





Narrative Mission Report

(6-38-56-2 Oct 67)

1. This mission involved the recovery of a MAC\' team member from a
steep mountain side 61 miles northeast of Bien foa. Two HH-43's from
Detachment 6 had been in this same area throughcut the morning on an
aircrew recovery mission involving the crash of an Ammy L-19 air-

craft (mission 6-38-55-2 Oct 67). The L-19 had been downed by hostile
firc and a twenty man MACV team had been landed one-half mile north of
the crash immediately afterwards. They were to attempt rescue or to
secure the area against hostile ground forces sc that an air rescue
could be accomplished.

2. At 1320L, five minutes prior to the arrival of the helicopters at
Bien Hoa, the Joint Search and Rescue Center ad\ised a member of the
MACV team had been injured and an air recovery vould be necessary. Due
to mechanical difficulties with one of the HH-4:'s, an HII-43 from Detach-
ment 14, Tan Son Nhut Air Base, was alerted to e¢ssist in the recovery.
After refueling at Bien loa, Pedro 97 and Pedro 79 (Det 14) departed for
the area at 1425L. To facilitate communications between the helicopters
and the ground party, an Air Force Forward Air (ontroller was secured.
Cover was supplied by two Ammy gunships.

3. The man had suffered a compound fracture of the leg. His location
on the mountain was such that he could not be mcved due to terrain and
the presence of unfriendly ground forces in the vicinity. Enroute to
the area, instructions were passed from Pedro 7¢ through the FAC to the

MACV team concerning the splinting of the leg and loading of the man into

/02






