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2. (C) At 0710Z Carbine Lead (F- C) ejected at JJ0°/80/Ch 69. Jolly 
Greens 28 and 04 were scrambled m Quang Tri by Queen at 0715Z towli.rd 
the area via radar vectors from Waterboy. At 0724Z, Covey 152 (0-2) 
reported he had sighted both pilots in the water in their life rafts. At 
0745Z both Jolly Greens arrived in the area and Crown 5 stated he had ·the 
survivors in sight and ws marking their position \Ii.th smoke. Jolly 
Green 04 sighted the smoke first, advised JG 28 and Angel 74 (Navy HU-2) 
and proceeded to the immediate area. JG 04 sighted both survivors and 
elected to attempt the rescue on the- furthest survivor so as not to be in 
the approach path of the other helicopters. At approximately 0750Z JG 04 
ws established in a JO' or IJJ' hover over the survivor. The Rescue 
Specialist vas deployed into the water to aid the survivor in donning the 
rescue sling (Horse Collar). The Rescue specialist experienced some 
difficulty and had to get behind the survivor who ws highly excited !1Jld 
grabbing the horse coll.a.r rather than donning it properly. Only after 
deflating the left side of tbe survivor's I.PU was the Rescue Specialist 
able to put the survivor in the sling. T'ae survivor ws hoisted normally 
to the door of JG 04 and at that time, instead of allowing himself to be 
turned around and pulled into the aircraft backwards, he t ried to reach 
for the FE and climb in fonrard. In doin so he fell out of the hor 

but manage grasp arm of the ll8 g gineer told 
RCC and C.0-pilot what \l&S happening and that he was going to need 

help. The Co-pilot llzlnediately unstrapped and the RCC started a descent. 
The survivor was banging outside and the co-pilot grasped the survivor's 
right arm as the FE ws holding the survivor's left arm. The survivor's 
lef't arm slipped from the FE' s grasp and it. \of8.S not possible for .the 
Co-pilot to hold on to the survivor. At this time the aircra£t ws about 
five feet ott the water. The survivor drifted to the left under the 
helicopter aDd \l&S imediately sighted drifting to the rear of the 
aircraft by the Co-pilot who had ,gone to the left \lindow. The Co-pilot 
hurried to the af't ramp and dropped the ramp. The survivor was seen 
trashing in the water \Ii th his LPU attached. The Co-pilot went on to the 
ramp, but the survivor was out ·of reach. The survivor was carried upward 
~ a swell and disappeared, The survivor never reapoeared._ The CO-pilot 
urrfed to the cockpit and told the RCC tO illt the helicopter ~ turn 

it around. The area was searched thoroughly, but the survivor could not 
be seen. JG 28 picked up the Rescue Specialist from JG 04 who had 
drifted away from the area. Angel 74 recovered the second survivor and 
placed him on one of the destroyers where he ws picked up later by JG 28 
and returned to Channel 94. Jolly Greens 28 and 04, Crown 5, Angel 74, 
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and two Navy destroyers con ed. the search until at least one hour after 
dark. The destroyers continued the search, but with negative results. 

3. (U) Crewmembers of Jolly Greens: 

JOIJ.Y GHW 28 

RCC. Major Donald G. Simpson 
RCCP Captain Walter R. Blackwell 
FE SSgt Robert H. Bal.dvin 
RS Sgt Michael L. Walker 

~JU) /J.~11--1 
~ D. BRISCOE, 1st Lt, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 
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DECLASSIFIED 

i[.OUiI GREW 04 

RCC 1st Lt Jerald D. Briscoe 
RCCP Captain Frank Cardile 
FE Sgt DaVid Rodri~ez 
RS Sgt Vincent E. Deets 

GROUP 4 

Downgraded at 3 year 
intervals; declassified 

after 12 year$ 



·r· SECRET 2e D•c•mb•~ ?61 

On 27 December 1967, I, SSgt. Charley W. Richardson, AF14533977, wao .he Hadio 
Ope~ater on Crown 5. I heard Carbine Lead report engine fire warning : .. ghta on; 
#2 burning and his ejection. I saw both life rafts in the water while .he Co-pile 
was trying to talk to Lead "B". I reported to Queen when Jolly Green ( . and Angel 
74 went in for the pick up. I also reported both pilots were picked u1 . Approx­
imately 10 minutes later the Jolly Green reported the man in the sling .. ad fallen 
out and back into the water. I reported this to Queen. We went back .:.. .to the 
immediate area and searched for approximately 4 hours without any sight: ng. The 
Jolly Green (04) reported when the man fell out of the sling he still h· d hie LPU 
on and it was inflated. 

/., , ... I h I /) / /~ 
~ 1~tt1tft/'1/ ·Jrt~-~cud:S,-r-/ 

CHARLEY w. RICHARDSON, SSgt' USAF 
Rescue Crew Radio Operater 
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I SECRET 
~------- 28 December l~ 7 . --

On 27 December 1967, I MSGT. Charles ·A. Nelson, AF19426412, was Fligh ! Engineer 
on HC-l)OP, Crown 5, when a "May Dll.Y" call came in at approximately 071~ : • The 
call :·ma from Carbine 2 that Carbine Lead was having engine trouble. He ho.d two 
fire warning lights on and partial power on the ri~ht engine. The next · rans­
mission I received was that both men had ejected at approximatey 0715z. At this 
ti;ne Carbino 2 said he had two good chutes and one beeper. Carbine 2's roxt trans­
mission was that he had lost both men as they disappeared into the cloud_. The 
next radio call was from a Covey aircraft that said he had both survivor: in si0ht 
in the water. Voice contact was established from our aircraft (Crown 5) to Carbine 
Lead B and that both men were fine and that the front seater was waving ct him. 
The Carbine Pilots were ask if they had and flares? He informed Crown 5 ·that he 
did have flares. Crown 5 ask Carbine to fire a flare. Doth men were si~1tcd and 
a 45 minute smoke flare was dropped by Crown 5 to mark the location. The helioopteI 
were called in for the pick up. It was decided that Jolly Green 04 and A1gel 74 
would make the pick up and Jolly Green 28 would stand by. From numerous ·;rans­
missions is was understood that both men had been picked up. Jolly Green 04 called 
the other choppers and ask if they picked up his pararescueman that he di·L not have 
him and that he did not pick up anyone, Jolly Green 28 said that he had :>4's 
pararescueman. Another call was made to confirm the pick up's . Angel 74 so.id he 
had one pilot , Jolly Green 28 said he only picked up 04's parareacueman. · Jolly 
Green 04 said he didn 1 t make a. pick up. Another 45 minute smoke was drop~1ed to 
mark the area. It was later · learned .from 04 that they had the man in a c :.ing up by 
the door when he raised his arms to get out of the sling into the airoraf·; and had 
slipped out of the sling. The pilot of Jolly Green 04 said the survivor !'ell 
ap.roximately 5 feet. A search was made ot the areaft'om the three ohoppe~s plus 
Crown 5 and two destroyers. The searoh was discontinued after dark. The survivor 
was never located on the search · 

~CL~ 
CHARLES A NELSON, MSgt, USAF 
Rescue Crew Flight Engineer 
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J7 ARR.sq Hist, Oct - Dec 1967 14. 

Flight. :·our A-lEs. At 0515Z J 0 lly Green 10 recovered Me.i or George E. 

fritzah, 069383. and Captain Allen D, Smil91, 0900Q4. USMC. 

(36) l-J-202, V Dec 1967, at 0?15Z Jolly Green 28 and 04 were 

scrambled fro~ Quang Tri to 330°/80/69, 80 miles North of Hue, to 

recover the crew 0£ a USAF F-4C. At 0750Z Jolly Green 04 started to 

pick up one survivor. As the survivor was hoisted toward the door he 

slipped out of the slL"lg and fell back into the water. He was seen. 

on the left side of the aircraft and Jolly Green 04 landed to atten:pt 

the recovery. The survivor was seen ~mentari.ly after the landing, 

but then disappeared. A search was conducted with negative results. 

Veo.nwhile, a Navy UH-2 picked up the other cre\lJDSmber. Names of the 

survivor and vict im are unknown. 

(37) l-3-203, .30 Dec 1967, at 0820Z Jolly Green 10 and V were 

scrambled from Quang Tri, RVN to 315°/54/103, 54 miles North-Northwest 

of Quang Tri, to recover the yrew of a USAF F-lOOF. RESCORT was 

provided by Sandy 5, 6, 7 and 8, four USAF A-lEs. At l035Z Jolly 

Green 10 picked up Major Pona1d Simpson. USAF and Captain 

Donald Snxder. FR58700. USAF. 

Stn1MARY: In thirty-seven mis~ions this quarter, twenty missions 

resulted in the recovery of forty-two personnel. This number is 

further broken down into two categories - aircrew recoveries and 

medical evacuations. The aircrev recovery personnel were six U.S. 

' Ar'llf1', seven U.S. Marines, and s ixteen U.S. Air Force. Medical 

ttVacuation vas acc3n:plisn• indigenous. {South Vietnamese), 

two U.S. Marines, one U.S. ArlT\Y. and two U.S. Navy. 



lie Zped to be tied to the tree. I looked up, 
gave the thwnbs up sign to the f><lI'amedic, and 
they puZZed me up to the door of the chopper. 

Captain Walbridge ccmmented that the ride back to Nakhon Phan001, 

Thailand, was the best helicopter ride in the world. His ride back, 

however, was to a great extent possible by his own actions in the air­

craft before ejecting, while descending in his parachute, and while in 

the jungle; he had done everything right. 

Everything Wrong 

Not so fortunate was a young backseat Lieutenant who had every­

thing going for him, except himself. On 27 December 1967, Carbine 1, 

an F-4C fr001 Da Nang, was hit by probably automatic weapons fire five 

miles west of Quang Khe, 60 miles north of the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) 

in North Vietnam. The aircraft c001T1ander managed to nurse the crippled 

aircraft about 20 miles out over the Gulf of Tonkin, giving both Air 

Force and Navy SAR forces ample time to get the rescue operation under 

way. The sea state was mild, and both pilots were in their rafts and 

sighted when the helicopters arrived about 35 minutes after ejection. 

The aircraft carrnander popped smoke, and was picked up by a Navy HU-2 
3/ 

without significant difficulty.- The backseater, however, was busily 

paving the way to his own early demise. With Jolly Green 04, an HH-3E 

helicopter from the 37th ARRS at Da Nang, in a 30 to 40 foot hover over 

him, the Lieutenant refused to leave his raft, even though both sides 
4/ 

of his life preserver were inflated.- The downwash of the big heli-

copter simply blew him out fr001 under the rescue aircraft . A Rescue 

5 

Robert1
Line



·••td _,,,,,,,, .. , .. 
projecting sl.ITlp drain of the HH-3E when he fell from the helicopter, 

leav1ng him without flotation. However, it appeared that the primary 

cause of t he accident lay in the fatal lapse of memory, on the part 

of the fighter pilot, about well-known and well-briefed hoist procedures 

and techniques. 
y 

Neither of the foregoing is an extreme example of the adventures 

undergone by downed aircrew members between 1964 and 1971, but both 

serve to illuminate the many facets of escape, evas ion, and survival 

during the period. Training, planning, familiarity with Life Support 

equipment, awareness of SAR methods, keeping a clear head and avoiding 

injury or shock, all are reflected in the portrayed examples. 

Captain Walbridge's every action, from the time he was first hit, 

was calculated to give both him and his rescuers the highest chances 

for successful recovery . He inmediately headed his F-105 away from 

the target area and toward a safer ejection point; he selected an 

eject-decision altitude and stuck to it, ejecting after making certain 

he was thoroughly set up for it and in position; he looked around for 

the best landing area during his descent. and then steered his 

parachute toward it; seeing he would land in trees, he followed perfect 

tree-landing procedures to best protect himself from injury; he turned 

his beeper off so that it would not drown out his voice transmissions. 

Af ter Captain Walbridge came to a stop in the tree, he displayed 

excellent j udgment in lashing himself and his gear to the tree, and taking 

a long drink of water to help him avoid shock. Then he set about helping 

7 



the SAR Task Force in their rescue efforts. 

The Captain called the ground fire to his own flight members and 

to the A-lEs when they came in, so that they could avoid it or suppress 

it; he pinpointed his position for them, and 1ave them his physical 

condition and situation in the tree so that tiey could better plan 

their SAR procedures; he retained and tied hii survival equipment to 

himself, and had an alternate plan in mind sh>uld further evasion be­

come necessary. Finally, he followed exact p·ocedures for penetrator 

and hoist' operation, even putting his helmet hack on with the visor 

down to help protect himself from injury duri 11g the lift up through the 

branches. 

The unfortunate Lieutenant, with an easy recovery virtually 

assured, panicked, and in doing so violated a·most every known water 

recovery, hoist and sling operation, and heli copter entry procedure . 

It cost him his life. 

These two examples have been just that - examples. Quite likely, 

many downed creitm1embers "followed the book", but were killed or cap­

tured . A great many, by their own admissions, disregarded E and E 

principles, panicked, injured themselves, or tJok unnecessary risks, 

but nonetheless were recovered. The sorties of their experiences, both 

negative and positive, add up to an impressive library of lessons­

learned about evasion and escape in Southeast \sia. 

8 
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Specialist was then deployed into the water t> assist the Lieutenant 

in donning the "Horse Collar" type rescue sli 1g. He swam to the survivor 

and succeeded in gett ing him away from the ra =t, but then experienced a 

great deal of difficulty in getting the panic :ing backseater into the 

sling , for the pilot was highly excited and w1s grabbing at the horse 

collar instead of slipping into it properly. Only after the rescue 

specialist deflated one side of the Lieutenan :'s life-jacket could he 

get the frightened flyer properly into the ho ·se collar. 
?J 

The hoist went normally, but instead of .taying with his back to 

the HH-3 and allowing the flight engineer to >ull him into the helicopter, 

the survivor turned around and grabbed at the engineer to he l p himself 

inside. Instead, he slipped fran the col lar tnd saved himself from 

falling 30 to 40 feet only by grasping at the FE's (flight engineer's) 

ann. While the aircraft c001t1ander of the Jol y Green began a descent, 

the co-pilot came back to help the FE . The b1ckseater slipped from 

both their grasps and fell about five feet in :o the water. The co-pilot 

saw the man in the water drifting to the rear and under the helicopter, so 

he ran to the rear ramp and opened it . A ltho11gh the co-pilot cou 1 d not 

reach him , he saw the stricken offi cer t hrasi 1g i n the water behind the 

helicopter until a swell covered him and he d sappeared. He did not 
§/ 

reappear. The area was thoroughly searched hy the helicopters and Navy 

destroyers but the downed crewman could not b•! found. He was listed 
7J 

as Killed in Action. A later report indicat•!d that the lost pilot may 

have punctured the inflated side of his LPU ( ife preserver) on a 

6 , 
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'''l_]]/ .J9 
li1s; n· of the 39'~ ARRS 
JC/ b~r December 1967 

----- DE<; Eu :~ 
iECAlk+ \ J. 7 DtC (Q ; ---

Mission Narrative 

'ibis mission narrative is submitted IAW ,.\R.'\S·~ 55 -1 Jrd GP SUP 55-22 

'
1hile on nor:.1al Crown 5 orbit a l-iayday call was recieved at appr . d...11atel:y 

0712Z. Carbine 2 stated that Carbine Lead had t.ro fire w+g light~ Uld 
was losing power on one engine. CariJine 2 gave lis position• as JJO/ )/CH 
109. Crow made contact with Carbine 2 a.rd ask i.im to squawk emergon . r. 
Crown 5 made contact with Waterboy to keep Carbi1e flight under posit " re 
radar control. Red Crown called Crow 5 and gav3 the posltiont of t h 
Haytl ay squawk aG 14 9 /lOJ / 40. Crown 5 headed tov U'd s the area a.nd a.le:· ;ed 
Queen that the Jolly Greens might be needed. At approx 0714Z Carbine .ead 
stated that his engines wre burning anJhe would have to eject. Red : ·own 
stated that the position of the Mayday squawk wa.1 158/20/CH 08. At a 1rox, 
0715Z Carbine lead ejected o.nd Carbine 2 gave hi 1 posi tionf as JJJ/so, :H 69. 
Crown 5 ask Queen to launch the Jolly Greens. A ;prox, 0718Z Carbine 2 
stated he had 2 good chutes. The navigator plot ~d the position to iJc: 17-J5N 
107-05E. Carbine 2 stated that both men were in the water and that hn 
would circle overhead at 12,000. Covety 152(0-2 1stated that he was i!l the 
area and would search for the down..,.pilots. Cro\f.l 5 asked Paw;rocket :. : he 
could launch his helicopter. Paw bucket launchec ~ Angel 74 and vectort : him 
to the area. Covey 152 stated to Crown 5 that bu had both of the piL :s.,.. 
in sight) but later stated that he wasn't sure. :oily Green 04 a.ncl 28 :alled 
Crown 5 and stated that they estimated to be in .he area at 0740Z. A- •rox, 
0726?Carbine 2 made voice contact with Carbine L< iad ''B". 1'B 11 stated ·. at 
both pilots were in gocxi coalition and were abou·. 200 feet apart. Ap: ox, 
0730 Crown 5 arrived in the area and made visual contact with Covey 1 '. , 
9.lso Canasta 507, uho were both searching the art a.. About 7 miles aw · 
werettuoJ.destDoyers call sign" lire Hor::ie" and 

1

Jow·~an: Crown 5 made ·oice 
contact t.fith Carbine Lead 11A. 11 who vectored Crovn to him. At this tim, 
Crown 5 sent Carbine 2 to .:i tanker and to RTB. , ppro:~ ·)7JJ Crown 5 m-; a visual 
contact .1l'ld dropped a 45 minute smoke to ~ark thE aren: Grown 5 vect~ ed ooth 
Jolly Green 04 and 28 and Angel 74 to the down :>:lots . Crown also ve : .ored 
both F±:ee Horse and lbwaqua:ax Journeyman to the crea. Crown 5 direct< that 
Joll:y Green 04 ?ickup Carbine Lead 111.3 11 and Angel 74 to pickup Caroir.e ~ad 11 ,;. 11 

the time was approx 0752. Angel 74 pickup 11A11 a.rd returned him to Fi: Horse.) 
to be check b1 the medical officer. At approxilllrtely 0757 Jolly Greer: 04 

,stated that 11B" fell out of the sling. Jolly Green 04 stated tho.t hi: PJ 
\./as in the water to help 1'8 11 in tbe sling. Arter sling was raised to he level 
of tbe helicopter ''B" tried to get out of the sling and get into the i: . licopter. 
"B 11 fell out of sling aod the helicopter flight engineer tried to catc ' him a.Js> 
the co-piloi; tried to ca.tcb him . The pilot stated that he thought thl:: the1 

man might fall so he started to lower the helicoi:ter to the water. Jc.: l:y Green 
estimated that the man fell approximatel:y 5 feet into the water. Af t.c he 
fell into the \later he vent over a wave and was ngver seen again. Crc· n 5 
remarked the area with 45 minutes smuke. The thr :ie helicopter per for.;. i an 
area search. Crown 5 perfio~ first an expanded square then a sector search, 
Aneel 74 had to return ~ Paw Ducket. Crow 5 re. ~ueld both Jolly Gree. s and at 
ll26Z Joll7 Green 28 picked up Carbine Lead "A" f .·001 Fire Horse. At 1 ' ~5Z 

~~~ a:i~ :~::;~~ ~e:ative s .gbting. 'ED 
t;;i.:; J .l'Sr~~t, USAF · U ~ V L • 
Rescue CRev Commander 



._, J. I\ J.. !J . ·1 - u ... ---------
DECl_ASSIFIED - 28 Deoembe. 19~7 

On 27 December 1967, I, Captain Harry A Thompson, - - .. ------t wnc the . . vigator 
flying aboard CROWN 5. At approximately 0712Z I h )ard a "Z.1ay Day" cal: from 
Carbine Lead. He stated he had a fire light and wa J heading toward DaN: g. At 
approximately 0715? Carbine 2 stated that Carbine L•lad had ejected and i. observed 
two chutes . CROWN 5 was in the area by this time a:1d descended to a lo\. r alt-
i tu de to help locate the survivors in the water. A'; approximately 07 30~ ·.;e lo ca tee 
the survivors and dropped a smoke to mark their locution. While we were searching 
the CO- Pilot was talking with Carbine Lead B. Cove~· 152 (0-2 FAC) bad ~ ~ cated 
both pilots at approximately 0725z . Approximately c174oz Jolly Green ' s C- and 28 
arrived on the scene. Aleo in the area was Angel 71.. Approximately 074 : Jolly 
Green 04 was hovering over one of the survivors and Angel 74 was over th: other. 
At approximately 0747Z I observed a survivor in the sling of Jolly Greer. )4 and 
a couple of minutes later a survivor in the sling oj Angel 74. ·At ap! .ro imately 
07502 Jolly Green 04 stated he did not have any of ihe survivors, so we ?gan to 
search for the remaining survivor. Approximately lC minutes later Jolly :reen 04 
stated that the survivor had fallen o.trthe sling back into the water. A. ;el 74 
had taken the survivor be picked up to the shiP-Firehorse. The Jolly Gr·. in's and 
Angel 7 4 began searching the area. We also began fl ring an expanding sq1 · :.re search 
We stayed in the area until approximately 1145Z, at that time we were to :_ l by Queen 
to return to our base . Angel 74 bad to depart the eoene at approximatel~: 0820Z. 
We did not find any evidence of Carbine Lead B. 

~Lta:J/~~ 
HJ5Xt"A Q:'HOMPSON, Captain, USAF 
Rescue Crew Navigator 
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On 27 December 1967, I, TSgt. Jessie T. Jones, _ _ , was the Lo: :imaster 
or. Crown 5 during the SAR effort for Carbine Lead wto had ejected. Upon ~eceiving 
a c::;eraency call, the RCC instructed me to prepare s M.A-1 Kit. Also to ~ ::>ad the 
flare launch tubes. After accomplishing this. I ass~med my scanner dutie : as left 
zcanner. At this time we were proceeding to the area of the downed pilo t ~ to begin 
a low level search. We were in the area for about five minutes before w: spot t ed 
the downed pilots. They were approximately 100 yards apart. At this t~n 3 a flare 
was fired that landed approximately hal:fway between the downed pilots. :;3 continue 
to circle the area until the Jolly Green' a were over the downed pilots fo.::- the pick 
up, which was approximately 20 minutes. . I did not know both pilots had .;:·)t been 
picked up until approximately ten minutes after the Jolly Green's had pu ~. Led out of 
the area. We continued our eearoh for the other pilot until approximate :.:..r 1950 hou; 
local • 

. /7 d~ ---:; /'~ 
~SIE T. JONE~~ Sgt, USAF 
Rescue Crew Load.master 
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On 27 December 1967, I, SSgt. Robert D, Clements, _ , was a Fl ;ht 

Eni;ineer on an HC-130P, Crown 5, when a "M9-Y Day" ca ll came in at 0712Z. The call 
came from Carbine 2 who said his lead, Carbine Lead, had engine problemc i.nd then 
monents later is was heard over the air that Carbine l's good engine ':rac ·m fire, 
~:onents later at approximately 0715Z both men ejeote•l. Carbine 2 said h· · had two 
good chutes and one beeper, then he said both men di ;1appeared into the c :. >Uds. 
Monents later a Covey that was in the area said he h<Ld both men in sight Ln the 
water. Voice contact wns made with our aircraft at nbout 0725Z with Car: :.ne Lead 
B. He said both men were all right and that the froHt seater was waving Lt him. 
Ap~roximately two minutes later both men were sighte< l and 45 minute smokt · flare 
was dropped to mark their location. Simultaneously ~ of the men lighted l red 
S(90ke flare. Three helicopters converged on the sce11e and is was decide ~ that 
Jolley Green 04 and Angel 7 4 would pick up the men ai.d Jolly Green 2t> wo1 ... d stand 
b,9 in reserve. It was understood from numerous tram .missions that both :. in were 
picked up . Then Jolly Green 04 said he did not pick up anybody and that :is PJ 
was missing. Jolly Green 28 came back and said he hi d 04 's PJ. Another .moke was 
immediately dropped to mark the scene. A little later it was learned fr·: .. . Jolly 
Green 04 that they had had the man in the sling and 1hat as he was level ·itn the 
door that he put his hands over his head and fell frcm the sling. The p: . ot of 
J~lly Green 04 later said his co-pilot had gone out of his seat to assis~ in getting 
tne man aboard. After the man fell from the sling the pilotof Jolly Gree. 04 
descended and estimates it was only a matter of 5 feet or so the man fell. A very 
methodical search by three helicopters, two destroyers and one HC-l)OP pr(·. ved fruit­
less and was discontinued after it was completely d.ar' at approximately 1J45z. 

ROBERT D. CLEMENTS, SSgt, USAF 
Rescue Crew Flight Engineer 



DECLASSIF!ED 28 December .967 

On 27 December I, Captain Larry J . Drandt, _ . , was the Re!::CU· Crew 
Corr.:-:ander (Pilot~ aboard an HC-130P, oall sign: CJ.OliN 5. At approxima l:r 07122 
t!ie Co- pilot heard that' Carbine Leaa (K-4) was in trouble with two fir warning 
li&hts. Position at that time was 330 , 69 miles : Channel 109, headin 110. ftt 
ap, roximately 0714Z Carbine 2 reported to lead· thc t Lead's number two ~. gine was 
on fire and burning rapidl0. At approximately 07:5z Carbine 2 reportec that Lead 
bad ejected; positiont 333 , 80 miles , Channel 10$ (1735N 10705E). He ·urther 
reported of sighting two good chutes and one beeper. At approximately 7212 both 
men went into the water and were reported insight by Covey 152 (0-2 FAC • At 0726'. 
Carbine 2 established guard communications with Carbine Lead B (back se · ter) . 
Lead B reported he bad the other pilot in sight ar:d that both were in L· od shape 
and in their x·afts. At api;roximately 07302 CROWN 5 arrived on scene,. ci scended 
overhead the cjowned pilots and at 07 33 had visual contact with both do111 ad pilots. 
CROWN 5 dropped a 45 minute sea smoke to mark the positions. At this t : me CROWN 5 
moved of and directed the helicopters into the are~ (Jolly Green 28 , Jo_ly Green 
04 and Angel 74), also two American destroyers wer3 standing by 2 mile~ to the 
south (call sign i Firehorse and Journeyman) . At a?proximately 0752Z An _al 74 
moved in and hovered over Carbine Lead A for his plok up. Jolly Green C4 al30 
moved in over Carbine Lead B for his pick up. Jolly Green 28 landed on the water 
and began picking up the life rafts and other debrls to clear and clean up the are< 
Angel 64 completed his pick up and was enroute to ?irehorse with Carbin< Lead A 
when at approximately 07572 Jolly Green 04 reporte i his survivor, Car bi:; a Lead B, 
had fallen out of the sling just as he was about tJ enter the heli~opte~ . He also 
stated that the survivor had dropped approximately 5 feet back into the water and 
had drifted to the rear of the helicopter and w~u1able to re-establish viaual 
contact with Carbine Lead B. Jolly Green 04 and 23 began an immediate ~ ~arch of 
the area and were joined shortly by Angel 7 4 after he placed Carbine A :• :Joard the 
destroyer (Firehorse) . At this time CROWN 5 quest .oned Jolly Green 04 ·1; to what 
exactly happened? It was at this time he stated t . te following: As Jol: r Green 04 
moved over Carbine Lead B he lowered his pararescunman into the water t~ aid the 
survivor into t he sling. The survivor came up in ;he hoist and was abo'.t to enter 
the helicopter , assisted by the Flight Engineer. .lB the Co-pilot rnove6. o;o assist 
the Flight Engineer, the survivor raised his arms ;o help himself into ~1e heli­
copter. By raising his arms he begun slipping out of the sling. tleali ~ng the 
survivor was about to fall, Jolly Green 04 lowei-ect the helicopter towa:- i the wa tar 
The survivor fell at approximately 5 feet back intC1 the water and disa:p_ Jared to 
the rear of the helicopter behind a wave. Jolly Gl'een 04 could not re-01tablish 
visual contact with the survivor. When the surviver fell back into the ;ater his 
wa"ter wings were still on and inflated. Jolly Gre(n 28 had picked up 04's para­
rescueman in the water . Jolly Green 04 never re-eetabliahed visual or ~-eotronic 
contact with Carbine Lead B again. CROWN 5 , Jolly Green 28 and Jolly G=Jen 04 
remained in the immediate area and conducted a tho1ough low search until 1145Z 
{well after dark) with negative results. Also the two destroyers conduc~ed a 
surface search with similar results. Throughout ; t he search the surface vessels 
reported a sea state of zero and winds eastprly at 10 knots. 

;(~;$~ 
LARRY J • . BRANDT , Captain, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 
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and two Navy destroyers contiiiUed t he search until ct least one hour after 
dark. The destroyers continued the search, but \dtl negative results. 

3. (U) Crewmembers of Jolly Greens: 
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Major Donald G. Simpson 
Captain Walter R. Blach.rell 
SSgt Robert H. Baldwin 
Sgt Michael L. Walker 

~~ /).~'1--t 
~ D. BRISCOE, 1st Lt, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 
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1si Lt Jerald D. Briscoe 
Cai tain Frank Cardile 
Sg1 DaVid Rodri~ez 
Sgt Vincent E. Deets 
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