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FROM'. Detachment 7, 38th ARRSq 	 22 Aug 1967 4) 
! q//  SUBJCT: Mission Narrative Report, 1-3-126 

TO: 3rd ARRGp 

1. (C)(Group four) Queen notified us at 1130L, 2_ August 1967 that Our 
alert HE-43's were to be launched for an emergency pickup of critically 
wounded Marines from the mountainous jungle area e.even miles southwest 
of Da Nang Air Base. We departed at 1133L, after being advised by Queen 
that UH-1 gunships were on their way to the pickup point to supply RESCOaT. 
I arrived in the area at 1205L, but the R_LSCORT haiL not yet arrived And 
though I was talking with the ground party on FM r:Ldio I had not yet eatab- 
lished visual contact, so held in the general are. waiting for the RESCORT 

helicopters to sterilize it so that we could safe:.y hover for the pickup. 
Heavy hostile fire was reported in the area, and alter the ground party marked 
their position with smoke the UH-l's made several :ow passes but received no 
ground fire, so they cleared me in for the pickup. I pulled into a hover 
about 150 feet above the ground party, and Airman liorpe lowered tie forest 
penetrator through the dense jungle canopy where w( had less than three square 
feet in which to manuever the cable. No difficult:es were encountered in 
lowering the forest penetrator, due to Airman Thorie's clear and concise 
instructions and position reports. I hovered for pproximately ten minutes 
while the ground party attempted to attach their wcunded to the penetrator, 
but they were unfamiliar with its operation and cotld not properly secure 
the wounded to it. Captain Sams, my co-pilot was iiving continuous instruc-
tions to the ground party on FM radio. Suddenly tie Marines on the ground 
dragged their casualties awai-fi-ok the penetrator End dived for cover just 
as there were loud bursts from automatic weapons fire and single rifle bursts 
from directly beneath our position in the hover. 1 2 irman Thorpe said that he 
could see the ricochetting bullets hitting the grcund beneath us, and at 
that time my helicopter started to vibrate excessively and there was a 
noticeable change in Pitch of the rotor RPM. I feared that we had been hit 
and were going to lose power, so started to pull auly for a clear landing 
zone--the RESCORT had advised me to abandon the area, and Airman Thorpe was 
attempting to recover the hoist cable and penetrator. A moment later I was 
forced to cut the cable when it started to tangle ia the trees. I then con-
tinued to fly down the ridge toward a safe emergencf landing area. All per-
formance instruments indicated normally, so I elected to return to Da Nang 
AB to inspect the damage to our helicopter. 

2. (C)(Group four) Support from the UE-1 gunships was excellent. Even 
though the jungle canopy was so thick that they couLdn't see the hostiles 
who were firing on us, the RESCORT's presence and c)ntinuous passes apparent-
ly prevented the enemy from getting set for a clear shot at our hovering 
helicopter. 
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3. (C)(Group four) The time spent in the hover w,Ls extensive because the 
ound party had difficulty securing their wounded to the forest penetra-

tor. During this time Captain 3ams was trying to ielp them by giving 
directions over FM radio. Directions were attache. to the penetrator, 
but apparently no one took the time to read them. At one time a wounded 
man was attached to the penetrator but he was not lecured by the safety 
strap so we had to abort the attempted pickup. 

4. (U) weather was no factor in the mission. 

5. (U) Crew members were: Low Bird- 1/Lt WiInez: T Sehorn, RCC- Captain 
Donald D Sams, RCCP- SSg-t John H Stemple, RS- AlC .kiward L Thorpe, HM. 
Tiigh Bird- Capt Robert Michelsen, HCC; SS g-t J3ugeLe Hoeger, EH; A2C Donald 
J 3oushe1le, S. 

',-/ILL LIN T SHORN, lstLt, USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 

Cltasts if i eld 57 
SUBJECT TO C FZ.ERAL 

SCIMULE OF EZZC,'UTIVE ORDER 11652 A.T.ITOMA. TI 	7.,'IDOMIGRADED AT TWO YEAR INTEIRVA LS. 
ElECLASSIFIED ON______

;"" 7977 

r __________ _____ 
I, ..0 .1-.. 7.  t., 1 '7,-  - - 7 7., 77-  -7 • - -*- -..• .- 7 

44 

DECLASSIFIED 



• r  ■t.0 	 • . 	. 	 • 	 , 

• / 

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
37* AEROSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY SOUADRC N (MAC) 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96337 

RfPtY 1O_ 
MTN oF,;,, 70/t1 

sutrEcT,I.1::',3101: 	_LI'C2.T(1-3-126 2.1 AUG 6'7) (U) 

370 KIK/  
To3rd Lallap (2G2C) A20 96307 

1.(U) This report is submitted in accordance uita.zu: 55-2/3 .122GP 
SUP 1, dated 15 June 1967. 

2.(C) At 1220L JG 25 was returning from a successfCl functional check 
flight when advised by ;Jam to standby for possible launch to  3up.2:ert 

C 93 and 2=10 95 who had been scrambled to evacuate seven wounded 
1:arines located  at 241 0/11:Z:from channel 37. JG ;:.f was cleared to launch 
at 1235L and was airborne immediately. 

3.(C) nroute to the objective JG 25 was aotified that PEDM 95 had 
encountered ground fire, sheared his hoist cable and was returning to 
cannnel 37 escorted by id:=0 93. The weather at de.:Irturst, onroute and 
destination was 3000 1  broken/overcast. with 10 miles risibility and occas-
ional rain showers. JG 25 contacted 0a:3Tauz 14, tha area Command Post, and 
was advised that Deadlock 40 and 41 (ual Gunships) uauld provide :=CO2.T. 

4.(C) 	discipline was good throughout the miss Lon. Upon arrival 
in the area at 1245L, JG 25 was joined by the UE1 1 s Ind contacted CCIISTRUE 
C2 (the objective) on. The objective was located on a saddleback at 
anpror.imatal,y 2800' and was reporting sporadic snipe: 7 fire. The objective 
marked his position with green smoke and JG 25 desce:ided into a hover at 
1250L Throughout the approach, hover and subsequent take off the ual gunships 
did an encellent job flying a racetrack pattern around JG 25 and =pending 
ordnance to discourage enemy fire. 

5.(C) All seven wounded personnel were picked up us:mg appromtmately 175' 
of hoist which had to be threaded between trees. In order to ensure 
sufficient power for the last pickup JG 25 moved the hover position and dumped 
3001bs of fuel. At 1320L all evacues were on board .:nd since at least 
two were critical they were all returned to the Dailazg Naval Hospital. 
JG 25 terminated at dhannel 37 at 1345L. 

6.(C) JG 25 received no battle dAnnge. PED20 95 also received negative damage. 

7.(C) The following problems were encountered: 

a. Z1 contact was erxellent with the objective 
JG25 was in a hover. In this position, directly over 
impossible to understand his transmissions and Vice Ve 
had to be relayed through CU.:STnU3 14. This is a reel 
should be investigated taoroughly. 
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b. Persoanel on the • ;rourci are deploring .L.11 the rota-7

tras attached to the 2orest Pen:trator. These straps must 
the  loist back down to elin4 nAte be reached _rior to sanding 

the possibilit7 of tree hanzup. Tlis results in excessive 
time szpont in a hover. It i.: sug:ested that the advisability 
of installing the etra-;1773777—STE)—un  reel =liar to tbat 
utilized x2"  car sarety -beIts be r3searcaed: 

8.(c) retr soordination aboard JG 25 -.:as excellent. :11 personnel performed 
their duties in a truly professional -Pnner. 

9.(c) Aircraft involved: 

Jolly Green 25 
	

711 

Deadlock 40,41 
	

Dal b7.1 

10.(C) Lre• of JG 25: 

Z.42I-1:0 a. DI= 
ya.1:27. L. 72:00:AK 

TSGT JOIE= TL:Da J2 
A.20 J03.= 	D11271 
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