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MISSION NARRATIYE: Det 10, J8th ABRSq ('10-38-60, 25 Dec 67) --{_ 

On 25 Dec 67, at 0656Z, Dot 10, )8th JBRSq vas notii'l.ed 117 Bav:r O ~ 
Operations that a river patrol boat (Pm) crew member had been vounded. 
They gave the PBR's location as 09 degrees 52 mimltes north, 106 degrees 
00 minutes east. Navy Operations also stated they were scrambling 
"Seavol.t 76, a tlight of tvo armed UH-lB' s to provide cover. Pedro 91 
was airborne at 0702Z and Pedro 39 at 07l.OZ. Contact was establish with 
Pad<f1' Control who provided f'l.ight tolloving throughout the mission. 
Pedro 91 arrived on scene at 0722Z. Seawol.t 76 arrived at the same·time. 
Pedro 39 remained at altitude vhile 91 w-ent in for the hoist piok up, 
which vas oanpleted at 0723Z. The Pm crew member had received multiple • 
shrapnel votmds in t he legs and had several bones broken in bis left toot. f _. 
Pedro 91 departed for Dong Tam 3rd Field Hospital and Pedro 39 returned ~NI · 
to Binh Thlq. Erlroute to Dang Tam, the paramedic redressed the patient' s /J Cr_ 
vounds. In the process the paramedic found severe arterial bleed on the fr'""' 
left toot vhich vas also broken. Af'ter dressing the wounds, he applied a , 
neumatio splint. The splint worked extremely veil as it not only immobilized/ 
the f oot but also stopped the bleeding. Pedro 91 landed at Dong Tam at 
0753Z. The patient vas ott loaded and the aircraft refueled. Pedro 91 
departed Dong Tam at 0810Z and terminated at Binh Th'U1' at ~40z. No groUJld 
:f'ire vas encountered, one combat save. 

CR11fS: (All Assigned to Det 10, J8th ABRSq) 

Pedro 91 - RCC Capt Thomas D. Precious 
RCCP Capt Willl811t P. Shea 
P'E TSgt Dean s. Aaron 
PJ Sgt Ronald K. Sholes 

Pedro 39 - RCC Laurence W. Conover, Capt 
BCCP ilbert E. Tollefsen, Capt 
FE Charles H. Herring, SSgt 
PJ Gary G. Harold, Sgt , 
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:S.~ ·~adron, Blnh Thuy AB. 
fa~ - This rescue was made after 

..l> -a U.S. Navy river patrol boat 
o crewman was injured some 25 
b
0
y miles southeast of Can Tho on 

1 , the Bassac River. 
Two HH-43 Huskie helicopters 

were launched from Binh Thuy 
and the Injured map was taken 
to the Dong Tam (U.S. Army) 
hospital, 50 miles northeast of 
Can Tho. 

During the one and one-half 
hour fllgbt, the helicopter, com­
manded by Capt. Tho~as D. 
Pracious, 29, Elum, Wash .. had 
landed on the dock of a Land­
ing Ship Tank (LST). vessel to 
pick up the victim, who had 
been transferred aboard from 
the combat boat. 

lllnutes lattt the Huskie was 
back at Blnh Thuy to refuel 
and pick up Capt. Charles A. 
Caton, 29, Tucumcari, N. Mex., 
flight s u r g eon. who admin­
istered medical care while the 
helicopter continued on to Dong 
Tam Hospital. 

Heavy ground fire and artil­
lezy was active in the area 
where the rescue was made. A 
pair of U.S. Navy armed HU-1 
helicopters provided low cover 
while the Detachment 10 heli­
copters withdrew the Injured 
sailor. 

A second Binh Thuy HH-43 
circled overhead and provided 
high cover, with Maj. Harold 
Pickering, 37, Tiverton, RJ .• 
Detachment 10 commander, at 
the controls. 




