
MISSION NARRATIVE REPORT:  (Det 10, 38th ARRSq, 1(-38-541  25 
01111111!!!! 

Nov  67) 	r  
At 0143Z, Det 10, 38th ARRSq was notified by 17 DASC of a FAG aircraft, 

"David 27," dawn in the Nam Kan forest area south Df Ca Man, coordinates 	• 
8 degrees 44 minutes north, 104 degrees 55 minute east. The aircraft had 
made four "Mayday" calls than no further contact was possible. Pedro 91 
launched at 0147Z and Pedro 39 launched at 0153Z flying at 5500 above the 
clouds. At approximately 0220Z "Playboy Control" (Radar control at Ca Man) 
made contact with the Pedros and advised that the aew coordinates were 
8 degrees 45 minutes north, 104 degrees 59 minutes east, and that a PAC 
aircraft "David, 30," was orbiting the area. Pedrc 91 was advised by David 
30 that the David 27 aircraft was upside down rise to a Vietnamese compound 
but both occupants were moving around and appeared to be alright. Pedro 91, 
the primary LER helicopter had to land at Ca Mau Army Airfield due to 
insufficient fuel. Pedro 39 who had more fuel, ccatinued an, arriving at 
the compound. at 0300Z. In the meantime David 30 tad flown low level passes 
over the area received no ground fire, and declared the area safe for 
Pedro 39 to land. The Vietnamese compound was in a clear area on the north 
bank of the river. A heli-pad was marked between the dbmpound and the 
river,. and the downed aircraft was about 100 yards west of the heli-pad. 
There was no radio contact with the ground personrel, however, David 30 
advised Pedro 39 that the Americans were inside tha compound. Pedro 39 
then made a spiraling approach from high altitude to the helipad. There 
was no one in sight and as Pedro 39 was calling out  on the PA system  for 
t.......Wal ligjai:ggsa_grotuidtoe ----- rsonng  in the  area. 

9 imm atel$ tookoff and David 30 advised Pedro to remain clear of 
the area until a fire suppression team arrived. Isdro-39 then had to 
return to Ca Mau for refUe1i4. David 30 also advised that he had picked 
up heavy automatic weapons groundfire and one hit When the mortar attack 
began. The area of ground fire was inland from Us south river bank. 
Meanwhile Pedro 91 was on its way to the site and arrived just prior to 
a flight of three US Army armed helicopters, "T-Bird 6". David 30 advised 
that although the compound was in Vietnamese contiolthe area was highly 
concentrated with VC and, with the Americans intke compound, the VC would 
overrun the place at nightfall. Therefore it was imperative that the 
Americans be removed as soon as possible. With D i& 30 doing an out-
standing job of organizing the rescue, ths•armedbelicopters laid down' a . 
smoke screen on the opposite shoreof the. river ami!set,up for 

 Taint 6 flight began their straffingrans.on the opposite shore - 
as„Pedro 91 made an approach from the northwest. lis:Pbdro 91.was 
transitioning into a hover it was noted that only Vietnamese were coming- 
out of the compound and a go-around was initiated. At this time the 
Americans were spotted back in the compound and a low 360 pattern was made 
around the compound back:to the pad. The FAQ pilct came towards the heli-
copter but he was followed by approximately 20 Vietnamese. As the FAQ 
pilot and a wounded Vietnamese were boarding theIslicopter mortar rounds 
began falling in the area. Since the other Amerlican, a Marine Lt Col, 
was in the back of the crowd with no hope of getting to the chopper and 

• SSgt Crawford and Sgt Pearson were havingdifficulty keeping the other 
Vietnamese out of the chopper, Pedro 91 tookoff ard went into orbit north 
of the compound. When T-Bird 6 was set up for ancther attack Pedro 91 
went in and hovered over the helipad until the Lt Col was in position to 
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board the aircraft. Upon leading the helicopter, SSgt Crawford jumped ‘7.1!.'s6 .' 
out and assisted the Lt Col aboard while trying t<  keep the mob of 	

r 

Vietnamese_from climbing cli-TEe helicopter.  Durirg this time mortars 	-.72  
1.-iiere again impacting ta area. As soon as SSgt Mawford leaped aboard  
Pedro 91 tookoff and returned to Ca Mau, escorted by T-Bird 6. The two ' 
recovered Americans later explained that the compcund had been mortared 
the night before and it, was anticipated  the heliccpters were coming  in 
to evacu.te the wounded 	 es. After refuEling, Pedros 39 and 91 
returned 	 5Z. 8 sorlies, 6 plus 20 hours. 
The rescue was hampered greatly by the lack of racio facilities at the 
outpost; considerable confusion among the ground rersonnel resulted 
because of this. Radio coordination among David 30, both Pedro aircraft, 
and the gunship flight was excellent. Three comIxt saves - heavy ground 
fire encountered. 

CREWS: (All Assigned to Det 10, 38th ARRSq) 

Pedro 91: 

RCC - Captain Laurence W Conover 
RCCP - Captain William J Haagen 
FE - SSgt William L Crawford 
PJ - Sgt Jerry Pearson 

Pedro 39: 

RCC Capt Donald E Van Meter 
RCCP - Capt Thomas D Precious 
FE - Sgt Bernard L Touchette 
PJ - AlC James L Parks 

4!=ef-t4d/d 
HAROLD PICKERLUG, Major USAF 
Commander 
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21ST INFANTRY DIVISION ADVISOR/ DitACHiaNT 

Advisory Team 51 
APO 964C2 

MACTN.B1041L0 	 11 December 1967 

FROM: Senior PAC, 21st Infantry Division, APO 9640 

SUBJECT: After Action Report 

.TO: Commander 22nd TASG, APO 96320 
Commander 504th Ta5G, APO 96227 
Commander 35th TAC Fighter ';!ing, APO 9(227 
Cormander 336th Aesault Helicopter Co., APO 96296 
Commander Get 10, 3f1th Rescue Op, APO .6320 

IN TUhN: 

1. NAMES OF OPinATION AND HATE:  Helicopter -resets of two Americans shot 
down at Nam Gen .outpost on 25 Hovember 1967. 

2. PLPuRTING OFFIOLR: hajor Chester A. Walborn, FR27154, Division PAC, 
21st Infantry Division APO 96402. 

3, AREA OF OnffATION: 
of Vietnm. 

4, FcrcEs TN OFI'tATION: 
battalion etrencth. 

NI= Can outpost, An Xuyen Province, Republic 

2 H43, 3 . UH1D, t 040 and a hostile force of 

5, sACKmouND:  On the nirht of 24November, Nam CDn outpost was hit with 
approximately 100 rounds of 82mm mortar fire killing one soldier and wound-
ing nine others. Nam Can is an isolated outpost unich pits 30 miles south 
of Ca Pau, the Capital of An Xl4en Province, and eln ronly-be resupplied by 
helicopter. The outpost is surrounded on all sides by . the densely wooded, 
triple canopied Nam Can Forest which is strongly . hDld by the Viet Cong. , 

On the morning of 25.  November tie Senior PAC 3f An Xuyen Pralines, 
Captain Charles J. Louvorn, and LTG Ted'Cnlpepper (liSMAC), the Deputy Senior 
Advis-nr for An Xuyen Province, were on a visual re:onnnissance mission trying 
to locate the Viet Cong mortar positions when they were hit in the engine of 
the 0-1 severing their oil line. Knowing their firing time was now limited 
to a few minutes they crash landed on the helipad t Nam Can rather than 
chance going down in Viet Cong territory enroute t) Ca Man. 

I was flying in Bac Lieu Province evaluating :he results of harrassment 
and interdictinn artillery fire when T .  was advised that a FAC'was down in the 
Nam Can area. I flew to Ca Mau, refueled, and toed off enroute to Nam Can. 
I WA working with Playboy Control and I was in cort.aert with Pedro 39, and 
Pedro 91, 2 H43 rescue helicopters who were scrambled frau Binh Thuy to reecue 
the down crew. Pedro 91, flown by Captain Larry Conover, was law on fuel and 
I directed that he lam; at Ca Mau to refuel prior . ..o proceeding.to ham Can. 
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MACTN.ElmALO 
SUBJLCTi After Action Report 

11 December 1967 

• 
I was in contact with Thunderbird Chief the flight leader of a heavy fire 
team (3 UH1D Gunships) who had been scrambled to support the rescue effort 
and was enroute to the outpost. I asked his fuel itate and was told. it 
eoo 1bs departing Ca Mau. Knowing this would permt only 15 minutes at 
Nam Can I advised him to return to Ca Mau and top (ff with fuel. About 
10 minutes; prior to landing at Ca 'au I had reuesled twa fights of f100 
aircraft with M117 bombs, rockets, CUI and 20mm to suppress what I was sure 
would be intense automatic weapon fire. I also oxiocted a simultaneous 
mortar attack on the outpost aa soon aa a holicopt(r touched down on the 
holipsd. (On le June, during an operation tachanio the I.F company at Nam 
Can with ono from Dam i;o1, the Vict Cone bracketed the helipad as the first 
Chinook touched down and then badly shot up the nincers" Gunship Platoon 
as they tried to suppress, wounding four members oi the platoon). hen I 
arrived in the tarEct area. I closely checked the positions where I had 
found VC strongpoints on 18 June and while I could sec oovcral freshly made 
well constructed VC bunkers and four Dampens I did not drew any pound fire 
nor did I sco any VC. I could see the two Americar crcw-rxml.lers on the 
helApad.but I was not sure of their physical condition and I expected the 
VC to soon renew their attack. I. was confident thct thc VC were concentrated 
south of the river I elected to clear Pedro 39 in to the outpost without 
delay and without fire suppreosion in an effort to utilize surprise.. I.' 
soIected'sn approach path for the rescue attcn!pt, eirccted Pedro 39 to 
approach fron tho north and mnrhed his IP with a crake rocket. I told him 
to stort down from 2500 feet at thia.amoko.and.marl ,.ed a point on thu river 
by thc butpoot where hc wns to turn into 	wind toward the heripead. Alter 
observing that his flirht path was perfect I moved. south of the river and 
hold over the aren frcn which hest -11c fire was expeoted in an effort to • 
draw fire r1ny'r4 Ithe rcoeuo atter:pt. Au Pedro Yillared and touched, down, 
the outpost was hit with a 6 rsund berme of mortar fire. One round fell 
in the toter/A= on the west end of.the..holipadi one inL the river to the east, 
and four sent over the out:Pout impacting about. 100 reters north Of the outpost 
perimater.7At this timeI.camc.undor4ntense grouni fire anal estimated the 
'volume Ofsfire it -mOre than 2C automatic weapons p1 is small: arms. I took one 
round -threugt,the cockpits'. 'Aline -I have-received a lot.ofIround Lire in my 
tour this'wes - the.best fire disciplined Viet Cong uiit I have seen. 'The 
volume of'fire]Could net have.  been trona unit amalLer than.a heavy weapons 
company::: Thie rescue attempt would have been succe;sful except that the crew 
to be picked up ran for a bunker rather than get ab)ard the helicopter. I 
told Pedro 39 to get out or there and go to Ca 1:au vcauso I would not consider 
another attempt without strong fire suppression on •he south bank. 

Aithoush.I had requested two flighto of FlOO aLrcraft very early, it 
was 40 minutes before-a flight was scrambled in sup)ort of the rescue 
operations althouda the request did not require a p Lrallel at either.pree4mcs 
province or divinion.'/ had requested the fighters under the provis4on for 
suppressing fire against a rescue helicopter. This great delay in getting 
tactical Air wan begining to complicate the - rescue , Iffort beceuze Iwas 
now faced 'with the alternatives of either delaying he recommend cenducting 
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SUDJeaT: After Action Report 

11 December 1967 

the rescue under cover of air attack but without tie gunohips who would 
have to return for fuel,. or to act immediately and suppress with the gunships 
and conduct the rescue amid enemy reaction that I cnew could not suppress 
without tactical air. To add another element of uacertaining to these two 
unattractive alternatives I could see that the crashed aircraft was upside 
adown nnd I. wee not sure the occupants were unhurt, I thus elected to 
proceed imeodiatley and suppress wiLh the Thunderb.rds. 

Thunderbird Chief advised, me that he had two •!5 minute . smoko pots that 
are normelly wed to mark landing zones prior to serreobile troop inseteaon. 

elected to uoe teem. he made one pass down the south bank of the river 
and put out the two erske pots in an effort to screen the rescue effort . 
from the Viet Gong on the south side of the river. He and I drew heeT7 
autoruetic weepcn fire as he made this pass as I agein held over the Viet 
Cone concentration to attempt to divert fire from the mashies. One of 
the cmoke pots ignited and one did not which proviaed at best minimal screen-
ing for the extraction, but after quickly talking he situation over we 
those to proceed. 

The extraction plan involved the approach of Iedro 91 from the north 
brechine east into the helipad on the north bank, (ocrdinated with the 
Thunderbirds aperoaching from tho north to a point 600 meters east of the 
target laying down heavy suppressive fire ecn i thec y( position, and breaking 
week. down the south bank and attcmgfhelaildYnead over the Viet Gong ' 
guns sunchronizing the effort, and diverting fire isrom the helicopters. 
Acn the first attempt was made in this manner, both the gunehipe end I 
received heavy automatic weapons fire and the Viet Cong hit the heliport 
with another mortar barrage. On this pass the VC Itre also mortaring the. 
path used by the gunshipa s ‘deeaging one. aircraft, The downed crew again 
was not at the pad and I told Pedro 91 to come off to the north and the 
Thunderbirds ale° cane north of the river to pet s(t up to try again. On 
the second atterpt we used the sane tactic and the Thunderbirds aeain laid 
down a superbly positioned cover of machinecun and rocket fire to screen the 
rescue effort. The helipad was agin mortared and cll the aircraft again 
came under intense ground fire. This effort got to FAC pilot aboard but 
the Marine LTC did not because he was trying to get the five wounded 
Vietnamese aboard, as.well. I did not know there wtre wounded Vietnamese 
there and there. was not enough roam in the tiny H31I  *reoeatWthem out. I 
had been unsuccessful at Getting radio communicaticn with the outpost 
because no American was normally on the ground there which is why - I did not 
know there were wounded at the outpost. There were also about 30 ARVN 
soldiers trying to got aboard the helicopter. I tcld the pilot of Pedro 
91 to 'get out again after the mortar barrage resealed and when LTC 
Culpepper did not get aboard.. tet made a third effort synchronized as before 
and were successful this time in completing the reseue although the helipad 
was again mortared and alleaircratt involved again. received intense ground 
Lire, 

I feel the gallant performance of the Thunderbirds aad the two rescue 
pilots in the face of deternined Viet-6=g resietanre meritirthe award of 
the Silver Star. This action was conducted 3Q.atiles into etrongly held Viet 
Cong territory in the face of desperate attempts-of :& well armed hostile 
battalion to prevent the rescue effort. It was completed without prestrike 
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- 
by tactical air which would have reduced greatly tee volume of' eunfire on the 
aircraft taking part in the rescue, I do not feel that a lesser award than t 
Silver Star would do junt ice to the courage And ga:lantry of the aircrews involved 
who completed a daring rescue with minimal recourcee against heavy reeietance 
by the VC. 

The Pedro creee displayed great courage and determinetion to sueced when 
they could not have been critieized for declining ho enter the inferno of fire 
until multiple tactical airetrikee had been put on the Viet Cong positions. It 
is truly reassuring to me to eta dedication to clut: .  and their willing aeeeptanee 
of greet rieke on the port of theme men, in their unarmed aircraft. 

The Thunderbirds, heavy fire team, could also have called the effort off 
aa being too hazardous and they also displayed greet courzee in pressing on. 
Their four paesee, first leying the smoke ecreen dcwn and then screening the rescue 
effort wee the most deveatatine fire suppruezion I have ever ceen. They were 
simply superb. Alteeeeh I do not believe the perfcrmence of aey of the aircrew* 
involved :could possibly have been improved, Each (re ceneed the urgency of 
the situatione  evaluated the riek involved, and prceced on the complete the 
mission. There was not ono tiny bit of diosention from anion° as I outlined 
the eituetion and cueeested a plan. Each element tnderotood his function in 
the plan and neceuted in a manner which reflected the highest traditions of 
the Aeerican figeting man. 

hella there ray be internervice bickering at came echelens, this WAS a . 
classic exaeple of determined cooperation to complcte an extremely difficult 
task in a most gallant manner. 

6. t7re:TeTH: Shortly after this rescue oporatior I expended two flights of 
F1007; 77777s 03 with E7501b bombs, and amm, and blade 05 with 45001b 14 Drag 
bambo o  2 LAU-3 recket rods,. 2. CLe-2 and 2()mm). Thcee flirhte saturated the 
are where I had obnerved one mortar to be 3ecated (rid where meet of the - 
autexatie weapon atd tracer fire had cone from. Tlis area wes eirpler devastated 
with 'arepeble one and by steefire, and the mortar position woe hit .  by the 
first 7501b bomb and five oeher bunker weapon positions were dettroyed. Two 
more flighte of F100 1 s crld a _talent of A-1Hts were later expended in the areato 
neutrelize other heetile etrore points. 

• The Vietnerceo ireerpret,r who was on the ground during this action and that 
night told re the next morning that the wounded Viet Cong could be hoard 
screaming with pain all threughout-the-eieht. The houtile unit wns reported 
as the U-reLan Ii Battalion of Viet Cong reinforced by a heavy weapons company'. 
There is little 'doubt that they were bedly crippled as a fighting unit. 

When the helicopters went into the area the follnving morning to bring 
out the Vietnamese -  wourdcd they did rot draw a rouri of ground fire, 

Fragmentary inLellieence report from the area :redit the initial airstrikes 
with :35 VC ellA with83 wounded, two nnrtar positions destroyed and four 
machinegun pooitione dectroyed. 

ehe action wse concluded at approximately 1500 hours on 25 November 1967. 

Clre:71h A. ':;ALBall„ Major, USAF 
Division FAO, 21st Infantry Division 
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33641 ASSAULT HELICOPTER COMPANY (UP-1) 

13TH CCMHAT AVIATION BATTALION 
(DELTA BATTALION) 

APO San Francisco 96296 

3 December 1967 

SUBJECT* Combat After Action Report 

TO* 	Detachment 10 
3dth Air Rescue Squadron 
APO US Forces 96320 

On 25 November 1967, an Air Force FAC was shot com and crash landed at Nam 
Can outpost in a heavily wooded area 30 miles south el' Ca Mau. A heavy fire team 
of the 336th Assault Helicopter Company was scramblec to the area. Low ceilings 
in the vicinity of the dcwned aircraft forced the "T-Bird" helicoptecs to fly 
at an altitude of 1200'. Upon reaching the area a redio call was received from 
"Dae.id 30", an Air Force FAC which was orbiting over the area. The pilot-of 
"David Ne informed "T.-Bird Chief" that at the presert time the outpost where 
the aircraft had gone down in was under intense mortir fire from Viet Cong pos-
itions. "David 30" further stated that an area soutt of the outpost.acrose the 
river contained numerous automatic weapons positions ire:baling three .50 caliber 
machine guns as well as mortar dositions. "David 30" advised "T-nird chief" that 
Air Force fizhters had been requested arri euggested that the gunships remain at 
altitude until an airstrike could he conducted on the enemy positions. He further 
stated that any atteedt to extract t o downed crewmer at this time would probably 
result in further loss of airceaft and personnel. "] -Bird Chief" celled to check 
on the estimated time of arrival of tne fighter aircraft and was informed they 
would arrive In appreximatele forty minutes, however the gunships had only thirty „, 
minutes of fuel remaining. During this time mortar rounds were continuing to 
hammer the outpost and it was evident to All concern id the presence of the down-
ed crewmen at the outpost was merely provoking the Vietec-ong into intensifing it's 
attack.. That plus tne fact that no radio contact coLld be made with the downed 
crewmen caused great concern from all the aircrews who feared they were possibly 
severely injured, or would be if the mortering contirued at the present pace. 
"T-Bird Two" chocked his flight for avialble smoke pcts and verified that all 
crews involved were willing to attempt an extremely Hazardous extraction. "T-Bird 
Chief" then informed "David 30" that he was sure he could place smoke pots between 
the enemy positions a rid the outpost if the rescue aircraft in the area would be 
willing to attemPt the pick-up. "David 30" had contict with the rescue helicopter, 
"Pedro 91", from Detachemnt 10, 38th Air Rescue Squacron o  The "T-Birds's" did 
not have radio contact with "Pedro 91" and it was necessary for "David 30" to 
coordinate tactics for 	extraction. The FAC also had visual contact with 
the enemy positions and this was instrumental in dixecting the gunships into the 
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. rqa to place out the smoke pots at the most advantagoue positions. To prevent 	for 
and doubt as to the location of the enemy poeitions "Daeid 30" made a low pans 
over them and put out a smoke grenade to mark them. He then returned to altitude, 
remaining below the clouds and above the hostile positiens in order to direct the 
"T-Birds" into the area as well as the rescue aircraft. Once the enemy positions 
were located by the "T-Bird" aircraft "T-Bird ehief" drepped down loe level north 
of the outpost with "T-Bird Two" providing fire support while the emole3 pots were 
put out. The "T-Bird" aircraft proceeded at an altitude of ten feet le. :e -  the river 
and parallel the enemy positions. "T-Bird Chief" dropped two twenty minute smoke 
pots out while "T-Bird Two" led the fire team between the lead ship and the enemy 
positions in order to place suppressive fire onto them. The "T-Bird" aircraft then 
Proceeded at low level north of the outpost and conducted a thorough recon of the 
srea over which "Pedro 91" would have to fly going into the out post. "David 30r 
relayed the landing instructions to "Pedro 21" and recoefirned that the rescue 
eircraft felt that the smoke would provide adequate coneaalment and that they 
felt the situation warranted an immediate attempt of ths extraction. "David 30" 
-eeelved an affirmative reply and "Pedro 91" set up an loproach into the outpost 
eith the "T-Bird" gunehips as an escort. lhe T-Birds" mppressed the enemy 
positions with rocket and machine gun fire, establishin; a circular orbit over 
the rescue helicopter and flying parallel to the enemy )ositione to place more 
effective fire Onto them. Remaining at an altitude of )ne hundred feet the 
gunships drew enemy gunfire to themselves and away from the rescue helicopter. 
Tha suppressive fire provided by the "T-Birds" pinned dem the enemy and was the 
premary factor in preventing the rescue ship from being accurately engaged by the 
numerous enemy automatic weapons positions. The first ittempt at pick-up failed 
because the downed crew had gone to a bunker ken the no tar attack began because 
they did not consider a rescue attempt possible. On th) second attempt "Pedro nr, 
picked up one crewmen and then again came under intense mortar fire. The pilot or 
the rescue helicopter aborted the pick-up at that time )efare effective fire could 
be placed on his aircraft. Relaying through "neeid 30", "Pedro 91" radioed that he 
would again attempt a pick-up to extract the second ere; member, again the consid-
eration was to got the crew member out without further Injuries add to remove 
the American personnel against whom the Viet Gong were iirecting their mortat 
attack. It was felt by all that the continued mortar atacke were in an effort 
to kill the Avericans and kttp the rescue ship out of tle area, if a successful 
extraction could be make quiclay it was thought that th3 mortar attack would 
cease or at least diminish in volume, thus, suffer fewe7 casualties. Each tme 
as the rescue aircraft 'descended into the outpost the "C-Bird" gunships provided 
escort and accurate heavy suppressive fire. The fire sipport provided by the 
"T-Birds" was effictive and undoubtedly caused both cmlelties and spread 
confusion in the enemy positions. -During the second ani third pick-up attempts 
the Viet Cong shifted some . of it's mortar fire from the outpost and was now 
firing along the attack path used by the "7-Birds", many rounds were observed 
falling into . the rover in close proadmety to the gunshi2s. One "T-Bird" aircraft 
received damage due to the:bursting mortar rounds. Onca the second crewman was 
Aboard "Pedro 9" the "T-Birds" escorted him to altitudl and back to Ca Mau. ' 
During the entir, extraction "David 30" remained below the cloud layer to direct 
the gunships and the rescue helicopter. While doing so he pin pointed at least 
two mortar positions. "David 30" remained over the area to mark the enemy position.' 
for the fighter aircraft which resulted in destroying tint end preventing further 
attacks on the defonseless outpost, 
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In thu oxocution of this roscue under continual at tomatic weapons, small 
arms fire and mortar fire Lutif tt)amwork wiles all that cculd be possiuly attained. 
Ihe judi;emant, plarU.n, coerdination and performance cf duty be the urews 
involved in this action is worthy of the highest prais( and should be duly 
rek;o6tLized. It should be noted that the mission calla not have been performed 
had it not been fbr the coordination and radio relay inovided by "David 30' 
his marking of the enemy positions and directing the expiate rescue. The 
gallantry, mission orientation and complete disreguard of their van personal safety 
of "Pedro 91" was also vital. The gallantry shown by the "T.-Birds" aid the devas. 
tating suppressitie lire and screening was the prime factor in keeping the enemy 
from placing accurate fire on the rescue aircraft. Had the crews of any of these 
aircraft delayed their desaisions to make the pick-up aid not shown auch tremendous 
rate would nest certainly have heen much greater. I stmngly recommend th—• all 
crows involved in this rescue mission be awarded the Silver Star for thair actions 
under such adverse and overwhelmim; conditions. 

This action was clearly an example of coodinated attion of US Army and 
US Air Force aircraft working to,,;ethur, ihprovising as hey went along to perform 
s 'neroic rescue deep in Viet ('on g territory in an area Jeavily defended by a 
Battalion of front line main force troops. It showed tte courage, drive and 
dedication of American military aviatiors in the highes; tradition of our 
American heritage. 

JOSEPH N. LASEAV 
Major Infantrl 
Commanding 
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