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'ARARESCUE TECHNICIAN - A/C William]. Flowers of Milwau­
tu poses in front of a HH-3E jolly Green Giant helicopter. Airman 
:;-lowers, who is assigned to the 38th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
)quadron's Detachment 7, participated in the rescue of 19 persons in a 
even-day period recently. 
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DA. NANG - "The 'most re- · • Due to w4'.1ght llmltatlons, Air· 
~arding job anyone could have," man. Flowers was left behind·. 
is the way AtC William ·~ J. "I didn't know I was going to 

' Flowers describes hiS work: be left," he said, "and ·was 
.Tlie ~rear-o~d · native . or surprised when the helicopter 

• Milwpukee Is well qualified to took off wllhout me. 
l make such a statement.· Of the "I had no way to conta<'t 

·. 28 persons he has rescued In . them as my radio was out," he 
i tw~ tours ·here, 19 were picked continued, "and I felt a little 

up In a recent seven-day period. excited and apprehensive as I 
Assigned to the 38th Aerospace h9i1ew there were enemy for. ces 

l Rescue ond Recovery Squadron'• · Ls the area. But I knew they 
Detachment 7, the young olrmon would come back and get me. 

, Is o pororescue technician 'Oft a His confldence was confirmed 
. HH-3E Jolly Green Giant hell· when the helicopter returned In 
· copter. about on hour to pick him up. 

· The first of the recent rescues 
in which he was in\•olved took Airman Flowers' first tour in 
place on Jan. 11 when six u. s. \'ietnam was also at Da Nang 
Navy personnel were picked u p · 
from a powerless barge In 
choppy seas 12 miles south of 
here. 

'•When we got them aboar1l,­
bowever, all the sailors were 
in good shape except for being 
wet and cold," he continued. 

The next rescue come four ( :i- .. ~rv c. / 
doys loter when Airman Flowers 4::--
plcked up nine U. S. servicemen 
In the span of opout one hour. 

At 5 : 50 p. m., two Jolly 
Green Giants were returning lo 
Da Nang when one was forced 
to crash land due lo mcd1ani­
cal difficullles in the Da Nang 
Bay some 10 miles north of lhc 
bn:<c. The second helicopter 
with Ah-man FJowers aboard: 
went to the scene and made 
lh_!_ pickup. 

wl1ere he was a · pararescue 
technician aboard an HH-43 
Huskie helicopter. He departed 
here lo 196.5 and served a year 
at Prestwick Airport, Scotland; 
before volunteering to return • 

When asked why he volun. 
teered, Airman Flowers said, 
"1 never really gave lt m~cll 
thought. I heard they were 
loo}c.lng for . volunteers and it 
seemed itki 'the right thing to 
do - so 1 volunteered." 

Airman Flowers bas been 
awarded ' the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, the Bronze Star 
and the Air Medal with 11 oak 
leaf clusters. 



The second rescue of the day 
CatUc at 6: 55 p. ni. when an 
emergency call was received 
from a U. S. Navy tug with five 
persons aboard that had run 
aground in Da Nang Bay. The 
pickup was nccompllsbed wi­
thin 30 minutes after the heli­
copter reached the scene. 

On Jan. 17, Airman Flowers was 
aboard o u.· S. Morine Corps 
CH.47 Chinook helicopter os o 
volunteer crewman when they 
received o c:oll to pick up four 
U S. Army aviators from o dow­
ned UH- IE helicopter which hod 
c:roshed three milH from Quong 
Tri. 

"It was a relatively simple 
mission," said.Airman Flowers. 
'•The downed cr('w was shook 
up a Jittlc and pr~ll.) · ., ,...,,..,~, 

but In good shape," he . conclu­
ded. 

Reflecting on hJs most memo­
rable rescue operation which 
came during his first tour here, 
Aifman Flowers said, "Our sis­
ter ship had been shot down by 
enemy f]re and J was lowered 
to the ground' . to give aid to 
the crew. 

"After receiving medical at­
tc.n\i<}n they we«>, taken aboard 
the chopper," he continued, 
"and flown to the nearest base 
for further medical . atten\lon." 


