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MISSION NARRATIVE REPORT: (Det 10, 38th ARRSq, L(=38-54, 25 Nov 67) ﬁ/

At 0143Z, Det 10, 38th ARRSq was notified by IV DASC of a FAC aircraft,
"David 27," down in the Nam Kan forest area south of Ca Mau, coordinates
8 degrees 44 mimates north, 104 degrees 55 minutes east. The aircraft had
made four "™Maydsy" calls, then no further contact was possible. Pedro 91
launched at 0147Z and Pedro 39 launched at 01532 flying at 5500 above the
clouds. At approximately 0220Z "Playboy Control" (Radasr control at Ca Mam)
made contact with the Pedros and advised that the new coordinates were
8 degrees 45 mimutes north, 104 degrees 59 minutes east, and that a FAC
aircraft "David 30," was orbiting the area. Pedrc 91 was advised by David
30 that the David 27 aircraft was upside down next to a Vietnamese compound
but both occupants were moving around and sppeared to be alright. Pedro 91,
the primary LER helicopter had to land at Ca Man Army Airfield due to
ingufficient fuel. Pedro 39 who had more fuel, ccatinued on, arriving at
the compound at 0300Z. In the meantime David 30 haed flown low level passes
over the area, received no ground fire, and declared the area safe for
Pedro 39 to land. The Vietnamese compound was in a clear area on the north
bank of the river. A heli-ped was marked between the cbmpound and the
river,. and the downed aircraft was about 100 yards west of the heli-pad. .
There was no radio contact with the ground personresl, however, David 30
advised Pedro 39 that the Americans were inside ths compound. Pedro 39
then made a spiraling approach from high altitude to the helipad. There {
wunooneinsightandul'edro39wucallin outonthe?&aystmfar
ArTY m expedlteE vaﬂwm.r‘ : th,e areg.
S atelytoohoffandnavidBOad:viudPedrotor clear of
themmtilaﬂresuppreasiontemmiwd. Fadro- 39 then had to
return to Ca Man for refueling.. 'David 30 also advised that he had picked
up heavy amtomatic weapons groundfire and one hit when the morter attack
began. The area of ground fire was inland from tke south river bank..
Meanwhile Pedro 91 was on its way to the site and arrived just prior to
a flight of three US Army armed helicopters, "T-Bird 6". David 30 advised
‘“that although the compound was in Vietnamese control the area was highly
. concentrated with VC and, with the Americans in tie campound, the VO would
~overrun the place at nightfall. Therefore it was"imperative that the
- Americans be removed as soon as possible.. ~With Dsyid: 30 doing an out=
standing job of arganizing the rescue, the.armed helicopters lald dowm a
- smoke screen on the opposite shore of therrfver ariiset:up for their "
¢ ‘attacks.. T=Bird 6 ﬂightboganthsirsh:affhcnmonthn oppon‘l.teahara
* as, Pedro 91 made an approach from the northwest. ~ As:Fedro 9L was ""W
‘hrmsitioning into a hover it was noted:that-only Vietnamese were coming
‘out of the compound and a go-around was Initiated. At this time the
Americans were spotted back in the momﬁmdale&patternque
around the compound back to the pad. The FAC pilct came towards the heli-
copter but he was followed by approximately 20 Victnamese. 4s the FAC
pilot and a wounded Vietnamese were boarding the lelicopter, mortar rounds
began falling in the area. Since the other Amercan, a Marine Lt Col,
was in the back of the crowd with no hope of getting to the chopper and
* S8gt Crawford and Sgt Pearson were having difficul ty keeping the other
Vietnamese out of the chopper, Pedro 91 tookoff ard went into orbit north
of the compound. When T-Bird 6 was set up for ancther attack Pedro 91
went in and hovered over the helipad until the Lt Col was in position to
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board the aircraft. Upon landing the helicopter, SSgt Crawford jumped ' ytV¢v
out and assisted the Lt Col aboard while t«_keep the mob of ;-2¢.“'

Vietnamege from climbing on helicopter. g this time mortars i
were again Impacting the area. As soon as SSgt Ciawford leaped aboard V
Pedro 91 tookoff and returned to Ca Mau, escorted by T-Bird 6. The two
recovered Americans later explained that the compcund had been mortared

the night before and 1%%%@% Eterg were coming in

to evacuate the wounded es. After ¢ling, Pedros 39 and 91
mtme:iﬁ'mmwz. 8 soriies, 6 plus 20 hours.

The rescue was hampered greatly by the lack of racio facilities at the
outpost; considerable confusion among the ground personnel resulted

because of this. Radio coordination among David >0, both Pedro aircraft,

and the gunship flight was excellent, Three comb:t saves - heavy ground

fire encountered.

CREWS: (All Assigned to Det 10, 38th ARRSq)
Pedro 91:

RCC - Captain Laurence W Conover
RCCP - Captain William J Hangen
FE - SSgt William L Crawford

PJ = Sgt Jerry Pearson

Pedro 39:

RCC - Capt Donald E Van Meter
RCCP - Cgpt Thomas D Precious
FE - Sgt Bernard L Touchette
PJ - BK1C Jemes L Parks

A A

HAROLD PICKERING, Major, USAF
Cammander- e S
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AIR LIAISON OFFICLR oz
21ST INFANTRY DIVISION ADVISORY DEYACIDMENT
Advisory Team 51
APO GLLOR

MACTNeBL-ALD | 11 December 1967

© FEOM: Senior PAC, 218t Infantry Division, APO 96402
SURJECT: After Action Report

.T0s Commander 22nd TASG, AFO 96320
Commender 50kth TASG, AFO 96227
Commander 35th TAC Fighter i'ing, AP0 (227
Carmander 336th Assault llelicopter Co., APO 96296
Commander Det 10, 36th kescue Gp, APO ¢6320

IN TURN:

1. NAMES OF OPLLATION AND UATE: Helicopter rescie of two Americans shot
Jowvn at Mam Cen outpost on 25 lovember 1967, -

2, PRLPORTIRG OFFICLR: Major Chester A, Walborn, FR27154, Division FAC,
a 21st Infantry Divieion APO 96LO2,

3s AREA OF OPFMATION: Nem Can outpost, An Xuyen Province, Republic
of Vietnem,

Le FCRCES TN OFI TATIONt 2 HA3, 3 UH1D, 1 O4C and a hoetile force of
bettalion ctrencth,

5« DACKFIOUND: On the nirht of 24llovember, Nam Can outpost was hit with
aprrexirately 100 rounds of 82rm mortar fire killing one soldier and wound-
ing nine others, Nam Can'is an isolated outpost wnich sits 30 miles south
~ of Ca l'au, the Capitel of An Xuyen Province, and can‘only be resupplied by
“helicopter. The outpost is surrounded on all sides by the densely wcoded,
triple canopied Nam Can Forest which is strongly h:ld by the Viet Cong. _
' On the morning of 25 Fovember the Senior FAC >f An Xuyen Prowincs,
~ Captain Charles J, Louvorn, and LTC Ted Culpepper (USVAC), the -Depuiy Senior
Advisor for An Xuyen Province, were on a visuval re:omaissance misnion trying
to locate the Viet Cong mortar positions when they were hit in the engine of
the O=1 severing ;thelr oil line. Knowing their flring time was now limited
to a few minutes they arash landed on the helipad it Nem Can rether than
chance poing down in Viet Cong territory enroute t) Ca Mau, o
I was flying in Bac Lieu Frovince evaluating .he results of harrassment
and interdiction artillery fire when I was advised that a FAC was down in the
Nem Can area, I flew to Ca Mau, refucled, and tooc¢ off emroute to Nam Can,
I was working with Playboy Control and I was in cortast with Pedro 39, ard
Pedro 91, 2 H43 rescue helicopters who were scrambled from Binh Thuy to rescus
the down crew, Pedro 91, flown by Captain larry Conover, was low on fuel and
I directed that he land at Ca Hau to refuel mrior ‘o proceeding.to Nam Can,
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MACTN=BL=ALO _ 11 December 1967
SUBJiCT3 After Action Report :

I was in contast with Thunderbird Chief the flight leader of a heavy fire
team (3 UHID Cunships) who had been scrambled to support the rescue effort
and wac enroute to the outpost. I asked his fuel itate and was told it

€00 1bs departing Ca Mau, Knowing this would rerm .t only 15 minutes at

Nam Can I advised him to return to Ca Mau ard top «ff with fuel, About

10 minutes prior ts landing at Ca Mau I had re-uesied Lwo fights of F100
aircraft with !1117 bombs, rockets, CZU and 20m to suppress what I was sure
would be fntense automatic weapon fire, I also exjected a simultaneous
mortar attack on the outpost as soon as a helicopter touched down on the
helipod. (On 1€ June, during an opcratiorn to change the LF company at Nem
Can with onc from Dam Loi, the Vict Cong bracketed tho helipad us the first
Chinook touched down and then badly shot up the "Lincers" Gunship Platoon

as thoy tried to suppress, wounding four menbers of the platoon), vhen I
errived in the target area. I closely checked the positions where I had
found VC strongpoints on 18 June and while I could gec soveral frcshly made
well constructed VO bunkers and four campans I did not drew any gound fire
nor did I sco any VC. I could sec the two Awericar crcw-members on the
helipad. but I was not sure of their physical condition and I cxpected the
VC to soon rencw their attacke I was confidert thet the VC were corncentrated
south of the river I elected to clear Pedro 3§ in to the outpost without
celay and without fire supprecsion in an effort to utilize surrrise,. I,
solocted an approach path for the rescue attunpt, dirccted Pedro 29 to: |
approceh from tho north and marked his IP with a croke rocliet, I told him
to stort down from 25C0 feet ot this. amoke.ard marked a point on the river
by the outpost where he was to turn irto the wind towerd the helipzd, After
observing that his flirht path was perfcet I rmoved south of the river and
hold over tbe arc: from which hestile fire was expested in an effort Lo -
draw fire swny ‘ford'the rcceuc attcrpt. Ao Fedro 39 flared and touched. down,
tho outpost was hit with a 6 round barrage of mortar fire, One round fell
in the wetoramme on the wect end of. the. holipad,one in the river to the east,
ard four womt gver the oufrost impucting about 100 retcrs noyth of the outpost
" perizater.” At ‘this time I.ceme under. intense grouni fire and I estimcted the
‘volume of fire at mcre than 2C .automatic wespons plas szall arms., I took one
round through the cockpit,’ WHile I have.received a lot. of :ground fire in my
tour this was the best fire disciplined Viet Cong uait I have seen, The
volume of fire could not hove been from a urit smaller than. a heavy wcapons
compary, . This rescue attempt would have been successful except that the crew
to be picked up ran for a bunkor rather than get abjard the helicorter. I
told Pedro 39 to get out of there and go to Ca lau ecause I wauld not consider
another attempt without strong fire suprression on ho gouth bank, .-
.. Although I haf requested two flighto of F100 alreraft very early, it

was 4O minutes before-a flizht was scramblcd in suprort of the rescug ..
operetions althourh the request ¢id not require a pirallel at either previncs
provirce or division. I had requested the fighters under the provision for
suppressing fire apeinst a rescue helicopter, This great delay in getting
tactical air was begining to complicate thé reccue offort beczucze L was

mow faced.with the alternatives of citlier delaying he recovery, and econducting
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MACTNeDL=ALQO 11 December 1567
SUJLCT: After Action Report .

the rescue under cover of air attack but without tie gunships who would

have to return for fuel, or to act immediately and suppress with the gunships
and conduct the rescue amid enemy reaction tiat I mew could not suppress
without tactical air. %o add another element of u icertaininz to these two
vnattractive alternatives I could see that the erasned aircraft was upside
down and I was not sure the occupants were unhurt, I thus elected to
‘proceed irmediatley and suppress wilh the Thunderb rds.. *

Thunderbird Chief advised me that he had two !5 minute: smoke pot.s that
are normally used to mark landing zones prior to a rrwbile troon inseviion,
he elected to uce them, He madc one pass down the south bank of the river
and put out the two mrcke pots in an effort to scrien the rescue effort
fron the Viet Cong on the south side of the river, He and I drew hervy
autorumtic weapen fire as he made this pass as I ag.in held over the Viet
Cong concentration to attempt to divert fire from i.he gunships, One of
the cmoke pots ignited and one did not which proviided at best minimal screen=
ing for tre extraction, but after quickly talking !he situction over we
chose to proceed, =

* The extrcetion plan involved the approach of ledro 1 from the rorth
brezking cast into the helipad on the north bank, (ocrdinated with the
Thunderbirds aprroaching from tho north to a point 600 reters east of the
target. laying down Leevy suppressivg‘: I:_,’Lre,_,pgé_tt_:poy( positior, and breaking
- west down the couth bank and ettemflinic, while T'fie.d over the Viet Cong
guns sunchronizing the effort, and divegting fire irom the helicopters,
when the first attempt was made in this manner, both the gunships and 1
reccived heavy automatic wearons fire and tie Viet Cong hit the heliport
with another mortar barrago. On this pass the VC vere also mortaring the.
path used by the gunships,'dazaging one aircraft, The dovmed crcw acain
was not at the pad and I told Pedro 91 to come off to the north and the
Thunderbirds also come north of the river to get set up to try again, On
the sccond attcwpt we used the. same tactic and the Thunderbirds zzain laid
down a supcrbly positiored cover of machinegun end rocket fire to screen the
rescue effort., The helipad was agin mortared and :11 the aircraft again
came under intence ground fire, This effort gnot tle FAC pilot aboard but
the Harine LIC did not becauce he was.trying to get the five wounded
Vistnamese aboard as.well, I did not know there were wounded Vietnamese
there and therc was mot enough room in the tiny H3, ‘y'besss them out, I
had been unsuccessful ot getting radio communicaticn with the outpost .
because no American was normally on the ground there which is wky I did not
lmow there were wounded at the outpost, There were also about 30 ARVN
soldiers trying to got aboard the helicopter, I tcld the pilot of Pedro
91 to "get out? again after the rortar barrage resurzed and when LIC
Culpepper did not get aboard,. We made a third effort synchronized as before
and were successful this time in completing the rescue although the helipad
was again mortared and all-aircraft involved again.received intenss ground
fire,

1 feel the gallant performance of the Thunderbirds asd the two rescue
pilots in the face of determined Viet.Cong resistan:e merits the award of
the Silver Star, This action was conducted 3Q.miles into strongly held Vist
Cong territory in the face of desperate attempta-of :a well armed hostile
battalion to prevent the rescue effort. It was com slated without prestrike
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HACTN=NL-ALO 11 Decenber |%67
SUWJLET: After Action Report _
ty tactical air which would have reduced greatly tie volume o sunfire on the
alreraft toking part in the rescue, I do not fcel that a lescor award than t
Silver Star would do justice to the courage and ge lantry of the sircrews involved
who campleted a daring rescus with minimal resources against heavy resistance
by the VC, 5 .o

The Pedro erews dinplayed great courapge and determination to succed when
they could not have been oritiuized for declining {.0 enter the inferno of fire
until rmltiple tuactical eirstrikes had been put on the Viet Cong positions, It
is truly reassuring to me to sto dedication to duty and their willing acceptance
of grect ricks on the pert of these men, in their unarmed adreraft.

The Thundcrbirds, heavy fire tecm, could slso have called the effort off
as tcing too hazardous and they also displayed sre:t courage in pressing on,
Their four pacses, first laying the smoke ecreen down and then cerecning the resgus
effort. was the rost devagtating fire supprussion I hove ever cccn, They were
simply superbs Altbough I do not believe the perfcrmance of ary of the aircrews
irrrelved could possibly have been improved, Lach cne ecnsed the urgency of
. the situation, evaluated the risk involved, and prc sced on the complete the

missicn, There was not ore tiny bit of discention from anyono as I outlined

the situstion and currested a plan, Each element understood his function in
the rlan and execcuted in a manner which reflected the highcst traditions of
the Amcrican fighting man, : .

while there ray be interservice bickering et come echelons, this was a
classic exarple of ditermired cooperation to complcte an extremely difficult
task in a most gallant manncr, .

6, LFT_TUATH: Shortly alter this rescus oporatior I expended two flights of
F100's (Bloacs 03 with £7501b bombs, and 20m2, and blade 05 with 45001b H Drag
bombs, 2 LAU-3 rccket pods, 2 Ciu=2 and 20mm)e 1hese flights saturated the
are uwliere I had obscrved onc mortar to be leeated cnd where most of the
autciratie weapon and tracer firs had corme from, Tris area wes sirply devastated
with Zraspable ordmance and by strafirg, and the mortar position wos hit by the
first 7501b bard and flve oliwr bunker weapon positions were destroyed, Two
more fligato of F1CU!'s and a tlifhit of A=1li's were later expended in the area to
reutrslidze other hostile stions peinta, o
-~ The Vietnarcuc irlerpreicr who was on the ground during this action and that

ndght told rs the ncxt morning thst the wounded Viet Cong could be heard
sorcaming with pain 21l throughout-tie-night, The hostile unit wns reported
as the U«idnh II Batlalion of Viet Cong resnforced by a heavy weapons comparny,
Therc is 1ittle doubt that thcy were badly erippled as a fighting unit,

When the helicopters went -into the area the following morning to bring
out the Vietnarese wounded they did rot draw a& rouni of ground fire, )

I'ragnentary inlellicence rcport from the area sredit the initial airstrikes
with 35 VO LDA with83 wounded, two mortar positions destroyed and four
machinegun positions destroyed, ’ ' ) :

I'ne action was concluded at approximately $500 hours on 25 November 1967,

Elulr- o lloe

CIL.Tik Ao WALBOEN, Major, USAF
Division FAC, 21st Infantry Division
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DEPARTHENT QP THE ARMY 31
336TH ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY (Ukel)
13TH COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION
(DELTA BATTALION)
APO San Francisco 96296

3 December 1967
SUBJECT: Combat After Aotion Rsport

pye]] Detachment 10
3dth Air Rescue Squadron
APQ US Forces 96320

On 25 Movember 1967, an Alr Force FAC was shot coun and erash landed at Nam
Can outpost in a heavily wooded area 30 miles south «f Ca Mau. A heavy fire taun
of the 336th Assault llelicopter Company was scramblec to the area. Low ceilings
in the vicinity of the daWned aircraft forced the "1-Bird" helicopters to fly
at an altitude of 1200'., Upon reaching the area a ridio call was received from
“"Davrid 30", an Air Forve FAC which was arbiting over the area. 7The pilot-of
"Davad 30" informed "T-Bird Chief" that at the oresert time the outpost where
the alrcraft had jone down in was under intense mortir fire fram Viet Cong pos=
itiona., "David 30" further stated that an area soutl of tha outpost.across the
river contained numerous automatic weapons positions, incuding three .50 caliber
machine guns as well as mortar positions. "David 30" advisad "T-iiird Chief" that
Alr Force fightors had been requested anl auggested that the gunships remnain at
dl titude until an airstrike could be conducted on the enemy positions, He further
stated that any attempt to extract t.¢c downed cresmer at this time would probably
result in further loss of aircraft and persounnels "1=Bird Chief" called to chack
on the estimated time of arrival of tne fighter aircraft am wvas informad they
would arrive in approximaisly fowty mirmutes, however the gunships had only thirty .,
minutes of fuel remaining. During this time mortar i1ounds were continuing to
hammer the ocutpost and it was evident to all cuncerned the presence of the down=
ed crewmen at the outpost was merely provolkdng the Viet-Cong into intensifing it's
" attack, That plus tne fact that no radio cantact could be made with the downed
crewmen caused great concern from all the aircrews wio feared they were possibly
severely injured, or would be if the mortering contirued at the present pace,
"T-Bird Two" checked his flight for avialble smoke ;xts and verified that all
crews involved were willing to attempt an extremely lazardous extraction, "T-Bird
Chi~f" then infarmed "David 30" that he was sure he could place smoke pots batween
the enemy positions a nd the outpost if the rescue aircraft in the area would be
willing to attempt the pick=up, "David 30" had contict with the rescue helicopter,
"Padro 71", fram Datachemnt 10, 38th Air Rescue Squacron, The "T-Birds's" did
not have radio contast with "Pedro 71" and it was necessary for "David 30" to
coordinate tactics for' the extraction, The FAC also Nhad visual contact with
the ememy positions and tids was instrumental in directing the gunships into the
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‘»qa to plnfca out the smoke pois at the most advantagou: positions. To prevent '
and doubt as to iLhe location of the enemy positions "Da'id 30" madn a low pass
ovor them and put out a smoke grenade to mark them. le then returnad to altitude,
remaining below the clouds and above the hostile positions in order to direct the
"T-Birds" into the area as well as the rescue aircraft., Once tha encmy nositions
were located by the "T-Bird" aircraft "T-Bird Chief" dropped down low lcvel narth
of the outpost with "T=Bird Two" providing fire support while the zmoke pots were
put out, The "T=Bird" aircraft procesded at an altitudn of ten feet n.. .o- the river
and parallel the enemy positions. "T-Bird Chief" droppud two twenty minute smoke
pots out while "T=Bird Two" led the fire team between tlie lead ship and tlwe enemy
positions in order to place suppressive fire onto thems The "T-Bird" aircraft then
Droceeded at low level north of the outpost and conductod a thorourh recon of the
arsa over which "Pedro 91" would have to fly pgoing into the outposte "David 30"
rolayed the landing instructions to "Pedro 71" and reconfirmed that the rescue
aivcraft felt that the smoke would provide adequate consealmont and that they

f21lt the situation warranted an immediate attempt of thy extraction, "David 30"
~erzelved an affirmative reply and "Podro 91" set up an pproach into the outpost
7ith the "T-Bird" gunships as an cocort, The T=Dirds" imppressed the enemy
nositions with rocket and machine gun firc, establishin; a circular orbit over

the rescue helicopter and {lyin: parallel to the enemy »jositions to place more
effective fire onto theme Remaining at an sltitude of e hundred fest the
gunships drew enemy gunfire to themselves and away from the rescue helicopter,

Tha suppressive fire provided by the "T-Birds" pinned dwn the cnemy and was the
premary factor in preventing the rescue ship from being accurately engaced by the
namerous enemy automatic weapons positions. The first ittenpt at pick-up failed
because the downed crew had gone to a bunker ken the mortar attack began because
they did not consider a rescue attempt possibles On th: second attempt "Pedro 91"
picked up one crewmen and then again came undor intense morvar fire, The pilot uf'
the rescue helicopter aborted tha pick-up at that time jefare eifective fire could
be placed on his alrcraft, Relayins throngh "David 30", "Pedro 91" radioed that he
would again attempt a pick-up to extract the second cres member, again the consid-
eration was to get the crew member out without further lnjuries add to remove

the American personnel agzainst whom the Viet Cong were ilirecting their mortat
attacke It was felt by all that the continued mortar attacks were in an effort

to kill the Avericans and kihsp tha rescue ship out of tie area, #f a successful
extraction could be make quicily it was thought that ths mortar attack would

neage or at least diminish in volume, tlus, suffer fewer casualties, Each time

as the rescue aircrat't descended inte the outpost the " [-Bird" gunships provided
escort and accurate heavy suppressive fire. The fire sipport provided by the
"T-Birds" was effictive and undoubtedly caused both casialties and spread
confusion in the ememy positions. "During the second ani third pick-up attempts
the Viet Cong shifted same:of it's mortar fire fram the ocutpost and was now

firinz along the attack path used by the "T-Birds", many rounds were observed
falling into‘the rever in close proximety to the gunshiis, One "T-Bird" aircraft
received damage due to the:bursting mortar rounds. Onc2 the second crewman was
aboard "Pedro 93" the "T-Birds" escorted him to altituds and back to Ca Mau, °
During the entirg extraction "David 30" remained below the clond layer to direct
the gunships and the rescue helicopter., While doing sc he pin pointed at least
two mortar positions, "David 30" rematned over the area to mark the enemy positionn
for ihe fighter alrnraft which resulted in destroying tiem md preventing further
attacks an the defemseless ocutpost,
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In the axecution of tids rescue under continual a tomatic weapons, umall
arms8 [iro and mortar [fire tne teamwork whas all that cculd ha possivly attained,
‘he judgement, plaanlng, coafdination and pertormance (f duty be the crews
involved in tids actlon is worthy of the hihest praise and should be duly
recogulzed, It should be noted that the mission could not have been performed
had it not been for the coordination and radio relay provided by "David 30°
his marking of the enemy positions and directing the arxplete rescue, Tiw
gallantry, mission orientation and complete disreguard of t.heir osn personal safety
of "Pedro 91" was also vital. The gallantry shown by the "T-BHirds" ad the devase
tating suppreasive fire and scrcening was the prime factor in keeping the enemy
from placing accurate fire on the rescue alrcraf'te Had the crews of any of thase
aircraft delayed their descisions to make the picke-up and not shown such tremendous
rate would nost certainly have been much greater. I strongly recammend th-:. all
crews involved in this rescue mission be awarded the Silver Star for thair actions
under such adverse and overwhelming conditions,

This action was clearly an cxampls of coodinated a:tion of US Army and
S AMr Force aircralt worklnyg tosether, inprovising as hey went alonp to perform
s neroic rescue deep in Viet Cong terriiory in an area wavily defended by a
Battalion of front ling main force troopss It showed tiie courage, drive and
dedication of American military aviatiors in the highes. tradition of our

American heritape.
AA‘&(‘-’"‘ —————

JOSEPI N. LASEAU
Major Infantry
Cammanding
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