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7/13 COMMAND BRIEFING 

.JL . 
BOTH jR2, L2, SIR, OUR PRESENTAT~O~ T.OD.AY, THE 7 /13AF COMMAND 

BRIEFING, IS DESIGNED TO FAMILIARIZE YOU IN: A GENERAL WAY WITH 

OUR. MISSION, OUR RESOURCES, AND . THE .TYPE OF .OPERA T!ONS THAT 

WE CONDUCT FROM BASES IN THAILAND. BOTH R3, L3 

BASICALLY OUR MlSSJ.ON IS THREE-FOLD: TO CONDUCT OPERA'TCON"S 

AS DI~ECTED BY 7TH AIR FORCE; TO.SUPPORT 13TH AF IN ADM1N1STI\AT IYE 

• 
AND LOGISTICS MATTERS; .AND TO MANAGE AND COORDINATE TJSA,F 

MATTERS .IN THAILAND AND LAOS. DURING THE ENSUING BRIE.FIXG 

WE WILL BE DISCUSSING THIS MISSION IN MQRE DETAIL. 

- --------~----- - ----

BUT FIRST, TO BRIEFLY ORIENT YOU 'ON OUR LOCATION; U DOHN 

IS THE NORTHERNMOST U.S. AIR INSTALLATION TN ALL OF SOtJTHE.t\.s ·:· 

,fR'OM1

SAIGON, AND .. ~~ss AN 300 MILES FROM HANOI. BOTH R 4, L4. 
. ~- . . . . 

THE' SLIDE ON THE LEFT D PICTS THE DUAL NATURE OF oeF. !-IEADC.:TJ:A.P. T E HS. 
: .-: AF.R 212-6, 2 .. 10-3, Ar'M 210-1 
! 
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f sf&i~rl .mrn11 Dsi»Stl t 
OPERATIONAL, ADMINISTRATIVE, AN_D LOGISTICAI:- ORDERS AND 

. .. 
INS'I·RUCTIONS FLOW FROM JCS-USAF TO CINCPAC-PACAF, WHERE 

THEY THEN SPLIT, WITH THE OPERATIONAL DIRECTIVES GOING TO 

7TH AIR FORCE, GEN~RAL ~O~YER, IN SAIGON, AND THE.N TO HQ 

7 /13.. Wi!ILE ON THE OTHER SIDE OF .THE HOUSE, LOGISTICS AND 

ADMINISTR~TIVE MATTERS GO TO 13TH AIR. FORCE, 'cjENERAL DAVIS, 

A'.f C)...ARK, AND THEN TO UDORN. THIS IS PERHAPS BET~tER 

ILLUSTRATED BY THE SLIDE ON THE RIGHT, .\\.'HERE WE SHOW BY . THE 

DOTTED LINE, THE OPERATIONAL COMMAND FLOW. FROM .!7TH AIR 

:•·;• 

FORCE TO ALL THE UNITS IN THE FIELD AND TO 7 /13 SI?vitJLTANEO':TSLY. 

WHEREAS THE COMMAND LINE FROM t3TH .a.IR FOP:cs RUNS THP.8CC:;: 

GENER.l~L LINDi .. EY, IN.HIS ROLJ!; AS DEPUTY COM.?v1 / .. NDEP., AND l'HE>~ 

TO THE UNITS IN THE FIELD. 

. . 

TO CARRY OUT OUR ?vUSSION, WE HA VE A ~ E f. ,/1.~:-IVEJ...Y . . . . 

SMALL HEADQUARTERS WITH THE EMPHASIS IN .THE OPEFAT!O!\TAL 

AREA. THIS IS DUE PRIMARILY TO THE. Z-4--.HOUR SCHI;:D!JLE MAIN'!AH~ED , . 

• J 

. BY THE TACC, ~D. CE!t'[~N RES~ONSIBILITIIKU:J~°i- ftlofWL:~ 
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REPORTING. 

BOTH R6, L6, OPERATIONS AGAINST NORTH VIETNAM ARE CARRIED 

·OUT FROM A STRUCTURE OF SEVEN AIRBASES HERE IN THAILAND AS .. ·----~ 

INDICATED BY THE DOTS. THERE IS ALSO AN ASSOCIATED HADAR 

SYSTEM CONSISTING OF RADARS AT CERTAIN OF THESE BASE::>- AND 

THREE ISOLATED SlTES ·INDICATED B'Y STARS~ 

. - " 

V/E ARE GOING TO TAKE YOU ON A SHORT THOUR OF 'THESE 11\iST.AL. .. 

. . 
LATIONS, BEGINNING IN THE NORTHEAST AND PROCEE.QING CLOG·K --

WISE AROUND THE COUNTR.Y. BO/H ~ R7; L7, .· WE FIRST HAVE:NA!:H(;>; 

PHANOM; NEAR THE MEKONG RIVER, WHICH IS THE HOME OF' rHE. s.·; Tri 

AIR COMMANDO WING. NAKHON PHANOM IS THE ONL.Y AIR BASE ,·:~ T~~A7 ·, · 

LAND THAT DOES NOT HAVE A PERM~NENT OPERJ1TING SURFA(:.E:. 

THE RUNWAY IS COMPOSED OF ALCMINUM MATTING l.ND THE r-1.,~.~vlPS 

PSP. RIGHT - R81 HERE IS A SHOT ·oF· THE RAMP AREA ·AT J\YAK'HO~~ ·- . " . 
.. . ' ' 

PHANOM SHOWING A-26 15, T - Z8.'S, AND A C-123, RIGHT - R9 .• -· k:t.SO .. 
3 

.. · 

... · . .... ·:· ... • ..... , ~ .. ~ ... ,_.,..,, , ... :; , .. ,~ ....... .. 
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. "LID" MSQ-77 RADAR SYSTEMS. THE MSQ-77 IS OUR B~IND BOMBING 

SYSTEM WHICH WE USE WITH SUCCESS DURING BAD WEATHER OPERA-

TIONS IN THE LAOTIAN AREA • . RIGHT - RIO, HERE IS A MORE · GENERAL . 

VIEW OF THE FIELD SHOWING T;J~ MUSCLE SHOALS "DUTCHMILL'' 

. . 

FACILITY IN THE ·LOW.ER LEFT-HAND. PORTION OF THE PICTURE. 

·RIGHT -. Rll, AND THIS IS A CLOSEUP OF "DUTCHMILL". 

·BOTH Rl2, LS, MOVING NOW TO THE SOUTH, WE HAVE OUR FIRST 

ISOLATED RADAR SITE ·AT MUKDAHAN KNOWN AS "VIKING11
• THIS RADAR 

SITE AND THE PREVIOUS ONE AT NAKHON PHANOM ARE SOLELY 

MANNED BY USAF PERSONNEL, WHILE THE REMAINING SITES ARE 

CO-MANNED vVITH USAF AND ROYAL -THAI AIR FORCE PERSONNEL • 

BOTH Rl3, L9, STILL.FARTHER TO .THE SOUTH IS tJBON, H0~1E OF 

THE 8TH TACTlCAL FIGHTER WING - - OUR MAJOR ·F-4 BASE lN THAI-

LAND. RIGHT • JU4, THIS IS A SHOT OF THE RAMP AREA AT UE}ON 
i" 

SHOWING THE F•<t'S, ANP IN THE BACKGR.~UND, THE'LION" RADAR 

-
. ,,, 

•. · ·4'1·•·/"~ .. 

j 
. l 
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~ 
SITE. RIGHT - R5, HERE IS A VIEW OF. THE LOWER RAMP AREA 

·'t ~ " · · . . 
SHOWING THE c..:130 1S KNOWN AS "LAMPLIGHTER " ·AND 11 BLINDBAT'1 

WHIC.H ARE NIGHT FL.ARESHIPS. 

BOTH .· Rl6, LlO ,· MOVING :NOW TO THE WEST, AT KORA T WE FIND · 

. . 
THE 388TH TACTICAL FIGHTER · WING AND THE 553RD RECONNAISSANCE . 

.. 
. WING. KORA'I' IS OUR LARGEST .BASE IN THAILAND - HAVING TWO 

\'\'INGS. RIGHT - Rl 7, THIS IS A VIEW OF THE MAIN RAMP. SHO.".VJ.NG 

THE lOS'S IN THEIR REVETMENTS. RIGHT - Rl8, AND THIS JS THE 

NEWL.Y CONS.TR UCTED 553RD RAMP AREA DEPICTING SOM.E OF THE 

RECENTLY ARRIVED .,.'MUSCLE SHO.kt~~-Ec-121·s . 

BOT.H - Rl9, LU, HALFWAY BETWE~N KORAT AND BANGKOl< rs '!HIS 

ISOLATED RADAR SITE AT GREEN HILL KNOWN AS "DRESSY LADY". • 

BOTH - .R20, Ll2, DON MUANG INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT IS TBE HO?v!E 

. . 
OF THE 631ST COMBAT SUPPORT GROUP. ITS PRIMARY ·MISSlON !S TO 

CONTROL LOGISTICS MOVEMENT INTO AND OUT OF THAILAND. THE U1'TIT 

.ALSO HAS CERTAIN ADDITIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES, PRIMARILY JN 

' ·I 
·1 
j 

' ' 
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. I THE COMPTROLLER AREA, FOR ALL OTHER BASES IN .THAILAND, 

RIGHT - R21, IN THIS VIEW OF THE RAMP AREA .AT DON MUANG·, 

"· 
'· 

THE AIRCRAFT DEPICTED ARE PRIMARILY TRANSPORTS AND STJPPOR l 

AIRCRAFT -- ALTHOUGH THERE IS AS.MALL DETACHMENT -OF 4 

• I:) 

F-H>2'S .ON THE BAS.E SERVING IN AN·AlR DEFENSE CAPACITY. 

BOTH - R22, Ll3, THE NEWEST' BASE IN THAILAND, WITH ITS 
.• 

RUNWAY OF 11 , 500 FEET, IS AT U-TAPAO. THE ROLE OF·· u .. TAPAO'S 

KC-135 TANKERS IS OF COURSE ALL IMPORTANT IN THE CONDUCT OF 

;~' 

" STRIKE OPERATIONS OVER NORTH VIETNAM. RIGHT ~*'R Z 3, 'THIS 

IS ANOTHER VIEW. OF THE F.IELD SHOWING THE KC - 135 RAMP , AND 

IN THE BACKGROUND, THE B-52 RAMP AREA, - - RlGH'T ·· R2~, AND 

A CLOSEUP 'OF THE B- 52 RAMJ;> • 

. BOTH - R25, LH, MOVING NOW TO THE NORTH, WE F.tND TAKHLI, 

OUR OTHER Fwl.05 BASE AN:D HOME OF THE 355TH TACTICAL FJGH1:ER 

WING. RIGHT - R26, THIS is As.HOT OF T.HE F-105 RAMP;·. RIGHT - R2 :~ , 

! 
.. ·: 

AND HERE lS THE .R:.<\MP AREA FOR. THE. EB .... 66 ELECTRONIC 'WARFARE . i 
·-·------·-~·--- - ------·-- \ 

.. -

:... . SECRtT "Of Oill D~SSLM . : . . ·. ·I-' - --· ------·· ·· "';;;,..:il:_:~; __ ·_ 
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· I St&ikLiat o~.w oiSst.it 
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AIRCRAFT AND A SMALL UNIT OF KC-135'S WHICH ARE MAINTAINED 

AT- TAKHLI FOR QUICK REACTION PURPOSES. 

BOTH - R28, LlS, NORTH OF TAKHLI IS OUR RE~1AINING IS.OLATED 

· . I;ADAR SITE AT PHITS.ANULOK, KNOW. AS 1iDORA'..;e· 

BOTH - R29, Ll6, AND. COMPLETING THE CIRCUIT, WE ARR.IVE AT 

I • 

UDORN, HOME OF HEADQUARTERS, 7 il3 AIR FORCE, THE ~32ND TACTI(,Al. 

R~CONNAISSANCE WING, AND T~E. " BRIGHAM'' CONTROL AND .R£PORTJNG 

CJ;;NTER~ AS YQU CA.N SEE FROM THE SLIDE ON YOUR LEFT, WE HA.VE 

A RATHER LARGE AND· VARIED AMOUNT OF MILITARY :F"LY!NG ACTIVITY 

' . 
AT UDORN. V,'E ALSO HAVE A SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNT ·OF NON~MlLITARY 

AIR TRAFFIC. THAI AIRWAYS USES THE FIELD AS lTS MAJOR TERMINAL 

lN THE NORTHE,AST REGION, ·AND IN THIS RIGHT · ~ R30.~ PIC"i."URE, . 

YOU CAN SEE THE MAINTENANCE. FACILITIES AND ·PART OF 'THE RJ\M.P 

AREA FOR TWO CIVILIAN CONTRACT AIRLINE~, " CON'TINENTIAL 

AIR SERVICES11 AND 11~ AMERIGA" • . RiGHT - R31, THIS IS A SHOT OF 

. . 

THE MAIN RAMP DEPICTING F-•n··s NAD RF-4C'S.~IGH'! ~ B:3i;·:·"'l'ffls .Is A . 

7 . · I SECIT ff OF0.'-11 ·or~~r'4 i 
~ I•?· • • \.). . • : . • ~ • •• ,~:~~~'l:_::':' • f ,• . \ , ., ' , ' ". ' . • 

, . ,• ... · . . \ .· . .... : .. . • . 

. . f 
-~ 

\ 
\ 
l 
1 
1 
1 

. ,j 
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~ 

\ 
·J 

] 
l 
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CLO$EUP OF THE F-~r>·s AND R~--4C 1S. RIGHT-R33, AND 

THE· RF-4C RAMP AREA. R IGHT - ·R3~, THIS VIEW OF THE LOWER 

. \ . 
RAMP AR.EA SHOWS · THE c..,po•s WlUC,B' BELONG TO THE WEATHER 

SQUAD.RON. THE JOLLY GREEN RESC"(JE HELICOPTER RA.MP lS JN THE 

UPPER PORTION OF THE PHOTO. 

BOTH ".' R35; Ll7, THIS SLIDE DEPICTS OUR TOTAL USAF A~RCB.AF '1 

RESOURCES BOTH AUTHORIZED AND GtiRRENTLY ON HAND IN THA!LANT) . 

. ' 
BOTH - R36, Ll8; NOW, AS TO OUR MlSSION_ IN MORE DETAIL-. FIR.1T ,· 

TO.MONITOR STRIKE OPERATIONS AS DIRECTED BY 7TH AIR FORCE. 

THE SLI.QE ON THE l,EFT SHOWS THE STR!KE CONTROL AS EXERCISED 

BY 7TH AlR FORCE AND "THE :fLO\\r .OF OPERATIONAL O~ F:::.~.AG ORDERS. 

FROM 7TH D:i'R1'.:CT TO ALL THE UNITS JN TH:&; FIELD . _ _:I.HE ·:.~ ~l CLE r.~: 

. COMPLETE WHEN .AFTER THE .M.ISSIO:t-', 

L r.-FT. L"' '"' ,....HE tT'll.'lTS GENE.R ·•TE r·p· 't:' t"' .. ..,..,.0 .. · ~I "l' •t-- r .- .,. · • .. .... -i::- ,._ '- ·· t:' " Jt, - .t ,,- l-' .t •. ·.J. .. , ..r ..t-i. ,, ... .1 .1:.., l"' . .il. .-' ~ ·~°".-.. .... -,.. '·•' .... ·· .. ,:: .. I . .:.. .. .,. ' .... ~ ... .:J.:" '..J~ 

REPORTS BACK TO 7TH AIR FORCE -- WITH HEADQUARTERS :"'. ~-1 BE:NG. 

AN .rn.FORMA TIONAL ADDRESSEE IN BOTH CASES •. 

.· ... ~:v.· -·· .. 

·-·· .. .. . ~ 
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i SfCRt. f:Of~~H OISSEl i 
BOTH - .R37,. L20, . OUR OPERATIONAL AREAS ARE THREE: THE ROLLING 

. . . 

·TfiUNDER AREA, ~LL OF NORTH VlETNAM; THE BA_RREL ROLL AREA, 

NORTHERN LAOS: AND THE STEEL TIGER AREA, \VBICB rs THE PAN-· 
•.. 

HANDLE AREA IN SOUTHERN LAOS. IN TH:ESE AREAS, WE ARE CON ­
. .;;/ 

DUCTING THREE RATHER DIFFERENT TYPl!:S OF AIR 'VARFAHE. 

RIGHT - R.38, IN THE NORTHERN PORTIONS OF ROLLING TH0i'JDER, 

.lN WHAT 1NE SHOW HEBE AS ROUTE PACKAGES '\t AND VJ OUH OPERATJO':\JS 

ARE PERHAPS BEST 'TERMED STRATEGIC INTERDICTION. V/HER.r;.AS 

BEF·ORE, OUR TARGET LIST WAS RESTRICTED TO 'THE TRANSPOR T ATION 

NET'\.\'ORK AND THE LINES OF COMMUNICATION IN .. °!.JORTH Vl:ETNA!\:r • 

. THE L!S'f AS --iOU KNOW HAS BEEN CO}TS!DERABL Y EXPANDED J;-.~ 

. . 
RECENT MONTHS, TO ILLUSTRATE "IHE ~AGNlT ~h)E OF T'ffS Et"i;' ~ ::~·q 

I.) 

REQUIRED TO LAUNCH A ?v1AJOR STRIKE AGAll\:'S"r NORTH vn:-: ;-.; .'\ ~·:, 

:_'.TAKE A LOOK AT THE COMPOSI'l'ION OF A TYPICAL FORC£o 

II 

9 

SECRET NOF OBI. DISS£M · 

"'\ · .' ·~ .. _, 
·'- ' ~ t, I 

j 
..... :"'.' .................. : .. 

I . . 

·: .. . ' 

l ... 
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BOTH - R39, L21~. TtfE ·STANDARD STRIKE OR ALFA PACKAGE 

. CONSISTS OF 6 FLIGHTS OF 4 F-l0'51S FROM BOTH KOR.AT AN:i) ·1 Al~HLJ, .. 
AS WELL AS 2. FLIGHTS OF F-'4t MIG-CAP AlRCRAFT LEFT I.:''. . , FRC!'.-1 

UJ3QN AND 2 FROM UDORN • . 'IHEHE ARE ALSO z FLIGHTS or S'ItHKE 

OVERALL F.RAGGED STRENGTH OF THE NORMAL J.'J-1..CKAGE Vi . 2 ,'..IH C p.,.-.. F·-~ • 

\YHICH IS AN INCREASE FROM '18 PRL\'tOU~L'!!'... LE.f·I :-- 1 
•• ~. ~. -~· ~, • .. : ; .:;F 

..... , ' . 
i. -·f 

. SUPPRESSJON AND CARRIES EITHER CBU 1S OR \000 Porn-..r)) E.Oi' ~I'>S vn. :::.: ~· 

'VARIABLE TiME FUSL"JG. THE REMAINING ~~ FLiGHTS S'lP. ·n~s 7 .. F!'E 
• I ' 

SELECTED TARGET ... _ ~ACH AIRCRAFT 'NORMALLY CARRYlNG f. X 7!)0 

!fr I BIT NIQll liif-:i: 
~.,, , 

:- ' . ' lb • ' ~ .• ;.!' • .:.. ·~·: •• ~ .. * 

,.. .. ,. . ~· . 

• •• .£,-:. ..... ~--

' .. 

·.,, : 

.t .. . .. 
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. OR 2 X 3000 POUND BOMBS. LEFT • L24, . THE MIG-CAP. F-~1S CARRY 

BOTH HEAT~SEEKlNG °AND RADAR GtrJDED AIR-TO .. AIR MISSILES. 

LEFT - L2S, TO SUPPORT THE STRIKE ~~ORCE, A LARGE AND '.'AR i E:l,; 

~. . . . . . . 
ARlviAD,A OF OTHER AIRCRAFT._ IS REQUlREDc · IF ·THE STR11-l.E ROUTE LlE S 

OVERLAND.. THE TYPICAL FORCE REQUIRES 18 I~C-13 ~ TANKER S , 

.. 
.· 

BOTH - R~·O, I..26, BASED EITHER AT U-T.APAO .OR T AKBU F.OR 

PRE-STRII<E AND POST-STRIKE REFU.EL1NG. THE "il\:ATE~. H('\1 ':· .c: 

REQU.IRES 2'7 TANKERS BECAUSE OF THE GREA 7ER DIST.t·\.NCES 

INVOLVED. LEFT - L27 ,· MIG-GAP FOR .THE TANKEF.S OPER.:...':· r~?<"'. 

~ 

1 HE NAVY PROVl.lY£S :MIG PROTECTION. 

BO.TH R-41, .. " (' 
J .J(• I'. I EB -6fi AIR.CR.'\.F'T . F .R OM 'I AJ:\H.L .. iI , 'f LY 7~ ... '. ·~ . .'• r: r. : S 

,., 
OVER NORTHERN LAOS ANO THE G.ULF OF. TO~Klt-i: , PRO\i-:!.:i:f!: ;~··· i\:. 

PROTECTION FOR TEE S'!RlKE FORCE. FRO!v1 S 'l"d ~ E!.~ .. ~ 6' .3 A RS 

11 1g~RET NOF~~falsa] . 
-·. 

~ I I 
lw;rliiltlil.i•· • .,.iii .. . -11-1 .. - . .... . , __ .... ___________ , · .: ~- .. ·-·-· '· 

... 
" .. ~ 

·~ 

1 

l 
l 
1 

·: . 
\ 
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... , • j 

· .. t. 

l 
l 
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·NORMALLY UTILIZED ~EPENDING UPON 'TAP.GET LOCATION AND 

ASSOCIATED DEFENSES. 

BOTJ..J - R~.2, L29, . "COLLEGE EYE" EC-12l'S ·FROM KOR AT BER VE . 

AS AN EXTEt'J'TION OF OUR EAR LY WARNING R ADA R COVERAGE>. ON J;: 

MAINTAINS STATION OVER LAOS AND 2 OV.ER THE Gl.i LF ··· OFr:f',A.T INC 

UNDER THE CALL..:SIGN " ETHAN.' '. 

aoTH .·· R·O, . L30 , TWO C -130 "COMMANDO L A="l GE" ELE:~ l RON IC 

INTELLIGE~CE AI.RCRAFT ORBlT .lN BASIC,l\.!.:L"'i THE SA1'AE LOC A ·n ot-:r.s 

~ 

lN THE OtiL.F O~' TONKIN·. BOTH .. R 44, 1..3J. , P,!'· £>.::: .. -_ .: ~' '\"': s.:~ :: Ao·-:s 

. . . 
ON STAT ION 2-4. HOURS A DAY SERVING AS A RAD I O. REL.A.'; A.J R::. ?.AF~:'. 

... R ESCUE FORC ES ALS O CC..YMPRISE A PORT~ON C.F' ')'~ :;.; St.:P.F·ORT 

~ . ... . 
LIGHT .HOURS. READY T9 RESPOND TO ANY .DIST RESS CALL . }'( ) Gf< 

·. - · .. '· 
A-1•s ORB.IT IN BARREL ROLL DU.RTNG THE s~rRIKE, wrr.:n 2. JS.>\ CH ON 

12 SECRET NOFOmt mssfil . 
. . ' . ' 

iPliliili':':liiif"'iilj';iliiiClillliril~11flililr•'SlillllZ-'i.i ... --------· .. --·' _.. ........... ' '''"·""' .. . : ........ 
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I .; 
·1 

\ 
. \ 
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COCKPIT A LE,RT A'I UDORN AND NKP. 

JOLLY GREEN HH-3.E HELICOPTERS ARE ON COCKPIT ALERT l.N 

NORTHERN LAOS, NAKHON PHANOM, . ANO Z LOOA'!."J.ONS 1N SO . 

VIETNAM. 1 ALSO ORBITS OVER THE GULF .DURING STU.IKE OPS . 

. . 
W'HEN W~ LOSE AN AIRCRAFT OVER NORTH VlETN!.\.}.A, A. VF.:RY EFF ··· 

ICIENT, SOPHIS'TICATED SYSTEM GOES INTO OPERATION. Non;.. ~A l..LY. 

. . 
THE' F'IRST ·TO HEAR 'TH.E DISTRESS CALL AR E THE .Ll!.: V I' .. ~- :\.2 , 

ORBITING C-130 "CROWN" AIRCRAFT . CROvVN v.~JLL AT'.TF.:MPT -~·o 

INSURE. THA.'I' THE DOWNE;:D PILOT'S WINGMAN OR dT.Hl'.:h i.1JEJ~ f<S P.S .. 
·> . 

ELECTRONI.C SEARCHES FOR '!HE Do"WNED PILOT AND ATT.r~: .;-.;p ·}. T O 

MAKE VISUAL CONTACT WITH HIM. 'WITH THEIR L.!GBJ O.~;:DNANC E_, 

THEY SANITIZE 'I'HE AREA M.AKING IT SAFE F,OR LEF"! .-L3~, THE 

. \ UEt nol~~ OfSiJt 13 t . " 

.. i - . 
ilif.riii"tllii+111riie ~iii· · ·111rii1·· lilli'iiiimi.i, 1111· ·1111••0

-..· ------· ....... ·:...---~· ... " ' · · <- ., _ 
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HELICOPTERS WHICH FOLLOW THEM· IN. THE ~TOLLY GREENS '!HEN 

ACQUIRE THE PILOT ON THE GROUND AN.D ·.LEFT ·- L:3~, ·.r .. CYWER A 

. PARARESGUE MAN TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE TC) THE D0 ~'/1,f1::n· ATRCI\ E'.>. 

MEMBER 1.I-' NEEDED, OFTEN ~'1THIN HOUR.S OR £\TEN MiN'O i .i.:S, THE · 

DO\.\'N~D PILOT is PICKED UP, LE.FT - L36, . AND ON Hl~i W ,:\"f OU T OF 

THE A~EA. 

·.•. 

FOLLO\VJNG ~ACH MISSION, RF-~C BOTH - R 4>S. I,3 ·· , R.E.CC ~i 

AIRCRAFT FROM UDORN FLY FOLLOVl~UP A-USSlONS ov;:;~ ··~ ~ ·n~; T.AE <;. r:: ~ 

AREA TO DETERMINE BOMB DAMAGE AND TARGET CUNF>J'1 f() r,; . 

'[("') st:• L ... '··f ("I "·' 1· T -1 THE''.F.~ p·· l't""C t::•s F f'I" ~"-' "T"(•- ':'."•I A . r: 
• . C.J:. ' · . ·<" . --~ ' ::> ·• £", .-J;J, .. J. •~v • -' - , ~- --~ 

40 F - 105'S F ROM TAKHLI A~D l<0.RA1' AN'f; F.. F-"~ 'S FHOM (.'30~: .-

PROCEEDED OUTBOUND TO RENDEVOUS.WI'tH. THE 'KC·<J~ T .~?JREiLS , 

A1''TE.R REFUELING. 'THE s ·r RIKE ·PACKAGE HE:i~DED NOR TB TO 

. '· 
1

• {Scc11 NiiJBf liissr111 J 

f . 

;,,. .. ,..,....__, .. 

1 
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.) 
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·j 
1 
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CHANNEL 97 IN NORTHERN LAOS IN LOOSE FORMATION Q'NDER THE 

GOMMAND OF AN F-105 MISSION-COMMANDER. DURING INGR ESS 'I O 

. THE TARGET FROM CHANNE:L 97, '!HE 'IRON HAND AIRCRA.f.'! .LED 

THE PACK .AS THEY TROLLED FOR SAM SIGNALS, FOLLOWEO CLOSi!:LY 

BY THE FL.AK SUPPRESSION AIRCRAFT. CLOSE ::J:~ THEii\ I-fEi'.~ l.,~; 

CAME 'fHE S'fRJI<E BIRDS WlTH TOT'S BETWEE!'-l F.LiGHTS C F' (>NE ·or-.. 

T "NO MINUTES. THE F--4.'·MIG CAP ffR.EAKS A '..Vl~Y F'H Cr..t 'f H .c; J-'AC:.(( AGE 

TO :ENCrAGE ANY MIGS '!HAT POSE A THREAT TO THE FORr:E . 

LEFT - L39, THESE ARE TWO TYPICAL STR:..KE PBO I 03 T"" ~ ; E :•·! 

DURING THE ATTACK. LEFT - L~O, 

RIGHT - R-'IB, F'OL.T.0'\~1NG BOMB DEL.1V£il.Y t ·7ffE !?·: .. 1~ -:~,;:; 

. .......... \....- i. 
• • ':'!" , 

WHICH HAS POSITIONED THEMSELVES lN ·:rH.c: PREDE·r Ekt-.n·~E!J }JOS :- ~· 

STRIKE AREAS. THE FIGHTER" AIRCRAF'I THEN HI~:A~£D FOR HOME 

AND THE. SUPPORT AIRCRAFT WERE RELEASED. AND HETUHNED TO 

is I SFCllJ.'T 18f:OAll Di~ttai:'-~ . 
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· ~ 1JtCR£T NOFOll -DISSEM. ·1--
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BASE·. 

FOLLOWING THE STRIKE, BOTH - R-49 , L-42, TWO UDORN BASED 

RF-<(C'S FLEW BDA RECONNAISSANCE OVER 'THE TARGE T AREA. 

T.HAT AFTERNOON 'rHE PERFORMANCE .WAS_ REPEATED , BUT 

AGAINST A DIFFERENT TARGET. 

BO'I'.H - RSO, L~3 , THIS CHART DEPICTS THE NFMBER OF 

AlRGRAFT BY TYPE 'WHICH PARTICIPATED 1.N OR SUPPOR TEO THE 

.. . 
STRIKE AGAINST. PHtTC YEN . '!HE MAGNITUDE OF THE· AIRCRAF T 

RESOURCES !lEQUlRED TO SUPPORT A. I< A!!J OVEF. NOF. TH VIETNAM 

. . 

INVO LVE D \.V ER E ACTUALLY PR OGR.AM!v1£D T O s·:-f:'IJ-' .E: ·;·r-1£ ;:: rol\.'1 ·\ i°\ ':· 

. . 

' '· 

'A SEGMENr OF Tl:fE TO'I AL DAILY ·AIR WAR P1C T!JRE , .-.. L :'I-!Gt·;~YM I:. ;": 

CERTAINLY THE MOST CONCENTRATED PART OF EACH f)l~ .. Y 1 S ACT!YJT!ES. 

.• j 
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($£CHET IOF 01 BISSEi I . ; · 
R_IGHT - RSI, TURNING NOW TO 'I'HE CENTRAL AND ·SOUTHERN 

PORTIONS OF_. NORTH VIETNA_M, TH~ NAVY HAS PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY 

FOR OPERATIONS IN RP 2, 3 & 4, RIGHT - R52, JN RP 1, OUR OPERA'I'~ONS 

ASSUME THE CHARACTER OF TACTICAL INTERDICTION. P RilvlAHY EFF OB~.S 

HERE ARE DIRECTED AGAINST 1HE TRANSPORTATION SYST E M AND THE 

STAGING/STORAGE AREAS.~ THE PURPOSE BEING TQ ·DISRUPT A NJ) HALT 

-~S MUCH AS POSSIBLE THE FLOW OF MEN AND MATBRTE L SO UTH THROU0P , 

THE DMZ IN~O SOUTH VIETNAM AND ~'EST INTO THE LA:CTIAN . PANHAN DLE. 

RIGHT~ R53, ·MOVING NOW 1'0 THE BARREL ROLL ARE~~ OF NOH THER ~ 

I,.AOS, OU~ AIR OPERATIONS HERE DIF'.rER CONSlDER.:'\.B.Lf . '!HIS R EGIO N 

C ONT.AlNS SOME OF THE MOST iNHOSP~T/\.BLE AND RUGGED T£fl R.A1P !.'~'·i 

CULT URAL DE1AIL, L.EF'! - ·'46 , SOM.F.; OPEN AREAS \\'HERE \\! S i:)U "!.. ~>.' ... 

LIKE THIS -- A VERY RUGGED 
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AND HEAVILY WOODED AREA ·W!iERE IT IS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT 

· - .TO EVEN. ~IND . A TARGET LET 'ALONE STRIKE IT ? UCCESSFULLY • 

. WHAT WE ARE DOING JN TH!S ARE IS FURNISHING AC'~OSS THE BOA.Pi) 

AIR SUPP.ORT, BOTH I~ THE STRIKE AND LOGISTICS FIELD, T O ·l\'H A '! 

· IS LARGEL.Y A GUERRILLA ARMY ..: ~ ·LEFT - LJ!.8 , AN .ARM":.: -:-_;n:t-.IPOSC1>; 

PRIMARILY ·OF MEO TRIBESMEN WHO ARE THE H1LL PECPI.F. PR 01\i 

THE Noq THERN M.OTJNT Ar~rous REGIONS OF LA OS .. A L:1' HO · ·<.~ !-{ 

I 

THEY ARE T RAINED AND SUPPLIE D. LARGE LY .WIT H THI:.: AlD (.).F THE 

UNITED S'.!"ATES, THEY ARE LED A'f THE HIGHES :r 1-EY.EL BY THE 

-· 
GOMMANDE'R OF LAOTIAN MILITARY REGION I I, M A.TO?. ·:::E NE.HAL 

VANG .PAO , LEF '"r - L.;.q, ~NHO ! S HIMSELF .~1'1 1:..:J'1·f~'HG .MEO . 

OPERATJNO JN G R O Q"PS OF FROM •Hl TC 1.0G M..b: N Ai-i'f) !_'S'i".'\:''i : ":-lE 
" J . • 

SER VICES OF TH~ TWO PRE"'/ !OUSLY MEN'f!ON.E !.) C!"V.'O: ... J ... '> 1'.: :.>..:Y~i T it .. ::.J~ ~ · 

AIRLINES, GAS AND AIR ~MERlCA, THESE BANDS STAG.E F ~OM :·\ND 

. . 
INTO UNIMPROVED LANDING STRIPS LEFT - L SCJ , SI.MIL AR TO ·1HE " 

0 
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ON.ES SHOWN HERE. LEFT - L5l, SUPPLIES ARE FLOWN INTO THEM 

BY HELICOPTER.AND THEIR WOUNDED EVACl~·A'TEL' THE S.AtvlE V>tAY? 

' ' . 
'. 

. DURING EMERGENCIES. THE ENTIRE TE.AM IS SOMETJMES Pl1LLED 

OUT OR 11~X'rRACTED." 'LAST· YEAR, TH 1S TYP}..~ OF OP.E;J.<ATJO~.; 

WORKED Wl'I'H SOM.E DEGREE OF SUCCESS. BUT THIS YEAR, I rs 

SUCCESS HAS BEEN TRULY PHENOMENAL, . BECAUSE FOR THE: Fif?:S'T 

'!lME IN 'tHE SEVERAL YEARS OF RECENT FIGHTING i".N' LAOS, ".CHE ~ 

COMBINED FORCES OF 'THE NOR TH VIETNAMESE AND .THE PA T'HET 

LAO HAVE BEE.N UNABLE TO ACHIEVE SJGNlFlCANT ,· EXP LOiTABLE 

VTCTOR!ES AGAINST THE FRIENDLY LAOTIAN :ro::v~: r~s • . 

,. 

. . 
O.r.~ I OS \''""" FlND '!HA·I HERE OUR c'"'·"-~E'" \·-~· . "· ' d "" ·., ~ , . .. .... " '° r JA ,, , . ·• .c.. ': , · . ...1.r .!'\ .' ·1 .t l. . , . ~.., .c.'.\ .l., .J.!.. .. '· : , ...... } , \ .; .... · ... :~ .. 

0 . . . 
CLASSICAL TACTICAL lNTER.DICT.ION TYPE ~~ THE PRHvlAF<" . . -:;.f ~(,~ t: ' ;· 

HERE BEING '!HE HIGHWAY ~YST.EM. ROADS SlMU.AR TO· THE CNE 
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s ·HOWN ON .THE LEFT - L53, LEFT THA~ ARE CARVED OUT OF THE 

. HILLSIDES, . LEFT - L54, RUN DO.'WN INTO THE VALLEYS, !,.EFT '"'. L5 5 , 

ALMOST AL'WAY~·--UNDER THE TREES, LEFT - L 56 , AND TN 'l" 0 :1HE 

C~NY~ AREAS, WHERE AS IN THE.NORTH, .lT IS EXTREMELY DIFFl-

CULT TO i:::vEN FIND A ROAD LET AL.ON~ A TARGET. THESE FOADS 

COMPRISE ~WHAT lS COMMONLY KNOW!'J AS TH;E ' 'HO CHI MINH TRAIL. ,.- ·-

WHICH AS YOU KNOW IS THE INFILTRATION NETWORK tTSED 1'0 MOVE ' . 

SUPPLIES TO· THE BASE CAMP AREAS. OF COMMUNIST FORCES OPER-

A TING IN SOUTH VIETNAM. 

. IN THIS AREA, THE ENEMY HAS TWO VERY OH.EAT !'·!l1TriR. AL 

~· 
ADVANTAGES~ L E F T - L'>':' , T H r: _FLR S'"." OF TE "::.:Si.. l ::> Sl..1''~f1 L'\. LY: .•\"'./ E::; • 

WITH AS MANY. AS THREE SEPARATE .CANOPIES C F FOLL~c-s . ~2::Rt: . 

OUR P~IMARY TACTIC IS VTIL·IZATION OF 'THE FOR V{.!\.RD AIR COl\l'TF CL 

' if 
TEAM, LEFT - L58, WHICH CONSISTS OF LIGHT, UNARMED AlRCRAi-~T 

si~uLAR TO THIS ONE, 
1
1.."EFT - ' L59, AND A SYSTEM OF IN'l':E;RLOCKING 

2~ ·SECRET N-Of iiw1 -rij~~ru I · · 
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COMMUNICATI,ONS. THE FAC WILL IDENTIFY A TARGET ANB RADIO 

. . . 
THE INFORMATION TO THE HIGH ALTITUDE FLYING COMMAND POST . . . 

WHO WILL CALL -IN THE STRIKE AIRCRAFT. THE F AC THEN MARKS 

. THE TARGET AN~ THE STRIKE IS CARRIED OUT. 

' . 

THE OT-HER NATU.RAL .ADVANTAGE IS THIS -- DARKNESS. · 

.BOTH - R55, · L601 WHILE IT IS VERY RARE to SEE TRUCKS MOVING 

DURING THE DAY TIME, ·IT IS NOT AT ALL UNCOMMON TO SEE GROUPS 

OF TRUCKS, FROM 5 TO AS MANY AS -50 QR MORE, MOVING AT NIGHT 

OUT 0}" THE:IB B.ASE AREAS IN NORTH VIEl'NAM AND OVE.R THE ROAD 

0 

NETWORK IN LAOS. HERE OUR PRIMARY WEAPONS ARE THE 

L E FT - .L61; A -~6 1 S AND LEFT - Lf,~; 'T-2.S'S OPER.AT!NG lN A 
" 

NIGHT ARMED RECONNAISSANCE ROLE-FROM NAKHON PHANOM. 

AC'IIf':'G IN CONCERT WITH C ·-12 3 FLARESHIPS, LEFT - L6J, A LSO 

FROM NKP A.ND C-1301$ FROM PBON, THESE UNITS HAVE ACHIEVED 
~ 
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SPECTACULAR SUCC;f:SS IN DESTROYING ENEMY TRUCKS ON · 

NIGHT MIS~IONS. BOTH. - R 56, L6'4, · THESE RECONNAISSANCE . 

PHOTOS DEPICT NOR'IH VlE'l'NAMESE TRUCKS RECENTLY CAUGHT 

AND 'DEST~OYED ON ROUTE 91, IN SOUTHE;:RN LAOS • . 

r 
BOTH - R57, L65, ANOTHER PHASE OF OUR MISSION 1S TO 

. DIRECT USAF PARTICIPATION IN THE AIR DEFENSE GF THAi LAND .. : 

· THlS .MAP DEPICTS THE LOCATION OF OUR AIR DEFENSE RES(HJRCES, 

WJ:H.CH .. ~LONG · WITH THE RADAR SITES WE IDENTIFIED A LITTLE 

EARLIER, COMPRISE THE AIR DEFENSE SYSTEM .• AT UDO~N, WE 

. MAINTAIN SL"'{ F-·l02'M, LEFT ·· Lb6, SHOWN !.N T!-IE'· t'PPEH POBT10N 

OF '!HlS SLIDE: .AND THE THAIS HAVE A T~2~ Si:JU .• ~DHON. LE'F'T .. IJi , 

AT NAKHON PHANOM, ANOT~ER 'fHAl T-2.l:S SQUADRON A'T F50N; YET 

ANOTH~R THAI T~ZB UNIT AND A SQUADRON OF AUSTRALIAN CA--Z7 1S , 

" 
LEFT - L68, . 

c 
WHICH ARE A VERSION OF. 'fHE f'-Bb. THE AUS'fRALIJ..t-.:s 

MAINTAIN .A SQUADRON OF THESE AIRCRAFT A'!" UB.ON UNDER THE 
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l . 

IMPLEMENTATION OF .CERTAIN SEATO AGREEM;ENT~. THEY ARE 

~NTENDED FOR THE AlR DEFENSE OF THAILAND ONLY AND DO NOT 
/ 

OPERATE OUTSIDE THAI BORDERS. LEFT ,;, · L69. OTHER AIR DEFENSE 

AIRCRAFT INCLUDE_. USAF F .. 10.z•s AND A THAI F-5 snuAD.RON AT ·DON 

MUANG. THE F-5'S RECENTLY REPLACED AN F-86 SQUADRON THERE · . 

AND ARE NOT''YET OPERATIONAL • ONE OTHER THAI F-86 SQUADRON T.S 

LOCATED AT TAKHLI, AT PRESENT, WE CONSIDER THE .C0}..1.MUN1ST 

AIR THREAT TO THAILAND ESSENTIALLY MlNIMAI,.. ALTHOUGH CHINA 

. . :..· .. 

HAS A FLEET O:F MORE THAN 300 LIGHT B0}.1BERS, LESS THAN lOo/o _ARE 

CURRENT.LY POSITIONED WITHIN RANGE OF ·THAI EASES. OF MORE 

tJGENT. CONC.ERN TO THE. THAIS ARE UNI.DENJIFISD I. O'iV SLCil'/··l'LYING 

lN THE NORTHER EASTERN PART OF THE COUNTRY. 

SPECULATION THAT SO.ME OF THESE UNKNOWNS WERE COMMUNIST . ,,__.,. ,. . . 

. : . . 
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AIRCRAFT ON RE~UPPLY AND INFILTRATION MISSIONS FOR THE THAI 

.. 
INSURGENTS, HOWEVER, INVESTIGATION OF THE UNKNOWN TRACKS 

BAS REVEALED MOST OF TI-IEM TO BE FRIENDLY AIRCRAFT· NOT 

ADHERING TO FLIGHT PLANS. 

INSURGENGY AND COUNTER-INSURGENCY 
-~--·---

RIGHT - R58, THE NEXT PHASE OF.OUR MISSION. 'lS T O ASSlST TH'E 

THAIS IN THEIR COUNTER-INSURGENCY PROGRAM. RIGHT - l~ '.i <: ,. :c-s 
$."• 

L.OOKING AT Tl-TE INSURGENCY SITUATION ITSELF, THE T'Y:PES. OF ACT-. 

IVITIES CARRIED OUT .BY THE COMMUNISTS ARE CH An A C T SR IST 1C O.F THOSE 

FOUND IN THE EARLY STAGES OF ANY INSURGENC~'t' S.TTUA 'HON. T HEY 

('. Q '\TSIS'l' OF L 1::.~"T - L''.· 0 . 's.:::ASSIN. T I "N -)-i:· ) . •••. · ~ 1 .. · i::· :")' 1 • • -..,. J, .I J.;.., .f" - .., .l\ -...;J A~ , · • • \.JJ. l. .J: 1 .~..' i 1,; ~ .• L~ 1,
0

' C '• i",l'\r'... ,_,;ii :'•i ,!, :"'i , 

PERSONNEL AND FACILITIES , AND .FORCf.:D VILL A·~1C PROP .·\.."~1\'i .. ;.2A 

MEETINGS. ;LEFT .. L72. 

- I ' \ 

.· . 
,,._. 
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ALTHOUGH COMMUNIST INSURGENT AC'!IV!T ... l:• ·OCCURS IN SEVERAL 

' · AREAS THROUGHOU'I: THAILAND, WE AR.E PRIMARILY CONCERNED WITH 

THE RIGHT ..: R60, NOR TH EAST BECAUSE THIS IS '!HE AREA WHERE THE 
. ' . . . '\\ 

HIGHEST' LEVEL. OF INSUROENS:Y OCCURS. VERY ACTIVE INSUT~GENT 

POCKETS LIE ONLY A FEW MILES FROM UDORN~ .THE HIGH lNClDENCf~ 

O.F .COMMUNIST TERRORISM.IN THIS A.REA IS ATT RTBL'T ABLE T C NE.h.RL": 

TRAIN·ZD IN CHINA, NOR TH VIETNAM, AND LAOS. T'HE~t .ARE ·1 E !~· .::·-.: :~ 

NORTH VIETNAMESE CAD.RE 'AND .ASSISTED BY A~T ESTI.1'. li\.1· :r~::J 11) , (;'.H} 

A(;TIVE SYMPATHIZERS.· 

OUR ASSIS 'IANCE ,....,, THI:"' 'f't..l• •.ts 1~ : 'I.'HEI") c·(·\, .... _~ · ·" ..... : . 1 ": •;.1• x1""'. '':~ 1 ··;· .... . ... L '-' I;.. Sl Ii.. l. ~ • . j, ..' ~ .,.# • ~ I . ... f . .. ... "··· .. " ... . \ ... ~ 't <. . . 

AND RIGHT - R 61, INVOLVES MEDlCAL TRA'INING AND S t~ P~')OE : , C I'/l ~ : 

:. .,. " 9 . 

ACTION, AND SPECIAL AIR WARFAFE TRAL~1NG. 
' . · 
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RIGHT ., R62, ANOTHER MAJOR ·:PHASE OF OUR MisSION IS TO 

ACCOMPLISH ADMINISTRATIVE .AND LOGISTICS FUNCTIONS AS DIRECTED 

" 
BY l3TH AIR FORCE. IN THIS CASE~ THE MATERIEL srAFF AT ~HE 

HE;ADQUARTERS FUNC'IlONS AS A DIRECT EXTENSION OF THE. JJTH 

.. --· .. 
AIR FORCE COMMANDER. 

. . 
RIGHT - R63, AND FINALLY, TO MANAGE ~N:L'.: COORD1NA'1'E USAF 

.MA 'f TEHS IN THAI LAND. AND LAOS. GENERAL LINDLEY• AS ''.;:i.--rE SE't,T10·~, 

ASSIGNED AIR FORCE OFFICER TN THAILAND, CARRI.ES OUT A M~_'!'L1IT\JPS, 

. : 

OF COORDI.NATION MA~TERS VtJTH LOCAL OFFICIALS ANt> TH'S AM.ER!.·~::AN 

AMBASSADons IN 'BANGKOI< AND IN VIENTIANE, LAOS. . _r . . . 

BOTH - R~- ~. • '7 '! 
.J .... . . . , TO SUM UP,· OUR MISSJON / AS PH E \ 'lCUSL''.::' S~U\. ~i E 1.\ 

. . . . 

.SUPPORT_ 13TH IN THE ADMfNISTRATIVE AND LOGISTICS A~EA:.i , · A:~ ::; ':l). 

MANAGE AND .COORDINATE USAF .MATTERS J.N 'IHAILAND A!'1D ' L.AO~. 

BOTH - R65. L74. 
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SIR~ THAT CONCLUDES THE BRIEFING. ARE THERE ANY QU.ESTIONS? 
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