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FROM: RCC Mad Dubriske 	 10 Noveml,:r 1967 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative  

Crown 

Crown 1 departed Udorn AB at 10/2310 and was imaediately contacted by Compress 
and advised to proceed to CH77 and contact Drill Fli;ht who had voice contct with 
AWOL survivor, 47/48 of CH 77. Crown advised Compreas to launch Plly Grc-ss and 
Sandy s to the area. Crown contacted Drill flight (2'-4) who had voice con - act 
with AWOL survivor. It was found out he was the bac:: seat man from an F-L and 
that he had a broken leg. Both Nail and Drill had g)od voce contact with WOL on 
guard. Compress advised Sandy 7 and 8 were on their way and Jolly Green I and 27 
had been launched from CH 89. Sandy 7 and 8 arrival in the area at 0030 	Sandy 

7 took on scene commander and began visual search fo7 AWOL. Sandy had goc  .  voice 
contact j.th AWOL, but could not pin point location )f survivor due to tel—ain and 
kagatimmat AWOL not habing any signaling devides. iisty 21 and Misty 11 F-100) 
also had good voice contact with surVivor. 

Compress passed questions to Crown and these wee relayed to Sandy to be asked 
to AWOL survivor. 	Questions were "Who is the greas;est football team in he world' 
and also his authenicator number. At 0059 Sandy 3 t)ok some hits, and wa forced to 
eject. Jolly Green 27 was vector to Sandy 8 sarvivo7 and at 0118 was pic17 - d up by 
J.G. 27. Survivor is OK, except for cuts and bruise;. At 0125 Nail 52 a. ed AWOL 
questions and Green Bay Packers was the reply. Comp:7ess confirmed as bet-. : correct. 
When asked about front seat man, AWOL did not know Wiat happen to him. Jc. ly •Green 
proceed to orbit high with Hobo ( A-1s) as escort. sandy 5 and 6 arrived I area 
0145. Sandys orbit the area trying to pin pont AWOL position. Sandy 7 am with Joactit 
battle damage and no hydriaulic pressure. Sandy 5 diredts Jolly Green 52 	approx 
area of AWOL using vocie diredtions from AWOL and USE of beeper for homing. Jolly 
Green hoe E over area but no visual with AWOL. AWOL says he can hear Joll].  Green. 
About 0256Z Jolly Green 52 takes a it and starts losing oil pressure. J.C:. 52 
gets out okay, but advises he has wounded aboard JG 52 and 27 depart area :)r CH89. 
JG 53 and 15 arrived about 0334. Sandy 5 took a hit at 0336 and he RTB to ;H86 
with a hole in left aileron and hydraulic shot out. Firefly 13 and 14 arrLreiut 
in area and Firefly 13 took on scene.commander from Sandy 5. The next 90 :lautes 
were spent trying to pin point AWOL while Jolly Green 53 and 15 orvited 	The 
high preformance aircraft could not shoot up the area for fear of hitting .10L. At 
0537 Compress advised Crown 1 to give J.G. 15 a drink and for Crown 2 to t.. :e control 
of the SAR. After refueling J.G. 15 Crown 1 escorted J.G. 53 to CH89, who lad taken 
a hit and lost control of his right rudder. After J.1.53 landed at 89 Crc -  I was 
RTB to CH86. If AWOL only had some kind of a signal livice,(mirror, flare tc..) 
the pick-up would have been successful, but it was impossible to pin point :WOL and 
even when the Jolly Green thought they were right eve 7 him, he still could at be xx 
spotted visual. 

Stanley J. Dubriske Jr. 144, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 
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Mission Narrative 	DECL ;4SS IFUD  
Mission Number 2-3-87 

10 November 67 

CROWN 2 

CROWN 2 relieved CROWN 1 on staticn while the SAR offcrt far AWOL 01 was in 

progress. The area for the effort Was 045/48 (Ch -7), an unfriendly, 

mountainous piece of land just on the Laotian / NV T border. The high te:Tain 

in the area was approx 3000'. The weather throughout the area was scattred 

to broken with the bases near 3500'. AT the time CROWN 2 assumed Missic -

Command, FIREFLY 13 was on scene commander, with F:REFLY 14, ELECTRBA 507502, 

SANDY 1/2, NAIL 10, and DRILL, PETROL, and GUTTIMIM flights (10 F4's). JOLLY 

GREEN 53 was also in the area. AWOL 01 was on the ground with a broken Tag. 

He had one radio, one flare, and a strobe light. qInARF4PRImete ,0410001maast - 4.0 
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FIREFLY 13 elected to surpress the ground fire wit t fighters, and FAC'd 

PETROL flight in to drop. Soon after PETROL came (UNFIGHTER and HONDA. 

At 0545Z the FIREFLYs had to RTB because of fuel ard SANDY 1 assumed on 

scene command. Under his direction the SANDYs am -  the ELECTREINS would 

lead JG 53 into the area. Just before they arrivec, several flights of 

fighters were going to blast the area with their ordinance. Then the 

Al's would form a Daisy Chain around the JG and have the survivor pop hit-

smoke. The pick-up would be attemptd. (NOTE: At the fighter flights 

expended their ordinance they were RTIPd, as the air was getting quite 

crowded.) AT 6621 the sANDY§_laid_.2-Zmake_sanasn-;:nd vectored the JG 

1 in. JG 53 began talking to thelMitill'Iltlio took some hits from )1A)-,7L 
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ground fire and had to depart. He wns apparently hit in the rudder sectia: and 

could only make left turns. He got out of the area ard headed for Ch 86. f:AOWN 

scrambled more Jollys and Sandy's. At this time, SANIY 1 requested all the lelp 

he could get from CROWN, who had been gathering fighters and tankers throu-'1out. 

The mission now took on the characteristics of a Night Watch, with C"own 

fighters and tankers from CRICKET, txxxiciang turning them over to LION OCT fr::. 

refueling, getting them back an frewuency for briefing and then handing th, 

over to SANDY 1 for the expending of their ordinance. MOONSTONE (F4), KILT It (F-4), 

MASHER (F-4), SPEEDO (F-4) and FLINTSTONE (F-G) flights were used in this 

ranner. At 0700 SANDYs 1/2 xxot had to RTB for fuel. SANDY 1 had taken hit t, 

so they went to Ch 86. ELECTRON 505 assumed an scene command. He worked 

with HOBO 55/56 and NAIL 77, talking to the survivor and keeping the grounc! 

fire down. SANDTs 3/4 and JG 15 and 27 were enroute. SANDY 3 arrived at 

and assumed on scene command. The Electrons were vectored to Ch 85 for fuc:.. 

Ground fire was still being seen, so MADISON, PINHAE and TWER flights we: , 

used to expend ordinance. At 0748 the forces reRroupsd to make another att mpt 

to pick up the survivor. This was almost a repeat pe7formance. The JG (1: 

was hit hnd had to pull out. The SANDYs, et al, hit :he area again, but 

now worried that all the fire will kill the survivor. Most of the ground :'re 

seems to be coming from his immediate area. At this Doint, everything camc to 

a ", alt while the on scene commander re-evaluated the 3ituation. He electerf to 

again FAC in some fighters for another try at cleanit“ out the area. LOCir 

DALLAS, WEDGE, and TITLE flights were used at this tiie. FIREFLYs 15/16/17 18 

are scrambled and on the way at this time. They all lave a standard load. 

In the midst of these problems, JG 15 (who had been h.t) needed fuel. It 1 ,  s 

questionable whether he could efuel frmm CROwN 2 hut.  the effort was to be red, 

1104/1111t  CROWN 2 descended to join with the 	 fuel.ng  was accomplished ;-, 94 



knots, in an area hostile to both the JG and to CREPN. Because of the ur - mcy of 

the mission, flight to a completely safe area was not considered. The totll time 

for the refueling was less than six minutes and the JG was enroute back to the 

seent. While this refueling was happening, JG 27 hsd made an attempt to rick up 

the survivor and had received ground fire and had tc pull off. Sony 3' 

recommended that we no longer use high performance ircraft bedause of th? 

area. EXXXIXXXXXXIMXIDianUREUM MISTY 25, an F-1(0 FAC was the only hi:, 1 

performance aircraft retained. All others were RTB' D. 

CROWN 2 then had to descend atain (0855) to refuel f G 27. This was the sle 

situation; unfriendly area, slow, poor weatherxxxlmixx The effort had 

slowed down eomewhat. The weather was not as good ts it hadibeen; the su:-.-rtvor 

was talking louder and faster; the groundfire was nc less dangerous; and - lere 

were only AlE's in the area with the JG's •  FIREFLY 15 assumed on scene cc ,mand 

and reported that he had the survivor pin-pointed. JG 15 made another 

attempt at a pickup (0937) and received more ground fire. At this time w-

were advised by RESCUE 1 to RTB all forces. CROWN ;dvised that JG 15 was .n 

a hover over the survivors position and not receivitig hits (he had previc - dy 

gone up the wrong valley) and that to RTB everyone row might make the dif'n'ence. 

RESCUE 1 said "Have at it". 

AWOL 01 said for the JG to say in a hover and he wcgld crawl to him. Th:. -  )ughout 

the next 33 minutes JG 15 remained in a hover, being protected by the Al 'o 

Every so often ground fire would hit one of the A1 1 2 or the other JO but n me 

was directed at JG 15. The survivot had stopped talking an his radio immliately 

after JG 15 had asked him for his authenticator numter. Susnecting a tra7, 

FIREFLY 15 told everyone to pull out and all forces began to egress. At  -  I;s time 

ground fre up to 37mm came fron a I dir1 ons. 1,  -fnrees were out of 	? area 
by 1015Z  
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Although this mission WRS unsuccessful, it was the lfrgest and most well c )rdinated 

SAR mission probably ever i run. There was nothing l(ft undone in the atte t to 

rescue AWOL 01. CROWN 2, after the mission, recounted the aircraft used al 

found that 108 aircraft and four GCI sites were used in one capacity or an :her. 

The rescue of this morxxx survivor was not in the hands of man. 

On 11 November 67 a first light effort was planned ir hopes of a successfu:. 

rescue of AWOL 01. CROWN 6 was launched to be missicn commander, and SAND7 

3 was on scene commander. The farces assembled inclrded two JG's, two Sand:rs, 

four HOBO's and four F4B's.(and tanker); a total of 14 aircraft. Although 

the weather was acceptable, no contact could be made with the survivor. k';er 

two hours (2330 - 0130) the on seene commander recorrended the effort be 

dropped and all forces RTB'd. This was approved by Compress and all farce: .  

except the GUNFIGHTER flight of F-4's left the area. There had been some 

ground fire reported. although no one was hit in this effort. 

Roger F. Arndt 

1/Lt USAF 

Rescue Crew Wommander 
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Excerpted from Vietnam SAR database 
 
Awol 01 SAR  November 9, 1967 
F-4C serial # 64-0751 
Lt Col John W. Armstrong (Alpha) KIA, 1Lt Lance P. Sijan (Bravo) died while 
POW/MOH 
 
Downed in Laos near Ban Tha Pachon 
 
Two HH-3E crews assigned to Det 1 37th ARRS based at NKP RTAFB flew on this SAR 
 
Jolly Green 53  
Captain Harry W. Walker – pilot 
1Lt Hairl D. Thacker – copilot 
Sgt Patrick F. Allaire – flight engineer 
Name of PJ unknown 
Attempted pickup but hit by barrage of SA - forced to RTB with battle damage; Silver 
Star for AC; DFC for CP, FE, PJ 
 
Jolly Green 52 
Major Frederick C. Faust – pilot 
Major Dean H. Williams – copilot 
SSgt Carl L. Warmack – flight engineer 
MSgt Clarence R. Boles – PJ 
SS for AC, DFC for CP, FE, PJ (WIA) 


