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(C) (-4) On 13 Dec 67 0  at 0821L Det 10, 38th AaRSq was notified ' 

	

by Paddy Control that an F-4C had gone down and that the aircraft 	- 
commander bad been picked up. The co-pilot, however, was still missing. 
The coordinates given to Pedro 39 were WS 447 04. Pedro 39 scrambled at 
0023Z and took up a westerly heading. The co-pilot was having problems 
in plotting the crash scene. Paddy had stated that the aircraft and both 
crew members had gone down in a large river, but there wasn't any large 
river near the coordinates given. The BCC asked Paddy for vectoring to 
the scene and they immediately gave a 180 degree turn. Further questioning 
of Pprirly disclosed that the coordinates were XS 44,04. No further 
difficulties were encountered enroute. Contact was established with Bart 
921  a FAC 0-1, when redro 39 was five miles from the scene. Bart 92 was 
asked if there were any armed cover aircraft at the scene and stated 
there were numerous armed helicopters and river patrol boats. There were 
also fighters in the immediate area as strikes were being conducted within 
two miles of the scene. Pedro 39 attempted to contact both the Pails and • 
the other helicopters in the area but could not reach them on FM, VHF or 
UHF. Pedro 39 then began a creeping line search, at 1000 ft, from an 1ST 
anchored in the river, at the coordinates previously given, upstream for 
approximately three miles. Information previously given was that the 
aircraft commander had entered the water approximately 500 meters upstream 
from the LST. Pedro 39 had nearly completed his first search pattern when 
he passed over the tip of a large island. Pedro 39 started receiving 
light small arms fire at this point. Shortly thereafter Pedro 91, the 
secondary alert aircraft arrived and began searching down stream from Pedro 
39 for approximately three miles. After about 55 minutes of searching, 
Pedro 91 was informed by Paddy Control that a C-IA had crashed two miles 
short of the Binh They Runway. Pedro 91 departed the scene enroute to 
Binh Thuy and Pedro 39 continued the search covering both the river and the 
banks. After 1+15 hours of searching, Pedro 39 departed, enroute to Vinh 
Long for fuel and then direct to Binh They. When Pedro 39 landed at Binh 
They, Pedro 91 who was working on the C -7A crash, informed 39 that he had 
talked to the rescued aircraft camaander, who had been brought to Birth They 
via Navy helicopter shortly after Pedro 39 began its search. The aircraft 
commander stated he was sure the pilot had came down near the southeast 
bank of the island where Pedro 39 had received ground fire from. Pedro 39 
returned to the scene and established contact with Maverick One, a flight 
of two Army armed helicopters. Pedro 39 initially concentrated the search 
on the large island, starting at the middle and running a creeping line 
down stream over the island. Pedro 39 1 3 altitude varied from 500 ft to 
200 ft. Wring this time the gunships where in trail with Pedro 39. At 
one point, 39 had just roiled out of a turn and flown a short distance when 
automatic small arms fire were heard. The crew chief spotted the muzzel 
flashes and returned the fire with his 14-16. The gunships also fired on 
the area. Pedro 39 expanded the search to all islands that the pilot could 
possibly be on within the search area. Estimated searchcoeerage is in 
excess of 85% as the islands were completely flat with a shallow line of 
trees along the shore. After a total of 3+35 hours of searching by_both 
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MISSION NARRAITVE R2ORT (U): Det 100  38th ARRSq, 
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(C)(Gp -4) On 13 Dec 67, at 0621L Det 10, 38th ARRSq was notified 
by Paddy Control that an F -4C had gone down and that the aircraft 
commander had been picked up. The co-pilot, however, was still missing. 
The coorajnates given to Pedro 39 were WS 44,04. Pedro 39 scrambled at 
00ZZ and took up a westerly heading. The co-pilot was having problem's 
in plotting the crash scene. Faddy had stated that the aircraft and both 
crew members had gone down in a large river, but there wasntt any large 
river near the coordinates given. The RCC asked Paddy for vectoring to 
the scene and they immediately gave a 180 degree turn. Further questioning 
of Paddy disclosed that the coordinates were XS 44)04. No further 
difficulties were encountered enroute. Contact was established with Bart 
92, a PAC 0-1, when Pedro 39 was five miles from the scene. Bart 92 was 
asked if there were any armed cover aircraft at the scene and stated 
there were numerous . armed helicopters and river patrol boats. There were 
also fighters in the immediate area as strikes were being conducted within 
two miles of the scene. Pedro 39 attempted to contact both the PBats and 
the other helicopters in the area but could not reach them on FM, VHF or 
UHF. Pedro 39 then began a creeping line search, at 1000 ft, from an LST 
anchored in the river, at the coordinates previously given, upstream for 
anproxlmately three miles. Information previously given was that the 
aircraft commander had entered the water approatmately 500 meters upstream 
from the LST. Pedro 39 had nearly completed his first search pattern when 
he passed over the tip of a large island. Pedro 39 started receiving  
light small  arms  fire  at this point. Shortly thereafter Pedro 91, the 
secondary alert aircraft arrived and began searching down stream from Pedro 
39 for approximately three miles. After about 55 minutes of searching, 
Pedro 91 was informed by Paddy Control that a C-7A had crashed two miles 
short of the Binh Thuy Runway. Pedro 91 departed the scene enroute to 
Binh Thuy and Pedro 39 continued the search covering both the river and the 
bPnks. After 1+15 hours of searching, Pedro 39 departed, enroute to Vlnh 
Long for fuel and then direct to Binh Thuy. When Pedro 39 landed at Binh 
Thuy, Pedro 91 who was working on the C -7A crash, informed 39 that he had 
talked to the rescued aircraft commander, who had been brought to Binh Thuy 
via Navy helicopter Shortly after Pedro 39 began its search. The aircraft 
commander stated he  was sure the pilot had come down near the southeast 
beak of the island where Pedro 39 had received ground fire from. Pedro 39 
returned to the scene and established contact with Maverick One, a flight 
of two Army armed helicopters. Pedro 39 inJtially concentrated the search 
on the large island, starting at the middle and running a creeping line 
down stream over the island. Pedro 39's altitude varied from 500 ft to 
200 ft. During this time, the gunships where in trail with Pedro 39. At 
one point, 39 had just rolled out of a turn and flown a short distance when 
automatic small arms fire were heard. The crew chief spotted the muzzel 
flashes and returned the fire with his 11-16. The gunships also fired on 
the area. Pedro 39 expanded the search to all islands that the pilot could 
possibly be on within the search area. Estimated search coverage is in 
excess of 85% as the islands were campletely flat with a shallow line of 
trees along the shore. After a total of 3+35 hours of searchingly both_, 
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nivitiVe7 iei-suitsPedrO -7397-Filurned to Binh. 
The weather throughout thi'mission was 3000 ft Scattered,"vinds'045 at 
15 knots.. ViaEULltty%iss'l0 - miles. The Condition Of the river was calm 
but extremely- muddy 	- 

- 

.S * (0) (0p-4) On 14 Dec 67, Bart 792 jiisi interviewed hy Capt .Precious • .*;) 
and Capt Tollefsen. He stated he had "Seen 'both Men enter ..ttuit Water.. He _ 

;4Say,2tfhe'airciaft calm:under ...inflating his LPV but when he .looked,benk'at 
Lthe pilot, all he saw was the chute Sliding .bene:ath l'.t.he :srrfaCe ofthe 
iWater:'.- He *is convinced that the pilot perished. In view of ,tlie j  extensive . 	, 

'..search coverage of the area by US Army, Navy and Air Force aircraft and „ 	 . 
ships, the mission has been suspended. 

(1:1)'?"CRE;i1S: --; 17All'Assigned to:Det 

Tedid '39: RCC -Capt Thomas D Precious 
- 	MCP - Capt Albert E Tollefsen - 

' FE - Sgt Larry Hawkins 
PJ - Sgt Ronald K Sholes 

Pedro 91: RCC Maj Harold Pickering 
RCCP - Capt Leslie E Johnson 
FE - SSgt Charles H Herring 
PJ - Sgt Gary G Harold 

HAROLD PI BRING, M ' r, USAF 
Commander 
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