Anyone who may have had contact with the survivor; did he identify
himself??

e 3. Any JOLLY GREEN, SANDY or CROWN crew who may have
talked to the crew of SUMO, an RF-4C that disappeared the same day.

e 4. Any crewmembers who escorted the Jolly Greens that inserted
teams into the area two days after the incident that might remember the
general location of the incident.

BACKGROUND: During the 27 February 1968 recovery effort for
SOPHOMORE 50, seven of the nine crewmembers were recovered by
rescue helicopters. During the rescue, it was learned one dead crewmember
had been left in the aircraft and it was thought the 8th crewmembers, the
pilot, had exited the aircraft, although none of his crew actually saw him
leave the aircraft. From SAR logs, we have the following details of the
unsuccessful rescue of what was thought to be the "8th survivor" on the the
evening of the 27th and subsequent events:

e 1714G: RUSTIC picked up a weak beeper that was thought to be the
8th survivor.

e 1715G: RUSTIC reported a "loud and clear" contact with the "8th
Survivor".

e 1741G: The log entries report RUSTIC, SANDY'S, and NAIL 21 had
visual contact with the survivor.
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¢ 1803G: JOLLY GREEN 36 was over the survivor, but had too much
fuel and moved off to drop his tanks.

e 1826G: JG36 moved back in, but lost it's jungle penetrator and
withdrew.

e 1827G: "Survivor pop three flares”, not sure if they were telling him
to, or he did.

¢ 1830G: JG17 dropped his tanks and moved into area, but could not
locate the survivor.

¢ 1835G: SANDY's and Jolly Green pulled out of area after contact was
lost and it was too dark to work.

On 28 February:

e 0638G: SANDY's 5,6,7,8 and JG17 returned to the area.

o 0648G: NAIL 54 reported finding two chutes, but reported they were
Hold".

e 1145G: CROWN asked "SUMO" to come up on guard, and was
answered in Vietnamese. (Note: SUMO was an RF-4C also lost on the
27th 1n this same area, which is part of this puzzle, which is explained
below.) A closing note for the ZULU day in SAR Log Reads: "Sandy
people think they may have talked to SUMO pilot last night while
working SOPHOMORE."

On 29 February:

e 0832G: Two JOLLY GREEN's inserted two six man teams into an area
2.5 miles west of the primary search area due to weather. The teams
were to search for the 8th survivor and the SUMO crew.

o 0823G: The "packages" (teams) were picked up, JG-37 took three hits.

Our problem at JTF-FA is we had assumed one crewmember, who was
thought to be dead, was left in the aircraft which crashed and the "8th"
survivor, the OP-2E pilot, had parachuted out of the aircraft. Prior to our
entry into the area to investigate, we had received several reports of villagers
finding the body of pilot on a karst in the area where the SOPHOMORE
crew had been rescued, and we assumed it was the body of the pilot. When
we finally made it into the area, our team got the same information, and
after two investigations, was finally led to the area on a karst where the
villagers had seen the body, a search of the area located a knife sheath and
some remains. We assumed these remains were those of the pilot, and in the
meantime we had found the crash site of the OP-2E aircraft, which we
assumed contained the remains of the dead crewmember, and began an
excavation of it. When we excavated the site of what we thought was the
remains of the pilot, we recovered remains, which were subsequently
identified through DNA matching as those of the dead crewmember left on
the aircraft; apparently his body had fallen out of the hatch of the OP-2
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before it crashed. None of the other crewmembers saw the pilot bail out of
the aircraft, which was filled with smoke, so we can not prove he exited the
aircraft, and are faced with a continued excavation of the OP-2E crash site.
Naturally you ask, what about the aborted rescue attempt for the "8th
survivor" (pilot)? The problem is the locations (3) given in the search and
rescue log for the aborted rescue are over 15 kilometers southeast of where
the other OP-2 crewmembers were rescued and no where near the reported
flight path of the OP-2E aircraft, this is supported by the report that
RUSTIC first picked up only a weak beeper and it took some time to track it
down. The area for the 8th survivor is on the planned mission track of
SUMO, the RF-4C that disappeared the same afternoon in this area, and
some after action reporting suggests a SUMO crewmember may have been
the object of the rescue attempt on the evening of the 27th. We have
investigated on the ground in the area of the "8th survivor", but the villagers
deny any knowledge of incidents in the area and we have never found the
crash site of the SUMO aircraft. Hopefully, we may have someone out there
that participated in this operation that can shed some light on this mystery. I
appreciate your support and we will continue our efforts to bring back your
buddies who were left behind over there.

My E-Mail at home is forsyth@pixi.com; work is forsytwl@hg.pacom.mil.
Thank You Mr. Bill Forsyth
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Sandys fired rockets and cannon fire to

suppress the fire.

The PJ was dangling on the
penetrator at the same time Bear 1 was
hanging in his parachute. It took twenty
minutes for Sgt Duffy to get the
unconscious survivor on the penetrator.
Finally both the survivor and PJ were
recovered into the Jolly. Two of the four
Sandys sustained battle damage while
protecting the helicopter. On the way
back to NKP, Sgt Duffy treated Capt
Basels injuries. This was Maj Oderman’s
first combat save as aircraft commander

of a Jolly.

Back at NKP, the entire crew was
placed on a C-130 and flown to Saigon.
MACYV brought in the international press
corps and presented the crew for a press
conference. All the major U.S. networks
were there. The 7" AF Public Affairs
officer stated that MACYV got a lot of
positive press out of the 1000™ save.
MACYV needed some good press. This
mission occurred during the Tet
Offensive and there had not been much
positive press for any military

operations. Upon returning to NKP, the

rescuemen told their teammates that they
would prefer to fly a mission into NVN
rather than do another one of these “dog

and pony shows” in Saigon.

On 27 February, a USN P-2V was
downed over Laos abeam the DMZ. An
F-4 pilot reported to Crown 2 that he

observed six good chutes, was picking

up many beepers and had voice contact

with two survivors.

USN P2V Neptune Aireraft

USN Photo

Crown passed the information to the
JRCC and requested that the Jollys and
Sandys be scrambled. Three USAF O-2
FAC’s were in the area directing strikes
on the Ho Chi Minh Trail. Their call
signs were Nail 54, 71 and 48. These
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taken any ground fire. As Jolly 20
departed with its latest catch, it fired
upon by 37mm AAA gun. Several
rounds airbursted near the Jolly but it
safely egressed the area. At the same
time, Jolly Green 67 reported ground
fire. The two Jollys were ordered to
RTB.

The Sandys began to attack the
37mm gun and silenced it. It was
approaching sunset when Sandy 1
obtained voice contact with another
survivor. Replacement Jollys and Sandys
were inbound and arrived as darkness
was settling in. Jolly 36 was escorted by
Sandy 2 to the survivors suspected

| position. The forest penetrator was
lowered into a small clearing in which
the PJ had spotted a 1-man survival raft.
The penetrator reached the ground but
the survivor did not appear. After about
five minutes of hovering, the survivor
radioed that he was down slope and
popping a MK-13. The smoke emanated
from a heavily vegetated spot in the
jungle. The FE recovered the penetrator
and the Jolly pilot hover taxied to where

they believed the smoke had been seen.

Again the FE lowered the penetrator
but this time it disappeared mnto the
jungle trees. He kept running out cable
until he felt it go slack. He knew it was
on the ground but could not see it. He
held on to the cable waiting to feel the
survivor shake it from side to side. This
would be the signal to begin reeling 1t
up. The survivor radioed again and
asked the Jolly to drop the penetrator in
another nearby spot. Apparently he was
unable to get to the spot on the ground

the penetrator was presently at.

The FE reeled up again and
relowered the penetrator to the new
location he thought the survivor had
requested. By now it was pitch black and
the Jolly pilot had to turn on his
spotlights to obtain a hover reference.
The survivor once again asked that the
penetrator be repositioned. While
attempting to do so, the penetrator
became caught in the trees and the cable
snapped. At about the same time, the
survivor ceased fransmitting on his
radio. Jolly 36 departed the hover and
returned to an orbit position with his
high bird. Darkness and a lack of radio
contact forced termination of SAR

efforts until first light.
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men would fly in an massive SARTF, all

to rescue one marn.

The Tet Offensive was one of the

defining moments of the Vietnam War.
This attack shocked US citizens that had
been led to believe that we were winning
the war and that peace was at hand. The
Offensive had an extremely powerful
impact on the emotions, opinions and
convictions of millions of Americans. It
came just before the first primaries for
the presidential election and therefore
impacted political positions by the
candidates. The embarrassment of the
occupation of our embassy by VC troops
led to political rhetoric about who was to
blame and about the general conduct of
the war. The embassy takeover was a big
story in America. If we could not protect
it from the VC, how could we protect
anything else in the country? More
importantly many citizens began to
question the righteousness of the war or

Americas ability to win it.

The headline of the March 12 1968 NY
Times read “US is Losing the War in
Vietnam.” This was a simplistic

assessment of a complicated situation.

Who won the Tet Offensive? There
are two aspects to that question; a
military victory and a political victory.
Militarily the U.S. and ARVN
eventually won all the battles and
recaptured all of the cities seized by
DRV. The Viet Cong was decimated and
never recovered to their pre Tet strength.
NVA regulars had to reinforce the losses
suffered by the VC. The big attack on
Khe Sanh either never occurred or
falled. NVA casualties at Khe Sanh
exceeded 10,000 KIA. The U.S. lost
about 500 KIA in and around Khe Sanh.
After the Vietnam War ended many
North Vietnamese generals said that
their Khe Sanh strategy was designed to
divert and fix U.S. troops in and around
Khe Sanh. That ensured that when the
VC attacked all of the major cities in
SVN they would not have to contend
with the forces that were supporting Khe
Sanh.
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technology was brought to the field by
the NVA. Armor units began to play a
1ole. Radar controlied mobile AAA was
mtroduced along with shoulder fired
SAM’s. From this point on, the threat to

American airmen steadily increased.

Air Rescues biggest missions of
the Vietnam War lay in the future. This
story is told in volume two of this book.
The rescuernen who served in Vietnam
from 1964 until the Tet Offensive had
developed combat rescue tactics and had
been credited with over 1,200 combat
saves. They had served bravely and set a
high standard for those rescuemen who
followed them. All of the rescuemen
who had flown in SEA and those who
would fly until the 1973 Paris Peace
Accords were signed did so for one

reasonmn:

“That Others May Live”

! Larry Brandt, 39" ARRS Mission Report Mission #2-3-07, 18 January 1968 and HQ PACATF, Air
Operations in Southeast Asia, Vol XiI, January 1968
2 Report on the War in Vietnam, 30 June 1968, US Pacific Command
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FROM: Joint Task Force-Full Accounting (Mr. Bill Forsyth)
TO: All Vietnam Veterans, particularly Jolly Green, Crown, Sandy and Nail crews
SUBJECT: The SAR effort for SOPHOMORE 50 and SUMO, 27-29 February 1968

Jolly Green's and Other's

I am the POW/MIA anaylst for Laos and Cambodia at Joint Task Force-Full Accounting
(JTF-FA) at Camp Smith Hawaii and I would like to ask your help on an MIA case that
has become somewhat of a mystery to us. What I am looking for anyone who
particaptated in the SAR effort for SOPHOMORE 50, a Navy OP-2E that was shot
down in Laos, south of Ban Karai pass/ Ban Laboy Ford, and north of the chokes, while
dropping Igloo White sensors on 27 February 1968.

What I am looking for is: :

o 1. Anyone who participated in the rescue attempt for the 8th survivor o
SOPHOMORE 50 on the evening of 27 February 1968 that has details of the
incident or recalls the general location.

o 2. Anyone who may have had contact with the survivor; did he identify himself??

o 3. Any JOLLY GREEN, SANDY or CROWN crew who may have talked to the
crew of SUMQ, an RF-4C that disappeared the same day.

o 4. Any crewmembers who escorted the Jolly Greens that inserted teams into the
area two days after the incident that might remember the general location of the
incident.

BACKGROUND: During the 27 February 1968 recovery effort for SOPHOMORE 50,
seven of the nine crewmembers were recovered by rescue helicopiers. During the rescue,
it was learned one dead crewmember had been left in the aircraft and it was thought the
8th crewmembers, the pilot, had exited the aircraft, although none of his crew actually
saw him leave the aircraft. From SAR logs, we have the following details of the
unsuccessful rescue of what was thought to be the "8th survivor” om the the evening of
the 27th and subsequent events:

o 1714G: RUSTIC picked up a weak beeper that was thought to be the 8th survivor.

o 1715G: RUSTIC reported a "loud and clear" contact with the "8th Survivor".

e 1741G: The log entries report RUSTIC, SANDY'S, and NAIL 21 had visual
contact with the survivor.

e 1803G: JOLLY GREEN 36 was over the survivor, but bad too much fuel and
moved off to drop his tanks. d

o 1826G: JG36 moved back in, but lost it's jungle penetrator and withdrew.

o 1827G: "Survivor pop three flares", not sure if they were teiling him to, or he did.

o 1830G: JG17 dropped his tanks and moved into area, but could not locate the
survivor.

o 1835G: SANDY's and Jolly Green pulled out of area after contact was lost and it
was too dark to work.

. Or 28 February:

o 0638G: SANDY's 5,6,7,8 and JG17 returned to the area.
o 0648G: NAIL 54 reported finding two chutes, but reported they were "old".
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. o 1145G: CROWN asked "SUMO" to come up on guard, and was answered in
Vietnamese. (Note: SUMO was an RF-4C also lost on the 27th in this same area,
which is part of this puzzle, which is explained below.) A closing note for the

ZULU day in SAR Log Reads: "Sandy people think they may have talked to
SUMO pilot last night while working SOPHOMORE."

O=n 29 February: .

o 0832G: Two JOLLY GREEN's inserted two six man teams into an area 2.5 miles
west of the primary search area due to weather. The teams were to search for the
8th survivor and the SUMO crew.

- o 0823G: The "packages" (teams) were picked up, JG-37 took three hits.

Our problem at JTF-FA is we had assumed one crewmember, who was thought to be
dead, was left in the aircraft which crashed and the "8th" survivor, the OP-2E pilot, had
parachuted out of the aircraft. Prior to our entry into the area to investigate, we had
received several reports of villagers finding the body of pilot on a karst in the area where
the SOPHCOMORE crew had been rescued, and we assumed it was the body of the pilot.
When we finally made it into the area, our team got the same information, and after two
investigations, was finally led to the area on a karst where the villagers had seen the
body, a search of the area located a knife sheath and some remains. We assumed these
remains were those of the pilot, and in the meantime we had found the crash site of the
OP-2E aircraft, which we assumed contained the remains of the dead crewmember, and
began an excavation of it. When we excavated the site of what we thought was the
remains of the pilot, we recovered remains, which were subsequently identified through
DNA matching as those of the dead crewmember left on the aircraft; apparenily his body
had fallen out of the hatch of the OP-2 before it crashed. None of the other crewmembers
saw the pilot bail out of the aircraft, which was filled with smoke, so we can not prove he
exited the aircraft, and are faced with a continued excavation of the OP-2E crash site.
Naturally you ask, what about the aborted rescue attempt for the "8th survivor" (pilot)?
The problem is the locations (3) given in the search and rescue log for the aborted rescue
are over 15 kilometers southeast of where the other OP-2 crewmembers were rescued and
no where near the reported flight path of the OP-2E aircraft, this is sapported by the
report that RUSTIC first picked up only a weak beeper and it took some time to track it
down. The area for the 8th survivor is on the planned mission track of SUMO, the RF-4C
that disappeared the same afternoon in this area, and some after action reporting suggests
a SUMO crewmember may have been the object of the rescue attempt on the evening of
the 27th. We have investigated on the ground in the area of the "8th survivor", but the
villagers deny any knowledge of incidents in the area and we have never found the crash
site of the SUMO aircraft. Hopefully, we may have someone out there that participated in
this operation that can shed some light on this mystery. I appreciate your support and we
will continue our efforts to bring back your buddies who were left behind over there.

My E-Mail at home is forsyth@pixi.com; work is forsytwl@hq.pacom.mil.
Thank You Mr. Bill Forsyth

http://www.wpaﬂ).af.mil/museum/sophSO.htm 7/28/99



DET 3 38 ARRQ 6
HIST JAN - MAR 1968

The pilot immediately ejected. Position at this time was approxi-
mately 11 miles ENE of Ubon. The FSK was positioned between the
runway and parallel taxiway, and Pedro 70 proceeded toward the
smoke column from the aircraft crash. Chase plane reported good
chute., Chute was sighted 8 miles out. Pilot and chute were
observed descending into trees. After the pilot was located,
recovery was effected using forest penetrator. The helicopter
"hovered approximately 2 feet off the ground, and a crewmember
Jumped-out and recovered the pilot's chute and survival kit.
Pickup was made at 1120L. Departure for the base was at 1125L.
After returning to base the pilot was released to medical auth-
orities at 1130L. The pilot was uninjured. FSK was recovered

and returned to the rescue ramp at 1140L.

Crewmembers
RCC Capt Bobby L Meadows
RCCP Capt Arthur ¢ Plunkett
MT Sgt James M Payne
R3S Sgt David J Meade
RS Sgt Daniel I Dieter

L. 0329 February 1968. Det 3, 38th ARRS was alerted by Ubon
Tower via the primary crash net at 0055Z, that an F-4D (Buick L)
was inbound to the field with hydraulic problems, The HH-L3B

scrambled with the FSK. Shortly after takeoff, the tower advised
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HIST JAN - MAR 1968

that the F-~LD crew would attempt a controlled bailout, The FSK
was off loaded and the HH-L3B proceeded to the bailout area. At
0111Z the bailout was initiated at 16,000 feet and shortly there-
after one parachute was sighted. A landing was made in an open
field and the pilot was assisted to the helicopter. He had no
apparent injuries. A search was then initiated for the co-pilot.
No contact was made until some orange amoke was sighted. The
HH-U43B landed at 0212Z near the smoke and the medic and flight
engineer dispatched to search for the co-pilot. His body was
found in a heavily wooded area and death appeared to be the result
of a parachute failure. The smoke was assumed 'bo have been
initiated by a local civilian., A takeoff with the two F-LD crew-
members aboard was made at 0225Z and they were released to medical
authorities at 0233Z. The mission was temminated at 02352, No
emergency beepers were heard at any time but voice contact was

established for a short period with the pilot.

Crewmembers
RCC 1st Lt John R Bland Jr
RCCP Capt Clarence L Hansell
MT Sgt James M Payne
FE Sgt George W Tefferteller Jr
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QUPIHIUIIIULITC JVU X JUulliv

From: Mr. Bill Forsyth

EMail: work, home

Mission: Sophomore 50 & Sumo

Date: 27, 28 & 29 Fcbruary 1968

Aircraft: Navy OP-2E & RF-4C

Jolly Green's and Other's I am the POW/MIA anaylst for Laos and Cambodia at Joint Task Foree-Full Accounting
(JTE-FA) at Camp Smith Hawaii and I would like to ask your help on an MIA casc that has become somewhat ol a
mystery to us. What I am looking for anyonc who particaptated in the SAR cffort for SOPHOMORE 50, a Navy
OP-2E thal was shot down in Laos, south of Ban Karai pass/ Ban Laboy Ford, and north of the chokes, while
dropping Igloo White sensors on 27 February 1968. What I am looking for is:

1. Anyonc who participated in the rescue attempt for the 8th survivor of SOPHOMORE

50 on the evening of 27 Fcbruary 1968 that has details of the incident or recalls the

general location.

2. Anyone who may have had contact with the survivor; did he identify himself??

3. Any JOLLY GREEN, SANDY or CROWN crew who may have talked to the crew of

SUMO, an RF-4C that disappeared the same day.

4. Any crewmembers who escorted the Jolly Greens that inserted teams into the area two

days after the incident that might remember the general location of the incident.
BACKGROUND:
During the 27 February 1968 recovery clfort for SOPHOMORE 50, seven of the nine crewmembers were recovered
by rescuc helicopters, During the rescuc, it was learned one dead crewmember had been leltin the aircraft and it was
thought the 8th crewmembers, the pilot, had exited the aircraft, although none of his crew actually saw him leave the

aircraft, From SAR logs, we have the following details of the unsuccessful rescue of what was Lthought (o be the "gth
survivor" on the the evening of the 27th and subscequent events:

1714G: RUSTIC picked up a weak beeper that was thought to be the 8th survivor.
1715G: RUSTIC reportcd a "loud and clear” contact with the "8th Survivor”.

1741G: The log entrics report RUSTIC, SANDY'S, and NAIL 21 had visual contact with
the survivor.

1803G: JOLLY GREEN 36 was over the survivor, but had too much fuel and moved off
to drop his tanks. '
1826G: JG36 moved back in, but lost it's jungle penetrator and withdrew.





