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MISSIO:·l NARRATIVE - Scotch 2 

I- SECRET 

J Oct 67 

Crown 5 is proceeding to central orbit at OSJ4Z tc relieve Crow 4 whe:- advised 

that Scotch 2 is on fire at 343/102 or Ch- 94. Scotch lead and Bro\ll'l ..incr. r 51 

report they have the distressed aircraft in sight. 

Scotch 2 is f'orced to eject a.rxl lands at .336/96 of Ch 94. Brow 51 st:: .es he is ~ 

circling the scene vi.th the pilot, chute and dingh1 in sight but the chu~ appears 

to be dragging the pilot. Crow 5 .immediately' descends to the position c- · Brown 

51; hovever, Brow 51 has lost both the oil slick a.rd pilot's position by our a.rrha: 

Crown 5 is too low to pick up Ch 94 so we replot the position as OJl/46 c. · Ch 109. 

On proceeding out the 0.31° radial at 42NM Crown 5 relocTJ.tes the oil slick and 

begins. an expa.Ming square search for the dmm.ed pil)t. Jolly Green Oli. e. rives 

on the scene and begins to search at 0910Z. At 0912Z JG 04 spots the lif -. raft 

but sees no pilot or chute. With 20ft seas and freq ient white caps JG 01, lo\ol'ers 

a pararescueman at 0945Z. This position is now U'lMl F.65.37. At 1015Z the J reports 

the pilot and chute are attached to the underside of the raft. The pilo• is drowed 

with shroud lines tangled a.rou."ld his neck. JG· 04 is unable to affect a :- covcry 

bec:i.use the PJ cannot untangle the body frcm the parichute 1n rough seas.. 'lbe 

total weight {a.pprox.1ma.tely 600 lb) is more tha...11 the chopper can lif't, h~ feels. 

JG is nL'1l'lin8 short of fuel so Crow 5 refuels him a.t 1021Z. As L"lsurr ce tha.t 

Crown and Jolly can relocate the target after refueli ng, Crow 5 marks t i. target , 

vi.th a Mark 6, Mod J smoke prior to departing the .11rJa. 

Crow 5 requests the a.id of an1 naval ship in the irea through Dodge Fr ls. 

The ships Neckwea.r, Bold & Rifleman are reportedly il the area. but are ne · sr able 

to be located. At l054Z Crow 5 picks up a ship 15 . ~ilea away on it's re ·11r. We 

proceed to the ship, n1 over, and attempt to make c•mtact on all lmow f : equEmcies 

given us by Dodge Falls. · After all attempts fail my radio operator uses >he Al-iis 
, 

lamp {aircraft high intensity light) to send him a m1lssage by code. The ~hi? is 

told to come up frequency '2'17.8 on UHF and he aclcnow.ledges. He doesn 1 t c .. :ne up. 
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After many attempts Crown 5 givea up and remrns to t1e crash site. At r OZ 

Crow 5 establishes contact vith Rapid City on freq J35.0; the same ship · have 

been previously orbiting. Rapid City agrees to help. Crown 5 gives him t. vector 

to the site and completely briefs him on the situatio~ . 

JG 04 must RTB soon. Crown 5 requests him to send nis PJ down and .tie c strobe 

lleht on the dinghy before departing, since darkness is approaching. JG C· . eta tea 

the seas are too rough for this. Therefore, Crow 5 instructs JG. 04 to dr p a 

marker by the dinghy. We advise them the marker should include the strobE light, 

a flotation device (a life preserver), and a drag obj3ct to give it the s~. e drift 

rate as the body, chute & dinghy. The marker kit is comprised a.I¥i dropped : it 

works nearly perfect. JG 04 is RTBtd at 1149Z. 

The strobe light does not show up during fading lignt so Crown 5 is fore• d to 

continually mark the target vi th 40 min smokes. By Ripid City's arrival a !. 1250Z~ 

Crown 5 has expended all 1 t' s 40 min and 10 min marke :-s. A.t this time Crc· n 5 

begins dropping SA-8 flares to illuminate the area. U'ter exhausting it' ~ own 

supply, Crown 5 requests another fl.a.re ship £ran Quee ~. 

Rapid City states at 1305Z that he has picked up th! "Di nghy"' but no boc · or chute 

is attached to it. When asked by Crow 5 where he ha> picked up the '!D~t; 'f" in 

relation to the strobe light he says this "dinghy" haJ a light on it. No,.; it is 

clear that he has recovered the "life preserver and s :.robe light" used to - 9..rk the 

target. After realizing his mistake, Rapid Cit1 drop1 the marker kit over :>ard. 

However, b1 now it is uncertain how close it is to ttn target, since he ha been movil 

Rapid City sets up a search pattern at 1.318Z. Joll,r Green 28 arrives or: scene at 

l428Z and begins search along . ldth Crown 5. Basketba.U 808 (a C-47 flare ~ hip) 

arrives at 1450Z to drop flares to illuminated the ar11a.. He drops a total of .§1 

flares \Ii th only t.1, successfully igniting. 

JG 28 is bingo at 1600 so he is RTB'd. Crow 5 reqt tests am receives JG 26 to 

assist in the search. He arrives at 1615Z • 

.lt l645Z, after searching 1"'""4>ir dt:b '"' st;ttthtg ot the 
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hours, Rap 1 recomnends t.he search be terminatec.-ror the night. Thi :: reconmend1.l 

tion is passed by- Crown S to Q.ieen vho approves. Crcrwn S and JG 26 a.re r~ leased £r01IJ 

t he search area to their normal orbit at 1647A. 

No migcap or resca.p is requested during the entire1,y of this SAR effort lue to 

Crow 5's conviction that this area is relatively saf e. 

'nle weather during this search is 1600 feet overcaf t vi th good viaibili : r during 

da1light, vi.th multiple layers above. The night is c.erinitely one of the .larkest 

on record. Itta a atraDge sensation to have the woJ e area lit one sec om~ by flares . 

and tota.l.i.darkness preva.il the next second as the n i res burn out. 

Y"'~ ,<>.;T~ tJ . 
.1AMES R. FOOG, 'Jr/ Capt, USAF 
RC C ,. Cro\111 5 



JoECLASSIFIE~ ---------
Sl!:Ckf'f • 

FRCM: RCC William C. Smith, Capt, USAF 

SUBJiCT: Mission NarratiTe 2-'J-77 

TO: Commander 
39 AR.HS 

(i' 
-~ll.. 11~01.>-

l+ October 967 

At 0626Z, 9etilicn 392 reported that a T-28 ~as down at Lima site 
236. He said he believed it was part of Yellow flight. Crcwn H2 att -nptiea 
and got contact with Raven 40 who was racing a s trike north or Lima s i te 
236 with a flight or T-28' s. He reported that tw:> T-28' s were down in the 
immediate vicinity:. The downed aircraft call sig1•s were Ea~le Peak L. :id 
and one of his ~en(no call sign). The wingman went in with his air- raft 
and negative SAR effort \oias adivieed. Eagle Peak Lead has a eood chut 

and was located by his parachute but no vi>ic e con t.1ct. Position of dzy,,-~ 
aircraft wns 089/47/ Ch 79. Crown /12 requested t:1at JG 09 and 56 at L.~ na 
site be launched into the area. Crown also conta :ted Firefly 15 and 1: 
who proceeded to crash site and arrived at 06342. JG 09/56 were launc · ~d 
out of L-36 at 06J9'l. Fire fly 16 proceeded to in ;ercept JG 09/56 and ;cort 
them around hot areas and to crash site. Sandy 5 & 6 were launched of 

Channel 86 at 0703Z. JG 15 and 53 were scrambled lut of Ch 89 by (; omp~· ~ss 
and reported an ~TA to the site or 0750Z. 

An Air America helicoptor arrioad on ·" eene . ~t 0711Z and reported 
para.chute had been pulled down and they were unca._be to locate survi vc . . 
Then it was reported by Raven aircraft that & man thought to be the pL. >t 
was seen w&lld.ng into woods with several ground forces. At 0728Z Ra.v · \ 41 
reported that small arms fire had increased and a: .so a confirmed 37rrm ~ · .te 
existed on top or a ridge due north ot L-236 and i.he era.sh site. 

At 073JZ Raven 41 reported that the pilot had been picked up by n·-.endly 
ground forces and returned to the STOL site. All SAR forces were RTB l:, 

Compress at 0'745Z . 

:·iilllam c. Smith, Capt, USAF 
iescue Crew Commander 

Plt James R. H&l.loran, Major, USAF 
Nav Thanas J. Oliver, Capt, USAF 
RO Charles C. Sharlarj, Tsgt, USAF 
FE Clit"tis w. Long, Tsgt, USAF 

FE William E. Aldridge, Tsgt, USAF 
IM Robert E. Baldwin, UC, USAF 

JY) tJ - 7 

OECLASS\F\ED f · :!S@lU!'f 



DECLASSIFIED • 
FltOM: Ma.jar Gerald R. Morrissey 

SUBJ~T: Y.i9Sion NarratiYe /12-3-78 

TO: 39 A.RRS 
Comna.nder 

SfCPICiT -

ORA::" I ~oa-· 6 7 

l. Crown I airborned 2145Z reported on statior at 23J5Z. At 2J53Z ~ · 

MAY-DAY call was received from Bear III (F-105). Bear III reported th·l ~ 

Bear II had flamed out, and Bear II 1 s appro::d.nv.ltt postion w~s 240/48 

from channel 97. 

2. At 2356Z, Bear II bailed out at position 210/40 !ran channel 97 

Bear I'llreported good chute and requested SAR immPdiately. Crown I 

requested Bear IlI to change frequency from ~ard to 282. 8 for further 

mission pro~ess. 

3. Crown I imnediately contacted Brigham (OCI oite ) for any avialat le 

air-to-air equipped fighter" tar 1'.ig cap. Crown :_ wae advised that Jer3ey­

!l1ght (F-102) was in the iJl'lnediate area and that their assitance was 

granted. 

4. Bear III advised Crown I that Bear I & III 1 rould ca'!) provided th···1 

could be refueled. Brigham advised Crown I that 1ireen anchor JO was a ,. 

Crown I's disposal far cycling of the fighters. 

5. At 2358Z, Crown I received a strong beeper on the Cook tracker And 

,Bear flight also reported a beeper. Bear flight l.mmediately be~ ort: ting 

the downed pilot's position. 

6. The Sandye (AlE' s) were on their normal or Ji t and close to the riown 

pilot's position. Sandye reported ever the area · ~thin two minutes. 

7. JollyGreen•s 15· & ZT (HH-JE) were launche i fran L-36. (Ll.ma Site, 

Laos) the Jolly Green's reported that it would ta{e them five minutes t o 

get to the area. 

8. The Sandy' e notified Crown I that no grounc fire was observed an i 

m1->-<? 
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that the area was quite safe. Therefore, the Sandr ' s requested that tt 

Jolly Green be committed tort he pick-up. 

9. Sandys reported that two Air America hellic Jpters, Hotel 53 & He ' el 

39 Foxtrot, were in the area and that they had voi·!e contact with the 51 rvivor. 

10. Bear III reported he had visual contact wi ~h the eurvivd>r, and reported 

that he was going to direct the Sandys to the surv:.vor. 

11. The Sandye established Tisual contact and directed Hotel 39 For rot 

to pick up the survivor. 

12. At 0017Z, the survivor was picked up and Hotel 39 Foxtrot was directed 

to take the survivor to Lima.-36. Hot.el 39 Foxtrot reported that the su :-vivor 

was in very good condition. 

13. Compress advised Jolly Green 15 & 27 to return to L-36 and Car ,T.)lly 

Green 15 to pick-up the survivor. At 1-36, Jolly Creen 15 reported tha·. 

he had no APU; and no AC power 1!' the engines were shut down. Due to t;1 ise 

ma.l!'unctione, Jolly Green ad.vised he could not. grO\lnd refuel. 

14. Compass directed Jolly Green 15 to ]:l"OCeec.! to Lima -98 and for 

Jolly Green Zl to ground refuel and to remain on ccckpit alert at L-J6. 

15. Due to the fact that the pilots of Jolly Green 15 were not air­

to-air refueling qualified, Compress launched Jolly Green 09 & 53 from 

Clt- 89 to L-98. Compress directed the crew <:£ Jolly Green 09 to exchange 

aircraft with Jolly Green 15, since the or 09 were dr-to-air reueling 

qualified; and for Jolly Green 53 to pick-up the su-vivor and to proceed to 

CH-86. Compress further directed for Crom I to re:'ue.l Jolly Green 15, : nd 

there after for 15 to RTB at CH-89. 
. 

16. Moments after the SAR mission on Bear Il, ·~he front gear door 
, 

was observed partially opened through the dri!tmetel' by the nBvigator. 

17. IXiring the refueling rendezous, Crown I requested Joll:r Green 
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Jolly Green reported on 

observed. As Crown I took the lead, Jolly ~reen l ·> advieed Crown I's (i C-lJO) 

nose i;ear was dawn. Crown I observed that the lanc1ing gear indicators · nd 

llghte in the cockpit reflected all portions of lar .ding p;ear up and loc :·· ed. 

Due to the latt altitude plus the lost of HF, Crown I could not immediat ; ly 

relay to Compress the situation. The RCC ot Crown I elected to refuel 

Jolly (lree:n 15 as planned; retuellng was accompllet ed with no incident. 

16. Crown I gained sufficient altitude and Con.press wae cont acted i: 1 

VHF .and notified o! the gear situation plus the lo~ s of one UHF and bct l~ 

17. Compress notified Crown I ' s unit of the s ituation. CrCMn I 

advised Compress that in case of another mission, Cra~ I would be 

airspeed llm1ted due to the gear malfunction and also that due to the J.a.;k 

of one UHF and HF radio, mission efficiency would be reduced. 

18. Due to the conditions above, Crawn I sug~ested to Canprese that 

Crown III be alerted for possible launch. 

19. i·'eather conditions at home station were untavorable; howe:ver, 

excellent at channel 86. On this baeis, the pilot jecided to check the 

entire landing gear systan. The ma.in gear was lowa;-ed and all indicatic:- s 

checked down and locked. The gear was left down fo ~ the remainder of 

Cro;.m I 1 s mission. 

20. At. OJ40'l, Crown III was launched and Crown I was RTB to Channel 33. 

21 Crown I landed at 06lO'l with no turther 1n1!ident. Mission 

Accomplished. 

CR.:::l NO. U. 

RCC G.t!RALD R. MORRISSt.Y MAJCR 
PLT STRr..Tl'ON, LYNOON J . CAPT 
NAV Z.i.:.RTUCHE, LEOPOLOO JR. U.T 
RO Bi:ST, ·.vALT m p. SSGT 
FE BONNF.R, HARLAND TSGT 

Fl COONS, U.ON JR. TSGT ---------
IM COSKIE, ANTHONY J. JR. ssar I· ii@ r .. I ·' o~--nc m ,.,- o --

---------------------
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At approximately 0915Z, Crown 5 heard Pistol night aalling on guard +,;iat 

Pistol Lead was bailing out. Pistol 2 gave the position of ejection as 2E iN 

1065.JE. He reported a chute beeper but no voice contact. Pistol 2 further 

stated t~t ·Lead had ejected at over 500 knots and WE probably unconsciou:;. 

Pistol iw•·s call. was also heard by Steel l Hower (SJR :Destroyer) \.Ibo beg•-} 

setting ~ Navy SAR forces. He had Jolly Green :z:J a.nC Big Mother 70 join •; 1 

his 050/10 channel 20. He sent Electron 1 and 3 toward the position of the 

downed pilot and sent Electron 2 to join up lrlth Joll~ Green ')!} and Big Mo -:.1er 

70. 

!Alring the initial phase of the SAR, Crow 5 and Red Crow began recyc Ling 

strike aircraft caning off t&nlcers to join in the SAR effort as RrnCAP. T.:} 

'first fiight off tanker and on scene was. Vampire (F-4C"s), later joined by 

Olds (F-4C 1 s) and Hatchet (F-105 11). Upon arrival, Vt.mpire Flight rel1eve0 

Pistol 2 and 3 after sighting the chute of the downed pilot. After being :. l­

lieved, Pistol Flight headed for a tanker and was latnr RTB'd. Vampire Fl ~ht 

directed Electron l and .J to the scene,.- Short.ly af't1:r arriving on scene, 

Electron l determined tb.e area was saf'e for a SAR ef':f c>rt and called for th.:. 

helicopters to be sent into the area. A.t this title J >111 Green 29 and El.e :· tron 

2 "Went 'feet dr;r' heading £or the scene. Electron l _•eported he was getti .. ~ a 
, 

continous beeper, had the chute in sight, but still n•> voice contact. At :.)OSZ 

Electron l reported the beeper had stopped and that t le chute had disa.ppet; .. 3d. 

He again called on guard but without response. At th i s t.bne Electron 1 r e: :muaended 

all SAR !orces be R'm 1d because it was apparent Pisto l Lead had been captu: ed. 

Harbor Master (Navy SAR Commander) concurred lrlth Ele~tron land had all f : rces 

RTB. As' the forces withdrew, Vampire Flight reported hearing on guard, "l 1 :n 
' 

alive", "I'm alive", but that it sounded like a recoriing. After repeated 

attanpts no i'Urtber boice or beeper contact could be nade with Piitol Lead. All 

SAR forces proceeded to •feet weJ•· '(1.thJt~lf~'i'inc1d8(1t• 
m N - <J I. DECLASSIFIED 



CROWN 2 
Mission Narrative 
Mission Number 1-3-162 
8 Ootober 67 
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CROWN 2 was enroute to orbit, estimating on orbit at 0405z. Whil , 
enroute the beginnings of a SAR effort waa heard on 364.2. CROWN 2 
stated to CROWN 7 that they vere in the area of the search and war 
asked to assume Mission Command. 

The downed aircraft vas BOXER 12, reported dovn on 8 October 67. ' 'he 
SAR effort described took place on 10 Ootober 67. 

At 0303Z a beeper was heard and reported by Ba3ketball 246 (C-130) 
who had pin-pointed the area as 036/52 :from Ch.llUlel 107. Soon af1 ·r 
arriving in the area Basketball 246 sighted rei smoke and flasheaj rom 
a signal mirro•• CROWN 2 contacted BASKETBALL 246 and vae briefec. on 
the situation. PEDRO's 56and 74 were scramblei :from Channel 107 a· 
0315Z, and through PEACOCK tvo HOBO's (01and12) vere also scramc . ed. 
Because BASKETEALL 246 was low on fUel, WASP 9t (also a C-130) rep. aced 
him on station. CROWN 2 was overhead contro~1g the other airoraf- . 

The weather in the area was scattered olouds wlth bases about five 
thousand feet. Wind was calm. 

Cooperation and coordination was excellent. T'1ere was no delay ge ting 
support aircraft, or information. Adding to t~1e search, in additL· n 
to the aircraft mentioned, was ALLIGATOR 536, .tn H-lH vi th machine guns 
and enough fuel to stay in the area for l+ 30 m uiutes. 

Vdlckoe oontaot was established with the back sent man of the ai.rora:t , 
vbo directed PEDRO 56 to him for a piolcup. Af·:er he displayed a.no ~ aer 
red smoke flare, the pickup was made. PEDRO 5ti drew ground fi.Be c·: the 
way in for the piokup but the location could not be pinpointed and 
was not a factor in the actual rescu.e. No f'iro supression was use . 
in the ar~a because the :front seat man had not been located, althc·· Ib 
we knew he was in the same area. Pickup was a·. 0428Z. 

The survivor was in good condition, with only l . sore back. 

,Soon after the first piokup, PEDRO 74 spotted i he other man, hang~~ ~ in 
his chute. He lowered his PJ and found the max. KIA. The bod¥ was 
reoovered. Cause of death unknown. 

At 0445Z PEDRO 56 departed the area, leaving h:h PJ to help with th·• 
other man. He flew to Channel J07 where his Bl.rvivor was picked up by 
WASP 94, vho diverted, and flown to his aome s t ation ••• Channel 71. 

At 051oz PEDRO 7 4 recovered the bod¥ of the other man and departec~ the 
area for Channel lOT. 

All aircraft concerned did a fantastic job of eea.rohing the area ant 
working together. One PEDRO always had the HOIOS for proteotion ar, l the 
Other had ALLIGATOR 336. Thanks was extended to all orewmembers by 
CROWN 2 and the mission vae terminated at 05152. 

Glen Et Bemeoek 
Reeoue Crew Commander 
f)'l/l)-/0 
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FRCM: RCC CAPT G.R. Flygare DECLASSIFIED 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative l-Jll60,l-J-161,l-J-16;~ 

TO: Ccrnmander 
39 ARRS 

9 Oct 67 

~1ben Crown 5 took oft at 0945H, J SAR efforts were in progress. Tr· se 
efforts were still in progress when Crown 5 RTB' d at 2015H. IndividW! . 
efforts and progress are: 

l!."'tta 02, C-lJO departed Hue for Jl!.nang with 110 further contact. · loud 
bases remained at 20001 with rainshowers and turbu:.ence near mountains 
throughout the afternoon. Joll7 Green 04 and 07 d.:.d some searching bet· ·een 
Hue and 1:8nang but were too limited by weather tor any determined effor·;· .• 

Sea Bat 701, a E-1 aircraft was also lost in ·-.he same general aree. 
last position 295/lONM CH94, 'ieather in this area was atout the same , "'1th 
2000-25008 basis. Since Sea Bat 701 was !lying 4000 1 search in this ;: ::·ea 
was not too effective. Big 07, a 0-1 did search a·, 8383 , hill 868 but 
only below about 18001 • Lockets ~2 and 504, A-1 1 :J, conducted a route 
search on the CH94 340 radial, Sea Bat• s proposed ;•oute ot flight • 

The only results ot searches between CH 69 anti 94 wae the discover-· of 
old F-4 wr.eak at 100/16 CH 69. Boxer 12, a F-4 w.J.s searched for arour.:l a 
position 165/J9NM CH50. Occasion.al beepers were r ' ported in this geuer··J. 

area throughout the day, but other results were negative. Shark J and 1, 

UH-lC' e and Helix 25 searched area BS 60J0-6050-70J0-7050. At 1507H 
Ma.gicstone 416 was dam 5NM east or CH26. Big Mot~1er 68 picked up the 
pilot at 1515H. 

RCC Capt G.R. Flygare 
PLT Maj R.s. :vallace 
NAV Capt W.L. BurtCll 
FE SMegt D. ~enbrook 
FE Msgt w. Mar 
lM tia t,Jdl:ow+H+ J • Wadleigh 
RO Ssgt K. Marcotte 

m N-11 
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At 1625L we were climbing to FI.240 a~er retueling .Tolly Green 29 when w· heard 

Dream Hour 46, a FAC, talking to & Black Ace about a downed pilot. We overhe:. ·d on 

guard that the position was 350°/15NM Channel 109. Blacl: Ace 175-1 an F-4 wa!l down 

and the pilots' chutes landed in a "T" shaped gully that ran eaet-weet. At 16'16 

Dream Hour said one pilot wae captured by North Vietna111ene Army and. he thought the 

second pilot wae 200 met.ere on the north side of the gul: .y. We headed south ..,, 1en we 

first heard Dream Hour se.vching for the pilots. 

When we got close enough !or good UHF contact we requested all forces ca; i up 

364.2, SAR primary. By this time other aircraft were on the scene. They wer~ Gladiator 

l, 2, Huey gunships, Packard, 2F4' e, Oxford, 2F4' e, Buckt hot 2F4' s, Silver, JFJ.00 1 s, 

Hope Gate 1-0 a FAC and Covey 62 1. FAC. 

At 1650 Dream Hour 46 had to leave for fuel and would return. Hopegate 1--0 and 

Covey 26, two FAC•s, made numerous sweeps down the gully without sighting the : ecrond 

~urvivor. Jollr Greens 03 and 07, tram Cigar, had positj oned them.selves feet · .. ·et 

until either voice or Tisual contact with the second sunivor was made. Lock~~ s 502 

and 506, Al.H8s, were released for our control by Proud Fcx and were enroute. 

All jet fi~hters except Packard and Chain 02 and 19, A-48, were sent to 2f 2.8 

and held high to cycle of! tankers Tan Anchors 52 and 53. Packard and Chain w re held 

law' to act as reecap in case the survivor was located. 

Na~l 20 and 74 also joined the search. At lnl what was thought to be a .-irror 

flash proved to be a reflection !ran a piece ot metal on t he ground. At 1715 : ream 

Hour 46 returned and after numeroue passes saw no sigh ot the survivor. 

Boulder Blue and Holly Green 612, A-J tankers, were 1eaded south to be usd as 

tankers after Tan 52 and 53 were Bingo; also Tan 55 was 01 the way. At 1711 t >3 gun­

ships, Glalliator l, 2 RTB tor ruel. At 1726 Dftam Hour 4) thought he saw smolc but it 

proved not to be the survi var. There were numerous peopl J on the ground and t :i :i search 

~ircra!t were receiTing sm&ll. arms and some J7MK fire. 

At 1745 Dream Hour 46 thought tha! further efforts Wl>Uld h .esults. 

~, ~-I). I • Ii I i I" DE CLASS\ Fl ED . >J 
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Queen as ed us our opinion and we concurred wRh DrE:am Hour. All the f o? es were 

released to their Tactical Control agencies at 1745 local except the Jolly Gr .. :ne 07 

and 03 who continued to hold teet wet, and we held at 17< North. 

Up until 1700L cuts were being made on a beeper in the gully area but no · ·oice 

contact was ever ~stablished. The weather wae good and rroderate small arms ar ·I l!lome 

37MM was encountered. Once we assumed control or the miEsion and got everyone on UHF 

SAR primary and l!lecondary, the radio discipline was good ~ 

At '-1804 Queen RTB the Jolly Greens ~d we RTB at 183C. 

RCC*Eichorst 
PLT*Delon7 
NAV*Howard 
RO*Ward 
FE* Puryear 
FE*Ortiz 
LM*Jonee 

OOUGLAS W. EICHORST; Capt, USAF 
ace, Crown 5 
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FROM: 10 October 1%7 

SUBJl£T: Mission Narrative 

TO: Commander 
39 ARRS 

Cr°"n 7 took off from Tuy Hoa. at 2205Z 10 Oct 67 to control the fo~.: .awing 
missions: 1-J-153, 2 October 67(Spooky 12), l-J-16C, 8 Oct 67 ( Etta 02) , 1-3-161 
8 Oct 67 ( Seabat), and 1-3-162, 8 Oct 67 (Boxer 12}. 

The following aircraft participated in SAR a.ct iviti.es under Crown 11 s 
cont rol: Bi~ 07(0-1), Term 52 (C-130), Rae:e 01 and 02 (0-2B), Hobo 25(Al ; ! , 

Bookie 4J and 64(C123), Hades 72(Cl2.3), Hash 10(C4'i'), Basketball 246(a.n:: 6a7 
(ClJO), Misty 2l(Fl00), Wasp 94(Cl30)and Jolly Gre£n 26. In addition ·s ·:· •eral 
moti: unidentified Hobos and UH-1 gunships participated though they were 1ot 

under Crown ''s control. 

At Ol.39Z, Hash 10 reported wreckage at UTM c oc rdinatea ZD1444. Ra- ! 01 
was directed to the scene as soon as he l'Bd locatec the wr.z:ckage Hash F · was 
released to his own control . JOlly Green 26 was l a unched from CH94 at .. lprox. 
0250Z and he arrived on scene at OJlOZ. He identified the wreckage as ;tta 
02. As of Crown 7 1 s RTB, no survivors were found , Jolly- Green 26 r ec .. . ved 
Reseap from Misty 21 and UH-1 gunship( call sign unlnown). 

At Ol59ZBasicetball 2kb was directed to an area between the 035-045 ·adials 
and the 045NMand 05JNM 00 of CH107, because of a r eported beeper at th:..~ 
position. Boxer 12 was suspected of beini:t down at this position. Baskn :ball 
246 reported strong beeper and red smoke at 36/52ID of CH107. Subsequer. ~ly, 
he also reported minor flashes. Crown 7 reported t hat 246 contact Plei;: t 
Rescue far Pedro hellocopters. The Pedros were ai r borne 0350Z and shor. .y 
thereafter at 04JOZ, Crown 7 relinquished control c•f the mission to Crc·. 1 2. 

At OJ47Z, Big 03 reported the wreckage of a CL-7 at the UTM coordin ~es, 
ZC1J6958, which he spotted at 02JOZ. It was suspected that this wa s t h-­
wreckage or Spooky 12. At 04102, Term 52 was direc·ted to the area. He 
reported that the weather made visual sight~ of the wreckage impossit: i . 

At 0500Z he was directed to another search area. J t 0515Z, Big 07 was 
requested to proceed to the area of the wreckage. At approx 05JOZ, Bi .. 
Big 07 proceeded to the area.Kt At 0547Z Crown 7, RTB1 d turning control if 
the SAR forces over to Cr0>rn 5. 

Search areas a.re not included iK since all s~rch objectives were 
subsequently final. 

Rescue Crew Conmander 

m AJ-IJ 
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FR(}l: RCC Major John w. Mirick 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative 2-'J-79 

13 October · 967 

'ro: Commander 
39 ARRS 

While on nonn.al Crown 2 orbit 7 October 1967, Falcan Lead (F4C) c?: led 
"Mayday" at 0630Z. He was hit by a SAM and headin~ south. He e.1ected .· t 
approximiately 20-40N 105-lOE. Falcon 2 reported there were two persor: · on 
board, h~ever only one chute and intermittent beeper was observed. 

Falson 2 had 10 minutes of fuel but observed Falson Lead hit the 
ground in a. relatively desolate area, 080/82 from Channel 97. At 06402 
Sandy 7 & 8 were scrambled from CH 89 and Sandy l ~ 2 fran CH 86. Sane·· 
7 & 8 were proceeding direct to area with Sandy 1 & 2 rendezous with J l- ly 
Green 15 & 27 at point 100/50NM CH 97. 0652Z air to air Mig Cap was r i:" uested 
from Compress. We were informed at 0715Z that Falcon 2 & 3, Cobalt l & 2 
and Packard 1, 2, 3, 4 would be use as 1-<.ig Cap. Otter and Barracuda WOi', d be 
Iron Hand, and Vampire and Pistol would be Rescap·. The orbit time for andy 
l and 2 and Jolly Green 15,27 was. 0825Z. The timE the Rescap and ?'igcr · 1 were 
estimating the area. Fireny 15 & 16 orbiting lOC/50 CH 97 0805Z. 08<' .z 
Sandy 7 observed that overcast weather conditions with breaks in the m; rcasts 
Falcon reported weqther in area of Qowned pilot was broken and Falcon ] went 
down in a clear weather area. 

We were advised Magnum would relieve Cabot 1 on ECM and '.'/arkawk ar: r( 

lltku Otter would releive Seabird. At 0830Z the forces started in b:>ur.1 !. 
There was negative contact with Falcon on radio, ro voice or beeper. .!:. 0910z 
both ight and low aircraft conducted electronic starch. At 0920 Sandy .. 
advised they would search the area one r.iore time they would recOJl'Dllend :=< 'B 
SAR forces. 0932 Sandy 7 spotted a whie object and investiRatedto finci it 
was a white spot oo a hill. The weather started to deteriate. The f c--ces 
were advised to RTB at 0942 with no contact electronic or visual with ::-;1.lcon 1. 

The Jolly Greens would RTB Lima 36 for fuel tha.n to Lima 98 and :: -.ndy 
1,2,7,8 CH 86 • ..,Jolly Green estimated Lima 36at1040Z. Falcon es11Cnte·:: escorted 
~he Sandy and J~llY' Green fran area. Otter, Barracuda, Vampire, and:- .itol 
did not arrive to assist in this SAR mission. At 1023 Firefly 18 repo: .. -.ed 
Firefly 17 was hit, smoking but still airborne. ~ince Sandy 1 & 2 wer~ near 
they were diverted to the area. Falcon loi ter0d area 97 and then proc 1eded 
south over Firefiy 17 ,18 and Sandy 1 & 2. Comprese advised Pack Sane w :-11 

available for landing. Jolly Green 09,55 were scrambled fran 89 and s ... ; ldy 
5,6 from 86 to intercept Firefly 17. At 1047 Firefly 17 landed at Pac.: Sane 
with no further incident. Jolly Green 15 and 36 c eparted Lima J6 and : .. ,nded 
Lima 98 at ll.35. Sand1 1,2, 7 ,8 RTB CH86. Sandy ! ,6, Jolly Green 09, 5:;, 
RTB CH89. Crown 2 RTB at ll50Z to CH83. 

John W. Mirick, Majihr, USAF 
Rescue Crew Carmander DECLASSIFIED 
Maj Masters 
Capt Johnson 
AlC t?olof f 
Msgt Cooper 

Ta~ ogers / '" I Segt Hollmam m N - I, - -
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SECRET-~ 

FROM: RCC Capt Delany, otlly G. 16 Octob· · 1967 

SUBJ t!X::T: Mission Narrative 

TO: C aranan der 
J9 ARRS 

At ll35L on 15 October 1967, Crown 4 received a ''Mayday" call frn 
Stiletto Lead whcih was relayed by Misty 21. Stiihetto Lead was hit b~· AAA 
in R9-l and was dCMned at a position 330/J5NM fra:D Channel 109, 5~7 mi~ is 
off shore. ~.istY 2l was over the scene and reported t:wo good chutes. re 
continued to supply infonnation to Crown 4 througtout the mission. St letto 
2 was low orbitin'2: the two survivors and was not in contact with Crown .• 
Nail 74 and Covey 67 reported on scene and were used to recce for host: .e 
surface vessels between the surVivors and the beach. The Jolly Greens ··ere 

scrambled and estimated on scene at 12l5L. Proud Fox sent Canasta 402;' lJ6 
over to Crown 4 for Rescap and they arrived _on scene at approximately l.'.15L. 
Other Rescap used was Detain flight(2/P4) and Lariat night(2/F$). 

Misty 21 reached Bingo at approximately 11501 and had to cycle on ~CMn 
UP tanker. ~ While Misty 21 was on tanker Co.,ey 67 was assi~ed c:·. 
scene canmander. Covey 67 and Nail 74 had both survivors in sigjlt frc-: the 
ti.Jae of their arrival on scene mtil the pick-ups iferJ! made, Jolly Grf n 26 
made the first pick-up at 1215L, and reported his survivor appeared in ·ood 
shape but had a possible lee injury. Jolly Green )4 and his pick-up at 1Z26L 
and reported his survivor in fair eaidition with a possible back injury It 
was determined neither survivor required ilmlediate medical attentiai an··. both 

J oily Greens returned to Dlnang. 

Delony, Bill:y G. Ca.pt , USAF 
itescue Crew Commander 

~lt Eichorst, Dou~las w. Capt,USAF 
Nav Howard, Robert C. Capt, USAF 
RO Ward, nobert AlC 
FE Clardson, Charles w. 
F'E Ortiz, Ernest J. JR. 
J1.1 Creer, Eddie B. 

DECLASSIFf ED -
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FRCJ(s RCC CJ.PT NIQOEm l8 October l : )7 

SUBJECT: Mission Harrat1Te l-Jll71 

TO: Canmander 
39 ARRS 

l. This mission narrative is submitted IAW ARR!M 55-l JRD GP SUPP 53 ·22 

2. SAR mission on Goblin (RF 101). Crow l VE s on normal SAR orbi": 
wen a message was received tram Compress that Brnm Anchor bad receiv·: l 
a beeper for a short while on the 065/165/CH 51. Crow l began movi.ng ;a 
that area to perform an electronic search. While in route Compress cS.: .ed 
at 0405Z and stated that Goblin an RF-101 from Udcrn RTAB, was missing ind 
his .fuel exhustion time was about 0400Z. Crow 1 arrived 1n the area a ; 
approx 0410Z and started the se3rch. At approx 04 21.Z beeper contact w~ J 

me.de usicg UHF-DF equipment, the beeper was track to approx 320/25/CH 7 ?. 
At this time Crow 1 began asking questions or thE survivor by means o~: 
using short beeps or long beeps for yes and no reEpectively. By doing ;his 
it was determined that the survivor was Goblin and that he was not 1.nj \:. ·ed. 
At this Crown l made voice contact. Thia entire nission was greatly 
hampered by a FAC mission on guard ctwmel. The·(" sed call signs of Bon: 11' 
and Dead Lock. At this time all DF equipment on Crow 1 was unreliab:. 1 

so Crovn l asked Crow 2, wo was nearing the aree 
1 
to us~ his equipme?1 ;. 

At first voice contact Cro\lD l had Compress launch the Sandie, 788 from 
CH 89 and 5-6 CH 66. Aleo ~een launched Jolly Gr een 10-07 from CH 10<;1 

Crow 2 tracked the beeper to 030/18/72. Crow l ~ed to that area ar:· \ 
began askillg authentication questions which Goblin answered correctly. The 
Jolly Greens arrived on the scene before the S8Jldies. Also at that t it.:1 
Sandy -8 developed engine trouble and had to return to CH 89 vi.th Sand;- -7 

. escorting him back. Since it 'WO'lll.d be another 35 lli.nutes before Sandie · 1 5-6 
would arrive, Crow 1 called Hillsboro &Dd asked ie there vere BllY Hobc· :1 t 
that could be used. Hillsboro stated that Hobo 33 · .34 were in the area ,, 'I. i.(£· , ,=· 
and cOllld be used. Crown l ask that they contact ~ow 1 on l(}J0/18/72. · · · ,. S 
The weather in the area vas broken to overc.,.ast rr~ .3500 MSL to 6500 ,: ::; c",,.. 17 1 / 
MSL; terrain was from 2500 to 4000 MSL • Crow l orbited the· area 0 

talking to Goblin to be assure him that help vas 011 the way. Jolly Grc n 
en rowxt a hll.e in the clouds and dropped down to t ake a closer look. 
Be was fired upon, so be move back up on top of tb3 clouds. CrO\l?l l 
dropped down to 9,000 and asked Goblin it be coul.d hear a Opl.30 or t h£ 
helicopters. He said that he could just bear~ heir a C-lJO. Crown l 
f'lev back and !orth across the area asking Goblin l£ the sound grew 
louder or fainter. Then Goblin started giving Crom l directions to f: . ·• 
Tbis vas done tar about 10-15 minutes till Goblin Jtatad, .,:ou. are rigb· 
over me Crow". Thia was the 036/26/72 15-5SN 106-47E. fhe Hobos arri :ed 
and Cr0\111 1 vectored both Jolly Greens and the Hob ' s to the area, Hobc 
.33-34 vent dow and made visual sighting ot the do m pilot a.ad checked , ut 
the area, for possible ground fire. Then Hobo J.3 :ame back and escorte1 
J olJ.7 Green en down vhlle Hobo .34 sta.JM ill the a. t"ea ot the down pilot to 
maintai.u Tisual contact. Jolly Green <n made a ho tat pick up ot tbe pi: ot 
at 0627Z am stated tbat be was 111 good condition. At this time J'oll.1' 

SECRET OECLASSIFlED 
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stated that be was being fired on trca the ridge. As Joll7 07 cllmb bi.:c:k 
llp Hobo JJ-34 vent in to hose dow the ridge. SaldT 5-6 arrived and e:: corted 
J 0117 Green 07-10 and Crow 1 baclc to CB 109. En route Crow l retueleci 
the Jol.J.7 Green 10. Hobo 3.3-.34 were returned to 'llllsboro 1s control. 

~;;!;1(.:/t 
~II H. Ni~etla'f Capt, USU 
Rescue Crev ~er 

Plt Brandt, Larr7 J. Capt USAF 
Nav Thompson, Harry A. Capt, USAF 
RO Richardson, Charle7 W. Ssgt, 
Fl Nelson, Charles !. Megt 
FE Clemente, Robert D. Ssgt 
IM netcher1 Finis V. Msgt 

Mil S~1;<r1lll I A~t;D L. S'CT 
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Crow 4 21 Oct 67 vas notitied st 1620Z, sbortly after take off that Eat: .e 2, 

F-100, \las missing. Eagle 1 and Rash 30, FAC, reported seeing an explosion o'f shore 

from Channel 50. This explosion occurred shortly after Eagle 01 & 02 had co=: 1leted a 

strike with Rash 30 and Eagle night vas joining up. 

Estimated position of downed aircraft was the .345/J 5 of Channel 50. Cro· rn 4 arrive. 

in the area at 1650 and worked with the .f ollO\ling aircri.ft:.: Basketball 572 & :08, 

Spooky 11 & 12, Moonshine 45 and Rash JO. Both Baaketbill and the Spookies c:.terna.ted 

in dropping flares and searching with Rash JO. Rash JO assumed on scene corm:· .nd and 

directed the flareehips and search ships. 

Crow 4 had to depart the area for another mission at 1755. The search '.ontinued 

.for an unknow period after Crown 4 departed. 

At ~JOZ. CrO\ln 4 was directed back to the scene for further search. Cr~· n 4 worked 

with the £ollo"1ng forces until search vas terminated: Rash 21 - FAC 02, Foll "" 2-US2B, 

Ellis 4Jl - C7A, Sam Drink Yankee - cutter, and Sam Drink Charlie - S\lift bo::: • 

The aircraft were given search areas and the ships were directed to sea= h the 

immediate estimated crash area. Crow 4 sighted sane unidentitied objects L: W'ater 

and marked the area with a smoke. Sam Drink Chsrlie searched the area and f c" nd many 

s:call charred items from plastic to metal. Those itms of special interest a: i that 

tentatively confirmed that Eagle 02 had crashed in area .rere: l, Seat cushior. ~ in olive 

colored bag with "Seat Kit emergency 612" stenciled on blg. (612 vas Eagle o:- 1 s Sqd . 
Number) 2, headrest torn by explosion, J. Helmet bag wit1 USAF stenciled on i'~ . The 

coordinater for most of the items recovered vere BT430 JV+ 

At 0410Z 22 Oct Crow 4 departed the area leavi.ng tie ships to contimle r. :> search 

for debris and vreclcage. Estimated coverage o! search a~ea 90% - estimated ef rective 

CO'ferage was 70%. 

DON E BRINmAR 
RCC 

J"rl IV -1 '1 
OECLASS1FIED f __ sn_c_H_E_T_-_ 
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FROM: RCC BROC!CEL, IXlf ALD D., MAJM, USAF 25 Octo~ !r 1967 

SUBJmT: Mission NarratiTe (21 Jul7 67) 

"ro: Camnander 
.39 ARRS 

Crown 1 was notified by Canpress at Ol30Z that t: T-28 pilot wae down 10 
miles NNE or CH 86 &·D;UO'. An 0-1 &1..rcratt Eagle Control was orbiting Oi' 

scene. Pon7 Express 21 was requested to proceed to t he Area. Crown 1 co:: ~cted 
Eagle Control enroute and arriTed on scene at OJf:';. Eagle ~ontrol repcrt. 1 
that he saw 6 armed soldiers take the downed pil.ot and escort him into so:· ~ 
nearby trees. The downed pilot had bailed out of a i'-28, Blue F.agle 4. Che 
down pilot could not be contacted by radio. At 04l< t Pony Express 21 l.m I at 
ecene. Two Pon,- Express crew members with radios ane.. weapons went into t :: , 
trees to search ror downed pilot. A Joll7 Green ret urning !'rom LJ6 waer iuested 
to come to &id in the eurch. At 0500 Joll,- Green 55 arriTed on scene :: td 

conducted a tree top leTel eearch o! the area. At al:out 0520 .c.agle Contr ~ l 
reported that the pilot came walking out toward the Pon7 Express alonean d 
unharmed. The Pon)" Express crew members were contac'i.ed b7 radio and toat .: to 
return to chopper. At 05Q5 Eagle Control departed a1·ea t<r V1entienne b · :ause 
ot low tuel. Crown 1 requested that he keep Cr0H11 1 adtleed o! hie pre ·· ·ess 
and .tuel state. J oily Green 55 was told by Crown to follow l.agle Control 
to Ventienne. A.t 05f0 F.agle Control adrlseJ Crawr. 1 that. he was makin.· a 
precautionary landing because his fuel w~s dangerouel y low. Crown l requ~, 1ted 
F.agle Control to g:l Te UHF t<mea to Jolly Green .35 t<rr IP'•· Eagle ca1ro:. landed 
in a large open field with no dam.age to pUot ar air<ratt. At ~IO Joll.· · llreeo 
55 picked up F.agle Control pilot and proceeded to Cl. 86. Crown l RTB to :H 86. 
Aircraft inTOlTed; 

Jolly Green 55- tnl-JC 
Pony &tpreea 21-HH-3C 
Crown l - HC-130P 
Eagle ~oatrol- 0-l 

/if n~df £V d~/& / 
OONALD D. BROCKEL, Major, USAF 
Re~cue Crew Camaander 

PLT. OONALD C. PURVIS, CAPr,USAP 
NAV. CARL D. GLOVER, CAPT, USAF 

RO BWJA.MIN E. VICK, Al.C 
FE HOLLE? V. ~, M$T 
FE IDNALD ·~. COUGHUN, SSGT 
Uf ALBl.RT E. CAOORJ!.""TTE, Tsar 

M rJ -I~ 

DECLASSIFIED 
BECREJ' • 



. FROM: Capt Rosman 8ECREI DECLASSIFIED 
On 28 Oct 67, at 09m, Crown 2 receiTed word oTer ~.he Strikd frequency -,at W&r­

hawk waa down (Mission nmber 2-3-83, 28 Oct 67) at the coordinatea 20'46iff l'- ;31E • 
• 

Sandiee l &c 2 (who a.lee had monitored the report) llOTed mediately to the \:, :-der & Joli 

Greens Z7 and 09, on the ground at L-36, were scra11bled Jolly Green Z7 wae rlrborn 

at 0927Z. HoweTer Jolly Green 09 experienced mechanical dittitultiee and wae .ielayed 

until saaetime later. At 0927Z, Crown rece1Ted a repor', that downed pilot w:. , talking 

to an OTerhe,.,d aircraft (unidentified) and that the a:lrc:ratt reported 1. good :hute, 

beeper, and Yoice but negative rlsual a~g. Crown 2, then, cu.• up on guc:.· .i re­

questing the orbiting aircraft to contact Crown on SAR :'requency. No contac · was made 

at th11 tille. Later the aircraft was identitied u Ratnhet (autf1x \D'll<nawn) . During 
j 

this tinie perion all strike airor.a.tt were on their way out or target !or Pos~: Strike 

Refueling and Crown waa advised that no high per!onaanc•• aircraft were immed.L 1tl.t 

available tor llig/Reacap bT Ethan o, Brigham and InTert Jersey White was ir the 

vicinity but could not. be used. Since no USAF tactical aircr::i~t would he av :lable for 

approximatl:r 40 Din, Crown 2 requested Crown 5 contact Harbor master (Na'Y}' 5,-.:1) tor 

aupport. Dakota 213 & TaprOOll 3<11 were scrambled bJ' Ha:i ·bor Jl&ster and were ;~.Lrborn 

by 09UZ. and were feet dry at lOlOZ. Border clearancu was iaeued by Ccapr:.na at 

1014Z and Sandiet l & 2 crossed the border immediatl:r W:.th JG 27 & 09 and Sa:~1 liee 5 

& 6 to follow. The Jolly Green 'F:rA on scene was llOOZ •:ii.th an ll.JOZ Bingo ti:::ie to 

L 98. Crown 2 planned to rendezToue with the Joll)"IS at North Station to ref1Dl them. 

At 1024z Sandy reported only JO to 45 llin of day lite l oft. At 1026Z Compres J RTB'd 

the Sandi es & loll79. At l036Z the high pertormance ail ·cra.tt were also itTB' d, 

The weather in aearch area. was good (aooo scattered to broken). Moderato to hea.T'T 

AAA waa oncowitered by Cap aircraft. The terrain in tho search ar~ was rug1~ ~d. 

Opinion: The search effort was definitely handicapped by lack of &Tailahte high 

performance aircraft !or SAR & the lateness ot the strike. 

Search operations usually coamumce at the ccnpletion or a strike: At thi:J tillle all 

strike aircra.tt a.re useless tor SAR tor at least 40 rdn ( aseU111ing they haTe enough 

ordinace left to be userul at all~..w&wuMl.lil:...o~~l~att::....:1tu~e::l!-. 
M IV-J 9 ~'C'l'"'.D r;'T 

It h upfflt~JE~" 40 ·---·· __ pe_i-IH"'~te.ct ie broken with the ::;1?'Tivor 



that he ie captured. 1_-=-_s_z_c_R_l!I_· T ___ ,,. joECLASSlFIEDI ... -: 

For Yariou• reaeone efforts to assign as additiona.:. dutr, SAR Responsil Uty, to 

the nary Bar Cap or to the m-66 Escort ha'f'e not been <Jt!ectiTe. What i• r: eded 1• 

high performance aircrA.f't tra.gged tor SAR and eitting on tanker. These ai . craft 

could be sent in full,- tueled and anted to relieve the wing Jl&ll over the de:: ned pilot. 

The,. cruld suppress en_,- torcee moving in to the vicird t;r and act u mig c · p to the 

Sandiea, who could be imclediatl.y cleared in to the area . In addition the }': '. gh pe:r­

tamance aircraft would aupply continuity in that, haT:.ng had the position . r the 

dawned pilot pointed out to thm tbq could 1n tum po:.nt it out to the Sa ... diee. 
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~iaeion No. 2-~84 2A Oct .7 

At approximately 0715L Hatchet flight 11ade a call on guard that Hatchet. 2 

had a flueout and was attempting an air reetart. A. tw seconds later Hat.c: .et 2 

eje~ted and Crown l proceeded toward the scene. The downed position was lt <0 /J5NM 

frQU\ Ch. S6. A Pedro Wile ecrambled from Udorn RTAFB to make the pickup. nr tehet 3 

rem$lining over the scene established Yoioe contact with the 1urrlvor, v.ho w- s hanging 

in the trees. Crawn 1 arriTed over the site establiehtd Tisual contact vit: Hatchet 

. J and Pedro 09 and g&Ye Tectore to the scene tor Pedro. Pedro 09 raade the r cikup at 

Oeo2L and reported the eurTiTor in excellent condition, The aurvi.Tor was t : ken to 

Odom RTAFB. 



FRCM: RCC Brown, Ralph W. ~or 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative 

TO: Commander 
39 ARRS 

sttttE1I' • ~DECLASSIFIEDI 

2 November 1' •67 

l. On v Oct 1967, at approximately' 1100 nrs, while fiying Crown 4, was dir"' .. Cted 
b7 ~een to move south abeam Channel 94 for possible refueling of Joll7 Gre.:·:'. en 
and /or 30, who were in process of picking up a vounded Army man. Location · -as 
the 264/65NM Channel 94. 

2. At approximately' ll.30 ~een directed us to proceed t o the scene in case · efueling 
vas needed. While enroute, Joll1 Green en reported that lolly Green 30 had ·rashed 
apparently not .e:au~~ by enemy ground fire. en contact3d the crew of JO vu: radio, 
determined tha~ - - ~- _J crew members were injured, one seriously, that they hr· i. crashed 
near the Army goup. Jolly Green en picked up the crew ;,f JG JO, plus the i.I:;~ ured 
Army m.an, proceeded to t:hannel 94. Since JG <11 bad sufl'icient tuel, refuel..i1g 
was not required, and we returned to bane base 

RALPH W. BROWN, MAJCll, USAP' 
Rescue Grev Ctmnander 

e 
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5 Novembe: ; 1967 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative 

TO: Cammnnder 
.39 ARRS 

loECLASSIFIEDI 

At 0417Z Crown .i4 recieved a call on UHF guard (24J .O) from Gunfighter ~ ead 
who stated that he had just lost his wingman Gunfighter #2. He stated that he 
aircraft just crashed at the 315/25/69 and be had two good chutes. Crown #1. called 
Queen and bad the Jolly "'reens launcb out of ~ang Tri. Crown .¥4 contacted rail JO 
a 0-l FAC that was in the area and ask if the area vas rtl.ea.r. He an statE that it 
looked okay. Crown /14 contacted Crikett and ask Kb if he had any j eta he c uld send tc 
use as iESCAP. Crikett bad Chisel Flight of two F-4 contact Crown #4 on SAH UHF 
primn.ry. Crown #4 had hesel orvit at 8,000 ft over t he area incase they ~ ght be 
needed. An Army Black Ca.t 24 (UHIE) was in the area and call Crown /14 to sc if he 
could help. He stated that he had a medic on board. c:~owh #4 asked Black C t if be 
vas right there to ~e tbe pick-up. Crown #4 ask Gunr .gbter Lead if be hac Black 
Cat. He stated that be did. He stated that be would st1ow him where the two pilots 
were. "'unrighter Lead stated he had tvo beeper and then he had voice contac ' with 
rear pilot. He stated that he was in good condition. ;)lack Cat found both :· ilots 
and made the pick~up at OWZ and returned both pilot t 1J Danang. 8oth pilot~ in 
good condition. unfighter RTB to Danang and all SAR F>rces vere RTB. 

~ 

bmi tted UW ARRSM 55-l 3rd •lP SUPP 55-22 This ~ission narr~ti e is 
//Y .~ ~7 

~7----- )</ ./ ~· '/ 
Thomas H. Niquet , Capt, UIAF 
Rescue Crew C der 

Plt Larry- J. Brandt, Capt 
tiav Ha.rr1 A. Thompson, Capt 
RO Charley- W. ichardson, SSGT 
FE Carles A. Nilson, MSGT 
FE Leon Pueyear, TSGT 
IM Charles M. Kansaku, SMSGT 
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Crow 6 was scrambled by Queen. The only informat Lon available was thr JG 26 
was down. Crow 6 was airborne at 2.l.30Z. Queen was C')ntacted on UFH overl. ad CH94. 
They gave the position 0£ the SAR effort as Z74/7S/CH9. ~ 8lld directed Crown to 
contact Sandy- 7, the on scene commader, for a breifing on the current situr-. uion. 

Sandy 7 provided tbe following information. Duri1g thenight, thsee he: icopters 
had been d o\llled by ground fire. They were JG 26, a VN \.F H-34 and an Army r -1. 
No survivors had been recovered and tbe total number o. ~ people onboard the hoppers . 
was uncertain. Numerous beepers in the area {jade voic•l contact on guard ir:. ossible. 

At 2240Z, S8lldy 7 located one of the choppers and possible a survivor : ear it. 
A f ev minutes later he spotteda a flare on the ground, At 2.322Z, Sandy 7 e w a 
man in some tall grass. He ws wearing a flight suit ind using a signal mi. ror. 
Sandy 7 requested that JG's be launched. The request •1s passed to Queen. Queen 
advised Crown 6 that the use of gunships was more desi7able and suggested t : a~ an 
attempt be made to contact Hue towee for possible supp>rt. ill towerB free:· ences 
available were tried witb no success. This informatio.1 was passed to Queer:. 

At 2.3J3Z 1 Sandy 8 located tow survivors in an op 3n area. They were i entified 
as Americans. JG' s \Jere again requested. ~ 2.345Z JG r/7 \las launched fror.: CH94 
and JG 04 vas launched from Cigar, Crown 6 dispacthed fobo 21 flight to esc rt JG 07 
and Hobo 25 flight to escort JG 04. At 0006Z Queen ad·rised that three VN~ H-34' s 
and two gunships were enroute. Call signs, ETA, and f :equencies for co9tac were not 
available. Three minutes later, King diverted JG (J"l t -J CH69. At 0013Z a.nc · · 6, who 
was now on scene comm.ander, located three more survivo.~s near the downed Vi. F hello. 
JG 04 arrived o.n scene at 0028Z. Crown 6 \las repeatedl y unavle to obtain c. earance foI 
JG 04 to make a pickup. At 0050Z contact was ma.de vit.i Cyclone ""'ead, one c: the gun 
~ sbips escorting the VNAF H-.34's. They were on scene at 005SZ. No one, ir luding C 
Cyclone, had radio contact !Jith the VNAF helicopters. Contact was attemptt on 
the SIR frequencies and Guard with no success. At olO)Z, Covey 43, a. FAq r . scene, 
reported two america.n survivors. These ·were the two sighted earlier b;r ~a:. y 8, 
Covey 4J reported that he had been flying at very- low tl.titude and had rec: ve no 
ground fire. He requested release !or JG 04. At Ol06Z, Sandy 6 reported r.· merous & 
americans survivors, some wounded, on the ground and r 3quested release for ~ 06. 
Again, Crow 6 was unable to obtain permission for JG J4 to ;;1ake the picku;:: At 
this tijj:e there were E; total of six A-1 aircraft and t,ro armed helicopters verhead 
for cover. At Ol20Z Covey 43 advised that the VllA.F helicopters had picked .p five 
survivors, possibl.J three vietnamese and two americe.ne. Due to the lack 0£ 
comm\lnications no determination as to condition could oe made. Cyclone Dec tried, 
by flying alongside the VNAF choppers and pointing to che two amerioens in he 
clear area, to get one of them to ma.de a pick up, but i1as unable. JG 04 w: ; over 
head and requested pemission to make the pickup. K:ing advised JG 04 to c.: sa the 
border immediately anci orbit there or face a courmartial when he landed. .: 
departed. At OlJ4Z, Cyclone advised that a hoist woulj be necessary to pi: up the 
two america.ns since a land ;.ng could not be made. · Crow:i 6 again advised Qu ·n of 
the situation and requested release for JG 04. At 0159Z, Crown 6 left the AR 
scene to refuel JG 04. 

At 02l0r, Sandy 6 reported a survivor with a leg •ound and requested r lease 
for JG 04 . his was one of the two americans in the open previousl7 locatt . by 
Cove1 43. A.t 02l8Z, JG 04 was cleared back into the area, but was instruct d to 
hold high. JG 04 located the two survivors, Sandy 6 t'eported the .area frr- i from 
ground !'ire. JG 04 ws holding overhead the survivors and requested permfr ;ion to 
make the pick up. It we denied. 

Cyclone and King Bee{VNA.F K-J4' s) returned to the a.rea at OJ45Z. S~t · 7 
pu.t down screening ,..oke and :i:• Bee oicked u; one of tbe american surviv« ·s. 

"' " - • '+ L · sictt itl' • 0EcLAss1F1Eo 
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They were uno.ble to locate the other, the one reported to have leg wound, · d 
departed for Phu Ba at 041az. 

At 04JOZ, Cro'W'tl 6 departed the immediate area to l'efuel JG 04. Covey 
the FAC now on scene, advised Crown 6 at 0515Z that a helicopter force wit! 
support was enroute with a ground part.y. The ETA wo.s u6ooz. The ground pr 
was inserted at 0612Z and moved into the area of. the downed aircraft. Cro•, 
was unable to secure information concerning the progrens of the ground part . 
except through Covey 51 because of the lack of t'M equi1ment on board. 

7, 
;;u.nsbip 
ty 
6 

The ground party recovered one a.merica.n KIA at C/7i .6Z. He was not froL the ere\/ 
of JG 26. Cyclone 4 and 5, gunships, reported an amer: can in a flight suit. 
wo.J.king ur>hill at 084JZ. One helicopter jettisoned hb ordance and ma.le ti:· 
pick up. ·rhe survivor wv.a the pilot of JG 26. He was ba<ily burned. He re orted 
that there were two more survivors from JG 26 and that he had not seen ther.. since 
mornin~. Cyclone 4 and 5 checked the area but were un~.ble to locate surviv rs. 
They de~arted for Phu Bai at 0854z. 

Covey 51 advised that he had requested more helicc•:;ters . He o.lso askc 
Crown 6 to request constant flare dover and Hobo suppor t for the night. Tl-. s 
request was passed to Queen and Hillsboro. After brief ing ~ro'W'tl5 on the si ' uation, 
Cro\ln 6 departed for CH83 at 09JOZ 

·rwo caumunications problem areas were noted. The lack of communicati:: . with 
the VNAF helicopters during their first mission greatl;· hampered their usef lness. 
The absence of FX equiµnent on Crown aircraft makes conmunication vith Arm;' 3.lld 
Harine forces, both air and ground, difficulit a.t best. 

The failure .... to canmitt JG 04 caused the death of t he american who 'tolas ~en in 
the clearing by m:n:q: Caver 43 at Ol06Z and reported l leeding badly from r. 
leg wound by Sand1 6 at 0210Z. I! there existed some 1·easonfor not a.llwoin a 
pick up when six A-1 aircraft "'ere available for dover in an area WO.ere no :ound 
fire had been reported b1 Sandy or Covary aircraft , ii is not immediately _J-vious . 

I have requested from local sources a list of Armr and Har:ine helicopt .. r units 
in northern South VietNam, to include call signs and f1equenciee, it resour: es other 
•than those of AR.RS are going to be required to effect tijely rescue opere ·ions 
inrormation of this sort is essential · 

DECLASSIFIED 
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FRCM: RCC CAPT. BJ.INF.S 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative 2-3-89 

TO: Commander 
39 AR.RS 

,. - I 

.. .,.; ·,· 

6 November l S: 7 

Marlin Lead (Fl05) downed at 21-25N 104-43E Reported by Marlir. ill 
on strike freq at 08J5Z. Jolly Green 1 s 56 and 3' ' were launched at oc: 9Z. 
Border clearance for SAR Forces from Canpress at 0058Z. Sandy's l, 2, ·· and 
6 escorted the Jolly1 s in. Rescap was provided liy Scotch Hornet and ~ark 
flights. Migcap by Olds and Honda. The survive>· was recovered at l C' 9Z by 
JG 37. At this time Sandy 6 reported that he wall jumped by a Mig. E took 
no hits that; he could tell. He punched off alJ. uxternal stores excer: 
center line tank and mini gun. There vere no Mit: calls for 5 minutes i"ither 
side of 1009Z. The calls after that time vere North and East. Crow. U 
decended to 8,500 to refuel JG 37 vicinity Ch 97 , Then escorted all :>rces 
across the tence a.pd JG .37 to Ch 89. 

/I . , 

THooS-B. -·ai:i~: c;J;, ~SAF 
Rescue Crew Ca:mnander 

Flight time on mission; 
Scotch 1+30 Olds 2+00 
Hornet 1+30 Honda. l+JO 
Ozark l+JO 

Crow 2 1 +50 
Sandy's 1+50 
JG' s 1+45 
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FRCM: RCC CAPT PURVIS 

S'OBJECT: Mission Narrative (26 Oct 67) 

TO: Commander 
39 ARRS 

At 0905Z a conversation monitored on 'VH!~9etveE n Cricket and a FAC, 
RAVEN 41, indicated that an aircraft under thfier cor trol was down. More 
inf orna.tion w.s requested and it was determined tha1 a T-28, call sign 
RA'nN, vaa down. The position was 090/50 fran CH 7~ . The area was .frie:: Uy, 
a ground party was enroute to the scene, and RAVEN ~J. was overhead. The:: 1 was 
hostile activit1 to the west of the downed pilot. 

Jolly Green 09 and 37, at Lima 36, were advised of the situation at )9(11 
and Cocipress came on vith the usual "Standby." At C936, Canpress clear~ Crow 
2 to launch the tvo choppers and Sandy 5 ~ 6 tor the area. The E£A for t 1e 
four aircraft was ID050Z. 

'l.'be ground party, four people, call RAVEN 40, \las witbin one hundred yards 
of the survivor by 0950Z, but rugged terrian made climbing vefry dif'fiCU.: •• 

The downed pilot vas near the top of a ridge, elevation approximate:: ' 
six thousand feet. There were peaks to ei.ght thousand five hundred \Ii.th:. 1 ten 
miles. Weather in the area ws broken \Ii.th bases at seven thousand five •undred 
and tmps at nine thousand f'ive hundre4 ·1h1s inforz:ie tion was passed to t :. 1 

Jolly Greens, Crown 2 was orbiting the area and mailltained contact vith -v.:e 
gr0W1d party, RAVEN 41, and tbe rescue force. 

Jolly Green J7 advised that both choppers would have to dump .fuel t : make 
the pickup and would n191d refueling to proceed to er- 86. 0 oth aircra.t't -- :re 
AR equiped and both creW's qualified. JG J7 revised ET.A on scene t o 104G 

Compress instructed that only the downed pilot would be picked up. 'he 
reason given was concern f'or both aircraft dumping t o a quite low fuel s ..... . te. 
Crown 2 had visual contact with JG 37 at l02.3Z, posjtion 090/44 of CH 79 -
Communica.tions were established between JG 37 and RAVEN 49, who was nov c ·er,; 
the survivor. 

The first pickup by JG 37 was a member of tbe ground party. At io5;· : 
the downed pilot was onborard and reported in good condition. At 1052Z : r 37 
experienced a flaJDeout on #2 engine and started for a friendly site in t : : imm 
.iJDmediate area. A sa.f e landi.De was accanplished and JG 09 also landed. 
JG J7 was le~. a~ the site. The crew and the surv]vor transfered to th~ 
other chipper. ffi 112.3Z JG 09 was airborne and enrcute to CH 86. Sandy- & 6 
had previously 'returned to CH 89. Crow 2 descended to escort JG 09 unt: he 
was ready for f'uel. Due to terrain and weat her, the first attempt ws m.: e at 
ten thousand f'eet. The chopper could only indicate eighty knots in leveJ flieht, 
so an attempt was made to hook up in a descent- o.t one hundred knots. Thi was 
not successful. On the second attempt our position was somewhat £urtb.er outh. 
Terrain and weather conditions allowed a refueling altitude of eigbt tho1: and feet 
to be used. A. sucessfUJ. f'uel transfer was accomplished. JG 09 was eacor ed by 
CroWii 2 until visual cont-ct vith CH 86 was eatabllsned at l210Z, and Crc n 2 

~~~to base .. SEtl<t'I • DECLASSIFIED 



FRGI: RCC CAPT BJ.INES 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative l-}.1177 

TO: Commander 
39 ARRS 

®l /> - • "' 

7 November lS~· .7 

Searc'h for Buttercup Lead H-.34 enroute YC40.3~00t)i4.J CH73). First cc; .. t.,,ct 
Danang Ila.peon at ll31Z 090/CH 94, Leading 090 clear£Wl to Danang VOR at 12<01 fr:rr 

radar vector. Lost contact at ll.38Z when Buttercup .Lclcnowledged clearanc~). J 
SOB, J+OO hours fuel. No chutes survival vests and ..nfantry gear. 

Earlier, Buttercup reported to Mayflower that h 1l was canceling missi -n due 
to weather. He departed YC40.32 at l900H(UOOZ) ""eadiag 090 at 9,000. The chopper 
was ADF only. 

The area within 25NH of YC40.32 and the track fru there to Danang a.":. there 
to the coast on 090 was search very thouroughl1. :tll11 area along the coa:::: ·. fran 
.30~ south of Danang on the coast to SRol north of DaJiang vs.a searched the· roughly 
Negative results. 

Crown flew 4+50 hours in search 
Dream Hour 34 & 40 flev 2+15 
Big 02 flev 1*15 
Covary 84 flew 2+.30 
Spud 05 ~ 06 flew 1+00 

.......... , -;--i 

• "' · '"t.oy -· ' - 0- ·~"' :',..~2 )-
CAPT . THCMAS. B •·· BJ.INES- . 
Rescue Crev Commander 
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SUBJECT: Mission Narritive (1-.3-181) 
/oECL~3SIFIED/ 8 Nave:· )er 1967 FRCli: RCC Maj Morrissey 

TO: Ccminander 
.39 ARRS 

Crown 4 took off from Tuy Hoa 8 Nov 67, at 0620L for the normal orbit mission • . 
At 0845L after arriving at normal. orbit, Cro'4l 4 recejved wrd from "I.fachc e 11 1 
that Misty 2 was down 10 miles northeast or Dong Ha, rFeet Wet" and two iV d chutes. 
The refined position was JJOf58 miles from Clil.09. Machete 1 and 2 W"ere u: · d £or 
Cap \.Tith Gunfighter 1,2,J, and 4 utilized later. Two Navy- Alli's, Electorr. flight 
were asked to assist and arrived on scene at 0900L. Jolly Green 04 and (J7 at 
Cigar were launched to assist and arrived on scene at 09001. 

A number of enemy surf ace vessels were seen procedding from shore to : he 
tw survivors who were approx.imatly t miles and the second was 2 miles frc :. 
shore. The surface craft were discouraged by the Figtter Cap and were rer r rted 
to have reverse course and beaded tO\lard shore. Ground fire from the coa£• wn.s 
su::-pressed by the ElectDon Flight. Jolly Green 04 la.cded on the water and picked 
up one survivor at 0918L. Jolly Green en also made a water landing and picked 
up survivor #2 at 0920L. 

The Jolly Greens then proceeded to CH l():) with Jelly Green 04 taking Loth 
survivors to CH 94. The condition of both s..rvivors was reported as goda • Crown 
#4 proceeded back to normal orbit. 

RCC l'.aj MorrisGe)" 
P Capt StBetton 
N Capt Connell 
Re SSgt Best 
FE TSgt Coons 
FE TSgt Bonner 
Uwi SSgt Coakie 
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• ~ECR£r 
Roger F. Arndt l/Lt, USAF 

Mission Narrative 1-3-182 

Took over from Crown 6 

Jolly Green 26 down pilot was picked up previousl1 

Worked vith Covey 51 and Bully OJ (FAC 1s ) 

9 Novembe: 1967 

Soon after Crow 5 assumed mission command the light began to fail. 
The ground party(Bulldog) elected to RON in the bamb >o near the area DE: 
and vait for first lights. This was after repeated a~tempts were ma.de t o 
t alk to the survivors on Guard vi th no success. ill forces were RTB' d 'lol.~ ;h 
Crown 5 being the last to depart. No progress vas u1.1de on this mission •: iile 
Crow 5 vas in command. 
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Mission NarratiYe 

Mlssion Number 2-3-87 

10 Ncwember 67 

cRo··m 2 

CROWN 2 relieved CROVN 1 on statiai while the S4R et fcrt rcr AWOL 01 was ln 

pro~ress. The area for the effort was 045/48 (Ch 7?), a.n unfriendly, 

mountainous piece of land just on the Laoti.an / NVN border, The hi~h te '.· rain 

in the area WAS approx 30001 • The weather thra1.u~h0\lt the area was scatt. red 

to broken with the bases near 3500'. AT the time CR~ 2 assumed Mtssic · 

Canmand, FIREFLY 13 was on scene commander, with FIIi EFLY 14, EI.Er.TilBN' 50 : /502, 

SAUDI 1/2, NAIL to, and mILI., PEl'ROL, and GU~!FinffT'F..R !lit(hts (10 FI.i.•s), JOI.LY 

GREEN 53 was also in the area. AWOL 01 WllS on the Around with a broken ' '~ . 

He had one radio, one flare, and a strobe lh:ht. ~•Si1&iili:ci18i!; .• iiia siils111J11\illi• .. 1'9b•tl!llls "'Pit•.· .W 

::::l::JlllllR1911811•1~1t~e~~ii-ii"iiia;;~_-~_:i~;;o ..... f~t..iu.m1i.1?:;rRiiit•-,..w•tlilll!I. 111_MM .. ~b ... :~tJ.lG45 JO .Jiil'V ' a 1 --=1 n, 

--~_jtpZ! • h Jt u n.tl1:11an• di Jib ~·,'1 .. ,.. ti •~~1i«tr ooe1 •t, "-" a~foR. 

FIREF1, Y 1 J elected to surpress the ~ound fire w1 th fi~htere, and F A.C 'd 

Pm'ROL fii,.;ht in to drop. Soon art er PETROL eal!le Gl NFIGHTER and HONDA. 

At 0545Z the FIRE'F'LYs hAd to RTB bec~use of t'uel anc SA~DY 1 assumed on 

scene command. Under his dtreetion the SANDYs .md the ELEX!TReNS would 

lead JG 53 into the area. Just before they arrived , several .f'li~hts of 

fighters were ~oing to blast the area with their ore inance, Then the 

A1's would form a Datsy Chain around the JG and havt the survivor pop hi: 

smoke. The pick-up would be attempt~d. (NOTE: As the f'iir:hter ni.P,hts 

expended their ordinance they were RTB'd, as the air "'!'8 ~ettin,, quite 

crowded.) 

in. JG 53 

s laid a 3mnk• •creeA ~rd vectored the JG 

he~ao t look some hits from 



ground f1re and had to depart. He w~s apparently hit in the rudder sectio:: and 

could onl:r make left turns. He got out of the area and headed for Ch 86. 1;: iOWN 

scrambled more Jollys and Sandys. At this time, SANO:" 1 requested all the lelp 

he could ~et from CROWN, who had been g1lthering fi~htnrs a.rd tankers throu,•hout. 

The mission now took on the characteristics of a Ni~h1.. Watch, With C'"'own r. 1; · ~tin~ 

!i~hters and tankers from CRICKET, :i:xaJdJcg turning th fll'ft over to UON GCI f ,::• 

refuelin~, ~ett.ing them b<1.ck on rrewuency for briet'im · and then handin~ th1 1 

over to SANDY 1 tor the e:xpendin~ of their ordinance. MOONSTONE ( FZ.), KILJ li (F-4), 

MASHrn (F-4) , SPEEOO (P'-4) and FLDITSTONE (F-4) flidits were ueed in this 

l'!IAAner. At 0700 SANDYs 1/2 ZJllUt h11.d to RTB for fuel. SANDY 1 had ta\cen hH 1, 

eo they went to Ch 86. ELECTRON 505 assumed on scene eonmand. He worked 

with HOBO 55/56 .vtd NAll 77, tal.kin~ to the survivor l.nd keetrtn~ the ~ounf' 

fire down. SAND!e J/4 and JG 15 and 27 were enroute. SANDY J arrtved itt ~· '12 

and assumed on scene COJm\&r\d. The Electr"'ns woe vee1 ored to Ch ~5 for fuf .• 

Ground fire was still belng seen, so MADISON, PINHi!;AD .imd TliER flii;hts we:· , 

used to expend ordtaance. At 0748 the forces re~ou~!d to make another Att mpt 

to pick up the survivor. This was almost a repeat performance. The JG ( 1: 

was hit and had to pull out. The SANO!s, et al, hit the area ae;ain, but a:- ·· 

' 
nOW' worried that all the fire will kill the survivat". Most or the ground ~, , re 

seems to be coming from his ir.fl\erUata .u-1~.q,. At this f Oint, everything came to 

a halt while the on scene commander re-evaluated the situ.a.tion. He electeC: t o 

a~ain :;'AC in some fi~hters fat" another try at cle~nin~. out the .l!rea. T.OCUC , 

DAIJ.AS, WEinE, and TITLE flights were used ~t th\s tirre. FIREFLYs 15/16/1 7 ·1a 

are scrambled and on the way at thie time. They all }",ave a st~ndard lORd. 

In the midst of these problems, JG 15 (who had been hit) needed ruel. It "·" s 

auestionablie whether he could lofucl frgm CRCZ.:N 2 but the effort was to be ried. 

~RCWN 2 descended to join with the -!uelin~ was accomplished;.- 94 
m(')-JO 
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knots, in an area hostile to both the JG and to C~nr . Becall9 e of the ur · mey or 

the mission, fli.'!;ht to a completely safe area was no•, cmsidered. The to·: il time . 
for the ref\lelin~ was less than six minutes am the t'G '"llS enroute back t •; the 

seene. While this refueling W:i.S happenint, JG 27 hail made an attempt to r•lck up 

the survivor and had received ~ound fire arx1 h'ld to pull otf. SANDf .3 

recorrmended that we no lon~er use high perform.l:U'lce a .rcratt bedause of th ·;! 

area. llll:IXXDJM?m(XlOHl:XDXXIXK MIST! 25, an F-100 FAC was the only hi . .,. 1 

performance aircraft retained. All 11ther s were RTB 1 D. 

CRCNN 2 then had to descend a~ain (0855) to refuel J U 27. This w.is the s:i ·ne 

eituationi unfriendly area, slow, poor weatheuzJ•ttl JllX The effort hAd 

slO'ored dom 80mewhat. The weather was not, as ~ood a:• it had i beenJ the su:· rivor 

was tal.ldng louder ;md fAster; the ~oundf1re ~s no less d"1t111;eroas; and - lere 

were only A1E's in the area wi.th the JG 1s. FIREFLY ' 5 assumed on scene c i: '1ftand 

and rep.,rted that he h:id the survivor pin..-pointed. , G 15 made another 

attempt at ll pi.ckup (0937) and received more ~ound J'ire. A.t this time w·· 

were ;advised by RZSCUE 1 to RTB ill t'oroes. CROWN a<'Vieed th11t JG 15 w:is .n 

a hover over the survivors position and not receiv•d~: hits (he h11d previc· · 1ly 

~on.e up the wronp; villey) .md that to RTB neryone n<H might make the dif: ?renee. 

RESCUE 1 said "Have at it". 

AWOL 01 said for the JG to say in a hover and he wot 1d cr~wl to him. Th.:· >U~hout 

the next J3 minutes JG 15 remained in a hover, bein~ protected by the A1'~ . 

Every so often ~ound fire would hit one of the A 1 's or the other JG but ~ >ne 

w~s directed at JG 15. The sUrTivot ha~ stopped t;tl~ tn~ a\ his r;adio inun~ liately 

after JG 15 had asked him for his authentic~ter numbtr. Susneotlng ~ trar- . 

FIR~LY 15 told everyone to pull out and .\11 forces \ e~an to e~ess. At · 1 i s time 

~round fl.re up to 3711111 cmne rrot""':~~.....,.-rll'l .... __ ... ._torces were out or t~ : ! area 

by 1015z. m tv-
3
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Although this mission w;as unsuccessful, it was the lai ·~est and most well c >rdinllted 

SAR 111.esion probably everf run. There wae nothin~ le:'t undone in the iatte:· 't to 

rescue AWOL 01. CR<MN 2, after the mission, reeounte <l the aircraft used a :: J 

found that 108 aircraft .tnd four GCI si.tes were used ~ .n one ea.oaeity or an·~ ;her. 

The rescue or this mxxx survi.Tor was not Im the hand t of man. 

On 11 November 67 a first light effort was pl.A.Med in hopes of a successt'u:. 

rescue of A\'101 01. CRO~VN 6 was launched to be misdor comm~nder, and SAN~: 

3 was on scene commander. The far'ees assembled inclnced two JG's, two San<l· rs, 

four HOBO's and four F4B's. ( and t.1nker); a total of 1L aircraft. Although 

the we11.ther was acceptable, no cont.11.ct could be JMde ,,.1th the surviTor. Ai' ;er 

two hours (2330 - 0130) the on seene commander recoT"ll!'ended t~e effort be 

dropped and all forces RTB' d. This lifas ap-proved by Ccmpress and all rar'ce!· 

except the GUNFIGlll'ER tl.1Rht of F-4's left the AreA. There had been some 

~und fire reported. although no one was hit ln this effort. 

Roger 7. Arndt 

l/Lt USAF 

Rescue Crew Wanraander 

m ,v- :Jo 
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FRa-i: ace Maj Dubriske 10 Novem:, 1r 1967 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrat6ve (2-3-87) 

Crow l? 

Crown l departed Udorn AB at 10/2310 and ws 1.mmndiately contacted b:· Compress 
and advised to proceed to Clf77 and contact Drill Flight who had voice con:. .ct \lith 
AWOL survivor, 47/48 of CH 77. Crow advised Compres;1 to launch J'1.ly Grr as and 
Sandys to the area. Crow contacted Drill fl.!ght (2F··4) who had voice cor .act 
\litb AWOL survivor. It we found out he was t:.he baclc seat man from an F-L and 
that he had a broken leg. Both Nail and Drill had good voce contact with .:~OL on 
guard. Compress advised Sandy 7 and 8 wre on their 1 ray and J oily Green ~ ~ and 27 

had been launched from CH 89. Sandy 7 and 8 arrived in the area at OOJO .. : Sandy 
7 took on seene commander and began viSU8.l search for A:/OL. Sandy had go:. . voice 
contact :ith AWvL, but could not pin point location ol' survivor due to te:~· ·ain and 
lraai: i w• llJd A'../OL not habing any signaling devides. M: .sty 21 and Misty 11 F-lOJ ) 
also had good voice contact with suriivor. 

Canpress passed questions to Crown and these wero relayed to Sandy t0 be asked 
to AWOL survivor. Questions were ''Who is the grcastust football team in he worldj' 
and also his authenicator number. A.t 0059 Sandy 3 took some hits, and wa .. forced to 
eject. Jolly Green 27 was vect:.or to Sandy 8 sarvivor and at Oll8 w.s piC: d up by 
J .G. Z7. Survivor is JK, except for cuts and bruises At 0125 Nail 5.2 a~ ed. ;\\.IOL 
questions and Green Bay Packers was the reply. Compr( ss con.firmed as bei:_ correct. 
When asked about front seat man, AHOL did not know \rlu .t happen to him. J ... ly -Gre·en 
proceed to orbit high with Hobo ( A-lE) as escort. Sa1dy 5 and 6 arrived ; l area 
0145. Sandye orbit the area trying to pin pont AWOL p:>sition. Sandy 7 RT:. with ma:t 
battle damage and no bydriaulic pressure. Sandy 5 diradts Jolly Green 52 : > approx 
area of AWOL using vocie directions fran A:.'OL and use :>f beeper for homing. Jolly 
Green hamea over o.rea but no visual witb A.~TOL. AWOL Sl.YS he can hear Joli.· Green. 
About 0256Z Jolly Gl'een 52 takes a ~it and starts losi1g oil pressure. J •. : . 52 
gets out okay, but advises he has wounded aboard JG 52 and Z7 depart area _ >r CH89. 
JG 53 and 15 arrived about OJJ4. Sandy 5 took a bit a; OJ.36 and he RTB to :H86 
witb a bole in left aileron and hydraulic shot out. Flrefly 1.3 and 14 arr:. re4:i 
in area tind Firefly l3 took on scene. camnander from Sa.1dy 5. The next 90 ~ · .nutes 
were spent trying to pin point AWOL while Jolly Green iJ and 15 orvited hi :. The 
high prei'omanoe aircraft could not shoot up the area : ~or feo.r of hitting . ."JL. At 
0537 Cooipress adVised Crown 1 to give J .Cr. 15 a drink .md tor Crown 2 to t~ .. e contro~ 
of tbe SAR. Attar refueling J.G. 15 Crown l escorted : .G. 53 to CHS9, wo .ad taken 
a hit and lost control of his right rudder • .After J.G .53 landed at 89 Crc· . l vas 
RTB to CH86. U AWOL only had some kind o£ a signal d .vice, (mirror, flare .tc •• ) 
the pick-up "Would have been successtul, but it wa.a imp1>saible to pin point .wOL and 
even when the Jolly Green thought they were right over him, he still could .ot be~ 
spotted visual. 

Stanley J. Dubr iske Jr. Maj, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 

tY\ (I) - .3 / 
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Mission Narrative l-J.*182 12,lJ Wovemb, · 196'/ 

Crown 1 departed Udorn at 2200Z/12 and arrived at the SAR scene a ~ Z?.40. 
At this time, ,Sandy 7 and 8 were on scene and in co:itact ..ritb the two fr mnd 
parties which had been put into the area the previo..is eveningl The gro;· 1d 
parties h:id the call signs Bulldog and Wonderful Tine. 

Since Crow aircraft have no El·l capability, th9 information was re:. tyed 
to Crown throueh Sandy 7 and 8. Bulldog reported t:iat at 22J8Z the wea 1er 
was bad-ceiling zero. At 2J20Z the wather was improving. Only the mc11 ; itain 
tops wre now obscured. At 2J55Z, Bulldog reported from the wreekage o:~ JG 26 
He reported possibly three bodies in the wreckage. The aircraft had be·: 1 

destroyed by fire and identification of the bodies was impossible at tl: ~ 
ti.me. Bulldog also reported two possible survivors approaching the see::~ . 
These pedple were later reported acting suspiciously. The last report _ i 
then was at OOJOZ. Since they were acting suspiciously, ,_attempt was 1ade 
to approach them. Instead, the ground party attempted to account for e·1 ~ryone 
in the three helicopter wreckages. 

At 00102, Bulldog reported 4 bodies in JG 26 wrackage, and at OOJO - 5th 
body 'Was reported. The body count was complete and all onboard JG 26 w' .•e :xn: 
accounted for with the identii'ication of the 5th boiy. Bulldog also re_· Jrted 
finding "equipnent of 1011 on JG 26. 

At 0048, ~een reported one enlisted :nan from the UH-1 was still n:: ~ 
accounted 6or. At 0051Z, Culver City reported all crew members on the Jn-1 
accounted for. Prior to this time, Crown l knew of only two accounted : >r 
on the UH-1, call sign Typhoon 2. Of 4 cre\I member3, one was reported :· ~ scued 
one KIA. At 0130Z, Culver City again reported all 1ccounted for on the TH-1. 

Sandy 7 reported that a. all had been rescued o l the VNAF H-34, Kin·. 1ee Jc:a 
Lend. At 0140, a Covey F..\C arrived on the scene to provide ~t conaact · · .th 
Bulldog, He reported that Culver City was sending ~ helicopters to rem -e 
bodies. Rescue forces wre given a.TB and Crown 1 r~turned to normal or .c. 

The crew on Crown 1 for this mission had also >een f lying Crown 1 · l tne 
previous day. On that mission, we monitored the ca'UJlunications of the 
original rescue effort conducted for JG 26. We con mr with the narrati·. : written 
by the crew of Crown 6. The still unexplained fail11re to allo,1 JG 04 t : 
rescue an injured american resulted inhis dea r.b. In addition, the fail-. ·e 
over a period of more than 4 hours to follow the uniuiimous recommendati:· ·. of 
the on scene commander and of all forces in the SAR area to allow JG 04 ·O 
pick up the survivors w.s at best demoralizing to t ile rescue forces. r ; : 
DUJ.n1 other USAF and VNAF crev who pl.Jyed some part . ...n this effort u.ndou;-.. ed.11 
had their faith in our rescue capability sevearl1 s haken. 

DECLASSIFIED l SECRE'f ---
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~:LASSIFIED 
Hission !~arrative 17 Nove· >er 1967 

At 0105 Z a Mayday was received over guard by Crown 1. Zebra Lea.. wns 
reported dow at 20-441.f 105-W with a good ~hute a ld beeper. J oily Gr•: m 37 
was scrambled from L-36 and Jolly Green 53, who ws enroute to L-36, pr :eeded on tJa 
toward the bordor. While in the area Zebra flight reported several ah. ·t beepers 
and reception of foreign voices on gj ard. The Rese11e forces were held =~ ~ the 
border wuntil :f:li?:u fighter aircraft could Rece t 1e area. Olds fligh · was used 
for electronic Rece and Barracuda flight provided C \.P for the Sandye an . Jolly ill 
Greens after they crossed the border. Soon after c:·ossing the border J·:~ 37 
reported a low fiuel state which would ilCCIJI have prJvented nis making a >ick-
up and returning to L-98. A can;>lete undercast at 1)000' prevented a re•: trn to 
L-J6. Crown 1 directed Sandy J/4 to escort JG 37 back to border for ai:. refuel-
ing and to join-up and escort JG 53, who vas now ne1u-1ng the border, in . > the 
scene. Olds flight was over the scene at 0205Z. A:~ter 20 min o£ elect:· inic 
search Olds flight had received only 2 short beeper l and intermittent f r· ·eign 
voices on guard channel. Sandy 1/2 arriv~d on scen1t at 0221Z and repor 1 .. :d that 
the area had many interconnecting roads and was modnrately populated. . _ "ter 
JO Min of search t he Sandye had recived on11 ·one sh•>rt beeper, intermit~, :nt 
foreign voices on guard and had no voices contact v .th the survivor. T:. 1 SAR 
effort was unsaccessful and the SAR forces were RTB at 0250Z. JG 37 ha.c'. air 
refueling at North Station and returned to L-98 with JG 53. The Rescue . 'orces 
were hampered throughout the SAR llff ort bT the 6000 undercaet and the 
inoperation of CH97. · 

Crew Members 

Delony 
Fogg 
Goode 
Glover 
?w°;JaO: 
~·t;i: 
'.N&.rd 
Jones 

DECLASSIFIED 
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Capt Donald J. Donovan 

Mission Narrative 2-J-89 19 Novem;, ~r 1967 

Crown l on Pak Sene orbit at 23.5 feet. At C1llOZ, Covey ~2 an C- ~, req­
uested intercept for his wingman Covey 655 vho hae battle damaee. Cro1

. : i 1 
began an intercept course from his position 061/1C6/51. At Oll5Z a La;: ~do 4 
ca.lied tbat Waco Lead 105 was down and ha.d a beepe-r. Crown 1 advised ::>-:- i sa:3Ill . 
that Cover 672 was under Lion control and to try i o keep track of him, ·;hat 
Cro·.ai 1 was breaking off intercept to begin a SAR attempt. At 0119Z, :::: 3Veral 
calls came ill nearly simultaneouls1 that Garage .3 (F-105) and Vegas 1 ( !'-105) 
X» were down in the ta rget area. Vegas 2 recommt.nded no SAR attempt. Waco i 
Lead (F-106)was also reported down in the vicinitJ· of the target, also it this 
time Waco 2 called that Waco 4 ejected at positior. 0.30/13¢ North Sta ti : l. 
JG 55 and 37 were launched from L-.36, and Sandy's 1-4 beaded for the a} · ~a. The 
area determined to be safe and the Jolly Greens r t.devouzed with the Sa::: lys. 
Two high perf ormence fli~ht were located for Hig Cap, Bison flight 4 (.. -105 ) 
and Petros flight 4 (F4C J. Crown i moved approxi.D.ately 50NH north of : ian 79 
and climbed to FL 250. Firefl7 flt l3 and 14 were also orbiting at Ne:: ~h Station 
ready to assist ii' needed. Sandy one Lead Jolly Crean 55 to t he surgb >r aM 
brought him aboard at 0210 lcl the survivor was r Eported in conidition >ne. 
Jolly Greens 55 and 37 headed for L98 and all SAR Forces were R.TB A.T c:.~ lOZ. 
Cro'Wll 1 suggested an Electronic search for the otter possible Erurvivo~ in 
the target area, but do not know if one was conducted. The Fae airers.:: ~ Covey 
672 recovered successfully at CH5l. 
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RCC CA.PT SVEC 19 Novembe 1967 

Mission Narrritive <-J-91 

1640 Tampa J do\m on target, No SAR, NO CHUTE 

1650 Fresno 4 dow on target, NO SAR, NO CHUTE 

1704 Killer J heard a beeper position 2049/1045E <172/69/North station 

1715 Report fran Tile 2 Mayday 256/J6 Honoi 

1716 OS6/6J/North Station Mayday squawk 20-45N 105E 

1719 OS0/8J/CH97 Tile Lead dow by SAM 20115N 10535~, After being hit h" turned 
to 220 for 4 min impact near 20-45N 105-09E 

1730 Ozark, Killer other eclectronic search 

1736 JG 55/37 airborne 

1803 Sandy' s cleared to area 

1815 RTB, Sar Forces, no beeper or voice contact 

Crew 

Wx in area 'Was estimated by Sandy Lead vis 4 miles to I), multi-lay<: · up to 
8000 feet, clouds in area around hills 

otter and Killer flt reported that SAM' s were ~ired at them fran. pc.1. Lead 32 

RCC CAPT SVi:;C 
CP HAJ DILI.MAN 
NI CA.Pf HOWARD 
RO SGT TAYLCR 
FE HSGT CURKSON 
FE SSGT YEARTY 
IM SSGT WADI.EICH 
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Mission Narrative 2-3-90 19 Novembc. 1967 

At 0040Z, Bar~cud& Lead called on sttard that he and Baracuda 2 had t.~ en hits 
and were losing fuel. Crown called Brigham to start tankers North. .\ t c 50Z 
Baracud 2 stated that he was doltn to JOO lbs fuel . Sandy 1 advised to hav Ear~cuda. 

2 eject AS close to CH 97 .:ts possible. .&.t 005-5Z Barncuda 2 flamed out at U0/10 
NM CH 97. 0 oth pilots ejected safely. Sand7 l-2 spo•,ted both chutes a.nd -~ated 
both pilots at 6 NM 170/CH 97. Two "'ir America's UH-:. helicppters, Poppa ~oxtrot 
Hotel and Poppa. Foxtrot India, called on SAR primary and stated that they 1·1ere 
10 miles from CH 97. S~ndy 3 vectored then to the a1·ea of the downed pile ts. The 
Huer.J picked up both pilots and took them to Lima 11.:.. because of loit ruel st.Ate. 

Jol::r '1reen 37 picked up the survivors at Lima lll a.net took t hem to Lima 3 ~ , where 
they were picked up b~ Jolly r.reen 53 who took ·them t o CH 86. 

CAP aircraft were Baracuda J-4, Mallard 1-2, and Zevra flie:ht, CAP w-:o: s on 
station tar appraximately onehour. -

THOMAS B. BAINF.S, CAPT.USAF' 
Rescue Crew v amn.ander 
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Mission N~rrative 2-3- 93 25 11ovember 1 ':>7 

A.t 0820Z, ~anpress called CrOlo.'Tl 2 with the infon1ation th.:tt an-Air Ar. rica 
UH-10 helicopter was rtown in the vicinity of Lima sit·' 203. Jolly !}reen l '. llnd 
71 were scrambled form Lima J6. Sandys l-2-5 and 6 m•1t the Jollys and the whole bl 

force proceeded to the area. Crown 2 contacted AA C-123 374 who was on the 
era.sh scene. He identified the area as 303/95 CH97. hotel 62 and Hotel Il:: 
called Crown about this time and stated that they wer e in the area. and pr: :eeding 
to the survivors. Hotel 62 picked up 5 live and one dead passengars. Ho t el 40 

lost his radios, but was able to pick up two crew members. Jolly reen 71 round 
the last man and picked him up at 1025Z. Hotel 62 anti Hotel 40 went to Li. .. · 1 203 
to refuel, then to Li.ma 54 to put all surtivors on 371 ~ who was to bring th- n to 
CH 06. 6rown refueled both Joll:r Greene, escorted t ltem acroee thetence, ~ 1en 
RTBt ed CH SJ . 

THOMAS B. BAINES, CAPT, USAF 
Rescue Crew Caamander 
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Mission Narrath:e liSi 1-J-leS 

.\t 024JZ Crown 1 relinouished control of tha SAR to ,Cr~ 4 ;inr departed 
the sene. At this time (0245Z) JG 10 was cleare1 in to make the pie! p. Up 
to this t tlle and subsenuently no hostile t'ire ~ ' experienced in .bhe res. At 
0259Z word was received that the "backs eater" ·1ae picked up ~nd war in p:ood 
condition. At OJlOZ Crown 4 descended to refue l JG 28 (Hi~h Chopper ,just 

east of the border. At 0314Z Kin~ Bee (cho?per) out two men on the r ound to 
look for "front seater". The results wer• negat:..ve due to the wreck;: e being 
severly burned. At OJJ4Z refuellnp; operations Here completed. S.11.r. 71 7 and 
A rema.ined in the are~ until OU2Z with neg a ti V •! results. Reports f: om the 

"back seilter" and a ovy aircraft , who saw the ·~r~sh and reported or. y one 
chute, indicated t ha t "the "fornt se;tter" went in with the aireraft • 

. \t 04122 the SAndi.es RTB and Crown 4 infonn•!d Hillsboroup;h thllt he 
mission was closed. Crown 4 RTB to CH94. 

Opinion: Some conf11sion was ex-pereinced at the outset as who would c - rltrol 
mission. What is needed is clearly defined are(.s ot responsibility . r at 
least close coordin;i.tim between Queen and Canpr ess. Queen directed ~rown 
4 to take on scene cormnand but Crown 1 beat him t o the seene and M.d ~ hi.ngs 
organized by the time Crown 4 ~ot within radio nnge or the Sar Force· • 
Thus Crown 1 became mission carvnander on3iy to be: cAlled off by Canpr is m 
without any prior motive, to refUel !l Jolly Green . Crown 4 was not i ·. 
, •• tt+w position to take ewer bavir1l". returned to the normal orbit for che 
strike. All thin~ considered it im ould have bet n Crown 4' s mission . ?Cause 
of the requirement of Crown 1 to refuel in the Earrel ftoll area. Bu·: the 
only agencys that could hollve known this wa.s Canpi ese as Crawn 4 a.nd · ieen 
and even Crown 1( I am told) were not ;\WA re that Crown 1 '.\'Ould be ouL ~ 
ott the SAR in the very middle ot opera.t1ons. . 

Aleo, with both Crown 1 and Crown 4 retuelln~ choppers eventual·· sow 
sane thought should be ~iven to stu~ering the r Efueling times when t~ ? forces 

goes both over la.nd and over water. It is consEivable that both Cro .rn's Kiili 
would be out of oosition whsi a IAR arise in th~ Steel Tiger are:i(fo:- examole). 

CA.Pl' ROBERT I. ROSDfSJN 

a:eeuesr a lo~CLASSIFIED\ 
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Mission Narrative 29 Novembe: l 967 

At approximately 0205Z Whiskey .31 called to say that ,..hiskey 32 m F-4 
was downed at 260/3.3NM CH85. Besides Whiskey Jl, on scene was Covey lJ . • Jolly 
Green 28 and 10 were launced fran Ci~ar and San~ 7 and B fran ?-lakon ·· 1amom. 

We;tther was ~od, no P-rO\D'ld f1re was reportP.c . Whiskey 31 was in roice 
contact with the back seat pilot. 

Misty 21 relieved Whiskey 32 on scene at 021; and joined by CAP fl l~ht s 
Demon and Goose by 0225. 

Jolly Green 28/10 arrived on scene at 0233 ar.d Sandy 7 and 8 arri•nd by 
0250. 

At this point Crown 4 relieved Crown 1. Pickup th'Jt"ef.t.fter or the :ack 
seat pilot was uneventrul with no hostile fire. Searc~ fpr ttte ottter pilot 
was fruitless. 

Transfer of coordination duties from Crcun 1 to Crc:Ml 4 1n the mi·l Ue 
of the missiai was caused by the need to refuel Jelly Green 16 which n!~ ir 
on its way to Lima J6. Althou~h the eireumstances of this trAnsfer of :ontrol 

. ~ 

are col'l'lplex, the fact is that control .of the mission W;\S assum-d by ro1m 1 
rather than directed to by Queen or . "'annress. Since the scene W<lS in i:rown l's 
normal scope of coverage, Crown 1, coordinating with Crown J., assumed .:ontrol. 

Better coorination between Oueen and Canpress would have prevented t.hi!: 1 

directin~ Crown 4 t o the SAR Scene and alerting Crown 1 of the refuelin•! task. 
The mission wasin no way degraded by thb transfer, but only becaue tho mission 
was very clear cut itnd in an UDfltpoSed area althou~h not a safe are~. :n another 
inst~nce however Cr<>m 1 might haTe become so in-.olved th$\t transfer o:: control 

mi~ht have been nearly impossible : 

Gordon R. Flyeare 
Rescue Craw Ccmnander 

Crew 
CAPT G.R. FLYGARE 
CAP!' J.T. MAY 
CAPr W.L. EURTON 
s.lSGT D. D. BmEROOK 
MSGT W.H. MAY 
TSGT B. G. SMITH 
SSGT K.I. MARCOTrE 
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Mission Harrative 6-J-189 2 .Uecember 167 

Army Huey Call sign "Hawkeye 50" 

At 1300 Crow 4 co.lied Crown 5 and briefed us on t he scorch mission 1ey 
wre directing; A Army 11Huey11 was down somewhere near the l·lo Duc-Quaingi' La 
area. Army "slick" choppecs missing vae Hawkeye 50. The Army "slick 11 er. 'per 
searching were Hawkeye Blue, Apache 26 and Apache Red. 1)40-'fhe clouds i". 
search area were down to 1700 1 preventing a search of hill tops. Apache . ?d 
decided to halt search till weather lil'ted. 1352-Hawceye Blue found burr: l 
chopper wreckage 20' from top of hill 5CJ'l Poe 180/27/~H50. 1405-Apache R l 
(gunship) tried to fly closer to wreckage to check fo r survivors and iden Lfi­
cn.tion Qf wreckage. ~ \lent IFR plus the winds vere lireacherous, so t hey lecided 
to land at Due Pho to refuel and wait for weather to l ift. 15.3 5-Hawkeye . . ue 
Apache Red and Apache 26 flew to Mo Due and landed. ?rom there they coul viev 
hill 5CJ7 to monitor the ceiling. 115-The c~owis on hill 5Cfl started lowe:· tng 
rapidly. Hawkeye Blue, Apache Red and 26 RTB. 1545- Crow 5 proceeded t 1 sou'i;h 
Sar orbit 

Donald D. Brockel 
MaJ USAF 
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i·iission Uarrative 1-3-190 

Sen.rch for mfosing Harine Helicopter, Pestkiller 1-7. !~een noti.f:_ :d 
Crown 5 that a harine Helicopter was missing 20 nautical miles north of >a 
Na.ng, ap;:roximatefy ten rniles off shore. Two days ao.rlier t ;.e helicopt•:: · had 
been directed to rurn to a beading of Z60 degrees a~d climb to 5500 fee~. 
Arter that all contact was lost. We descended to J OO .f'eet and started n 
creeping -line search, 20 nautical miles legs, tvo niles track spacing. i'he 
principal legs were in a norbh-south diredtion; the search progressing f:.•om 
east to west. We stq.rted the search at 16-12N 108-lJE heading norhh at :)<)JOZ 
and ended it at 1010Z when the weather and nightfall reduced visibility ;:Uld 
made further search impractical. We did not sight 9IJ.1 evidence ot the !i!2.ssing 
helicopter. Belov is a diagram of the area searched. 



DECLASSIFIED 

Mission Narrative l-J-190 

At 2300Z 2 Dec 67, ~een called Crow 4 and requested that we ~ trch 
for ?estkiller 1-7 in the vicinity of the J60/20 CH 109. J3estkiller .__7 
was an H-J4D h~.rine helicopter that had been mis Jing for 2 days. Cr m 4 
conducted a low level search in the area. but v.is only partially able ;o 
cover the area due to 'WX. 

At 0235Z J Dec 67, Scarface 7-1 reported si~hting probable vrec~- tge 
of Fest.killer 1-7 on the 104/l~ CH69. Scarface was unable to ltlnd ;). ld 
check more throughly due to wx. Scarface 7-1 re ~urned to Hue Phu Bi ;o 
await an improvement in the wx before continuing investigating crash .1ite. 
Wreckage was an H-J4. 

t-!iasion l-J-89 
At OJJO Crow 4 wa.s sent to the 170/JO CH50 top 0£ hill 5(]7 to .; ieck 

wx in area of wreckage of Hawkeye 50. Upon reac ling area. Hawkeye Bl1:_ ~ 
called to say he Yas fairly sure wreakage which ie had sighted was E1 Jkeye 
50. Since HE 50 had a smoke generator and the \l '."eckage contained on.: also. 
He then RTB'd to Quang Ngai to pick up troops to in area to check for 
bodies. He was due back in area at 1245 meanwile Crown 4 turned mi:~ :;ion 
over to Crown 5 and RTB 1d. 
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Mission Narritive 8 Dec E.: 

Cro'WD one received a call trom Ccmpress thl~t a T-28 was down no ~· t;h 
o! Channel 86. Location was JJ2/21 ot Channel 86. Joll7 Green 6a ·· nd 
Pedro vere launched to the scene. Pedro looatt d the wreckage aIXi ti. ~ JI 
pilot was approxi.matel7 JO yards' frClll the crash . He did not surviv:? 
the crash. J oil,- Green 69 vaa instructed to r ucowr the bod,-. J oily 
Green and Pedro were tben RTB'd. 

Don E. Brinegar, Capt, US!F 
Rescue Crev Comnander 
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Mission Narritive l-J-195 10 Uec 67 

At 0640Z Sidewinder 91 called on guard th.it Sidewinder 90 an I'· .40 
was down. Position w.s 157/11 of Channel 94. Crovn 5 moved from ! utb 
orbit to the scene. Jolly Green 04 and Pedro 1ere launched from C~ . nnel 
94. Before Crown 5 and the SAR forces arriTed , Minuteman 051 pickt:'. up 
both survivors and took them to Channel 50. t3 lth surviTors were ir. good 
condition. Helix 17, a arm1 helo, returned tb1• survivors to Channel 94 
vbiob was the bome base of Sidewinder 90. 

Don x. Brinegar, Ca.pt, USA!' 
Rescue Crew Cc:mmander 
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Mission Narritive l-J-194 

At 0906Z, Hillsboro advised Crown 5 the1 had Hammer 22(F-4) hit u; d 
proball1 eject. Hillsboro then advised Crown ' t hat Cover7 646 (Binge 1800) 
bad seen the pilot eject and had two good cb.utes. Joll1 Green's 04/ 2& were 
launched from Cigar and proceeded to 090/17-72(09~ iOZ &!A)(l5-.38N 106-4: ~) 
(910281) 'Where the Covey had the pilots 1n sight on the ground. Crowr. 5 
proceeded to the area and assumed mission command The weather in are· vas 
5000 1 scattered to overcast vith terrain elevation of approx 1000' \lit 
hills up to 2000'. Dragon 01 and 02(A-J7) and Bingo 1740, Misty Jl(F- : :xl) 
BinJo 1800 were called in to suppl1 cover ti' needud. Jolly 04 & 28 ga: 3 an 
E'£A 0£ 0950Z and then Sand1 7 & 8 called in and gnve an ETA of lOJOZ. 
Covary 646 reported no ground fire in area and ha<t Toice contact with 
the two survivors and they reported they wre 1n i:ood shape. The surv : 'lors 
were approx .300 meters apart. IiaJlmer 2l had to R"B because of fuel. ieen 
at this time scrambled Gunfighters Jl & .32 for ad<~itional cover. Drag l 01 

.... 

and 02 RTB!d becauoe of bingo fuel at 0920Z, at \/hich time Dragon 05 . :-oceeded 
into t he area with a bingo time ot 1825. Jolly Q4, was on scene at lOO: i and 
Covey 646 directed him to the downed survivors. llragon 05 then made 1-:- :.r 
passes over the area for ground fire and none \las reported. {Cove1 61...~ had 
bingo fuel and left area after showing Joll1 04 t he location of t he pi~ ~ts, 
Cover1 056 (~2) was overhead to relieve 646) Jol:.y 04 then picked up 
survivor one at 1009Z and then survivors two at 101.)Z with no ground.fl..· ~. 
Covey 056 spotted ground.fire as the Joll.1 was leai·ing the area and mar.- ?d 
for Dragon 05 who dropped ordenance on sight. Jo:.11 04 & 28 gave an !:: ': ~of 
llOOZ to Chan 94. Crow 5 then R'l'B'd all forces Hith a job well done. Sandy 
7 & 8 were directed to 86. 

Glen g, Nemecek, Capt, USAF 
Re acue Crew Commander 
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Mission Narritive 1-~93 

Queen advised Crown 5 at 0708Z th.at Joll1 G:-een 10 had been lau.:1 :hed 
from Chan 94 to aid in evacuatin~ 1JLA from a gromd party{ Stanley wo :er ) . 
The position W'as given as '240/ZJ/94 b1 Big C11 a ~AC over the ground r: ~ty. 
Crow 5 proceeded to the scene and began coordin1ting the mission. J o .ly 10 
arrived on scene at C1140Z. Tw Wey Cat gunshl9a wre on scene t o c 1ver for 
the J oily, plus tw Hobo's were eoroute with an nA of l615Z. Crown · i 
received all firing 1n1'ormation fran Carstairs t' make certain the ar ra was :. 
sate. Joll1 10 picked up 3 WU and one ver1 sic:t member of the part;' 11f 
at CT750Z and proceeded to NS1 at Cb.an 94. Crow 5 then RTB'• all for ,:es. 
There was never any ground.tire during the missio.cl. 

Glen E. Nemecek, Capt, USAF 
Rescue Crew Camnander 
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MISSIC~ ru:.rORT: ~1ECLASSIFIED 
Msn No. l-J-191(.t:eopenine: report1 

On 5 Dec 1967 Crown 4 was launched at 0545 hrs, an ea.rly departure, purpos · to 

to coordinate the extraction of a Mariner.round recovery te~m of 9 persons . This 

team hi:i.d been enga~ed in the recovery of remains and 'quipmeit,remnants fee' a 

previous .llircraft crash. The terun location was established from the pre~ V::. >us dayis 

activities and posed no problem, with a Forwarrl air Crnti>oller to be provi(i ?d who 

had '1bo enga~ed in the previous days work. Call Sigr. of the Ground puty ms 

"St~nley Looker 06" and t _h• FAC call sign was "Big 03". b A Routine opera ~ ion 

was anticipated. Upon arrival in the area a.t 0700 an JVercaat condition tc· s at 

about 5000 tt w.qs abserved ~nd it seemed unlikely that ~ pickuo could be a err. omulished 

Bi.g QJ confirmed thRt the weather WM mar,µ.na.1 'lowever intermittent breaks • ould 

possibley permit completion of the mission, Two Gunsh lps 11Hostage11 30 and'' E; sta~ee32" 

"t-:a.rine UH-1 helicopters were in the .!4rea to provide cl)se support and Jolly Green 

OJ and 28 launched from taNang at 0810 • . All arrived i ·1 the vicinity of the site 

(170° 20 miles fran Ch1tnnel 94) but were un!ible to wor < because of the weat!· er, 

2000 ft broken Md lower scatter~d clouds. No ground f .re or enemy contact ,. f any 

kind was reported by either the aircraft lllf or the gr<nnd party. All force .: except 

Big 03 withdrew to &"Wait further improvement in the we.tther, at 0835. At C'" ::>O 

Bi~ 03 •e't'orte~ the weather workable and the Jolly gre·ms and Hosta,e airer- ft 

were again launched tran DI.Nang. The hosta~e aircrAt'.:. preceded the J oily r~tr.s 

just previously been over the route and encountered no diffieulty.However at out 

10 miles out of DaNang both Jolly Greens encowttere.t g; ~ound !ire and both wr: re hit. 

Jolly Green 28 flil¢lt mechanic was wounded in the leg. Both aircraft were "blr.· to 

poeeed to Dananl'; and landed at 09J5. Since t,~e terrain and torrest conditic:· s were 

such J#tA's~~pped h•llto~~r ={!Vi:f1 to ;rlete the mission =-nd none 

were now av~i!Able~rces were a~?iQ directa4 \e uithtraw. Big OJ remnine until 
))1 N -!./ 7 
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0950 when fuel supoly required th~t he withdraw. HostERe JO and 32 remaine1 1 in the 

area to deliver "C" r11.tions to the ~ound oarty in ;\rtit iuation of some dela•· in 

rurther attempts at extr:\ction. Last cont.act w1 th the ' Hos ta~'~"" was a.t 095·\ when 

they stated that they would st:ly .:\ few more minutes anc then w1 thdrAw. Cro:n 4 be";a"L t 
;l'-13,t> 

proceed&ll to norrMl orbit. At 1000 an.lit emer~ency tran!mi~sion ~as recieved >n ~ 

MCS from Hosta~e 32, he stated that both :dren ft rad c ruhed on a fllcnmtAin·• .de th:it 

his llircraft w.qs com--letely destroyed and that Host.A~e J2 was llbout 75 meter 1 aw.:iy 

burning furiously. He was OK but his ~ner had ~ brol~n le~ and the co-pi2 >t w~s in 

serious condition with x:rlaJa:ka intern:)l injuries; It \l 'aS further determine'! that 

he was in the overcast and unable to give his exact t5j tion but believed he r~s about 

220° ror 12 miles frOll'I Channel 94. Usin~ tris posi.tior other hostARe airer : rt in the 

area were ;tble to locate the ~eneral positon and were c:irocted to try to co·-.. :.act 

Host:\~e i& 32 on emer~ency frequency. The down en oiloi, was instructed to a.r. ·:.uate hie 

beeper for JO se9ond internls On detMnd for haning. C onsider.tble d.if!1cul - r w~s 

encountered in establishing the prec1-e loc4t1on becaut e ~r the overcast cer iition • 
...- ~ fl<:sPL.111~ nv s". ""' 

In the meantime Bi!?: 03 h11d 11
•

1 Jle•f1mthe scene tlnd h~.d located the wracka - ) throu~h 
( /ll~L.) 

a 1CX hole in the overcast, at about the eame-4'time that HostB~e 40 landed at ~he 
~nd t distance 

scene. Hestage 40 was some distance t'rom the wreckage <.nd cloud cover1' prev '! 1ted his 

getti'ng the canslties aboard. Hosta~e 10 was tt-:~11 dl rected into the vici:-- l ty 

by Bi.'; Of and landed sOMe distance dawn hill trom thH swene. He di~pa.teh is i hie 

crew chief uo the hill,about 500 meters, to the area t t, reconoiter" and pick \ 

lanii.ng site, and then proceeded under the crew chiefs direction to land at bhe 
AT NntL; JJ 

wrecka,;e. f' He picked up the wounded :tnd with barely 15 minutes of fail proc _ 3ded vuec.« 

to Danan~. "Carst&ire l",the Marine col!'IMnd post,tsd boen recievin~ re~l.Ar :-eoorts 

on the proceedings, and was much concerned over the eff ort because "r repor~!d 

t• Slltttf DECLASSIFIED 
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enemy 3ctivity in t he Rre~. Artillery had been shellln~ in the immediate lcinity 

...... -:.~-~ but had been shutoff at Crown 4 request. a At about thits ti.Jr; :, Ca.rsta".~' 

demanded thAt all aircraft prepare to leave the area. Rost&ge L.O could not !anp~ 

because h• "'ls still in the clouds although he ~tarted engine. At 1200 Host·~e 40 

w11s Ible to P,et off .:lnd proceeded to the crash site, pi :ked up the 2 uninjur:· j 

survivors ~nd 2 of his crew who had walkedto the site Lnd immediately de'Ollr~ 3d 

for DI.nan~. He reoorted that there were no survivors rran Host.:i~e 30. AT l ll2 

attention wasa.p,ain returned to "Stanley looker 06". A. hoiet SLircrP.ft w.11s s~lll 

needed primarily to lift out some classified equipment thAt h::if!l been recove···?d. 

then it was pl;:irmed th<tt the ground p;t.rty would orocee i to a suit.llble landin ~ zone 

to be picked up. Bi~ 04 was ~iven 2 HL.6s .-.nt(Marine) with the suunort of 2 Army 

1lx UH-ls • Hower prior to their llrrival Big 04 conta•:ted one of the aircr:i :t tran 

another mission (on FM) and vectored him (another Mari ·1e H-46) to the scene~ Before 

riny recovery was made his hoist januned &nd it was nece:>sary to land at An ffo. for 

repairs. At 1305 "Alley Cat" 05 and 06 Army UH-1 ;\lld:tl:Qu:e11Host~v,e11JO an~-1 J2, H-46 

16"ote the s~me ettll sign As the 2 destroyed ~ircraf~) Jfarine helicopters a.r::- :.V.d in 

the are:i. 1 they also encountered hoist trouble and land1td at An Hoa ror repa:..·s . They 

were able to recover the classified equipment prior to landin~. 
At 1330 Crmm 5 was directed to proceed to the area to ~ssume mission contro: . 

At 1350 Big 04 departed due low fuitl at 1410 Cro1m 4 1·eturned to base. 

WtL.. 7-vN )./. C/c:,11#£ 

µ_ Ct>-/ {/ 'S A-IZ 

, .... Si~Alii'if 
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At 0550 Quen advised that ~asty Jl reported a beepEr. His position W.ll.S ~50/30/94. 

Crown 5 proceeded southwest from Ch 94. At 0559 beepel was picke1 up. It · Ls inter­

mittent and no fix was possible. 

At 0625 voice contact was est~blished with a survi~ or using the call Ya .: :oe #1. 

Dawned a.ircrart was & U-6A ~th four SOB. One was killed in the crash, one >inned 

in the wreckage and two free but in,jurad. No position WAS ~ven. A Jolly i ; ·een W1i.S 

scrambled ~nd two Marine ~ships, Hostage 70 and JO were vectored to ths .!lr ?a . 

At 06U Crown 5 WAS able to determine an a.oprcxxi.JM.te position of 223/20 '>4 by use 

or the tracker. 

By 0730 J oily Green 03, Host.age 70 tt 30, and Big O? ( F AC ) were in the ;\i' ?a. tfone 

of the aircraft were recei virl! the beeper or voice trar. emissions from the s i:"vi vor. 

Crown 5 established a ti,1Jht orbit directly overhead in order to maintain cor: 1unicAttons 

with the survivor. 

The survivor said that he had departed Ch 94 but a check with units ther1 tailed to 

provide any information on an· aircr~ ft with callsi~ Yankee fl . 

Weather in the area was 1500 overcast with occassicnal rdn showers. J·~a..: :inrum ele-

v~tion was 3600' • 

The survivor could hear aircr:lft in the vicinity but. was unable to see them. 

Tl)e FA.C su1mested firing smoke rockets alontr the rijge on which the sur-:: vor t-ras 

believed to be. On the second firing the survivor repor t3d that he could no~ see the . ' 
smoke but t he rocket had imoacted cl ose enough to le ho~rd • 

.\t OP.45, ;i?oroxinlat el.r six minutes later, Hoeta,,e tli~ht spotted two per.cun rlares 

And then reoorted a visuAl on the survivors. 

At 0~58 Jolly Green OJ had the two survivors on bo:i rd and neparted the a•e~. 

The survivors advised that the aircrA.t't contained cl.:lsstfieci mat~rial. . -,n ,. l'keen 

2P. l anded a ~ound p.tlrty from a nearby 5oecial Fore es c Ulr!'l· Two bodies were recovered 

f rom the wreckage. The ground p<'\rt;r WAS left .:it the SC !ne b.,C3US8 Of apr.ro:-,• '1i :ig 

I !EK IE'f -darkness. 
1n,.., -¥r 
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Interf~rence on 24J.O from Another reeeue erfort 1~ the ~k To area m~d· co:rmuni-
. 

cAtion wi.th the survivor very diffi cult . l!is radio was so ':teA.k th.:tt. no air · ,qft other 

than Crown 5 w,qs able to TMk·? contMt. wen the chonpe?"9 <iirectly overhoAd oi1ld not 

re~d him. The tTHF sruelch disable made canmunication p:>ssiblP.. ..\~Ain, the aek or 

fl~ equipment aboard the Crown aircraft caused delay, an .1 sone con :UsiO':'\ in ; temptin~ 

to cccm.micate with ground stations. 
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Hla11on J,.J-193 

en 17 Dec 19fn. at 092SZ Crow ' recolved a fl?·t:Q--D~ call rrm . llgor­
print. 51 that. he had oboorvcd o.n 3.ircntt 1=paot at 020/li Cb4nnol 109 .nd 
~d \ll"Cclm3o and ono chute in 111.rrht. Crown S ws :>Zl nomal orbit \lllOll .ho 
cnll ~a r c:eoivod an J'olly Creon 04 ws on no-rr-!11 :>rbit nt tn.,.t time. ·0111' 

· l oll,r Green 04 procoeded to the scene ot t,bo wrocklg'O end at 094SZ hnd :pottod 
t!lo ourvi:ror 1D t ho v.itor and at 09.53Z had picked ~ up. Upon queoti Wig 
the pilot it vu deacoverod be w.a tho tront. so~t llan ot a F-4. So:irc lnB 
oontinucd rar the bllck oel\t aurTivor and at imz "' chute w.a opottod :· d t.he 
aurv1vor we spotted undor t.bo chllte. A po.rarcecuar:zum wa lowored to 
inTa:Jtic3.te aDd it. w.• diocc,vorod be w.o doooaced, apparontl.7 due to e.~ ·otion 
tl"cq tho a.1.ror~ft. 'Ibo survivor am dccoa.:JG<! wre taken to DaNang bt " •lJJ' 
Groen 04. 

Scee ~T tire ws oboonod b7 Dlockbu~tor( ?1a'Q" war.el) &Di Can: 1ta · 
fll8ht w.s aont in to suppress SIJ3 enem,y tiro. 

'tho co.ll aign ot tho dO\ll'l F-4 w.a fhantca 52. There ws ti bit or on!uoion 
on Ju:Jt hw llla.tl1' airarllft. vcre dCNO during thio the bcoruice Fin.~crpr1: . ; 51 
aaidtho dcnmad a.ircro.ft. looked like cm 1'-81 and Wat.erbo7 ttdvised that "; h AE 
vas checkiDg on a Tide Q3(F-a). During the ~tao t.w picJc,.up•a wre be! .: 
made on l'bantca S2, JolJ.7 Oreen 03 aDl F!Dgerprint S1 wr. aearching r._ · thi~ 
F-8 v1th nogat1iw reoul~. C)ieen and Crow:i 'ude cheak11 vith tJl8 fl.er . and 
the7 co.nt~~·no,.~~t a1u1.ag. 

··-· ,'. ,., ,L" /11 .. :;/ " _,/; J ,/ .. -- ' 
si.ai.,. J. Dv.brilk• ,.,r. M.jor, tJSAJ' 
Reeaa.e er.v CClllllllDda' 
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Hisoion Narrtiti-n 17bc;, (7 
mm MISSION HARRATM IS SUDMIT'Jll) IAW ARRSM 5S-l 3Jd GP SOP 55-22 

S,\R Kiaaion on CrO\lll 6 

At 1Sl2Z the crev vae notified tbnt an P'-4 bad t:ona dow 12 miles nr t:.h 
of ()loon. 2 good chutoo o.nd 2 good boapera. Crow 6 l.tmnohed at l.840,t ld 
arrived on the aUe at 19JOZ. .l:.iirouto Crow 6 cont. .otcd Quo an and row-. tho 
area or the d0\111 pilots to be 340/51/109. 'lhe~ wre dow a.be~ Don Hoi, :irth 
VletUOJ'll about 15 miles 11t seo.. Cro\41 6 made contact wit.h Rainproof 02 \Ii:: v.is 
ovor bead a.t tbe s1 te. Tho wingnuin or Rockot 02(F-.t.I ) at4ted tha.t 02 ho.t Joen 
hit and ojootod vith good chutes and beopore. Rnnoor . l ar¥1 2 (At-lE) wrc: ill 
overhand. B1waatber 56 bad round onecre\G&D and vas p1ck1Dg him up. 'lbc: 
aocond orewnan v.is tound and p1cl..-up by the boiat trai , BiQZiother 56. Doth 
crcvnen wro in good conditions. Btpother 56 vaa dJ.reotad to transport l8 tvo 
Cre\lllen to WUd Cat (onrr1or) tar obeclc up. Bia Motl er 56 arrived a.ti. \liL Cat 
at 20~ j ;AR Joro_ea e a:m. . 
~~ --~~ /. /~ 
'lbamaa H. Niquette, . ~. USAI' 
Reeaue er.v CClllllDBlD41ir 
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'ibis mission narrat i ve is submitted IAW AR.'\S·~ 55 .. 1 Jrd GP SUP 55-22 

'
4hile on nor;:;al Crown 5 orbit a Hayday call was reci+ at appr ~ dmately 

0'712Z. Carbine 2 stated that Carbine Lead had t ·10 fire w · J light~ Uld 
was losing pover on one engine. Caroine 2 gave I tis position• as JJO/ )/CH 
109. Crown made contact with Carbine 2 am ask ltim to squawk emergfln : r. 
Crown 5 made contact with Waterboy to keep Carbine flight under posit :: re 
radar control. Red Crovn called Crown 5 and gav11 the position• or t h ·. 
Ha.ytlay ::squawk aG 149/lOJ/40. Crown 5 beaded to'W'11.rds the area and ale:· ~ed 
Queen that the Jolly Greens might be needed. At approx 0714Z Carbine :.ead 
stated that bis engines \rere burning anJhe would have to eject. Red '.; ·own 
stated that the position of the Ha,yd.a1 squa.wk we.1 158/20/CH 08. At a.. 1rox, 
0715Z Carbine Lend ejected and Carbine 2 gave hit position• as 33J/ 8o/ !fl 69. 
Crown 5 ask Queen to launch the Jolly Greene. A1prox,0718Z Carbine 2 
stated he had 2 good chutes. The navigator plot1ed the position to bn 17-35N 
107-05E. Carbine 2 stated that both men were in the water and that he 
would circle overhead at 12,000. CoveOf 152(0-2. stated that he was iii the 
area and would search for the dovn-rpilots. Crowt 5 asked Paw-,Ucket ~. ~ he 
could launch his helicopter. Paw Jtucket launchec Angel 74 and vector~' l him 
to the area. Covey 152 stated to Crown 5 that bE had both of the pil~ :s.,. 
in sight but later stated that he wasn't sure. ~ oily Green 04 tll1ci 28 :ailed 
Crown 5 '.fuid stated that t hey estimated to be in 1 he area at 0740Z. A:-- ·rox, 
0726?Carbine 2 made voice contact with Carbine LEad "B". ''B" stated ·: :lt 
both pilots were in good coooition and were about 200 feet apB..£t. Ap; ox, 
07.30 Crown 5 3.l'rived in t he area and made visual contact with vovey 1 : , 
also Canasta 507, who were both searching tile art: a. About 7 miles aw.:- · 

,, " 'l.. Q, ,\ 
werettvo..:.dest.Doyers call sign lire Horse and JOUI r.gman. Crown 5 made ·oice 
contact with Carbine Lead 11A11 who vectored Cro\111 to him. At this tiJih 

Crown 5 sent Carbine 2 to ~ tanker and to R'l'B . ~ ppro:: 0733 Crown 5 m~ a visual 
contact and dropped a 45 minute smoke to ::uirk the area: 0ro\Jll 5 vect; ed ooth 
Jolly Green 04 antl 28 and Angel 7 4 to the down pj lots. Crown tlso ve::; .ored 
both Free Horse and ibm:ro18™ Journeyman to ti:le erea. Crown 5 directc that 
Joll1 Green 04 ;>ickup Carbine lead Rjjll and Angel 74 to pickup Carbine .:: ad 11 ,;,) 

t he time was approx 0752. AIJ.eel 74 pickup "An ar.:l returned him to Fi: Horse 
to be check by the medical officer. At approximately 0757 JolJ.y Gree~ 04 

. stated that 118 '1 fell out of the sling. Jolly Gre:m 04 stated th.:it hi: PJ 
\las in the water to help 113 11 in the sling. !!tar sling was raised to he level 
of the helicopter 115 11 tried to get out of the sli :ig and get into the h. licopter. 
1'B 11 fell out of sling and t he helicopter flight e1gineer tried to catc: him;als> 
the co-pilot tried to catch him. The pilot state i that he thought th:.: · the 
man might fall so he started to lower the helicopter to the water. Jc: l y Green 
estimated that the man fell approximatel1 5 feet tnto the water. A.f tc · be 
fell into the 'Water he went over a \.lave and was n !ver seen again. Crc· n 5 
remarked the area with 45 minutes smoke . The thr ie helicopter perfonr. i an 
area search. Crown 5 per~orme.;i first an expanded square then a sector search. 
AnB61 74 had to return ~o Pa\l f)ucket. Crow 5 re:'ueld both Jolly Gree .. 3 and at 
1126Z Jolly Green 28 picked up Carbine lead "A" f :·cm Fire Horse. At l ! '~5z 

~
~e RTB all SAR. airborne forces wi. th negative s · .ght_in_g_. _____ 

1 et-~-~~-~--;i:"""-C - · 
ry J .113r~rCe:pt, USAF · OECLASSlF\EO 

Rescue CRew Comrno.nder 

l:.:::·::;s_.r:•c;;ta~E"i;;iiiii;-
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On 27 December I, Captain Larry J. Drandt , FR31: 7466, was the Recctt Crow 
Cor.:-:ander (Pilot~ aboard an HC-l)OP, oall sign: CR< 1l-IN 5. At approxima ·ly 07122 
the Go-pilot heard that Carbine Lead ( F-4) was in 1 rouble with two fir· Wfu·ning 
liGhta. Position at that time was 330°, 69 miles, Channel 109, headin 110. Pt 
ap_roximately 0714Z Carbine 2 reported to lea~ tbai Lead's number two ~ gine waz 
on =ire and burning rapidlg. At approxilllately 071:z Carbine 2 reporte< that Lead 
had ejected; positions 333 , 80 miles, Channel 109 (1735N l0705E). He ·urther 
reported of sighting t~o good chutes and one beepez. At approximately 721Z both 
men went into the water and were reported insight cy Covey 152 (0-2 FAC , . At 0726 
Carbine 2 established guard communications with Carbine Lead B (backs~ · tar) . 
Lead B reported he had the other pilot in sight and that both were in L od shape 
and in their rafts. At ap:yroximately 0730Z CROWN 5 arrived on scene,. C. scended 
overhead the qowned pilot a and at 07 33 had viaua.l c.:>ntaot with both do1·11 ed pilots. 
CROinl 5 dropped a 45 minute sea smoke to mark the P"eitions. At this t:me CROWN 5 
moved of and directed the helicopters into the area (Jolly Green 28, Jo : ly Green 
04 and Angel 74), also two American destroyers were standing by 2 mile~ to the 
south (call sign : Firehorse and Jour·neyman). At ap?roximately 07522 An .. 31 74 
moved in and hovered over Carbine Lead A for his pi)k up. Jolly Green C4 al30 
moved in over Carbine Lead B for bis pick up. Jollr Green 28 landed on the \;ater 
and began picking up the life rafts and other debri3 to clear and clear. up the are 
Angel 64 completed his piok up and was enroute to Firehorse with Carbin2 Lead A 
when at approximately 0757z Jolly Green 04 reported his survivor, Carbi'..a Lead B, 
had fallen out of the sling just as he was about to enter the heli:opte.:. . He also 
stated that the survivor had dropped approximately ~ feet back into the water and 
had drifted to the rear of the helicopter and w~un1ble to re-establish visual 
contact with Carbine Lead B. Jolly Gre~n 04 and 28 began an immediate .; 3arch of 
the area and were joined shortly by Angel 74 after 2e placed Carbine A ., ~oard the 
destroyer (Firehorse). At this time CROWN 5 ctuesti11ned Jolly Green 04 ., ; to ;.rhat 
e:cactly happened? It was at this time he stated th•t following: As Jol: r Green 04 
mo•1ed over Carbine Lead B he lowered his pararescuenan into the tlater t::> aid the 
survivor into the sling. The survivor came up in t :1e hoist and was abc·: ;; to enter 
the helicopter, assisted by the Flight Engineer. A:1 the Co- pilot covea ~o assist 
the Flight Engineer, the survivor raised his arms to> help himself into -:1e hali­
ooptar. E:r raising his arms he beg<ln sli:;;ipill.; out nf the sling. P.ea.1:!. . ~ng the 
survivor was about to fall , J ally Green 04 lowered the helicopter towa:· i the wa ta: 
The survivor fell at approximately 5 feet back into the water and disa~ : )ared to 
~he rear of the helicopter behind a wave . Jolly Gr< 1en 04 could not re-v >tablish 
visual contact with the survivor . When the survivoJ· fell back into the ;ater his 
wa.~er tdngs were still on and inflated. Jolly Green 28 had picked up o~~ · s para.­
rescwman in the water . Jolly Green 04 never re-esi abliahed visual or c·_ectronic 
contact with Carbine Lead 13 again. CROWN 5, Jolly c:reen 28 and Jolly G.::Jen 04 
re11.1ained in the immediate area and conducted a thorcugh low search until ll45Z 
(well after dark) with negative resu.l ta. Also the 1 wo destroyers oonduc·;ed a 
surface search with similar results. Throughout~ tl e search the surface vessels 
reported a sea state of zero and winds eaetprly at ]0 knots. 

;T~-;zg~ 
LARRY J. ·BR.AND'l', Captain, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 

DECLASSIFIED l-_-S_E_€_A _'rt.--f 
---------~· 
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28 December L967 

On 27 December 1967, I, Captain Thomas H. Niquette, FV)l29262, was act .:. ig in the 
position as Co-pilot aboard an ilC-l)OP, call signz CR1 lW:N 5. \·lhi:» on nor: . Ll CROWN 5 
oAbit a May Day call was received at apr1roximatal:,r 07 l2Z. Carbine 2 ::ita id the.t 
C\..rbine Lead had two fire warning lights and was losi.Jtg power on one enf;~ :e. Carbin· 
('. ~ ;avo hio position as 3J0/69/Chl09. Crown made contact with Carbine 2 · .d a:z>ked hi: 
to s~uawk emergency. Crown made contJot with Waterbo: · to keep Carbine f: ght under 
positive radar control. Red Crown called Crown 5 and gave the position c · the !fay D• 
squawk as l-19/l03/Ch40. Crown 5 ho<4ded toward the arc •a and alerted Queer. that the 
Jolly Greens .. might be needed. At approximately 07142 Carbine Lead stated hat his 
engines were burning and he would have to eject. Red Crown stated that t. e position 
of the May Day squawk was 158/20/Ch08. At approximately 0715Z Carbine 1£;: d ejected 
aod Carbine 2 gave his position as 333/80/Ch69. Crowr. 5 asked Queen to l . unch the 
Jolly-'Greens. Approximately 07182 Carbine 2 stated hE had two good chute . • The 
n~vigator plotted . the position to be 1735N 10705E. Carbine 2 stated that both men we 
in the w:lter and that he would circle overhe£id at 12,COO. Covey 152 (0- 2 stated thl 
he was in the area and would help search for the down pilots. Crown 5 ac 9d Pawtuckc 
if he could launch his helicopter. Pawtucket launchec Angel 74 and vectc 3d him to ~ 
area. Covey 152 stated to Crown that he had both of the pilots, in sight, but later 
s tated that he wasn't sure. Jolly Green 04 and.28 called Crown and state · that they 
estimated to be in the area a 07402. Ap.i;roximately 0726Z Carbine 2 made · )ice contac 
with Carbine Lead ''B". "B" stated that both pilots were in good condi tic and were 
about 200 feet apart. Approximately 0730Z Crown 5 arrived in the area ar. made visui 
contact with Covey 152 and Canasta 507 (Navy A-lE), wbo were both searcb.i:. ~ the area. 
About 7 miles away w.::re two destroyers call sign Fire forse and Jouxne:rm&.: . Crown 5 
made voice contact with Carbine Lead "A'' who vectored :rown to him. At t . Le time 
Crown 5 sent Carbine 2 to a tanker and to RTB. Approximately 0733Z Crowr. 5 made vis~ 

"':::ontnct and dropped a 45 mii:tute smoke to mark the spot. Crown 5 vectored folly Greer. 
04 and 28 and Angel 74 to the down pilots. Crown 5 al30 vectored Fire Ho~ ;e and 
Journeyman to the area. Crown 5 directed the Jolly Gr~en 04 pick up Carb:.1e Lead "B" 
and ~\ngel 74 to pick up Cftrbine Lead "A" . Angel 74 pi:::k up of "A" was mat:) and "A" 
was placed aboard Fire Horse to be checked by the medi;al officer. Appro:~ Lmately 
0757Z Jolly Green 04 stated that 11B" f.ell out of the sltng. Jolly Green O..;. stated tha 
his P.J. was in the water to help "B" in the sling. Arter the sling was :: dsed to th 
level of the helico~ter "B" tried to get out of the sl lng and get into ths heliccipter 
"B" fell out of the sling and the helicopter flight enpne~r tried to cai;c i him. Als 
the co-pilot tried to catch him. The pilot stated th~ ; he started to low•• ~ the heli­
copter to the water. Jolly Green 04 estimated that ~.1:1't ma.a fell approxim.:.~ ;ely 5 feet 
to the water. After he fell into the water he went OV111· a wave and was ne·'er seen ag 
Crown 5 re-marked the area with a 45 minute smoke. Th•• three helicopters _>er formed 
art area search. Crown 5 performed an expanded square .md then a sector ·sc :rch. Ange 
7 4 returned to Pawtucket. Crown 5 refueled both the J 1 >11¥ Greens and at ~1proxima tel, 
1126ZL, Jolly Green 28 picked up "A" from Fire Horse. . ~t ll45Z Queen RTB'd all SAR 
airborne forces with negative sightings. 

£.:it:/#, USAF 
Reeoue Crew Pilot 

DECLASSIFIED 1 __ ._s_r_c_. _~_l _2_1_z_ .. _, , 
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On 27 December 1967, I, SSgt:::--.~C~h~ar:::;l~e~yt":rW-.~R~1~o~h"a:t~a~gon, AF14533977, wa~ ;he Hadio 

Ope~ater on Crown 5. I heard Carbine Lead report engine fire warning : . . ghte on; 
#2 burning and his ejection. I saw both life rafts in the water while .he Co-pilo 
was trying to talk to Lead ''B" . I reported to Queen when Jolly Green ( . and Angel 
74 went in for the pick up . I also reported both pilots were picked u1 . Approx­
imately 10 minutes later the Jolly Green reported t1e man in the sling · .. ad fallen 
out and back i .nto the water. I reported this to Qu~en. We went back ii.. .to the 
immediate area and searched for approximatel.j' 4 hou~s without a~ sight:ng, The 
Jolly Green (04) reported when the man fell out of the sling he still h·d bis LPU 
on and it was inflated. 

I~ /)k ~ /.2& I I . ~ / I 
~ '/ltt/!tt/t{/ r1 ~c:- cud:s,-r-,,., 

CH.A.RLEf W'. RICHARDSON, SSgt, USAF 
Resoue Crew Radio Operater 
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On 27 December 1967, I, Captain Harry A Thompson, FV3121161, m10 the : .viga tor 
flying aboard CROHN 5. At approxi.ma.tely 0712Z I ht ard a "May Day" cal: from 
Carbine Lead. He stated he had a fire light and wai b.eading toward Dat!; g. At 
approximately 0715? Carbine 2 stated that Carbine LEad had ejected and !. observed 
two chutes. CROWN 5 was in the area by this time ar d descended to a lo\: r alt-
i tude to help locate the survivors in the water. A1 approximately 0730~ we locatec 
the survivors and dropped a smoke to mark their loce tion. While we were searching 
the CO-Pilot was talking with Carbine Lead B. Cove~ 152 (0-2 FAC) had : ~ cated 
both pilots at approximately 0725z. Approximately C740Z Jolly Green's C- and 28 
arrived on the scene. Aleo in the area was Angel 74. Approximately 074: Jolly 
Green 04 was hovering over one of the survivors and Angel 74 wae over th: other. 
At approximately 0747Z I observed a survivor in the sling of Jolly Greer. )4 and 
a couple of minutes later a survivor in the sling of Angel 74. 'At ap1.r o imately 
075oz Jolly Green 04 stated he did not have all¥ of t 1e survivors, so we ~gan to 
search for the remaining survivor. Ap~roximately 10 minutes later Jolly ;reen 04 
stated that the survivor had fallen otrthe sling bacc into the water. A. ;el 74 
had taken the survivor he picked up to the shiP-Fire iorse. The Jolly Gr·. m's and 
Angel 7 4 began searching the area. We also began fl; ring an expanding sq1· :.re search 
We stayed in the area until approximately 1145Z, at ;hat time we were to .. l by Queen 
to return to our base. Angel 74 had to depart the e >ene at approximate~· 0820Z. 
We did not find any evidenoe of Carbine Lead B. 

~~a:;/~~ 
~~Ag:'HOMPSON, Captain, USAF 
Rescue Crew Navigator 
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On 27 December 1967 , I MSGT . Charles ·A. Nelson, AF L9426412, wna Fligh t Engineer 
on HC-l)OP, Crown 5, when a "Nay Dny" call came in a; approximately 071~ · • The 
call ~ns from Carbine 2 that Carbine Lead was having engine trouble. He had two 
fire wo.rnin5 lights on and partial power on the ri~h·. engine. The next : rnns­
mission I received was that both men had ejected at 1.pproximatey 0715z. At this 
time Carbine 2 said he had two good chutes and one bc •eper. Carbine 2's r oxt trans­
mission was that he had lost both men as they disappEared into the cloud~ . The 
next radio call was f'rom a Covey aircraft that said l.e had both survivor: in si~ht 
in the water. Voice contact waa established from ow · aircraft (Crown 5} to Carbine 
Lead B and that both men were fine and that the fron· seater was waving ct him. 
The Carbine Pilots were ask if they had and flares? He informed Crown 5 ·that he 
did have flares. Crown 5 ask Carbine to fire a flare. Both men were si~1tcd and 
a 45 minute smoke flare was dropped by Crown 5 to mazk the location. The helicopter 
were called in for the pick up. It was decided that Jolly Green 04 and ~. 1gel 74 
would make the pick up and Jolly Green 28 would stano by. From numerous ~rans­
missions is was understood that both men had been picked up. Jolly Green 04 called 
the other choppers and ask if they picked up his parareacueman that he di•l not have 
him and that he did not pick up anyone. Jolly Green 28 said that he had 1.l4' s 
pararescueman. Another call was made to confirm the pick up's. Angel 74 said he 
had one pilot, Jolly Green 28 said he only picked up )4's parareecueman. · Jolly 
Green 04 said he didn't make a pick up, Another 45 minute smoke was drop11ed to 
mark the area. It was later learned .. from 04 that they had the man in a il :. ing up by 
the door when he raised his arms to get out of the sling into the ai.roraf·; and bad 
slipped out of the sling. The pilot of Jolly Green 0 i said the survivor !"ell 
ap_roximately 5 feet. A search was made of the area f~om the three ohoppers plus 
Crown 5 and two destroyers. The searoh was disoontinied after dark. The survivor 
was never located on the search " 

~~~ 
CHARLES A NELSON, MSgt, USAF 
Rescue Crew Flight Engineer 
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On 27 Deoember 1967, I, SSgt. Robert D. Clements, JF19566165, was a Fl. ;ht 
En0ineer on an HC-l)OP, Crown 5, when a "M~y Day" caJl came in at 07122. The call 
came from Carbine 2 who said his lead, Carbine Lead, had engine problem:: i.nd then 
monents later is was heard over the air that Carbine l's good engine 1·ra::: »n fire. 
~:onents later at approximately 07152 both men ejeotec. Carbine 2 said h!' had two 
good chutes and one beeper, then he said both men disappeared into the c : >uds . 
Monents later a Covey that was in the area said he had both men in sight Ln the 
water. Voice contact wus made with our aircraft at about 0725Z with Cac~ , ~ne Lead 
B. He said both men were all right and that the front seater was waving ~t him. 
Approximately two minutes later both men were sighted and 45 minute amok~' flare 
was dropped to mark their location. Simultaneously ere of the men lighted L red 
saoke flare. Three helicopters converged on the scene and is was decide: that 
Jolley Green 04 and Angel 74 would pick up the men ani Jolly Green 2L wo1 ... d stand 
bJ in reserve. It was understood from numerous transnissions that both r. in were 
picked up. Then Jolly Green 04 said he did not pick ~p anybody and that •is PJ 
was missing. Jolly Green 28 came back and said he hai 04 's PJ. Another .moke was 
immediately dropped to mark the scene. A little late.:- it wao learned f'r.: ... Jolly 
Green 04 that they had had the man in the sling and t1at as he was level ·ith the 
door that he put his hands over his head and fell fro:l the sling. The pi. ot of 
JQlly Green 04 later said his co-pilot had gone out o. ~ his seat to aseie"t in getting 
tne man a.board. After the man fell from the sling th1' pilotof Jolly Gree. 04 
descended and estimates it was only a matter of 5 fee; or so the man fell. A very 
methodical search by three heliooptere, two destroyer11 and one HC-l30P pre ved fruit­
less and was discontinued after it was oompletely darl: at approximately 1J45z. 

~~c?/L .. ~L 
ROBERT D. CLEMENTS, SSgt, USAF ,'. 
Rescue Crew Flight Engineer ·· 
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28 Docember 1,67 

On 27 December 1967, I, TSgt . Jessie T. Jones, AF ~3226520, was the Lo· :imaster 
or. Crown 5 during the SAR effort for Carbine Lead wh> had ejected. Upon r-eceiving 
a c:::er.:;ency call, the RCC instructed me to prepare a M.A- 1 Kit . Also to .:. ::>ad t he 
flnre launch tubes. After accomplishing this I assuned my scanner dutie : as left 
~canner. At this time we were proceeding to the are.L of the downed pilo :.o to begin 
a low level search. lfe were in the area for about f .ve minutes before w: spotted 
tho downed pilots. They were approximately 100 yard;1 apart. At this ti:n3 a flare 
was fired that landed approximately halfway between ·;he dolf11ed pilots. :·: 3 continue' 
to circle the area until the Jolly Green's were over the downed pilots f;) ~ the pick 
up, which was approximately 20 minutes. I did not lo 1ow both pilots had ,;.')t been 
picked up until approximately ten minutes after the ~ally Green's had pu~ led out of 
the area. We continued our searoh for the other pilc1t until approximate:.r 1950 hoUJ 
local. 

/)~ ~/1~ 
~'SIE T. JONE~~ Sgt, USAF 
Rescue Crew Load.master 
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NISSION No. 1-3-199 D:=CLASSIFIED 
Mission Narrat1Te 

CBown 5 launched at 1220! on regulAr airbome miee Lon control crperatio:- , Intel• 

llgence ~•ting had 1noluded some data on the mb •ing aircraft call ei n 

Misty )1 with two SOB. Reported on station at 1335 I,nomal SAR orbit. 

Shortly attar arr1Y1ng on orbit Queen brieted on V1 IF that th97 bellneri th.t 

the Ma..,. search which had beci conduoted tor Mis· .y Jl hatt been errone · B.y 

directed to the poei tion or Spud 14 and Tiny ill -.thn had reported a beeJ: - ~ 

but did not get a r1x on ita position. 1llther the :aat known poeition o '" the 

0 0 0 
aircr~rt waa at 0050Z 20 Dea wu 16 32' N - 104 51' E 050 track de 1 :.-

0 0 
!nation 17 1+2'N - 106 29' E , request electronic 1 urch. 

AT 1415 Loe&l Misty Jl ai.rbome "1th same call eigr aa downed aircraft l" 1~orted 

recieving a beeper but \t&a unable to pin.,tnt ita location because or t ? 1 lack 

ot UHF /TJfl equip1ent continuous calla tor the downec aircraft on guard p: -duced 

negative results. Misty Jl was joined by Mlety 41. and A continuous eye::..:· ng 

tram ~irborn• t.Ankers waa begun, At 1530 Miat7 31 raportsd a loud bee'Der 

0 
that was responding to canmands, position 040 /70nm /oh 77. Crown 5 cou: 

at no time recieve any eignal fr<D the ground. a:rmn 2 1cranbled the Sar. tee 

5 and 6 tran ChaM•l 89 baaed on this intarmat1cn, ~hey proceede to the !nae 

and held aw'liting turthel" developements. Crown S r•luested assistance rr-n 

th• Nrty through ied 8rown but no aircraft vere Avai .able. In the meant1:· 1 

niety Jl retuned to the t.cinker, breaking contact wit' 1 th• b~per. t Fou: r­

l05a vere offered to the effort by Cricket but Miat1 adrlsad that the wea · 1er ind 

terrain vere aueh thl\t they vould probabl.Jr be useleat • Hellther in the ar<' 1 ""a 

reriorted ae bases ot OYereaet 400Clisl te rain uo tc 2000 Mst and tape o" 
' 

,.,ercaet at 7500. At 1600 Crown 2 na directed to re turn to nonM.l. orbit 'T 

ting , s"ndiea to hold weat or the tenoe until wic• contact could be eet;. ·llehed 

dth the he ~Rf4:8id 6 wef• !lTB to Channel 86 anr. Misty 

~ (V -5'l-



.31 re 

prior to checlcing out ~not.her beepar report tor Canpreee. At 1645 Miet~ · 31 

again o6ked up the beeper at poeition 005°/22nm/Chn. At 1715 Voice 0 1· tact 

with the survivor was eatabl•shed • Then ensued a 2ontinuoue cont.tiot re apprax-

imat•l1' 15 minutes in which it vae eetabll•hed tha ~ both pilots halll be<· captured 

and Miet7 Jll the front seat pilot. was 1n poseesion or his survival radi . and , ) 

being permitted to uae it.. Hie two NVI guard• wppeared to be quite amie.' le 

and talked to The airborne Miet7 31 al'l}t attempt wa11 made to cajole the uarda 

into returning the survivors to "Freedom Bridge", v: .t~ doubtt'ul success. At 

1730 .Misty ~ 41 dropped below the overcllat tor a lo<•k and wr:s !Jrmed1atel:; 

tired on by three 57MM positions It XE .380824. At i he same time cont.act r-1e loat 

with the survivors and not reest•blished although at temote continued unt:. ~ 

lStO. During thia time eev•l att.empta were made u contact the guarda~ w11· Im 

using Vietnam••• phra•••· At 1840 Misty 4l RTB because no further "P" t r 1ker 

sup-port v"e anil.&ble alth<J18h all agencies Md been quoried. Miaty 4l ~ - st 

traneiaeione pradsed that search would begin again the next day. 

At 2205 Gunt1ghter 1 and 8 arrived ln the area with ' Vietnamese liguiet 

who be~an tranad.tting in both ~glieh and Vietnamese- continuing 18 un "11 

2220 when bi• bingo time was up. At 22JO Crown 5 RT 3. 

StJMMARit l. Both survivors were reported to be ingo>d Physical condition . 

2. The area was extreme~ hot. 

). At no time Cid Crown S reciwe either lleeper or Voice conta ! ~. 

4. No contact vi.th the survivors was made i.t't.er the M1at7 w11a r::. .·ed on. 

5. Th• suni•cr •tated that he was being 1.akan to Hanoi. 

WU,Tm K. CRAB 

D~CLASSIFIED 
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SUPPJ.l!)(OOAL REJ'OHT (Crown 2) 

MISSION No. 1-3-199 

At appraxiJna •.eq 0732Z Misty 32 repor 1 ed a beeper, hie pod.ti n wa1 C OfTO/ch'rl. 

Miety )1 nt'\de •everRl call• on guArci llrd asked quee11one to be answered ~ y beeper 

ton••. Crown 2 vae un" ble to ce>py the beeper but W 11ty )l report d the · oeper 

'Wllll reaponiing to hie question•. With thi• Wormat ion Crown 2 rtJQuestr.. that 

Sandles be launched rrm channel 89 to 'lllt!liat in locating the miaain~ pi ote. 

Also Crown 2 requested throuP,h Cricket the use of high performume airer ~ rt 

with UHF/OF capability to attfinrpt to "Doeitiveiy lOCAte the down pilots. : ll"inB 

this tiJne Crown 2 moved from normal orbit to the ll0 /)0-16nm/ch89. Movi · j toward 

this poaiUon, Crown 2 began picking up the beeper b11t was unable to trt < due 

to iai low power. At 0730 Crown 2 recieved traa Cr1 :lcet "Ciarbine"ni~ht, 2 Fl.a 

which Crown 2 directed to the area. A.leo Sandi" 5 ~ 6 became airborne ·· ~ KJE!'UDC. 

Mia chamel 89, checked in and proceeded to the arc l. A• Carbine moved ~aw•rd 

the area at apprax. 0800, the beeper ~~in went oft the air And would n ·- ·. reepnd 

to Misty 31 cAlle. Carbine night remained in the 1rea until o830s, bu· waa unble 

to pick up ·~ beeper tones. This was aleo true tar tliaty 31,Crown 2, S: .diee 

5&6and 2 P'Aes nail 20 and 36 who were in the area. At 0830Z Carbine. wa: bingo 

and RTB b7 Crown 2. Misty 31 reported the weather 1.11 the area ae Broken .o 

overcast \rsaeee at 2000 teet and Ul'lWorkable b7 high pertormance airdratt. Since 

there had been no beeper tor aver 20 minutes, Crown 2 did not request ar 1Uonal 

higt: pe rormanc• airorart. H++•tW... :Lb:dWx Cra.n 2 ws directed to . eturn 

to normal orbit and turn the 1111.aeion OYer to Crawn 5, At 0915 Miety Sl e· tablleed 

Toice cont.Act W1 th th• dONned Y.iety 31A PU ot. Crowr 2 ar 5 vere unable o hear 

the down pilots TOioe rJr bet-per. Frora the one aide< CCl\Yeration Carri~ on 

bf Misty )l Cr°"" 2 wae able to detertin• that th• blck eat pilot had "c. n captured 

- position unknown, 31 A inroateastefi l"¥ been captured but . thou~t. t it 
fn tJ ~ ] • , At> ..s., ~'1it~~:::""'"'.'I~;.:.::;:::.__~ 

he could OQl'\rlce hie guard tg troe h111 Car mmq. I.. . DECLASSIFIED 
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Mission Narrative 1-.3-200 22. Dec 

At CY721Z iUllsboro advised Crow 5 that 'rlha.le 't.7-2 (F-~' s) W3S do..­
at 150/29/89 and Covey 23600-2) reported t WO good c lutes. Joll1 Green 
and 28 were launched from 89 with an ETA of 0810Z. Postscript l49(Navy ~-4's) 
were d irected to area for possible cover. Covey 23) stated .he 'to/as in v .. . ce 
contact with backseater and marine gunships were in area. Covey 14 the; ca111e 
on scene ~d began to FAC the fighters in on gun po 3itions. At 0805Z c. rey 236 
reported that Eagle claw(A marine gunship) had pick?d up backseater but 1ad 
no contact "1.th other pilot. At this time 9 flts. )f CAP were overhead 1ith 
two flts. of Hobo's. Cover 14 began directing air 3trikes on grouoo f i. · i away· 
from downed plane. 5 flits. dropped bombs. Samie 3 5-8 arrived on see . 1 and 
took comma.ni and began search for second pilot with no results. 0850Z , . . 1 
sets were released beco.use 8 A-lE' s were in area "1. th 2+.30 playtime. C<J 'G1 
l4 and 236, Sandies 5 and 6 made an extensive searc l of area with no re ~: · llts. 
Backse11ter then was asked if he ever sav or talked t.o other pilot, he s · .d 
they were very low and he never saw other pilot and he was only in chute for 
approx 10 sec. before hitting ground. Covey 236 r e >orted both chuts hD.L. been 
destroyed by fireball of plane after it hit. At 09 JOZ all forces were :-. 'B'd 
with no result on pilot. Ce>-pilot was taken to Chai 85 and vas unharmecl. 
Jolly Green's CY7 and 28 were never used ani held in safe area. They R'IT1 d 
a.ni gave an ETA of lOOOZ to Chan 94. Crow ; gave i well done to all A/i! 
and re~ned to orbit. 

Glen i. Nemecek, Capt, USAF 
Rescue Crev Camnander 
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Mission Narrative 25 Dec 6 

l. Cro\Jl'l l departed fran udorn at 2326Z and w: .s immediately direct. l 
by Compress to intercept and escort Lamplighter o;~(ClJOflareship) who 
w-as inbound to Udorn with number J and 4 engines ;'eathered. Crown int . ~ 
cepted Lamplighter 02 at 350/86/CH 86. Two jerse; r aircraft were escor ~ i.ng 
Lamplighter 02 and Crown 1 released them. Larapl:.ghter 02 said he was 
very short of fuel and might not make Udorn, but · ~hen said his enginee:::­
bad refigured and be thought he could mnke it. C1·ow escorted Lampllgi; t.er 
02 to Udorn where he made an uneventful laming. 

2. 'The only difficulty encountered was in penetrnting the Hagie circl·~ 
arouhd Vientane. urigham told us we had clearanc11 thru:~it to entercep :. 
LaJnplighter 02, but that neither Crown nor the JeJ·seys had clearance b ·. !k 
thru it while esc r~ orting Lamplighter . Crow a.skec. uoth Compress and E: ~ Lgham 
to obta.iJ:l clearance for Crown as Lamplighter rout11 of flight was direc t Ly 
thru the Hagie Cricle . Clearance could not be ob ;ained initially, and 
Crown vas ordered by Compress to have 16mplighter mat detour out around the 
Magic Circle. Crown, with great reluctance, was . ust turning to comply with 
this order when Brigham advised clearance was rec11 iged, and Crow conti:m.ed 
to escort Lamplighter. 

Teddy R. Cbr~stian, Capt, USAF 
Rescue Crev Bommander 
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Mission Narrative 2-3-96 25 Dec 67 

1. Sandy 5/6 were escorting Hotel 56 who was to land at CH77 on a SF ::ial 
•. 1ission. (Crow 1 had heard talk over the radios inc .icating this, and al. o that 
CH77 hand been under attack, but Compress advised C1·own that it was a SJ: cial 11 

mission which did not concern Crown). While Hotel ~ 6 was at CID7, mo tar rounds 
were fired at him. He immediately took off, leav~ 2 or 3 passenger a, r aaded 
west, and called on guard that he was hit and would crash shortly. Sand~· 5 
advised hlim of a clear area approx J miles away but H56 stated he could r.ot aake 
it. 
2. Sandy 5 and i:taven 534 watched him crash and about lOnm west of cr:77, 
JJ5/60 CHa9 at 0948Z. Two or tbree people were see1 1 to leave the helico• ter 
and run off toward the south. Crow 1 , who ws close to CH89, heard th·:: 
calls and relaj'1:)d to Compress who scrambled Jolly G1 oeen 36/20 and Sandy 7 /8 
from CH89. 
3. Sandy 5/6, Raven 534 and Nail 54 orbited the c i ash site. Jolly Gre~ n 36/ 
20 and &indy 7/8 arrived at 10J5Z, and lowered a pa.1 ·a.rescuemnn who checl: d 
Hotel 56. No one was in the helicopter, am the tw11 or three i:eople who had 
been seen \Jere not found. Search in the immediate 1.rea was ~l: 
continued until after dark, and the SAR effert uusp. :nded at 1815Z. 
4. Thia ws an Air America helicopter, and the pilttts voice was not ame:· ican. 
Probabl1 the account for them leaving the crash situ and not contacting t he 
SAR force on a survival radio. 
5. Crown obtained Nail 48, who was in the area and had five parachute f:i.l.I'es, 
from Hillsbbro. Since the Jol11 Greens arriVtild o~ · 20 min beforedark, :rown 
considered e. few parachute flares might be useful ilL making a pickup if '.!ala1s 
were encountered. A C-lJO flare ship was not consic ered necessar1, since 
searching umer flares was not considered practical 

Teddy R. Christian, Capt, US.AF 
Rescue Crew C0Jm1ander 
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Mission Narrative l - J- 201 25 Dec 67 

l. .1.•'urbritches 170(TF-9) with tw sob was downed by ground fire at appr~ :imate 
position 2J0.26/CH69(1J0/45/CH85) . The pilots eject£d and landed in the .ountains, 
in heavey folia:~e, a fe" hundred meters apart. They had ejected in the c ourfa, a 
had not seen each other land, and did not knoew thei1 relative positions. aoth 
came up on beeper, and later on voice. doth talked clmly on their radio: con­
sidering their circumstances) llJld were able to help the Sandya find them y listen­
ing for aircraft a.nd then reporting the direction of toe soun:i. Due to c nse · 
foliage a.00 low clouds they vere uncalble to identifj any land marks to ::: d 
in locating them. One of them hcd on injured r.and, c nd the other wn.s un· rrued . 
One of them 'Was requested to authenicate which he die, and then identifi~ . ii 
the voice of the other survivor. 
2. 'uenn directed Crown 1 to proceed to the crash s)te at 0216Z, and Crc· n 
1 arrived 3.t 0254z. Crown tra.cke<l in on tw strong l:eeper singnal~ one ::.. an 
each of the survivors. An almost continuous cloud deck with tops at 800( ft 
and bases 1500 ft to 2500 ft in the mountain valleys completely covered t e 
area . Th.e cook tracker and the two UHF homers diffeied somewhat, as in 
normal at la t i rude, and possibly the tw simultanaoue beeper signals deg:-... ded 
their accuracy. Crown, flying above the cluds, located the survivors wit . in 
a small area centered around 122/42/CH85. Crown did not get voice contac until 
OJJ6Z . Probable cau e of delay was that even througr one survivor might urn 
off his beeper to talk or listen, the other survivor~ beeper blocked voic· • A 
lo~ pass over them might have aler ted them to turn ojf their beepers at : · e same 
ti.me, but the cloud cover prevented hhis. 
J. Jolley Green 10/ 27 arrived at OJ34Z and held clear, Sandys 5/6/8 ar· ived 
at OJ52Z and i)egan looking for boles in t '.1e cloud co,er. 
4. Covey 040(FAC <>-2) let down thru hole and was hj t b y ground fire at 0408Z. 
He was \IOUlldeq in the neck, but \nS safe ly led out b y Sand1 5. He recov1 red ~G 
CH85. Bloo~ .Lempest, flying ne~.r Cove7 040 wen he " as hit, climbed up a1'd got 
an approximate Tacan position of l38/27/CHS5 for the ground fire. 
5 • The "'a.nays worked their way back in wider the cJ ouds close enough tc ~t 
vlice contact at 040JZ. Becau~e of the weather, terrain, end jun~le, it - ~sn't 
until 043az that Sandy felt he was close enough to tell Furbritches tof:.: e a 
smoke signal. Sandy spotted the SI:loke , anc.l called i! Jolly Green 10/7.7, : wo 
Sandys rerrlevoused with them to escort them in. It took much longer tbar. normal 
to get back 1n because of the weather. 
6 . Once they got on scene, Jolly Jreen 10 quic~ recovered to first ::-lll at 
054].Z. Hobo 33/34 escorted Jolly Green 10 to Danang, and all forces ..,ere re­
leased from the S;\R . 
7 • Aircraft 1n the area unier Crown control were; l~vebug 505(2 F-8) He:.:l high 
and dry from 0245Z until release by Crown at 0345Z vh m the i:>andys arriv£.: . • 
Ringneck 506(2 F-8) Same as Lovebug 505. Hostage 4-2(Aunships) Held above ~louds 
OJJOZ until 04.JOZ, RTB to refuel and return. Hobo 33/J4(A- l) Held OJ45Z .mtil 
pickup. Covey 040(0-2 FAC )-searched with Sandy until lit at 0408Z. Black i'empest 
qas hit and provided location of grou.rrl fire. l'rall J4 (FAC )-attempted ti: search 
under the clouds but wns ull3ble to find hole. pig 04 (FAC)-same as Trail J.'~ · 
Scarface 4-l(Gunship )-dispatched by Plutcrat after Ho itage flight depa.r.tu:.·1. Pick 
up was m~e before arrival on scene. Sandy 5/6/7/8 - OJ52Z until pickup •. folly 
Green 10/'Zl- OJ34Z Wltil pickup. 

/ 
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o:ctASSlFIED BE8HET ... 

a. Numerous aircraft contacted Crown and volunteered services, and e 
a major problem was in selecting only" those which u ight be usefull Jee 

, ... "' 
~ .:. 

\.lere z Hl•u••• >aduuLUJm the first fighters on scene, bu th they were rel.e.?. :d when iX 
the Sandye arrived, and no more jets were requested because of the 1.1eatt . • 
The best aid in narrowing dow the se:.ircb area \las for the suriivors to lport 
when they heard an aircraft, an:i increasing the rruml: er of seo.rch a ircraf -
increase the difficulty of determing whcib aircraft the survivor \13.S hec. · i.ng. 
For this reason, the assistance of several FACS was refused. 
9. While Jolly Green 10 was making the pickup Queen ordered Crow to : .fuel 
the Jolly Greens on their way out. The Jolly Green~ had plenty of fuel ~ > 
make CH69, which was only 27NM, and even enough to II alee C.H94. Crown cou ·. l see 
no useful purpose in refueling, which would delay tr.e return of the surv rors 
and subject both Crow and the Jolly to possible grcund fire. Crown obj :ted 
t;,o this order, and after three radio calls Queen re~cinded the order . J~ 1.ly 
1.1reen 10 landed at CH94. 
10. This would not have been an usually difficult mission excep fo1· the 
\.18:>.ther. Good beepers and voice contact made it ea~y for Crown to locat:· the ~ 
survivors while flying above the clouds. However, the Sandys bad to go !: msider­
able distance to find a bole thru which to letdown, and then had conside;.· tble 
difficulty in working their wy back in thru the moco.tains. At low altL:tde 
their TACAN was useless , ani they vere unable to hear the beeper or vice until 
they were al.most over the survivors. The Sand:ys spent l+JO, and the Jol:.r Grren 
a.bout 0.JO at very low altitude at the ba:le of the cloud de ck close to wi: :re 
Covery 040 was hit, and presumabl1 close to vhere P\irbritehes 170 was hi ·~. 

Teddy It. Christian, Capt, USA.l 
Rescue Crew Commander 
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(Advent 12) -
This rnis :; ion ns.rrat.ive is submitted IA\·/ AR:~SM 55-l 3rd GP SUP 55-22 

/""". ·~ 

l .... 

On the 29th of December 1967, Crown 1 w~s launcted early for a firs t light 
S;\R mission on A.Dvent 12 \.lhich ha.d :;one down on the ru ght of the 28th. Cr . 1.m 1 
arrived in tbe area of Cll89 and contacted Alleycat (C-130 ARCCC ) riDi he s t tad 
that a Nail FAC (0-2) would be contacting Crown on SAf UHF Primary. Adver: · 12 
went down at approximately 090/60~/CH89, 17-25N 105-4:E. S:miies 5/6/7/8 · ec~e 
airborne a.nd con~:icted Crown and sto.t~d that they \.IOU:.d be holding in the .: rea of 
085/50/CH39 till all forces were a:.sembled. Jolly GrEen 16 & 20 contacted Crown 1 
and stated that they iJere heading towards the holding area. Crown 1 contc· ted 
Nail 46 Slxi he s t.ated he was inbound to the area. of tt .e down pilots. Croi,.,-:: l heard 
a beeper and DF it to the area of Advent 1.2. Crown c; ll,~d on guard IH?(24:· .(}) 
and requested that Advent 12 hold on his beeper till h~1sked for it also · nat we 
would be in to get them out in a.bout one half hour. Crown l contacted Cr1~ et (C*.30 
AiCCC) 3lXi told him that fighters were needed for a Si.R.1.i...B~j;~.en Crown l nd Cricket 
a schedule was worked out so that there would always he.:..fighter aircraft c· er the 
down pilots for at least a 2 hour period. Crow fo\W . out through Intellti• enee 
that an Arc light was scheduled for a point 3 miles n•>rtb of the down !>ilc s , 
Crow asked Cricket and Compress to get it diverted. Nail 46 made beeper · hen voice 
contact with both .Advent 12! and B. ''B n had a head in, ury, wns :lizzy and , ,.. s numb. 
Crown sent in the first group of fighter call xqs si,:n Stii•u Sticks 75A nd B 
92F-4B). Sandy 5 and 6 entered the area am. also mad· 1 voice contact \iii th he dow 
pilots, Sandy 5 requested more fighters and Crown se.1t in Gunfighters 1 <?, d 2(F-4C ) 
CroW'n had stacked in the holdi:ig area three flights a; all times. Crown r.quested 
tankers from Compress ard received Blue Anchors 7-0 a id 75P to take cure o. · the 
different types of aircraft refueling needs. Nail 46 ask for another set .f fighters 
Power House l 3.nd 2 (A-4) DJtt we.Be sent into the are 1. At this ti.me the ·tmh 5 
ask for Nail 46 to keep a. steady stream of fighter go Lng in on a line tha. :- he marked 
while the Jolly Greens tried for a pickup. Crow sen::. Cobalt l-4(F 105), 'atched 1-4 
(F 1-5) Simmer l-4(F 105), Hobo ll and 12 (A lE) to la.il 46 cont:.rol. Ad'-" nt l2A 
was pickup \.Ii t~ ft>o much ~rouble but "I3" was very had i to find. After bo ·-· cilots 
W'E!re picked up, Jolly Green 16 \lho t11<1de the pickup st1ted thD.t "A" a& had 'JA3h 
burn<:" cut.s a.ad .:ack injury. "B" bad a cut over the ri5ht eye and injuries ~o both 
legs. Crown called Invert to have a doctor meet Jollr Green 16. All SAR .'orces 

~ 
, . .f(y . . / . 

. , / I ~~ ..... ,,_/" . / i · 'f.t'A 
s H. NiquEfttr, ,-'"t;tain, USAF 

Resyue Crev Ccmma.nd~~P' 
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1. Beeper were received from t.he two pilots who had ejected from Histy ~ L 
(F-100 FAC) 3.t 0811.Z, approximate position 313/45 CHto9(later located as 
100/98 CH 89). Jolly Green 10/ZT were scrambled f'ron ClU09, Sandys 6/6/"18 
from CH89. 

2. Numerous offers of help were received by Crown 5 fran fii~hta in the i.rea. 
The following flights were used as top cover for a s1ort while until thi~:~s 
were organized. they were then released. 

a. Sadd.leback 501/516 (A-4) 
b. Wildcat (i/.it/JiJ (4 F-105) 
c, Bison (4 F-)l05) 

3. Other flight (4 F-105 Iron.hands with Shrieks) arrived on scene at C~'. !2Z 
and got voce contuct with both survivors. 'lhis fliipt cycled on/off tan Jrs 
in pairs so as to maintain SAM defense at alll times. They were on seen~ until 
pickup was made, and were very helpful to the Sandys in locating the sur· · .vors and iJ 
controling the top sover. 

4. Hillsboro eave Crown the following flights which held high and dry n:: . 
cycled on/off tanker 

a. Sharkbait (2 F-40) 
b. l1arlin (2 F-105) 
c. Spitfire (2 F-4) 

5. Crow requested and received Canasta 402/410 .fron Har!>ormaster 2. 'l'h.~y 
rendezvous with Sand.ye and sta:red on scene until picrup was ma.de. '!he H-·. 'Y 
also dispatched a Clemintine rtelicopter. Crown rele 1sed him prior to hi ;:; 
arrival on scene when it became apparent that the Jo Uy Greens wou4d be ::·1 

scene quicker. 

6. Jolly Green 10/Z? held clear of the .:irea and ren.iezvous Sandy 7/8. . \lldy 
5/6 :irrived in the are"\ at 09~5Z. i.ieather in the ar~a W!l.S continous clc:; .. s 
tops 8000 1 cases 1000 ~o 3000'. ~andys had considerible difficulty find~ 1g .ma 
holes a.IX,\ in working their way into the survivors. otter orbited above · te 
clouds, talking to the survivors, am gave Sandy 5/6 tones for homing in 
under the clouds. Sandy 5/6 located the survivors at 0948:l and Sandy 7/;.; 
escorted in Jolly Green 10/Zl. Joll7 Green 10 pickei up the first man at 
l035Z, and the second at 1042Z. ill sorces were rehase frcm the SA.,_ er::: 1rt 
7. 
7. Problems; 

a. 'Ihe only major problem was due to the low ceiling. Otter flight, by 
orbiting high over the survivors and giving Sandy to1es for homing, got ~·~ndy 
close enough to receive the survivors beeper and voi::e. Sandy had diffk:ilty 
getting a visual, bpt pen gun flares fired b1 the survivors solved that ;::. ·oblem. 

b. Crown., as usual, had too many fliehts ta.lkin~ ~n rescue frequenc~ 's 
volunteering aid. Some of these flight had little or no armaments and vi. ·1 
little fuel, and Crown would have been wiser to have refused tho aid of r.• ire 

flights than he did. 'lb.is problem was stnaishtened 01t by coordination W:. ;h Hii:i: 
Hillboro about 30 minutes after the mission started, ~rown. would have beet; 
better off to have coordinated the matter vi.th Hillsboro as soon as the mL ;ion 
brok instead of dealing with ill.di vidual flights. 

c. Cannntn'ications with the Sandys would be more effidient a.Di lees :.. ·rita.ting 

to all if, wen they call Cr1 they wu1d say which radio freq they are : :i. 
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S''CiAQ'I 1 
Sandys called (jrO\IIl on J64.2, 243 . o and 12l.l. Th« •ir normal. call 11Cro· , 
~3.lld;r" is too short for Crow t;o identify the frEtq by shut~ off r:idi , so 
1,;rown il111.St guess as to which freq to answer. CrOWl 1 usua.117 gueosed wr< r, 
a.n.d ::is.ndy becrune irritated that Crow was so ling · 11 answring him. 

Teddy R. Christian, Captain, USAF 
Rescue Grev Commander 
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Capt. t~zenrdt (cr..a·m J) 

TO i C<J121!\IX!cr 
J9 ,.mw 

t. '1'~ 110 mi.onion n;1rrntivo la subnitt.od in acoordD.nco "1th A!t..PS :~"nlal 5· ·1 
D.r:d J1'i Croup Slipp. 1 to Arms H.o.rruol 55-1. 

2. ;':.i.ct'rTOUP.d ir.fon: ... ;tiona On 14 Jnn. 6e, at ~pr.rcximatol:r c9001., Prcv 
(U3.-il>) ""as ohot. dO'r.u 't.rj .l. ~·=in at ap~rox.irnt.ol,y 2~C :.- 1 C445E. Hul..ti,lo • 
-..:ore ~c.:u"t1 at. t.ha.t t.1.L'le nrxi la\.er that .:i.i'tcrr.001! voi co c"nt.act \-·.:.o ~tab 
with 4 or the 7 crow me:1oore ahonrd rrevicw 1. 'fho crew · :o~.~ers cont::..ct 
r·rcview PiJ.ot, 1.avi.r;:rtor, Inol.ructor r~vic~.tor ar.d Ji:lven 4 (£:0). :.;L ~c 
~coo wn.o cloc \.q; in, tho eurdvors wure edvicod to clooe d.:J\':n their r:uU. 

!W 1 
•epcro 
.::ihcd 
l ;:cres 
·'.lrk-

1 n.rxi 
th'~ t. a SJ\R would bo rooi;;;icd nt firnt liGlt. P.rcvi6'1 i'ilot; ror.(Jrtcd he h : n 
br~J..on lee. Tho ot~er crew Cia-lbe:·a et..1tcd Lh(I!' \\Ora in e-ood Gliape. 'rho ".)llow­
iq; orni•'!f.• 15 Jan. 6C, tho SAR wa& rom.i.coct, h<.MeVcr, t.he wrot.hor int:. 
\-lll::i wo oo<.1 tor · •. ho !'arccn to ~vcr and effect a rec·.)very. Tho ~,m ,,. . 
t.c:.1;:orar:l..ly Guc;oJ-.ded ur:til l.:ltor that n!'torr.oon \llhe'l tho \:<nt."ter !::~; rov 
cuffir-.!.or.tly to al.low 5P.R forces to or.t.er tho arm. /\t .:ipr.ro.x.lc:lt.ely (/). 
\-.tlilo atta .. pt.~ to loc:.i.te an:l recover curvivors, Jolly Green ~O (: ii:-3~:) 
about 5-10 :ul.ea wost of ~ f'~:view aurvivorn. !iti<> rtl; ~rtcr Jolly Crc 
cr~hcd, ~ho ~t.l :o:r ~:.i.ri r.llvcd ln arrl tho ~i\R torc~o hnd to be 'Wit.hdrn' 
~ll:>l:cvor, ourv val r<ldio cor.t:,ct. \;; ,& c.;;.do with Jolly ~reen 20 ,..i~ report.cw: 
crew ;;:cr::con r~·1 ourvivt'\1 the t::rauh but J !..'.ld rcea!vtx11.'\!u.ries. The . «.:~. 
bru;.oi 1 l~f; , t!;e Co~iiJ or. n. bnd a:.t. .:.,f, hie. .ir.n ,,;!d. l.41n P.::.rorc!Jcus:ia:i a brc. 
ar.d lee. !iinco du.rlcr:eao \·m,:s cloo.:.r.t; .in, oll nurvi\'t>:''S were told to cloo:· 
thoir rodioo Wltil f.irnt li;)l.t. 'i!!rouzr~ut 16 Jiln. jF., t..ho v.eo.t.~cr in t! 
r<kili.od W:\'forl·:.r.ulo ~ ~ !\1.-thcr :;:..n cfr0rt!l ·::ere lt.to-:i;.:ted t.ho.t cw.y. 
wrnir.r, ot ~ha 17t.'1, 1..ho b'IJ:\t !~r jjn;-irovcd nr.d :Ul. .-it,l1~cics ·.:ere r..ot.ir!od 
anot.hor ~Al! o!!ort .... uuld t;o at.ta.~ntccl., 

'trw-·a 
. then 

.... , 
rn.::ihed 
20 

• 
:-.11 5 

en :uu 
clot;n 
~roa 

=• tho 

J. At ar.· ro.xi.7tt.lt.ely 0:21 lZ, Cl'O\-m J (l\..1.~) lr.lO l.i.un :hed !ro:i ~corn :~·~·/,a 'ili.:>.i-
1..'lnd far i'<>DGi~lo SM l!lffort on Jolly Gr<.-en 20 ;url f' :-evi~( 1. Juot. .J.!te1· :,eCCA­
ir.g ni.rl'Orno, p~osinr, l O,COO !cot, C:ro\m J c.~·:oricnc ~ a bui'fct.t. .b~ ar;Ct : :;l.. .;~ . 
Tho loft l'lcanner rtY""Ort.cd that the lc!t rei"Jf'l!r.{~ ho ;o nt.tl r:!elcd ..)Ut. .:i::c: w.d 
!le;~ratcd fro .: the aircr::.rt. C?'Q\rJtl 3 rorl'r' .. ed tho n >pro~~te po:sit.lon r. 1rc5:; 
tOJC9I:: to Ccc~>roos arrl Sriphnn :ird C0nt.inucd on the nl!:Dio:t ::dnce the rit t r~oo 
i.'t'a.:S o~·arntioml and could be used for rt'fuellr.,;. Cl' 1wn J thon cont:i.ct.cd ro\..n 1 
to .ti.rd cut lih,'\t Jolly Greeno Crawn J mu t.o refuel. Cro-111-n 3 W-·8 d.irectt to :ict 
no t..lnkor and rc1\J.cl Jolly Groen 69 ar:d 71 (IUl-5J). Cro;m 1 \l' .... O to t.11\e :..ro of 
the oo:-i.·~ica.t.ions rart. of Ule mi:l~ion. Crown 3 w11s .1'\u"t!u~.r inf'.;mcd th ~ .:'oll.J' 
Green 69 azd 71 t.cci 1.'.lur.ched fnm L:ima 9f'! '\M wcro a Lrmey enrouto t.<.> n t ldil!t; 
arcu to ' :ait. for r:00d c-:>n ' . .:lct. with tho down crew z.1a~l 1orn. &"\J"\cb" t and 2 \11.) 
,roro in the aro:~ of tho <latm crow ticnbol'O to chf.lck o, l rndio c ..1ntn.ct, a.loo ~ho 
t:o:.1tl1cr. Tho ll.P! ·:roxi.ma.to ro'1it.1ot1 of the nurviwr~ wao 095 ndial tor (: cllos, 
ch:~rncl 97 (2C2Ci'.! l044SE). Cl"O'lm J oontRct.~ ·.;l'O\~r' · 1'or l:it; C.\P in tho rc:i 

Uw.t Cl"{Mn J 'WOUld b.a ro.fuol: nc the Jol~ Groorus. C; 'Own t ot..ated that ~ >it 1 
~ 2 (F-4) wero in the o.roo a.rd that ThlGtic t 12,3 aid 4 (F-4) wvld bo r L'.lciri.g 
Ca:Jbit. The CAP woold be on lJHF 259.0. Crown J con·;uc:t.ed the CAP and 1• 'mod 
t.hm tha.t. Crolfn J v.:u> ontoring tho nroo. <J! ~ 36 t.4 1 retuel. At. GJCOZ C. >hn J 
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retuoled Jo~ Groen 71 :;.:o edlee ooat ot L1JJa J6 with appro7..1mato~ 62CC. ou: ·de 
Cit !Uol. :\t t.he ond ot the refUel.lnc, Gl"O\m 1 cont:i ctcd Crown J t.o at.:tt thc..t 
~ 1 &"lid tJ1e \..-oothor in tho DAR r.ro:i "'a:J 1.ot ouJ tnblo ror A rcocuo ,;. . . a .:r.· t. 
nrd t.hnt. ill forc:os \oler·e rot.urninr,. ~-ey 1 nr.d 2 1 oturnod to cl-.....nr ol 7• . Jolly 
Greon 69 aJXi 71 "..,re w lnnd at I.i1:'4 J6. c~ J rd'1olcd JollJ Croo.'1 G on tho 
\..tlY back to Lir&L .36 tdt.h np;:iro.xir:i..'\tely 6CGO puunds ~ t 0.355Z. Jolly Gree·. f:/} .11"4 
71 landod u.t. U:Jn 36 npj·roy~toly 0417Z am CrtMl ; returned to orbit c: ,r:nol 
?~~ . FiratJ~ lJ o.nd 14 ( A1E) \;ere divurtcd trcn th8lr t'rnged oio~ion :uxi :f'Jnt. 
ir:to the ~3 to orbit n.nd look tor holee Cl" c \KXl'U' or broak ovor the Zi\"' oceno. 
Arrivint; nt n;proxitlo.t.ely 04.JOZ. 

4. At a•) roxir;l,i.te~ 05CO'l Firotly' 1.3 nrx! 14 report<d the '-'C:\thcr ho..:l !r.• 'OVod 
a.nd t.ila t tt:07 \:cro a'blo to pC"r.Btr.'.lte tJio ove~ct j1: at west 0£ roc.te (01 .r.U were 
n:>w ;;rocecdir'*1 t:.p & vnJ.ley VFR on 4p;:roxi."nto:ly the UO .rndia.l fur 60 na: :a ot 
'10rth ~t.ation (Ch. 97). The e :"'r.; rorl".ll'.tll ~ift. P. ".rca. Firofly 1 J r'?e.> .. norl<! ' ~ that 
t!10 hclicoptcro ue launched and a SAR ntte:iptcd. Ci own J rcUiyed Ulia i 'orra tion 
to Ccr.!;ress nnd ohortly theroo.ttcr Joll,r c.:T~en (\9 .-.r:i 71 were bur.chcd f_ i:.l ~"la 
,36. : :h1J e F~~:cy 13 r&.'3inOO a.t:. tl10 :;.\R GCone1 ard in c:ontact wit.h tho : -ev!°" 
ai..:rvivoro, Firefly 14 r-roceoicd bo.ck up thA valley t :> tho holo W!J t. of r t.o COJ 
to pick up Jolly Creon 69 ond 71 arxJ cr.Joort tha~ up t.be valley ur.dor t.hc vc.rca:>t 
to tho aurv!voM. 'l'he Fire.fl.yo .:ird Jolly Greonn \.;ero 1n th·~ o.rro nt C..5l.. . ar.d pro­
cCC<!od with the pick up. Jolly Green 69 \ma low, 71 ~aD hlf;h. J->lly Gr n 61

) 

loentcd a.'1d rcoovored Preview Pilot at appro~"\teJy C6tOZ, coved en nnd ickod up 
tho .Ir.ntructor , ·avig:\tor at. aprroxinntely (.;6-'5 and ' ... :1e !Q.ven at. 06J5Z. J that 
U!!'-o r.o ot.h~ f'roviow survi vu rs could he 1:~r, t.ar.to'.1 a r- loc.:itod • .\t C645i.: . .Jol.JJ 
Green 6CJ clrrl 71, Firo!'.17 1 J a.n:l 14 br-:1~~n oeresain; t io nre'l. Jolly Gree:' 69 ar.d. 
7T both rep:lrtcd they now lt.:.d bin&.:> ~uol tor c! ·~.nnel 70 (Udorn). F~ 13 re­
:.'Ort<3d he L.ad n roug.'l runnir.e e;-.p:ir.e n.rA a oil ct..-:r !isht. Firet'JJ" l 4 t -: urcd ho 
rod lcs:J the1~ bir.co .f'uel for cMnr.el 70. Jul,lJ• Creori 69. Piretl,y t) ar.d 4 ~er• 
inat.ructod to IU'D c!.annel 70. 'l'his t-1.10 accoc;>li."hai wit.bout turthcr inc::: ent. 
However, Firefly 1.) .:ind 14 ::rocoeded clle.r.d ot .!o.U: :.!recn 69 bccauco o£ · •. oir 
crit.ie~l oneir.e nrx1 !\lol ct:-.t.ue. 

5. As Firefly 1) :.ndl4 ,.-ere O~.;rw?!i&in~· .' t.'l Jolly Cr~n 69, ~~ J u.rd ' · :;.:Tivod 
a.rd took ovar aa "on oceno" cu:~i.'.l.: <!or £roe P'iretly 1 3. ,\t this tJJ:io li-:o:: r .:11:d 
voico C\)n:.ac:t w:.3 ~t®li!lhed ucti;cefl t.r;o Joll:; Grcei i. ;,,c ot:r1i voro .::J.d ::.... dv 3 ~rd 
4. Aloo at t.hio tilZlo, tho SAR forcca \';Cl'S o~ored 't. l~;h C.:.apreso to :'~- orr,n.r.iv . .i 
ne follolal: Jolly Green 71, a.tter air ~ruol1.1tt wit1 Cro~n J, w.:i:> to re ill 1r. 
th• arm •11th ~nd;y J an:i 4. Firofl.7 15 nm 16, \oiiho h."ld !Jee:: ·~~ ... ortcd ~:. ~/O!'G 20 
:"lir:ut.~ fra::a tl.o aroa, ,.,, ro to join ur ~11t.h Jolly Cr)9?1 16 (. -J::.) ;,ho ht t~cpo.rt­
ed UJ::t.L J6 an~ was a} oo cnrottte t • ., U10 :Jeane. :\t f! :-:Jt c~~;;ro:i::s ~rar:t~ • . !.4' Creon 
t6 to hold ~t tho 'Lordcr ard join up \./ith :irefJ.¥ 15 and t6, hawll'Vur, C...:. reoa 
Jn:.cr clunrcd ,folly G~n 16 to ;:-rocood tc. tho ec~ne. It \::;ia oriri."l.'.11~ l.:iru1ed 
ti:.o.t. Jolly Creon t 6 wuld 1::cl<e the roe:>vory of Joll.1 Green 20 survivorn, i ut this 
\il;l.9 later cha• coo to Jolly r;roen 71 b~c:iuao 71 l'na n Lrro~"' on ::;cono nr.d ~. c r:e.'.!thor 
wa~ [;ettiq; ~rso. Sinco Croim .3 was to refuel Jollr· Croon 71 rrior t::> t. . o Joll3' 
Green 20 !JJ\n of fort, Crcnm .3 110'V0d into tho 5.\R aro:i Md dc:ieondcd, but \.: ro ::ot. 
able to cont.'.lct Jolly Green 71 bccauae ho and :'°>ar.dy .)and 4 lit'Cro alrGldy ;,rki..13 
with t.ho Jolly Croon ..20 ourvivora. Refuol.1.r1e \.ao tt~ m pct:it.ronod u:itil t . Jolly 
Groen .20 pick up we ca:Ipletoo. At ar-: roxmat<>l:r C7. ~sz Jo~ Green 71 , .. c. :. ii .to 
& r.ovor cr.d bc@n tJ1e roc:JVery ot the 5 Jolly' Graen ao crew. Jo~ Crocr. 7t told 
t.he eurvivoro to hu.rzy becnuao the weather l-'·~o ·ov-l.n ~ 1r. fa.:Jt. Aleo duri. ~ the 
pick up it Yao report.ad t.htlt 71 WlB loo!Jizll: !'.lel fro" 1 ar. \Jnkno-.m muse. 'fl; 
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