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1. (U) This report is submitted in sccordance with ARRSM 55-2/3ARRGp -
Sup 1, dated 15 June 67,

t ;
2. €Y At 1535L, 28 Feb 1968, Jolly Green 36(L) and 17(H) were advised that
a Bear aircraft was down approximately 80 miles east of Channel 89, Both ‘
Jolly Green aircraft and Sandy 5,6,7 and 8 were scrambled by Compress at
1540L, and Jolly Green 36 and 17 were airborne at 1545L. The weather was
7,500! scattered layer, with 10 miles visibility throughout the mission.
Crown 2 advised on VHF that an F-100 aircraft, call sign "Nash", was capping
the downed pilot and Nail 12 was also in the area,. Rendezous with Sandy 5,6,
7 and 8 was sixty miles east of Channel 89; Sandy 5 & 6 continued ahead of the
helicopters to locate the pilot, Nail 12 led Sandy 5 & 6 over the man, whose
parachute was visible on top of the trees, He was semi-conscious, and Sandy 5
was unable to contact him as he flew over the chute. The survivor hed pre-

g > \\ them. Sandy 5 advised the area around the downed girman appeared safe, and he
~ & p\ ed Jolly Green 36 to a position over him at 1635L. The parachute was easily

& & \ 'keen by Jolly Green 36 and an iwmediate approach to a hover was made. No

'8 ﬁ'% 2dio contact was established at anytime with the survivor by Jolly Green 36.

& Since the downed pilot had reported he had two broken legs the Rescue Special-

ist went down on the hoist. The survivor was hangirz in his chute at approxi-
tely 2,500' MSL on the side of a karst formation with 150' trees. As the
Pararescue Specizlist was going down on the hoist Sandy 6 reported ground fire
S 1to the north; Sendy's 5,6,7 and 8 began expending ordnance in this area, The
3 Pararescue Specislist secured the survivor, who was unable to be of assistance,
5 to the penetrator and rode up with him on the hoist; the stokes litter could
ﬁnot be used due to density of the foliage surrounding the man. Jolly Creen 36
4 hovered over the pilot for twenty minutes while he was being strapped on the
3 penetrator., Sandy 5 advised The best exit route from the area end Jolly Green
A 36 departed at 1700L and arrived Channel 89 at 1740L. The survivor appeared
to be in good shape, despite two broken thigh bones. Jolly Green 36 did not
receive any battle damage, although all aircraft were well within range of
several 37mm sites. Sm2ll arms and automatic weapons fire was drawn and sur-
pressed by the Sandy's, and battle damage was sustained by both Sandy 7 and 8.
Sandy 8 had his hydraulic's shot out, Radio discipline throughout the effort
was excellent, and the cooperation of Nail 12 and Sandy's 5,6,7 and 8 was
responsible for the extremely expeditious recovery of the pilot.
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3. (C) The name of the survivor: GENE J., BASEL, Captain, USAF, 354 TFS.
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DALE L. ODERMAN, Major - RCC =

GEORGE W. GREER, Captain - RCCP
MICKEY D. BERRY, Sergeant E-4 - FE

JOSEPH M. DUFFY, Sergeant E-4 - RS

fonss.

DALE L. ODERMAN, Major, USAF
Rescus Crew Commander
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"o‘n.c::';u ATION > < PROJECY HUMGEA e OATE FiLsEO it s
600 Photo Sauadron ' 6/sLaM : 23 February 1963
UBIECT - UL L LT A —
Air Rescue (Captain Gene I. Basel) : Sgt Brown
LOCATION = SOUNDMAN
Nakhon Phanom -BTAFS, Thailand N/A
CLASHIFICATION AUTHORITY FOR CLASSIFICATION - OTHER SEAVICES COVERMING
Unclassified N/A ' None .
CAMERA NR MAQAZINE NA TYPE FilLM * 16 MM | 38 MM| FTO EXPOSED MORE FPOLLOWS
N/A N/A : N/A X N/A : K/A
AOLL [ACENE ([TAKE|FTG|LENS DESCRIPTIOMN.
COVER STORY

L&n, Bi=3E Jolly Green Giant heligopter. cns.cl.Defachment 1, 37th
- -HJ._"‘,,-—-—T_.—-&

Aerospace jtescue ana Recovery Sauadrpn made, the-1.Q00th comba

1 1 8, When Csaptain Gene.le-8723¢l,
31, Lakeside, GATiT.; on Fol05 ThunIerohTel nilak.of. bas 355th
Tacticel Fighter Wing cued in lMorth Vietnam. Crew Members
or PELaENet-T TRy the save Werdr~FyR¥ Uile L. Oderman, 32,
Springfield, Ore., Pilot; Captain George W. Greer, 26, Cambridge

4 City, Ind., copilot; and Sergeants Joseph H. Duffy, 20, Kansas

City, Mo., pararescueman, and Mickey D, Berry, 20, Shreveport,
La,, the flight mechanic., Throwjhout the rescue operation, A=1E
Sandy aircrait crews provided aeriul cover for the Jolly Green
rew, In 2ll, units of the 3rd ierosnace Rescue and Recovery
Group, of which the 37th ARRS is a part, have completed morse

{ than 1,400 successful rescues since December 1964, The combat

classification reaults when a rescue has been accomplished in
which the individual rescued has been exposed to enemy action or
has been recovered from a hostile area., A non-combat save is
credited when an individual could have died in a non-hostile
environuent if rescue forces had net recovered hiz., The 3rd
ARQGp, headguartered at Tan Son Nhut Air Base, commnanded by

|

Colonel Paul &, Lesite, Oriando, Fla., registered its first save
in December 1964, when a few helicopters and other aircraft

were sent from Pacific-based rescue units to Southeast Asia on

a temporary duty basis. The unit was originally designated as
the 28th ARNS. The group has twice been avarded the Presidential
Unit Citation for outstanding operations in Southeast Asia.

The first wes received in January 1966 as the 38th AR3S and

the other in larch 1967, as the 3rd ARRGp.
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Comunander's Letter for February 1968 é./ /?_’)m -"‘7 |

AZ’.i'Sc.p,;a&rons & Detathments, 3ARRGp’

1, O« 28 February, Major Dale Oderraan and his Jolly Green crew of

Det 1, 37TARRS; at Nakhon Phanorn rnade the 1000th combat save since
rescue operations started in SEASIA in 1964. The recovery was up
near the Mu Ghia pass and had ali the ingredients of a gou! story; an

~F-105 priol with 79 missions completed; two broken legs; a first save

ior the RCC; a descent iato the jungle by the PJ; the Z1st save for the

" PJ; Sgt foe Duffy, en a 6 nionth tour extension; and a bit of bostile

a2ction in the neighborhood., We brought the crew to TSN and did a TV
panel type digciussion [ilin at AFVN studios, Ail the major netwsrks
bad carnera’ coverage; NBC, ABC, CRBS, BEC, and AFN, Without
many prelaninaries, the camneras slarted grinding and the crew told

the st,or,' of thetr individual perticipalion in the mission {withoul a

=1

note’,  Following about a hall heur stint in {front of the carnuras, we

At dinwi bt the Joint Walte? States Puldic Afigdirs Office (FUSFATI

Lt g .

o a MhRen s Tell" sess.oon betore €0 to TO press represuatatiies

tro:n it aver the world,  lrickily, thiere had been a corabal phoio-
grapber oa buard the Hi-3E durine the mission an:d the £ilyva was shown
inlowe by ersentiaily 4 repeat of the TV prescéntation anu a guestion
anit answer session, Accordinug to the 7TAF Director of infurraation,
e gol w ot ol miieage out of the 100Cth save. Evideatly Saigon must
Lo preily ro.gn ainty because the crew members told me later that
thev'i preter to go to North Vietanarn anytirne ratker thaa go through
that routine agsain,

in early February an Hi-453 engaged 1n a night recovery mi.ssioa
wa# shot down, The delriwefs of lke crew members and the Ariny

3
e,

Dustoll pilet revealed facts which should be considered in the "iessons
learned" categovy and which may be applicable to your unit. The

two uilots were nol wearing their survival vests at the time they were
e bt har piaced them on the floor r:f the cockpit next to the scat,
During the vrash, the pliot's vest and M-16 rifie were paulled from
the acrcratt by the branches of the trees through which they were de-
scending, The cn-pilot's vest was Lo his left rear next to the seat
ans whoen he reached for it he found it was already :n fiames, Al-
though the pararescueman was wearing kis vest properly, when he

0017507




HisToRY

DET 1 4O PRRS

JAN- MAR (&

E:C‘,-.-’.CZ TQD’
JOLLY GREEN UNDER
DATE RESCUE NUMBER SURVIVOR TYPE AIRCRAFT SERVICE LOCATION CREW ENEMY FIRE
28 Feb 229 Capt Basel F-105 USAF Laos Capt Greer
Maj Oderman
Sgt Berry Yes
- Sgt Duffy
6 Mar 230 Capt Marler B&6 USAF Thailand _HEj Oderman
231 Maj Benziger Maj Reagan No
Sgt Otero
- Sgt McComb
G Mar 232 Capt Lewark B&6 U3 Thailand | Maj Orsini
Capt Holt No
Sgt Grau
_Sgt Fraboni
11l Mar 233 thru J Haynes
268 Classified EvAcunTO NV Laos Maj Yuhas No
oF L.s. 98 Sgt Berry
Sgt Fraboni
11 Mar 269 thru Maj Oderman
29k Classified Laos Maj Williams No
Sgt Cole
P _Sgt McComb
25 lar 295 Sgt Hill €123 Laos USAF Capt Richardson
Maj Yuhas No
Sgt Peele
Sgt_Fraboni
30 Far 29 Lol Johnson 02 Laos | USAF Lt Platt
297 Ma] Doran Maj Yuhas No
Sgt Berry
Sgt King
30 Mar 298 Maj Marguardt F-111 Thailand USAF Maj Oderman
299 Capt Hodges Capt McKinley No
Sgt Hannegan
Sgt Boles
M= ACSSIcITR
4 =, Atch 1

1
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History - Det 1, L4Oth ABRRSq, Jan - Mar 68

CHRONOLOGY
1968
3 Jan - Rescue o.t Zorro 11 by Jolly Green 20(#218).
6 Jan - Rescue of Boswell 3 by Jolly Green 16 and 36(#219, #220).
10 Jan - Det 1 visited by Col Freshwater, Vice Commander, 3rd ARRGp.
12 Jan - Medical evacuation from L-85 by Jolly Green 17.
15 Jan - Jolly Green 20 crashed while on Prevus 1 mission in North Vietnam.
16 Jan - Rescue of Hangar 2 by Jolly Green 16(#221, #222).
17 Jan - Crew of Jolly Green 20 rescued by Jolly Green 71 of Det 2, 37 AERS,
18 Jan - Rescue of Hangar 1A by Jolly Green 09(#223).

23-24 Jan - Maj Orsini briefed the 553rd Reconnaissance Squadron at EKorat
RTAFB on SAR mission.

25 Jan - Det 1 visited by Col Emil Beaudry, Vice Commander ARRS, Col
William Musick, Deputy Commander Material, ARRS, and Col Paul E.
Leske, Commander, 3rd ARRGp.

26 Jan - Col Beaudry presented Silver Stars to 1Lt Privette and Sgt McComb.

11, 12, 13 Feb - Maj Orsini briefed 388th Tactical Fighter Wing at Korat
RTAFB on SAR mission.

27 Feb - Rescue of Sophomore 50 by Jolly Green 37 and 20. (#225-#228),
37 ABRRS also took part and rescued three other crew members,

28 Feb - Rescue of Bear 1 by Jolly Green 36(#229). This was the 1000th
combat rescue made by 3rd ARRGp.

29 Feb - The crew of Jolly Green 36, Maj Oderman, Capt Greer, Sgt Berry,
and Sgt Duffy went to Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN, for interviews on the
1000th rescue. They were interviewed by the major telesvision
networks, for a UPI newspaper story and USAF hometown news releases,
and appeared at the Saigon daily Armed Forces briefing for reporters.

2-3 Mar - Maj Orsini, Capt Walker, Capt Holt, Lt Platt, and SSgt Keyes
interviewed for a National Geographic Magazine article of rescue in
SEA.
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Mission Narrative 2-3-17 - 28 February 1968

Recovery of Bear 1 F-105 11 Person. Positon was 320/52/CH85. At 0827Z
Crown 2 received a Mayday from Bear II and immediately started to climb for
better radio reception. Bear II, Nash Flt, Misty 44 flights were utilized
for CAP until "0lds" and "Tampa® flights arrived on scene. The "Qlds" and
"Tampa" flights were assigned by Blue Chip and took approxametly one hour
to arrive on scene. Bear Lead was picked up before "0ld"™ and "Tampa"
arrived on scene. They were utilized only as CAP for the Sandys and Jolly
Greens return from the scene to CH 89. The Ssndys 5-6-7-8 were notified and
were on scene at 0935Z. :

Jolly Green 17 and 36 were airborne at 08482 and 0850Z with Jolly Green
36 on scene at 09442, iAvhover over Bear I. Sandy 5 was the on scene commander
and negative ground fire was evident until after the Jolly Greens shd arrived,
Sandy 2 investigated the ground fire which was 6 to 8 miles norht of the

scene. All Sandys made bamb and 20MM runs to suppress the ground fire. Hail '
‘3 12 was on scene at 0900Z and reported negative ground fire, gave terrian, weather,
elevation and said Besr 1 was 150 feet down from the peak of a Karst in a tree
with a broken left thigh bone and possible broken right leg.
Jolly 36 picked up Bear 1 at 1000Z and proceeded to CH89. It was confirmed
that Bear 1 and both legs broken and mmerous bruise and scratches. Bear 1 had been
hit by ground fire.

Lyndon J. Stretton, Capt, USAF
Rescue Crew Commander

Morrissey
Connell
Clarkson
Coons
Creer
Coskie
Besh
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Robert LaPointe

From: Dave McNeil [dmcneil@charter.net]
Sent: Friday, November 23, 2001 7:42 AM
To: Robert LaPointe

Subject: SAR Location Information

Mr. LaPointe

| obtained your email address from Russ O'Neal and your website.

| am trying to locate the SAR reports of two pilots shot down in SEA.
These SARs are:

28 July 67 Jolly 37 Pilot Harry Walked, PJ Charlie Smith Downed Karl
Richter

28 Feb 68 Jolly 56 Pilot Dale Oderman, PJ Joe Duffy Downed G. I.
Basel

Gl Basel stated in personalization to me of his book Pak Six that he
came down within 50 ft of Karl's weathered chute.

| knew karl richter in high school and began my research about him last
april. shortly after i started my search, i found your website and have
visited it often--enjoy reading the guestbook entries--a lot of

information. | have learned a lot about karl's af career and his death

but have not yet determined "where" he died. | feel that the two SAR
reparts mentioned above should give the location. Do you have copies of
these reports?

The other day work, | read deeper into your website and found that over
500 SARs are listed in the appendixes of your book. are these two
listed? how many books do you have left? | am planning on ordering one
early december. When you list SAR locations in your book--is it

lat/long, utm's or a placename?

thank you for any help you can give me.

Dave McNeil
Hickory, NC
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Mission Narrative 2-3-17 28 February 1968

Recovery of Bear 1 F-105 11 Person. Positon was 320/52/CH85. At 0827%
Crown 2 received a Mayday from Bear II and immediately started to climb for
better radio reception. Bear II, Nash Flt, Misty 44 flights were utilized
for CAP until "Olds" and "Tampa" flights arrived on scene. The "Olds" and
"Tampa" flights were assigned by Blue Chip and took approxametly one hour
to arrive on scene. Bear lead was picked up before "0ld" and "Tampa'
arrived on scene. They were utilized only as CAP for the Sandys and Jolly
Greens return from the scene to CH 89, The Sandys 5-6-7-8 were notified and
were on scene at 0935Z. )

Jolly Green 17 and 36 were airborne at 0848Z and 0850Z with Jolly Green
36 on scene at 0944Z, inchover over Bear I. Sandy 5 was the on scene commander
and negative ground fire was evident until after the Jolly Greens ahd arrived.
Sandy 6 investigated the ground fire which was 6 to 8 miles norht of the
scene. All Sandys made bomb and 20MM runs to suppress the ground fire. Nail
12 was on scene at 0900Z and reported negative ground fire, gave terrian, weather,
elevation and said Begr 1 was 150 feet down from the peak of a Karst in a tree
with a broken left thigh bone and possible broken right leg.

Jolly 36 picked up Bear 1 at 1000Z and proceeded to CH89. It was confirmed
that Bear 1 and both legs broken and mmerous bruise and scratches. Bear 1 had been
hit by ground fire.

Lyndon J. Stretton, Capt, USAF
Rescue Crew Commander
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