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IROMi DetaChment 6, 38th ARRS, APO 96227 9 October 1967 

SUBJECT: Narrative Mission Report (6-36-57-4  Oct 67) 

TO: 3rd ARRSOp 

1. At 1030L, 4 October 1967, Dot 6, 38th ARRS, Bien Hoe AB, WM vas Wormed by 
rd ARROp .7SAJW that a  mid-air collision  1*4. occurred at 106°30fly 11'10IN (24 

northvest of Bien Hoe AB). At the same instant, via the primary crash net, 
Pet 6 VSB informed of an  airborne emergency on a 0-7, 15  miles northwest. The 	' 
0-7 had unknown damage to the tail section and Planned an immediate landing at 
Bien Hoe AB. Third ARROp JSARC requested we  lannah 2 118-43's to the Site of  the 
mid-air. The second alert crew was recalled and necessary preparations °Depleted: 
While the first alert crew covered the emergeney landing of the 0-7. At 110014 
two Dot 6 Bl1-43 1 5 departed for the position of the incident. At that time, the 
only information known was that there had been a mid-sir at the above location 
involving the C-7 and another unknown aircraft. 

24 While enroute, content vas establiShed with Pedro 46, a an Son shut AB HI-43. ' 
He reported that he was close to the crash site and that an Army CH047 had platted 
a man on the ground Who had made a hest,  check of the wreckage, but was unable to 
locate any personnel. Upon the arrival at the crash peens of the two Dot 6103-43's 
(Pedro 77 and 97), the Army CH.47 departed the area. Two UR-1 1 8 were orbiting the 
area, searching, and on a sem/ABB-43 from Tan on )hut AB (Pedro 79) joined in 
the effort. Pedro 97, from Dot 6, assumed on-scene command and Pedro 46 and 77 
were directed to return to Tan Son Nhnt and Bien Boa respectively. The Army air-
craft vere asked to remain clear of the immediate area of the wreckage, and Pedro 
97 lowered a pararescueman to the ground. This man remained on the ground for 
approximately 20 minutes and then was retrieved When he reported no evidence of 
the crew. 

3. Knowing the C-7 had landed at Bien Boa, details about the incident were request-
ed through Hawk Control (3 TFW Command Post) by Pedro 97. In addition, an intel-
ligence.report on the area was requested. The area consisted of thick second-growth 
jungle, with the ground visible through 15 - 20 foot young trees. The area was 
criss-crossed with many trails, and tunnel entrances were noted as close as 75 yards 
from the wreekge. Pedro 79 observed a all group of vatienoi13esi. mile wait of 
the crash site. No ground fire was encountered. 

A.  While the pararescueman was searching the wreckage,  and for 30 minutes after 
that, the area within a two mile radius of the wreckage was searched by Pedro' 79 
and 97. Nothing of significance was noted. At about 1220L, Issue Control at; 
Cu Chi (10°59'N, 106°30'E) advised they had information about the accident and 
that JP-4 fuel was available there. Pedro 97 had been unable to obtain any infor-
mation as to exactly what had happened from the Bien Boa Command Post, eo both 
Pedro helicopters departed the area for Cu Chi.  While refueling there, we  were in, 
formed that the mid-air occurred at 3000' and a crew  member  on the 0-7 observed  an 
0-1 type aircraft spin straight in, mine, one wing,  and had not seen wow exit 
the aircraft.  It was also learned a U-10,  known to be in that area at the time of 
the mid-air, was miss4ng. This U-10 had only one man aboard. He wore no parachute. 



5. Positive ingormation as to whether the pilot vas in the wreckage was essential. 
The parer:m=0mm felt quite positive there was no one in the weeks", but stated . 
that by. himself and without tools, he could not investigate the wreckage as thorough.. 
ly as he desired. Authority mas obtained to again place the rescue men on Vas 
ground at the crash site, and this was soon acoomplished. Pedro 79 lowered a Tan 
Son Nhut fireman and Pedro 97, the parersscueman that had prelim:0;y searched the 
wreckage. A thirty minute search ky these two men failed to reveal any evidenoe 
of the missing ion. The immediate surrounding area (consist/neer nearly impessibia7 
ender-growth) fbr adistanoe of 15 to20 feet was also searched with negative resulig 
No articles of personal clothing or any weapons mere located. 

6. The Arm'  man that first investigated theureckage reported seeing ao foot prints 
in the soft ground about the wreckage. There was no reported reoeption of radio beam 
eon sigpals. The Am helicopter pilot that layered • man to the wreekage trans-
mitted on MP radio "Were getting amen out nova. The pilot was referring to the 
feet that he was about to lower an= to the ground. At no time mealiest ever seen 
at the crash site (other than the rtoscua crews). 

7.. When the two rescue men were recovered tly Pedro 97, the search was terminated, 
and. ell aircraft departed the area. The probebility of aperaan surviving such a era& 
is considered small. The probability of locating avow in such terrain is even less. 
Because of the insecure state of the area, further search efforts are considered 1$.-
practical. Pedro 79 and 97 terminated st Tan San Mut and the search suspended. A 
total of 8 sorties and 7+55 hours mere novo by the Pedro helicopters. 

The crew of Pedro 97 was: 

RCC Maj James F. Okonok 	Dot 6 
CP Capt Sheridan. E. gawk 	Dot 6 
FE SSgt Donald S. Kearton It Dot 6 
IS A2C Terrence Treutel 	Dot 6 

The crew of Pod= 79 vast 

RCC M44 Phillip L. Rice 
CP Capt Joseph K. Dennis 
FE S3gt Orby F. Whiteker 
RS A2C Jerry R. Evans 

exonx4  Major, USAF 
scue Crew Commander 

Dot 14 
Dot 14 
Dot 14 
Dot 14 




