








63

55

Mission Narrative 2-3-08 17 Jamuary 1968

On 17 Jan, Crown 4 resumed the SAR effort for Hangar 1, an aircraft down
on the previous day with two POB. The location of the SAR was approximately
068/81 fram channel 89,

Because the weather in the area was overcast, the SAR did not begin until
1000H. At this time, Misty 11 was over the scene and established voice communi-
cation with both survivors, When Misty 11 arrived on scene, he reported the
weather overcast with one large break in the clouds, One survivor estimated
the ceiling in his area at 2-/ thousand feet.

Sandy 5 and 6 arrived on scene at 1045H. After mumerous communications
with the survivors which were relayed by Misty 11 because the Sandys were not
receiving, Sandy 5 said that the area was workable. Jolly Green 09 and 37
were then cleared across the border wiith Sandy 7 and 8 as escort.

At 1115H, Torpedo 3 flight arrived on scene and grovided communications
in place of Misty 11. During this time, Sandy 5 and 6 were working to pin-
point the survivors and to get below the clouds.

Sandy 6 reported seeing Sandy 5 working below the ddouds. Sometime
between 1100 and 1130 Sandy 5 made his last radio contact with the rest of
the SAR forces. Because he had been having some fifficulty receiming and
transmitting becanse of his low altitude and possibly his equipment, the
rest.of the SAR forces were not concerned by the lack of communication until
10-15 mimites after Sandy 5 was last heard. Repeated attempts to raise
Sandy 5 on all SAR frequencies were unauccessfuﬁ Sandy 6 said that the last
time he saw Sany 5 was at grid 900 750 or about the 067/74 mi £¥&9 CHS9,

At 1215 the weather in the area began to deteriorate and the SAR forces
were given an RTB. Gunfighter f£light which had just arrived on scene
conducted an electoonit search for Sandy 5 until 1230H. He also advised the
survivors from Hangar 1 that the SAR would be resumed later.

Note: I.:Ta.n%ar X Alpha, the front seater, correctly answered his personnel
authenticators. FHangar 1 Brave was not asked the questions.

John T. May, Capt, USAF
Rescue Crew Commander
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Mission Narrative 2- ' 18 Jamary 1968

During the morning of 18 Jan, constant weather recon was kept in the
Hangar 1 SAR scene, the 062/82 miles from channel 89. Until 1200, the scene
was overcast. At 1200, Vespa flight reported breaks in the overcast. Shortly
there after, Misty 21 reported that one survivor had hig in sight and he
recommended that the SAR forces be launched. o

The SAR forces were launched at 1250. Jolly Green 09 and 37, and Sandy
54,6,7 and 8 departed channel 89. They arrived at the border at 1330. Sandy
5A and 6 continued into the SAR area. Sandy 5A and Misty 21 spotted the chutes
of both survivors and had communications with both of them. The survivors
correctly authenicated their personal authenicators. All SAR forces were cleared
across the border.

At approximately 1400, Sandy 5A began to receive ground fire from a 37mm
position on a hill., Before the SAR force moved into the area of the survivors,
Sandy 5A directed strikes against the gun position. He used Gunfighter 12,3,
and 4: Schlitz: and Maverick flights. Misty 21 also made strafing passes.

At 1445 the SAR forces moved in. Hangar 1 Alphs was picked up by Jolly
Green 09 at 1510 at WE9783. Attempts to contact Bravo to have him release smoke
were unsuccessful. Sandy 5A reported that a communication from Hangar Bravee
was received in which Bravo stated that unfriendlies were within 20 meters of
his pogition and that he was destro his radio. Because of the ground fire
in the area(Sandy 6 was hit at 1505) the SAR forces pulled out. Misty 21
continued efforrs to contact Bravo with negative results.

John T. Mxy, Capt, USAF
Rescue Crew Commander

RCC May

P Purvis
N Hannan
RO Roloff
FE Hogan
FE  Nowland
Im Scanlon
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For date 680122

' 37 ARRS was 2 US Air Force unit

>rimary service involved, US Air Force

Queng Nam Provinee, I Corps, South Vietnam
_ocaticz, Da Nang AATEPBL) b7 )
| Description: Monday 22.2568-2 >ilets Seved in Daring Rescues Over N. Viet SAIGCN (UPL) - For
Wz, Cherles £, Lewss, of Dennison, Texas and lst Lt cack L. Kelly, 27, of Pawnee, Ckia., it was a
shert wait after being downed over North Vietnam before being rescued. But for Cant, Scott B,
Stevin, 29, of Milwaukee, Wis., it was a long wait. The three were aboard twe 74 Phantom jets

- downed by unknown causes over the Southern Panhzndle of North Vietnam earlier this week. "1

| didn’t think they’d make it to us in time,"” said Lewis. "There was heavy overcast when we went
down and it was getting late. We had to wait just 2 little more than an hour before they found us.”
Tne helicopter rescue of Lewis was swift and without complications. But his fellow pilot was
hanging (n a free, uradie to ree himseif of the parachute harness. Sgt. ste~ 8, Hardirg, 21, of
“oxbore, Mass., was lowered from the hovering chopper, 45 miles west northwest of Deng Hoi to cut
Kelly loose. The piiot of the Jolly Green Giant helicopter, Capt. Robert S. Greer, 35, Enid, Okla.,
saig, "coth of tne pilets were downed in dense jungle. We were lucky there were both on a ridge-like
section of & hiil.” Tke other pilot wasn't found so guickly. The following day the helicopters, and the
planes that fly cover for them, "Sandys,” were back scouting the panhandie for him and his copilot.
The copilot still is missing but probably dead or captured. It wasn’t until the third day they feund the

| saird man, in hazardous terrain, 60 miles northwest of Dong Hoi. The lead Sandy pilot, Col. Relph S.
-loggart, 43, Mount Pleasant, Penn., made 2 pass over Stovin. Automatic weapons fire opened up on
his propeller driven ship. "The gun emplacement fired a little early and gave awey its position before
it could cause the mission real trouble,” said Capt. Donald Miles, 28, Cleburne, Tex., & second Sandy
pilot. When the guns were sileniced, the Jolly Green Giants moved in. The jungle penetrator was
lowered by S. $gt. Dcr E. Cole, 29, Union City, Tenn., as Capt. Heary C. Conant, 27, Luckey, Okia.
held the chopper over Stovin’s position. "The undergrowth was heavy and there was elephant grass
all around,” said 8gt. Patrick F. Allaire, 21, Mason, Mich. When Stovin was hoisted up, the North
Vietnamese opened up on the chopper. "I was looking out the door when I saw a tracer passing right
over us,” the pararescue man said, "I also saw 2 couple of puffs of smoke coming from what I *cok to
be 2 gunrer’s position and | opened up on it. I don’t know if I hit him or just scared him, but we
didn’: get any more fire from that direction.”
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The source for this information was 6801PSS.MGL from paper source documents supplied by Les
Hines

Z.ease send adcitions or corrections to:

atp://www.vhpa.org/info/panel/battle/68012202 HTM L0/5/59
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SUMMARY TABLE OF RESCUES

JOLLY GREEN UNDER

DATE RESCUE NUMBER SURVIVOR TYPE AIRCRAFT SERVICE  LOCATION CREW ENEMY FIRE
3 Jan 218 Maj Pattee T8 USAF Laos Maj Ferrell
Lt Sichte
Sgt Grau No
r—_ AlC Taylor
6 Jan 219 Capt Brownlee F-105 USAF Thailand| Capt Walker
Capt Canfield
Sgt Otero No
Sgt Boles
6 Jan 220 Maj Qustafson F-105 USAF Thailand| Lt Platt
76th Mission Capt Oreer No
2nd pickup Sgt Keyes
| sgt Lombard
16 Jan 221 Maj Lewis FL USAF NVN Capt Greer
222 Lt Kelly Capt Canfield
Sgt Warmack No
Sgt Hardi
18 Jan 223 ~Capt Stovin FL, USAF NN _E‘u;t. Cronag%__
Capt Greer Yes
Sgt Cole
HAvete o Sgt_Allaire
28 Jan 22 Capt Brown T28 USAF Laos Capt Otsini
Capt Greer
Sgt Warmack No
Sgt Hard
| 2 Feb 2285 Lt JG Jacobs P2V USN Laos I.%‘ﬁatt.inﬂ
226 AP2 Forbski Maj Williams No
227 ATl Arntzen Sgt Keyes
= Sgt Boles
27 Feb 228 APl Qonzales P2V ~ USN Laos Capt Walker
Maj thhingtqd Nes
Sgt Parker
Sgt Harding
. -
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History - Det 1, LOth ARRSq, Jan - Mar 68

CHRONOLOGY
1968
3 Jan - Rescue o.f Zorro 11 by Jolly Green 20(#218).
6 Jan - Rescue of Boawell 3 by Jolly Green 16 and 36(#219, #220).
10 Jan - Det 1 visited by Col Freshwater, Vice Commander, 3rd AERRGp.

12 Jan - Medical svacuation from L-85 by Jolly Green 17.

15 Jan - Jolly Green 20 crashed while on Prevue 1 mission in North Vietnam.
16 Jan - Rescue of Hangar 2 by Jolly Green 16(#221, #222).

17 Jan - Crew of Jolly Green 20 rescued by Jolly Green 71 of Det 2, 37 AHRRS.
18 Jan - Rescue of Hangar 1A by Jolly Green 09(#223).

23-24 Jan - Maj Orsini briefed the 553rd Reconnaissance Squadron at Korat
RTAFB on SAR mission.

25 Jan - Det 1 visited by Col Emil Beaudry, Vice Commander ARRS, Col
William Musick, Deputy Commander Material, ARRS, and Col Paul E.
Leske, Commander, 3rd ARRGp.

26 Jan - Col Beaundry presented Silver Stars to 1Lt Privette and Sgt McComb.

11, 12, 13 Feb - Maj Orsini briefed 388th Tactical Fighter Wing at Korat
RTAFB on SAR mission.

27 Feb -; Rescue of Sophomore 50 by Jolly Green 37 and 20. (#225-#228),
37 ARRS also took part and rescued three other crew members.

28 Feb - Rescue of Bear 1 by Jolly Green 36(#229). This was the 1000th
combat rescue made by 3rd ARRGp.

29 Feb - The crew of Jolly Green 36, Maj Oderman, Capt Greer, Sgt Berry,
and Sgt Duffy went to Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN, for interviews on the
1000th rescue. They were interviewed by the major television
networks, for a UPI newspaper story and USAF hometown news releases,
and appeared at the Saigon daily Armed Forces briefing for reporters.

2-3 Mar - Maj Orsini, Capt Walker, Capt Holt, Lt Platt, and SSgt Keyes
interviewed for a National Geographic Magazine article of rescue in
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ROBERT FREDERICK WILKE

ROBERT FREDERICK WILKE was born
on September 14, 1925 and joined the
Armed Forces while in MILWAUKEE,
WI.

He served as a 1115] in the Air force,
602 FS, and attained the rank of
COL/06. He began a tour of duty on
January 17, 1968.

ROBERT FREDERICK WILKE is listed as
Missing in Action.

You can find ROBERT FREDERICK
WILKE honored on the Vietham
Veterans Memorial on Panel 34E, Row
65.

Remembrances

The following remembrances have
been left at The Virtual Wall for
ROBERT FREDERICK WILKE:

Common Ground

Want to locate profiles «
others on The Wall who
share commonalities wi
IN REMEMBRANCE OF THIS HERO ROBERT FREDERICK

OF THE UNITED STATES AIR WILKE?
_ FORCE WHOSE NAME SHALL LIVE
L= FOREVER MORE Follow the links below:
Posted by CLAY MARSTON,
BIOGRAPHICAL RESEARCHER - Last Name: WILKE
AFC City: MILWAUKEE
If I should die...remembrances for  State: WI
_ COL. Robert F. Wilke, USAF...a Tour Start: 1/17/68
L= fine Air Force pilot who won the Occupation Code: 1115
DFC. Branch of Service: AIR

Posted by , FORCE
e T ; Unit: 602 FS

Rank / Pay Grade: COL

n 7/ h/ h t ? 1lid 56026 3/29/01
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IN REMEMBRANCE OF THIS HERO OF THE UNITED STATES AI
FORCE WHOSE NAME SHALL LIVE FOREVER MORE

Posted for: ROBERT FREDERICK WILKE:
COLONEL

ROBERT FREDERICK WILKE

was a posthumous recipient of the

AIR FORCE CROSS

I111117--MIA--\\\\\\\

YOU ARE NOT FORGOTTEN
NOR SHALL YOU EVER BE

Posted By:

CLAY MARSTON

Tuesday, August 03, 1999

Relationship: BIOGRAPHICAL RESEARCHER - AFC

oy wall . edit this remembrance } tériﬁirifiiii?uuauhr:éu.}
Add this I posted this Remembrance and I'd I posted this
Remembrance like to edit it Remembrance and I'd
to My Virtual wall like to remove it

}?ttp:ffuploads.thevirtualwall.org/remembrancesz’rcmembrance.asp?anClip=l 1258 3/29/01



799 J[7Jan1968 RF-4C__ JSVN JSmith i W. |[Capt JKIA [Bifolchi C. L. it MiA

800 [|9Jan1968 |F-4D  JLAOS |Green N. M. iLtCol MIA [lrsch W. C. 1Lt KIA

801 [ 10Jan 1968 |F-4D |NVN Hall K. N. !Capt |Eg$ne 0 Hopper E.P.Jr iLe M1

802 |[[14Jan 1968 |[F-105D  [NVN |Horne S. H. Maj [MIA

803 14 Jan 1968 }{|O-1G SVN  |[Trisko W. H. 1Lt Rescued [J[USAF Helo

804 |f 14 Jan 1968 |EB-66C NVN ercer P. H. Maj Terrell 1. D. Maj POW (retur

805 || 16Jan 1968 |F-4C INVN [[Lewis C. E. Maj |[Rescued |[USAF Helo Kelley J. L. 1Lt Rescued

806 || 16Jan 1968 |[F-4C INVN  fStovin S. B. |Capt  Rescued Moe T. N. 1Lt POW (retur

807 |17 Jan 1968 |JO-2 SVN [Beach S.F.Jr [Capt  [KIA u fu KIA

808 |[17Jan 1968 ||A-1H NVN ||[Wilke R. F. LtCol |MIA

809 ||18Jan 1968 [F-4D NVN  [Simonet K. A. Maj gg{ﬁ‘;ﬂe " Simith W. G. ILt  [POW (retur

810 | 18Jan 1968 [F-4D NVN [Hinckley R. B. (Capt kAl TonesR. C. ILt  [POW (retur
! W (returned) ||

811 |[20Jan 1968 |[F-4C _ |NVN |Holley T.S. [Capt MIA [ ~ |Keterer LA, JiLt _|MIA

812 ]|27Jan 1968 |IF-4C  |Sea  |[PhillipsR. W. Maj [Rescued |[USAF Helo  [[Core B. R. 1Lt [Rescued

813 |3 Feb 1968 [F-102A  |u Wiggins W. L. ILt  |MIA

814 |[4Fcb1968 |RF-4C__ |LAOS |[Potter W.T. e K& | [Edgar R.J. [Tt KIA

815 || 4 Feb 1968 ‘iF-lOSD NN Lasiter C. W, ilCapt i

_ [(returned)

816 ||8Feb 1968 |F-4D LAOS |Dorsett T.K.Jr  |[Capt |Rescued |USAF Helo  |CorderJ. A.  |Capt _ |Rescued

817 |8 Feb 1968  |A-1H [CAOS |LaphamR.G.  |Maj |KIA

818 ||12Feb 1968 |A-1H  |LAOS |KimminauP.F.  |[Capt |Rescued JAA Helo

819 |14 Feb 1968 [F-105D  [NVN [Elliot R. M. [Capt  [MIA

820 ||14 Feb 1968 [[F-100D  [SVN |lLewisJ. K. [Capt |[Rescued [USAF Helo __

821 |14 Feb1968 |AC-47  |SVN [WaldronK.M. Jr  |LtCol KIA | [QuillE.B.Jr _ |Capt |KIA

822 |15Feb1968 JF-4D  |NVN jCarpenterJ. V. Capt_[POW | [Writer L. D. [Capt __ [POW (retur

35
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17 January 1968

On an RTB Crown one assumed station for Crown five due to engine failure.
At 0740Z Cricked Control advised that the weather in the area of downed crew
of Hangar 1 was clearing and it was clear enough to attemp a rescue.

At 0755Z Jolly Green 03 and 27, Sandys 5A,6,%,8 were scrambled. Sandys 54
and 6 were given border clearence while Sandg 7,8, Jolly reens 03,37 were held
at the border, awaiting the recammedmtion of andy 5A to proceed to the scene,

Sandy 5A recanmended we have some high preformance aircraft for flik
surpression. Gunfighter flight was scrambled along with Locust and Hudson flights
were vectored to the area. OSandy 5A advised that the immediate area of Hangar 1 mx
was still overcast with no means of getting beneath the overcscst. Hangar 1
Bravo was contacted and he said he was surrounded b enemy and it was overcast
in his position., Sandy 5A recommended we RTB our fogpces until the weather =it
cleared. They were RTB at 0905Z. While in thearea andy Ba and 6 conducted
an electronic search in the area for Pandy 5 with negative results.

g
2 77 Jortcc
ick, John"W. Maj, USAF
Rescue Crew Commander

Mission Narrative 2-3-08

Boode, raymond T. Lt Col
Zertuche, Leopoldo 1/Lt
Hoffman, James L, SSgt
Coughlin, Donald W. TSgt
Suiter, Harold S. TSgt
Powers, William H. TSgt

RKAASES
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17 Jamuary 1968

Mission Narrative 2=3=08

On 17 Jan, Crown 4 resumed the SAR effort for Hangar 1, anm aircraft downm
on the previous day with two POB. The location of the SAR was approximately
068/81 fram channel 89. .

Because the weather in the area was overcast, the SAR did not begin until
1000H. At this time, Misty 11 was over the scene and established voice communi-
cation with both survivors, When Misty 11 arrived on scene, he reported the
weather overcast with one large break in the clouds, One surviver estimated
the ceiling in his area at 2-4 thousand feet. :

Sandy 5 and 6 arrived on scene at 10/5H. After mmerous commmnications
with the survivors which were relayed by Misty 11 becamse the Sandys were not
receiving, Sandy 5 said that the area was workable. Jolly Green 09 and 37
were then clesared across the border with Sandy 7 and 8 as escort.

At 1115H Torﬁdo 3 flight arrived on scene and provided communications
inpla.ceoflﬁaty o During this time, Sandy 5 and 6 were working to pin-
point the survivors and to get below the clouds. .-

Sandy 6 re seeing Sandy 5 the ddouds. Sometime
between 1100 1130 Sandy 5 made his last radio contact with the rest of
the SAR forces. Because he had been having some fifficulty receiwing and
transmitting becanse of his low altitnde and possibly his equipment, the
regt_of the SAR forces were not concer by the lack of communication until
10-15 mimites after Sandy 5 was last heard.” Repeated attempts to raise
Sandy 5 on all SAR frequencies were unsuccessful. Sandy 6 said that the last
time he saw Sany 5 was at grid 900 750 or about the 067/7, mi £i#@ CHE9.

At 1215 the weather in the area began to deteriorate and the SAR forces
were given an RTB. Gunfighter flight which had just arrived on scene
conducted an electoonpié search for Sandy 5 until 1230H. He also advised the
survivors from Hangar 1 that the SAR would be resumed later.

Note: ar 1 ha, the front seater, correctly answered his personnel
authenticators., FKanger 1 Brave was not asked the questions.

(]

:

John T. May, Capt, USAF
Rescue Crew Commander
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Mission Narrative 2-3- 18 Jamary 1968

During the morning of 18 Jan, constant weather recon was kept in the
Bangar 1 AR scene, the 062/82 miles from channel 89. Until 1200, the scene
was overcast. At 1200, Vespa flight reported breasks in the overcast. Shortly
there after, Misty 21 reported that one survivor had hig in sight and he
recommended that the SAR forces be launched. %

The SAR forces were launched at 1250. Jolly Green 09 and 37, and Sandy
5A,6,7 and 8 departed channel 89. They arrived at the border at 1330. Sandy
5A and 6 contimued into the SAR area. Sandy 5A and Misty 21 spotted the chutes
of both survivors and had cammnications with both of them. The survivors
correctly authenicated their personal anthenicators. All SAR forces were cleared
across the border.

At approximately 1400, Sandy 5A began to receive ground fire from a 37mm ;
position on a hill. Before the SAR force moved into the area of the survivors,
Sandy 5A directed strikes against the gun position. He used Gunfighter 1,2,3,
and 4: Schlitz: and Maverick flights. Misty 21 also made strafing passes.

At 1445 the SAR forces moved in. Hangar 1 Alphs was picked up by Jolly
Green 09 at 1510 at WE9783. Attempts to contact Bravo to have him release smoke
were unsuccessful. Sandy 5A reported that a commnication from Hangar Bravec
was received in which Bravo stated that unfriendlies were within 20 meters of
his position and that he was destroying his radio. Because of the ground fire
in the area(Sandy 6 was hit at 1505) the SAR forces pulled out. Misty 21
continued efforrs to contact Bravo with negative results.

John T. May, Capt, USAF
Rescue Crew Commander

RCC May

P Purvis
N Hannan
20 Roloff
FE  Hogan
FE  Nowland
Im Scanlon
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