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t 1967 FR.OK: Det 9, J8th AHRSq(J8-90PS/4184) 

SUBJECT: Mission Narrative, 9-38-18 - 24 Aug 67 (U 

TO: Jrd .&\..~p (RGRC) 

1. (C) (Gp-4) Det 9 was notified by II D.\SC at 08: ~5Z that an ~ UH-1 
helicopter had crashed 335 degrees at 22 miles from Plei.ku Air Base. l 
PAC 0-lE "Elliot 10" was at the site and reported tl at three survivors were 
in need of assistance. JSARC was noti!ied 'While Pee lrO 56 prepare,d to 
scramble • .. 
2. (C) (Gp-4) Pedro 56 launched at 0830Z when it ' ras ascertained that two 
AlE fighters · v~re being scrambled !or nrescort". Pndro 74 was on a training 
mission and joined Pedro 56 at 0835Z. 

J. (C) (Gp-4) While en.route, Eru.ot 10 reported t :iat tbe helicopter had 
crashed in a very swi.tt river. Throughout the oper Ltion Elliot 10 did an 
excellent job of coordinating the operations. Thre • survivors were in sight, 
several hundred yards down the river on the shore a.id Gil islands. The actual 
crash wreckage bad sunk and was not visible, howeve :-, an oil slick was observed 
coming from one general area. Two of the survi. vors were located fairly close 
together, one on a small rock island in the river a xl the other on shore about 
JO teet aw.7. Pedro 56 approached these two in ord ~r to effect their pickup. 
The first man on the island was confused on how to >perate the juDgle penetrator, 
so Pedro 56 hovered right up beside him am he was "11.led in by the pararescue­
man and tlight eDgineer. The other man was given ilStructions yta the loud 
hailer and he was hoisted up ldth co prolilem:. rt ~ i! necessal')" tor Pedro~ 
<o hover with about 10 feet of rotor clearance from the jungle growth. Once 
aboard, the survivors told the helicopter crew that nine people were aboard 
the crash, and one was a Red Cross girl. She was 1 lSt seen by one of these 
men swimming for the east shore several hundred ;yaris upstream. Pedro 56 then 
hovered to the east shore and proceeded upstream to search for the missing 
girl. Meanwhile AlC Smith, the para.rescueman admiD Lstered imnediate tirst 
aid to the two survivors aboard the helicopter. 

4- (C) (Gp-4) Meanwhile, while these two were beUJ picked up, Pedro ·74 
spotted another crew member several lmD:ired. 7arda llpstream on the west shore. 
He was recovered by the jimgle penetrator aD1 hoist usiDg a.bout 50 feet of 
cable. Pedro 71+ then proceeded downstream to se&r< h for lm)l"e survivors. A. 
few seconds later, the girl was spotted on a. small rock island, a.pparentl.7 
injured and in shock. Pedro 74's parareacueman, A;C David Ortiz ·was lowered 
on the hoi:st with a. semi-rigid litter. She was boj sted aboard, then Airman 
Ortiz was recovered am Pedro 74 took ot! for Kontt m. in order to get the 
survivors to medical aid arid to refuel the hellcopt er. Tnnned:iate first aid 
was administered to survivors enroute b7 Airman Ortiz. 
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5. (C) (Gp-4) Pedro 56 still had sufficient fuel, so a close search of 
about 5 miles of the river was o.ade, attempting to locate other surviv:ors. 
This search was contimled for about 50 minutes, but turned up nothing except 
small pieces of wreckage. Rain stonns began moving into the area, s9 Pedro 
56' s RCC, Captain Ricks, decided to depart and get their two survivors to 
further medical aid and join up with Pedro 74 at Kc ntum. Visibility Wa.s 
dropping lower and lower and darlmes: was a.J:)proachi ng. It was necessary to 
fly east until intersecting the highway into Kontun, then follow the highway 
into the ba.se. Visibility with the ground was mair tained only by f1Ying 
about 50 feet off the surface of the highw~. Ea.ct time the helicopter Wa.s 
raised up in order to clear trees, it went I.FR for a few seconds until the 
ground could again be spotted. This cycle continued several times until 
passing directly over Kontum Yonrard Operating Base #2, where Pedro 74 was 
located.. Army helicopter pilots, also at this base, turned on their navi­
gation lights to give Pedro 56 reference for landirg. I.anding was made and 
the survivors were given furtb.er medical aid. 

6. (C) (Gp-4) After the survivors had been given cnedical -aid by the ArrI11' 
medics, the weather had improved, so both helicopters departed Kontum and 
transported the survivors to the 18th Surgical Hos1 ital at Pleiku.. 

7. (U) It is suggested that Army personnel in SEA be given as much train­
ing as possible on the procedures and equip!!ent that &1ES uses. This should 
be given as lectures, demonstrations of equip1"ent l: y ABBS personnel and by 
intensive coverage in Amy publications. This indc ctrination would insure 
safer recoveries of An:iv personnel. 

8. (U) A2C Robert E. White of Det 9, was aboard I edro 74 atd took several 
color slide pictures of the Red Cross girl pickup. These pictures will be 
forwarded when developed. 

9. (U) Crew :::iembers who participated: 

I:WC 
RCCP 
FE 
PJ 

Pedro 56 

Captain Keith H. Ricks 
Captain Robert L. Osborne 
SSgt Arthur L. 1Jood 
AlC John A. sm:i.th 

£,LJo.~ 
RICHA7.D A. SKITH, l·~jor, USAF 
Commander 

-
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Pedro 74 

RCC M~ jor Richard A. Smith 
BCCP C~ ptain Francis B. Gilligan 
FE AJ C Jose G ... Abara 
PJ £ C Dav.id B. Ortiz 

Passenger/ .CC Robert E'. White­
Photographer 



Det 9, 38ARRSq Hist, Jul - Sep 67 

MISSIONS/SAVES 

CHAPTER III 

OPERATIONS 

During this r epor ting period, Detachment 9 flew a total of 34 

scrambles in support of aircraft with emergenciis or personnel in 

distress- Several of these missions were espec: .ally noteworthy . 

4 

On 24 August, one of Detachment 9 1s helicopters was scramb:.ed for 

a fire suppression mission on an Air Vietnam C-, .6. This aircraft , 

with 25 persons aboard, had crashed and caught : 'ire beside the runway . 

The 25 persons evacuated the crash while the he: .icopter suppressed the 

fire. The Vietnamese pilot was injured and was flown to the hospital, 

and one non- combat save was credited, although i ll 25 received fire 

suppression assistance from the HH- 43F. 

Later in the afternoon of 24 August an ArmJ UH-1 crashed in a 

river near Pleiku . Both detachment helicopters responded . Four 

survivors vere plucked from the river including a Red Cross girl. The '" > 
~· four persons, all credited as combat saves , were Miss Cynthia Colburn, ' 
) 

W0-1 Barryton Witherell, W0-1 Richard Morrison e nd E-9 John R. Alt. ~~ 

Five other persons, also on the downed aircraft, are missing in action. 

On 25 September, an Army UH- lB crashed sout:i of Pleilru. One detach-

ment helicopter launched and landed at the crash site . Five persons 

and their gear were recovered. The five persons, credited as combat 

saves, were W0-1 John J. Foden, lLt Francis W. L3.Roue, Capt William 
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AF Crews 
Rescue 4 

1'1.l-:IKU - T\•o Air Furn~ 
rescue l'te\\s from De lll<'JU 

Bl:h Arro:.pacc Re>CUt' :md 
hcco\t't} Squadron at Ple1ku 
AB, plucked u Jltd Cro:.~ held 
orfit·e a~'''tant nnd thr~ Army 
111•rso1111el fror11 lhe Yn l\rnni: 
nolah mw ubout 1! mrles 
s1mlh\\e.~t ol l\nn•um . 

The Armr Ullol ll llul\.\ ht'I~ 
ropter. rrom "-th1..<J9th A ~null 
JlchN111er Co , de\ elopt>d engine 
trouble and \H'nl 1Jov;n in th!! 

rr\ l'f~. -----w~ 

AF Crews Pluck 4 From River 
(('0111lnu1•it rrom Pai;,• I) 

H1.•xbuq;, M11h11, \\'a) ~c.rnnihh•d 
~llb lu• rc~1•111' c:r ,•u 111 1h1•1r 
"l· l3V llu• l..it• lll'llt•1i pl('I tu 
{lfJ chc llu•'Y 

t
~he ... econd llu ~l.:1c, ''1th ~luj 

d1111tl ,\ Smith. 31, of Fort 
1rth, Trx • dl'lnl'hment •'ftm 

i nder, ul rhr f'Ontr11b, \\as re 
nm:.: '" l'IPlku \B mul Joined 
~c:1rd1. 

'a111. Fran•'' B 1;1111i;u11. ~6. 

I 
Wutcrtrw.11, N Y ., l"Optln1 111 
JOr s11111h' err~. :..11d. ··Ttw 
rr \\U~ 111111e 111.111 200 feel 
!'" In 1•l.11't"~ \\uh dense 111ni:lc 
ho1h !!1th• H1l'I•~ · < tl'\\ fuunci 
• 1.:01111111 ol lhP lluey :incl 011(' 

of the pn i;engllrs Wt" pll'kt>d 
UI> 1h,• 11i101 Both our hehctlP· 
1t•r.. u cn1 hm a11d h(•\ erc1l over 
1he rt\er. 

"\\ e 1 O\ l'rcd I 111ih-s holh 
w11) from u htre Rtt ks picked 
up lhe C'OPllOI We round the 
\011111! .:1rl from the Red Cro' 
on a ruck In lh•· 11\ er. Sht> h.1d 
been "'' l'pl down 1rr.am .1lmo~1 
11 1111h· from lhc 1·rn,h 'rene " 

Till' 1" o llu~k1~s fie~ 10 lhl" 
l\'.011l11111 Spcr1al Fun,., C.111111 
'14hl'rc 1hc inJ1.:rcd uere gi\en 
flr,1 0111 .111d 1hc:i hmut.111 10 lhll 
U S Arnt)':. 1Rth Sui ~11'111 llos· 
p1tol .11 l'lt•1 k11 

Thr f11w 1 h rnr.mlit-r 11f .\1:1inr 


