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REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 

SUBJECT: 

TO: 

- CLASSl:IED ~ l ' 
OPS/3446 i'!&fi!t • ( ~ 

CMDW ~ V ~ 
3rd ARRGp (3JSARC) APO 9630'>/ J'fV 
Df 1'.Q!Yi ' 
1. (U) This report is SO:bm.itted. in accordance with ARRS1 55-2/3ARRGp 
Sup l, dated 15 Jtme 67. 

t/ . 
2. (81 At l535L, 28 Feb 1968, Jolly Green 36(L) snd l?(H) were advised that 
a Bear aircraft ws do'W?l approximately 80 miles east of Channel 89. Both 
J'olly Green aircraft and Sandy 5,6, '1 and 8 :were scr8.lllbled by Compress at 
1540L, and Jolly Green 36 and 17 were airborne at 1545L. The weather vas 
7,500 1 scattered layer, ;dth 10 miles visibility throughout the mission. 
Crown 2 advised on VHF that an F-100 aircraft, call sign nNashn, was capping 
the do\ltled pilot and Nail 12 \raS also in the area. ~ Rendezous 'With Sandy 5,6, 
7 and 8 was sixty miles east of Channel 89; Sandy 5 & 6 continued ahead of tbe 
helicopters to locate the pilot. Nail 12 led Sandy 5 & 6 over the man, vhose 
pe.ra.chute W'e.S visible on top of the trees. He was seiµi-conscious, and Sandy 5 

~ was unable to contact him as he fiew over 'the chute. The survivor had pre-
. ~ viously stated he thought both legs were broken, and he was unable to move 
· !I. ~ :: \ thera. Sandy 5 advised t he area around tbe downed a.iruan appeared safe, and he 
: 2 ~ ~ ~ ed Jolly Green J6 to a position over hi:n at 1635L. The parachute was easily 
. j"" fS !:( l\.t 1 een by Jolly Green 36 and an i.:!11nediate approach to a hover vas made. No 
• -~ ~ edio conte.ct \olaS established at anyti.A:ie with the survivor by Jolly Green 36. 

· ~ 
0 

o ~ Since the downed pilot had reported he had tvo broken legs the Rescue Special-
• . § ~ ei ~ ist 'lolent down_on the hoist . The survivor was l:langin~ in his chute at approxi­

~ ~ ~ · D. tely 2,500 • MSL on the side of a karst for::ia.t ion with 150 1 trees. As the 
~ ~ ~ zPararescue Specialist \olas going down on the hoist Sandy 6 reported ground fire 
CJ~>-~ ·~to the north; Se.ndy 's 5,6,7 and 8 began expending ordnance in this area. The 

~ \!> ~ ~ ~ 5 Pararescue Specialist secured the survivor, who was unable to be of assistance, 
! ~ ~ := w 5to the penetrator and r ode up with him on the hoist; the stokes litter could 
!! t; ~"" i'. ~~ not be used due to density of the foliage 5'.llTounding the man. Jolly Green 36 
~ ~ eJ ~ j hovered over the pilot !:l1' t\olenty minutes vhile he was being strapped on the 
!! ~ a~ if ~penetrator . Sandy 5 advisenhe best exit route fron the area end Jolly Green 
Q ~ ~ < > ~ 36 departed at 1700L and arrived Channel 89 at 17401. The surri.vor appeared 

to be in good sha?e , despite tw broken thigh bones . Jolly Green 36 did not 
receive any battle de.mage, although all aircro-.ft were well within range of 
several J7nun sites. Sma.1.1 arms and autooatic veapons fire was dra.l,ffi and sur­
pressed by the Sandy 's, and battle damage was sustained by both Sandy ? and 8. 
Sandy 8 had his hydra.ulic 1s sbot out . Radio discipline throughout the effort 
was excellent, and the cooperation of Nail 12 and Sandy 's 5,6,7 and 8 \olaS 
responsible for the extremely expeditious recovery of the pilot • 

.3. (C) The name of' the survivor: GENE J. BASEL, Captain, USAF, 354 TFS. 



DALE L. ODERMAN, Major - RCC · 

GEORGE W. GREER, Captain - RCCP 

MICKEY D. BERRY, Sergeant E-4 - FE 

JOSEPH M. DUFFY, Sergeant E-4 - RS 

~~ 
DALE L. ODERMAN, Major, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 
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In H~E Jollr Green Giant h!!J.J£.9.w.1'~~-~~~~~7'th 
~!1~~]jfe . anciJ~tl~ .. ~u%\;-p~4-~«j.AA .,i.~~t 
~ -h1.....,q~u!-._h_;aStAsia Feb~-~l 28 wh~antain G~~.1~~' 
31, Lakesi.Cle, e-nrr.; an~OS-'rn'un~£@:~~1'~~.h 
Tactical Fighter\'/~ ~~in ?forth Vietnam. Crew Me:nbers 
o-r11et'!t~i!Itettt:"T"'~~"ErY-~-r-trat'e"!'. oderman, 32, 
Springfield, Ore., Pilot; Captain Geor\;e W. Greer, 26, Cacbridge 
City1 Ind . , copilot; and Sergeants ,Joseph H. Du!fy, 20, Kansas 
CHy, ~:o ., pararcscuern.an, and Hi~ke:r !). Serry, 20, Shreveport, 
La ., the fli&ht mechanic . ThroU[;hout the re3cue operatio:i, A=lE 
S~11d:r &ircra !.°t . ere;·;:;; provi.ded aeri..U cover for t.he Jolly Green 
C::-ew . In all, units o:f the .3rd ~~:'08.'Jd.Ce Rescue and Recovery 
Group, of 'Which the 37th A.JIBS is A. µart , have cornplet.ed :nore 

· tha.~ 1,400 successful rescues since Decanber 1964. The com.bat 
clas.sification re3ults "'hen a rescue bas been accomplished in 
-..hi.ch the individual rescued has been exposed to en~my ac~on or 
h~s been recovered from a hostile area . A no~-combat save is 
crooit~d w~en an in:iividual could have died in a non-hostile 
enVironraent if rescue forces had ne t recovered hi.ii. The 3rd 
J1,.'lllGp, he.s..:iqu<1.r-:ered at. Tan Son Nhut Air Base, com.1\3.llded by 
Colonel Paul z. Les:~e, Orlando, Fla ., regist..ered its first save 

~ in D~ce:nber 1964, when a few helicopters and other aircraft 
I were sent from Pacific- based rascue \Ulits to Southeast Asia on 
! a tenporary duty basis . The unit was o•iginally desif;nated as 
I the 38th AH.1"1.'3 . The g ronp has tviice been a'i~ded the Presidential I Unit Citation for- outst.anding .opera tions in Southeast .\sia. 

'i.'he fif'~t we:.s received in January 1966 as the J8th .AR.1.S and 
the otb<:r in lfarch 1967, as the 3rd .A.RIGp. 
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t lll l'VI' TO 

7 March 1968 ATT .. 0 ,. I 3 C 

e v1u1c:1 , C1nnru<..n<!cn·'::> Leite.:- ior Feb r uary 1968 

.• .. 

To 1 A!.l ·Sq•.;od.ror.s & Det<ilhments, 3A R RGp · 

1 . Or, 28 .Fd>.':T1ary, Major Dale Oderr.nan and his Jolly Gr<:e:t c·:-ew oi 
~t.: t 1, 31ARRS1 o.t N<>.khon Ph<inorn ~nade th~ lOOOth comhal: Sc'.1.Ve _::1inc1;: 
resc <.: e Oi:i r:: rat : ons star.te<l in SEASJA_ in 1964. T he te1..~overy wa.s. '.liJ 
nea T th0 ~vhl Ghia r·a SS anci h;. d an the l:lg redient.S of a g'oo•i sto r y; an 

· F -· 105"1r.lot ·with 79 miss~ons compl~te,!; l:wo brok~n legs; a i'ir~:t savt: 
ior the RCC; ~·dc-scent into the> jungl~ by the P;; the Zlst :;av~ ior chc 

· ·fPJ ; Sgt Jo.:: D·.:ffr, c.1;1 a & n1onth t•::>t.r ex.ttnsion; ar.d a bib oi hosi: : le 
a<:.h•m i.r. th(' ne i g_hhornood . We bn-.c.ght the c ·rew to TSN and d~c.l a TV 
panel t•n:c rh~c..:issj_rm iihn at AF"·tN st-..1dios . A i l the major networks 
i:c:d •:a:rn.:~ro. · coverage; NDC, A ilC, CBS, B:P,C, and AF.N, ·w:i:'!-.out 

1n.~ny r:;rt.;1.-c:ii.nanes. the carncras ::;!clrted grinding a.1•d the .:-.rc·-1.· tol'J 
t~·e stor·,· of th<!i.1· ir..·:iivi • .::.·..l<•l p..;rtic:.~.:-tlio~ in foe mis::.io11. (w;tf:.o-...,L a 
i:cH~'. rn:>)·~··i::.g :tb'O''.it (;. h-.th' }.v;r &tint in iror. t Ol the CoH1t: r<s;;, we 

-~<-."" i: ; '. r.1·,,;;i ~') ~ ·!:E. ._'0 . ::t rf~:. tl.'··: S*;;;.'~.:s P1.:L}:.c Afiairs Oii;. c~ ; ~: r_: ·s .FAOI 

~.):' ·' ":;;·:_ ,)•,,: .,:~ · : · ~· .. _. _:..': " :-;,: ::;s. 1.>;1 l-.ei<.JL' t'. lO tn 70 Fress rc:1:.n·::- .. . n '.· ~t.'.e:-> 

(rr.) ;:1. .. ·.~ ,·,·:c:r th.' •;vorl.i. L·~cki-.y, tr:ere bari ~>t' <:!n a con•t·"l pho~._, .. 
~;-.;.d:~- ::- ~)'1 h,_;;_;r,i th•: F::-i--38 «:-. 1 ;:-:1! q i::t'; rnisi:.ion an~~ th~.L 1. r··.1 ,..,..:;:-; :.ho'•'-'H 
..._.. I - · 

i•J :_o · ... -.:-.. L.·; e.-· ::h'·r; ti..-. ·:~y· d rt.'EJ€at ot' the ·r:y pres c nlJ.L.or. ar.·;: a. q·.: t:::;~!OI• 

Jr>:: ..:ns···• t'C ::-...:-;'3 )on. Accordi•:•i; to the 7AF .Di.rector of ;·n!'.Jr!"l1i..a.l:l::><: , 

. ... c: r~u 1 <• ·; 1.>l · >i :-.11.~ .,· <.ge <Y-: t of the- ~OOOth save. E\'i.1.-ic••t~ y Sa : ~_ -;,n :~,, .:;t 

h~ j .rc1 t:; ro·.~fnc.\. tf bt:ca\.d <:! l .r"c cn:v.-~.nt!mber s to~d :::th.· tater th<i t 

::h1:. y ' 'i r: r1:ft· r ti) go ti) Nonh Vtet:•ci:>n anytir;).t:? r a ll:e r thuc. go thro· ... gh 
:: } ; ~t: .:-o ·.~ti.ne a g·a i1L 

2. ·i:n en.r:y Febt--~; a ry an Hti-43 ~ngagc<: w a n•.gr.t recovery :-':l : :;;.>iO; \ 

wa :i. ::Lot •.io·11n . T!;.:c- de ::-:::..;fs .,f le~ cr.::w members ant: the Anny 
:)._• s:.~.1·i pi.~c·t. :i;;;·; e::<i ·: ,~ .~ ia.ds -wh~ch shtn:.Li be .::onstdt::reJ. ~n. :..h~ ' '((;::; ::. o:• .:; 
:.~arn . · d" \..iHt· gOl'Y atl':l w},Lc-h msy- b~ a~µ;. i'cable tu yo\~r ;~n ;. t. Tht 
_t w.-.J ~ : :.or. s ... ..-.:n:: r.ot weari.~g the i r sr: r-.•1val vest s at tr.~ t !r~•!- Lht'-y were 
it :.t h•1 ~: : :~ 1..: FJ: • ..r~t:<~ thern on t.he iloor of tr:e cock ;:'li.t nt·X'.. r.o tht:" St;at.. 

LJ \,C!.~g tL.: • r .u:iL, tl-.r. p :.~::>t ' s Vt::.-jt ar;:l ~-1 - 16 r;.i"te wen: F·\ .. :it:d fr0;n 
the o..rcraJt !qr~~ brar~<:he,; of fre t.rl.'eS thro'-.tgh wh i. c:h thE"/ wer.:: c,t>­
scer,j,=;g . Tr-_e c:··i-p:.:tot's vest was lo h~s left rear nt:::xt to t!H: seat 
,:.•. 1 ; ·~ w!-;t:n r..e r~r<.ched for i.t h~ fo'il1~ it was alrea dy rn i~am(· s . A I-
rh\);;.gh ::}:e pc..•a.r~i;v..:.cmctn wa$ w~a.ri.ng hi.::> ves t properly, wht::n ht' 

I
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OcCLASS;FIED 

JOLLY GREEN 
DA'l'E llliSCUE NUMBJi;R SUHVIV01l TYPE AIRCRAFl' SERVICE LOCATION CREW --28 1''eb 229 Capt Basel F-105 USAF Laos Capt l1reer 

Maj Odennan 
Sgt Berry 
S2t Duffy . 

-6 Mar 230 Capt Marler B6b USAF Thailana Maj Oderman 
231 Maj Benziger Maj Reagan 

Sgt Otero 
Strt McCOlllb 

6 l'iar 2)2 Capt Lewark B66 USAF Thailand Maj Orsini 
Capt Holt 
Sgt Grau 
S2t Fraboni 

2JJ thru Maj Haynea 11 Mar 
266 Classified fvA~V~,.I.:> N Laos Maj Yuhas 

o/:- L. ~- ~S- Sgt Berry 
Sgt Fraboni 

11 Mar 269 thru Maj Oderman 
294 Classified Laos Maj Willia.ln8 

Sgt Cole 

2~ 11,ar 2YS Sgt Hill -Ci2J Lace USAF 
Sgt 1'1cComb 
Capt Richardson 
Maj Yuhas 
Sgt Peele 
Ssrt Fraboni 

30 Mar 296 LtCol Johnson 02 Laos USAF Lt Platt 
2'J7 1-Ulj Doran Maj Yuhas 

Sgt Berry 
Sgt King 

30 Mar 298 Maj Marq,uard t F-111 Thailand USAF .Maj Oderman 
299 Capt Hodges Capt McKinley 

Sgt Hannegan 
Sgt Boles 

- - --

,.f F0R Rl'IH€1-At ~£1! Q~I_ !_1 -Atch 1 

UNDER 
ENEMY FIRE 

Yes 

No ~ 

No 

. . 
~ 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 
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DECLr\SSIFlED ~ jQR OEF!Cf U JJSE ONJ v I • 
Histoey - Det 1, 4oth ARBSq, Jan - Mar 68 

CHRONOLOGY 

1966 

3 Jan - Rescue o! Zorro ll by Jol.l.J- Green 20(1218). 

6 Jan - Rescue ~ Boswell 3 by Jol.l.J- Green 16 and 36(1219, 1220). 

10 Jan - Det l Visited. by Col Fresl:Drater, Vice Conn•0 der, 3rd ABRGp. 

12 Jan - · Hadical evacuation !rom L-85 by Jolly Green 17. 

1$ Jan - JoUJ' Green 20 crashed vhile on Prewa 1 111.asion in Horth Vietnam. 

16 Jan - Rescue ot Hangar 2 by JoUJ' Green 16(1221, 1222 ). 

17 Jan - Crew of Jolly Green 20 rescued by Jo~ Green 71 o! Det 2, 37 A.HRS. 

16 Jan - Rescue ot Hangar li by Jolly Green 09(#223). 

23-24 Jan - Maj Orsini briefed the $$3rd Reconnaissance Squadron at Korat 
RTAF.B on SAR mission. 

2$ Jan - Det l visited by Col Emil Beaudry', Vice CoJIPDander ~, Col 
William .Jtisick, Deputy Commander Material., .A.HRS, and Col Paul E. 
Leske, Commander, 3rd ABR.Gp. 

26 Jan - Col Beaud.r7 presented Silver Stars to lLt Privette am Sgt McComb. 

11, 12, 13 Feb - Ma.j Orsini briefed J88th Tactical Fighter Wing at Korat 
RTAFB on SAR mission. 

27 Feb - Rescue of Sophomore SO by Jolly Green 37 and 20. (#22$-#228). 
37 ARRS also took part and rescued three other crew members. 

28 Feb - Rescue of Bear l by Jolly Green 36(#229). This was the lOOOth 
combat rescue made by Jrd ARRGp. 

29 Feb - The crew of Jolly Green 36, Maj Oderman, Capt Grectr, Sgt Berey, 

l 

and Sgt Du!fy went to Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN, for interviews on the 
lOOOth rescue. They were interviewed by the major television 
networks, for a UPI newspaper stoey and USAF hometown news releases, 
and appeared at the Saigon daily Armed Forces brie.f:illg for reporters. 

2-3 Mar - Maj Orsini, Capt Walker, Capt Bolt, Lt Platt, and SSgt Keyes 
interviewed for a National Geographic Magazine article o! rescue in 
SEA. 

1~ 
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Mission Narrative 2-.3-17 

83 
28 February 1968 

Recovery of Bear 1 i"-105 ll Person. Positon vas J20/52/CH85. A.t 0827Z 
Crown 2 received a _&3day fran Bear II and immediately started to c1imb for 
better radio reception. Bear II, Nash Flt, Misty 44 flights were utilized 
tor CAP until "01.dsn aJJd "Tampan .fl.ights arrived on scene. Tbe 1101.ds" and 
11Tampa" flights were assigned by Blne Chip and took approxametly one hour 
to arrive on scene. Bear Lead was picked up before 1101.dn and •Tampa" , , 
arrived on scene. They were utilized onl.r as CAP tor the Sandye 8lld. f oll.r 
Greens return tre11 the scene to CH 89. The Saad.ya 5-6-7-S were notified and 
were on scene at 093SZ. 

Jolly Green 17 and 36 were airborne at 084.SZ and 0850Z with Jolly Green 

' 93 

36 on scene at 0944.Z, 1.ill:.hQver over Bear I. Sandy 5 was the on scene COIJIDander 
and negative groW:J:4 fire was evident until after the .Tolly- Greens ahd arrived. 
Sandy 6 investigated the ground tire which was 6 to 8 miles nor ht ot the 
scene. .ill Sa1JiyB JD.a4e banb and 20MM runs to suppress the ground :fire. · .U 

.:1 l2 was ~n scene at 09<X>Z and reported negative ground .fire, gave terrian, weather, 
elevation am said Bear 1 was 150 feet down tran the peak ot a la.rat in a tt-ee 
with a broken left thigh bone aJJd possible broken right leg. 

Jolly- 36 picked up Bear 1 at lOOOZ and proceeded to tH.89. It was cont'irmed 
that Bear 1 and both legs broken and m.mierous bruise and scratches. Bear 1 had been 
hit by ground fire. 

Lyndon J. Stretton, Capt, USAF 
Rescue Crev Camnander 

CP Morrissey 
NN Connell 
FE Clarkson 
FE Coons 
LM Creer 
Im Coskie 
RO Best 

6ELREI 



Ro~ert LaPointe 

Mr. LaPointe 

Dave McNeil [dmcneil@charter.net] 
Friday, November 23, 2001 7:42 AM 
Robert LaPointe 
SAR Location Information 

I ob ined your email address from Russ O'Neal and your website. 
I a trying to locate the SAR reports of two pilots shot down in SEA. 
The e SARs are: 
28 uly 67 Jolly 37 Pilot Harry Walked, PJ Charlie Smith Downed Karl 
Ric ter 
28 eb 68 Jolly 56 Pilot Dale Oderman, PJ Joe Duffy Downed G. I. 
Basel 

GI ~asel stated in personalization to me of his book Pak Six that he 
carfle down within 50 ft of Karl's weathered chute. 

I knr.w karl richter in high school and began my research about him last 
apri. shortly after i started my search, i found your website and have 
visited it often--enjoy reading the guestbook entries--a lot of 
information. I have learned a lot about karl's af career and his death 
butfave not yet determined "where" he died. I feel that the two SAR 
rep rts mentioned above should give the location. Do you have copies of 
the reports? 

The other day work, I read deeper into your website and found that over 
500 SARs are listed in the appendixes of your book. are these two 
listed? how many books do you have left? I am planning on ordering one 
earl december. When you list SAR locations in your book--is it 
lat/I ng, utm's or a placename? 

tha k you for any help you can give me. 

Dave McNeil 
HicKory, NC 
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8~t'i.. r, """ ~s S1Jt:-F'r Clf!..-;;r; .· 

_So moR,'i... .so ~bv ~P JPR.~ J..J.A.s R.R. 
/(.£Jc.,(> Te.A~ FM- t-.J K.P ouu N tl't- -<'am f>f 

NRf w d l U>r>A.K.. 01..:tT- 'J:::>~'-~ Fo/J- CboF;tJ~ 
f .l.\ rec_. ~"e ~"~ f01t. ~S.,.ws ft ~ ~~t-s. 

~(.M.!J1/t:1-'f. ~ &?vt<JW ~v S,..,.'l s- /.k.. ~~ 1N ~tt. 
Ja{~/t+'{ :i> s... ... ~y o/,,, , ... ~w sfe f./oG,,.,g, Oltr, 

~8{C>f38(ffy &~5t"'<i> $ ~ t(. Jc. 's tN-r. ~q,4. 
b--S( Cf3'1/ H'{ &, t. .,_~ .J ~ G:.,,1,.. 6 "U:...., tJ ~ (?/p. 
~e(ot/13/ff'f ~ )..yfD CR-~ J'- 3~ w .1( /Ee.. 1N dcvc.t<. 

. ) f=oR_ f>(JI. 1N /HJp~o"'-. 3.o ~~c. · · 

~e / o<;-f.S( H'( !SMR. J...2-A;n Ca... p Jc,. i..,, « f -rn K~ S k' R v 
""lc N K...Po . 

. ~/~ ~J:,'"~P. CR-~ J....-rs-,- Wo1?-:r> JG. 3~ 
J~ v#lf..,ll. 

~e.(o9st{Hi ~ ~e..u:> ~2-e:..o ~ Fi~e. '"" *~· 
~("9::sJ(~ . e"ll:> C-f<-~ ~...::n'I 1.!> P/1-1 ~t-i'J:> F't ~e. 

7b ~itn+ or- PcL..acs P<:'S~ 
~09.ss/11t &,, hazw C.R.-~ cl":a" I~ <;;-~R.IJ oN 
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28 February 1968 

Recovery of Bear 1 F- 105 ll Person. Positon was 320/52/CHSS. At 0827Z 
Crown 2 received a Mayday- from Bear II and immediately- started to climb for 
better radio reception. Bear II, Na.sh Flt, Misty- 44 flights were utilized 
for CAP until "Olds" a.ni "Tampa" flights arrived on scene. The "Olds" and 
"TaJJtpa 11 flights ~e assigned by Blue Chip and took approxametly one hour 
to arrive on scene. Bear Lead was picked up before "Old" and "Tampa" • 
arrived on scene. They were utilized only as CAP for the Sandys and folly 
Greens return f'rom the scene to CH 89. The Sand.ya 5-6-7-8 were notified and 
were on scene at 0935Z. 

Jolly Green 17 and 36 were airborne at 0848Z and 0850Z with Jolly Green 
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36 on scene at 0944.Z, iiil..:hover over Bear I. Sandy 5 was the on scene commander 
and negative gr0UD4 fire was evident until after the Jolly Greens ahd arrived. 
Sandy 6 investigated the ground fire which was 6 to 8 miles norht of the 
scene. All Samy-a made bainb and 20MM runs to suppress the ground fire. Nail 
12 was on scene at 0900Z and reported negative g!'ound fire, gave terrian, wather, 
elevation and said Bear 1 was 150 feet down from the peak of a Karst 1n a tree 
with a broken left thigh bone and possible broken right leg. 

Jolly 36 picked up Bear 1 at lOOOZ and proceeded to CH89. It was confirmed 
that Bear 1 and both legs broken and numerous bruise and scratches. Bear 1 had been 
hit by ground fire. 

Lyndon J. Stratton, Capt, USAF 
Rescue Crev Camnander 

CP Morrissey 
NN Connell 
FE Clarkson 
FE Coons 
LM Creer 
Im Coskie 
RO Best 


