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1. Literally and figuratively, we wound this rnonth up with a bang.
The VC attack on 31 January It6B against the major cities of South
Viet Narn was not entirely unexpected but the viciousness of the
attacks was unparalleled" Here at Tan Son Nhut,Jl2 VC were
51ESSJ,IEe*&j*g*ggEgAgI}glgEg.& w r E n a no f, .. L, z ffi u u s rq e

L lX_p_=:tgt-.- : .(*-ty,*l-P-_g-{y-*c3gl " sn i p e r s w e r e w i th in the c a n to n -
.IIPFrrrent area for rnore than 24 hours. One sniper was operating frorn

e r' s club dir r1 across the
olonels Bea staye 1n n ghts before the assault.
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Our peo e e ved well and no casualties were incurred within the
Group" At Pleiku, one HH-43 was pretty badly beaten up by shrapnel
frorn a l2Zrnnr rocket which irnpacted at the end of the revetrnent the
aircraft was parked in. This bird needs about 35 parts and sorne
sheet rnetal work but is reparable within the capabilities of the unit,
with base supportffimim-Nhut, Det 14 aircraft received sorne I

bullet holes but were flyable throughout the period. At Danang, the
JoIIy Greens and Pedros provided sustained, around-the-clock evac-
uation of incorning casualties being received frorn the DMZ area and
flown to f)anang by C- 130rs. Over:,190 -casualties were evacuated
frorn Danang to the Naval Hospital and the hospital ships Sanctuary
and Repose by the 37th and Det 7, 38th, in the six day period starting
31 January. Although these statistics will not show as saves, the
sustained perforrnance of our Danans oeoole *""*Sg!gH1*9.
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2" One non-personnel casualty to fall by the wayside as a result of
the attack is our new, apqrgv-ed jaqililx{?:*l_lfklg "t Tan San
Nhut. Construction had been scheduled to start-on 4 February;
however, as a result of the difficulties encountered in getting off-
base personnel back to the base, General Mornyer has directed
all construction efforts be directed towards on-base housing. This
is rnost frustrating as we had done quite a selling job to get the
base behind the effort. A 7AF prograrrrrning action directive has
been published which has an end objective of having all personnel
billeted on base by June 1968. Judging by this, it will_be JuIy be-
fore the Red Horse people can get to our project. lG'Elr'r4njnk*t*r Fh0



3. General Mornyerrs letter to Lieutenant General Holzapple, DCS/
Research and Developrnent, Hq USAF, containing e-
plac ernent aircraft for the HH-43, was dis tched on 2 anuar
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It re rs to It
also points out that this aircraft would nqt duplicate the requirernent
fo" ti.-HH;J.and*Ht*3 but would ffi'ffii"creased range and 0.rC
capability in those areas where larger, long range helicopters are
not norrnally available. So that it is clear that we are not seeking
new developrnent, the letter also states that the requirernent could
be satisfied by rnodification of @q of several helicopters il current
production. In view of lack "r z1?iliiffii"-ffi6n, ir appears
that this rnay be the best rneans frorn this end for getting additional
four-star and Air Council leve1 support for the replacernent aircraft.

4. Our helicopter copilots were pleased to finally get the word that
the 350 hours of helicopter tirne requirernent for upgrade has been
reduced to 275 hours by MAC. Although this is not as low as we would
have liked it, this level provides hope for sorne of the copilots to
upgrade during their tour in SEA who could not possibly have done so
otherwise. I know Colonel Beall worked hard on the reclarna to support
our position and we aqplggiglghis efforts::*9u:j:441

n izations. For exarnple, the 3?ARRS is authorized a Supply Officer while
( the 39ARRS i-s not autho.iredEEffir, though it is a larger unit, nor
' are any of theffie Detachrnents authorized one. In the area of Personnel

5. In last rnonthrs letter to you, I referenced a request for a rrranpower
survey which PARRC had forwarded to MAC. Colonel Srnith has ad-
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litl*"'i;1;;:'J,:1'l"Jif T,i,'H:il:#:"Yft:1i""fi :":'*:1i;:"-Dc7?
Group was organized in January L966, no on-site rnan ower evaluations
have been rnade and there appear to be rnany anornalie s ln our au thor -

Technicians, there is a c e 1S r1 between ts. The
37ARRS is authorized ve tec lClans w a , a Tech Sergeant, and
three Staff Sergeants; Det I, 37ARRS is authorized three, one MSgt, one
TSgt, and one SSgt; Det 2, 37ARRS is authorized only one Technician,
a TSgt; and 39ARRS, although larger than the 37ARRS is authorized only
two technicians, one MSgt and one SSgt. With all these variations in
authorizations, it is interesting to note that the Group Headquarters,
supposedly senior, is authorized only three technicians headed by a SSgt
with two Sgts, all five level. The Adrninistrative Specialist area is even
in worse shape in distribution of authorizations and grade structure. In
view of the rnove of the 39ARRS to Tuy Hoa, the pending deactivation of
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OL-I, 39ARRS, and the pending activation of thB-,*QARBA,
rrlanpower survey and on-site e'.rrrit!ffi116"t to est---
ingful and functional Unit Manning Docurnents"

T
,j';:;ffiri:14:,

u{*e6" OL-I, 39ARRS, is still on the books at Udorn although the personnel
are at Tuy Hoa. Each Monday, the HC-130 is r@

four rnaintenance rsonnel. During the rnonth ofCT

s aircraft was ona
Jan uaryr
to a re-

quirernent for a third Crown aircraft, three tirnes on an erner ency
basis. This seerns to support the position for gana r
aircraft at Udorn. No difficulties are being encountered with parking
space or base support and it is the opinion of all concerned that this
will be a continuing requirernent for the foreseeable fufure.

7. This letter will be shorter than rrry usual rnonthly letter since the
visit of Colonels Beaudry and Musick will provide you with a wealth of
first hand inforrnation which would be only reiterative in this letter.
'We were aII
Corr3p3pder
great deal.

HH-53
HH- 3E
HH-43
TotaI

highly
and t

tive of the opportunity to host the &tr.t
r rorn their visit a

pre senta ons Colonel Beaudry on the future of
ARRS and the status of the approved increased force structure were
particularly well received, since rnost personnel are enthusiastic about
rernaining part of ARRS and want to know where they will fit in the
future. It was a rather whirlwind visit but Itrn sure both of the visitors
feel that they were warrnly welcorned. Enclosed are a set of slides
taken on our visit to various units whi"@y will
narrate fqlj}5Sfiatf. These are not exactly of professional quality
but they rnay give the staff sorne idea of how our bases and units look.
Attachrnent #l identifies each slide by nurnber.

8. Monthly rnission surrrrrlary:
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G*qr.&Jcc_
PAUL E. LESKE, Colonel, USAF
Cornrnander
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