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DEPARTMENTOFTFIE 	AIR FOR tE 
37M AEROSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY SQUAW' N (MAC) 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96337 

1) ..-4.mcust 1967 
URN TO 
ATM CC 370P3/5104 

WSJECT: 

TO: 

ulission Uarrative 2enort (1-3-123 17Aug67) (U) 

370 
 

3rd A22Gp (2GRC) APO 96307 

1.(U) This report is submitted in accordance with 3rd A22Gp Supplement 1, 
55-1, 27 april 1967. 

2.(C) Jolly Green 30 and Jolly Green 10 were notiIed of cockpit alert at 
1010L, The downed pilot's position was given as 1)05/17 ca 109 and later 
chanced to 360/05. "Je were airborne at 10271a J) were told that the 
survivor was in the water and was injured. Consea - lently, I elected to go 
directly to the coast at minima altitude and =Man airspeed and then 
:arta over the water, a distance of appromia=tely 25 miles. Ue located 
the survivor at 10381a Covey 67 had hin in sight and was circling directly 
overhead which made it possible for us to go dire ;t3;7 to him instead of 
having to search. The survivor was .7 -tag on his tomach in the raft with 
his feet still in the water and had the LC-10 raclio in his hand. It was 
obvious that ae aeeded assistance so the PJ was lowered. The survivor 
was unable to move anything emcept his hands and .ZTIS and considerable 
difficulty was encountered while trying to get tha survivor into the horse 
collar. He was badly tangled in the lanyard from his harness to the raft 
and with various items that were attached to the :.aft by lanyards. The 
survivor was brought aboard at 1055i and then the 2J was nicked up. 

3.(C) .:;ueen requested that the survivor be taken ao Ch 37 and I notified 
them that it would be necessary to take on fuel r.a. Ch 109 and that I 
would then proceed to Ch 37. I had determined, w:ile enroute to the scene 
that it was necessary to arrp fuel in order to hover 0GZ. 	high hover 
was desired to avoid salt snray and to keep the r: ft from being blown around 
emcossively. However, sufficient fuel would have been available to return 
to Ch. 37 =cent that I had inadvertently dumped a7nromiaately 1000 lbs 
more tIvIn  intended with the 1;72 -dump system and would have been very 
marginnl on fuel had we returned directly to ca Y. I proceeded to Ca 109 
and while an final approach the PJ notified me ta:'t the survivor seemed 
to be in emtrame pain. I kmeu that he had a brolan leg and there were 
inaications that he had other injuries. He had ben given two ampules of 
codeine by the PJ and still would scream occasionclly if the helicopter 
vibrated. I called Queen and told them that the lospital ship 2enose was 
in the area and asked if I could ta'ae him there. Lieen said that if 
thought he was in pain to go ahead. The survivor was lying on the floor 
just inside the cabin door which undou btedly was very uncomfortable and 
the PJ did not want to move him from this position to the litter because of his 
injuries. This also contributed to my decision tc take him to the :a:lose. 
The survivor was left aboard the -2epose at 11251a 
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4.(-C) :leather was not a factor durir4; the rescue eneration. 

.;:o%dj J.0 =7iV0:7 uzs unable to -Irovide 	assistance duriag tae picaup. 

3.(C) :o ground fire was encountered while roceeding to the coast at low 
altitude. Covey 37 re:;orted that no boat activity -  from shore had been 
observed. Sand? 7 and 3 ichadusupas lelrere retirning from the picaup 
area and JG 07 arrived on the scene shortly after the nickup attempt had 
started. There was also an unidentified 0-1 in t ie area. 

7.(C) Crew coordination on JG 30 was e=ellent. The only problem encount-
ered was the emcessive dumning of fuel previous mentioned. All necessary 
actions prior to the picaup wore rer:aired to be aecompliched as rapidly as 
possi:)lo due to the very short time enroute and tacre were all completed 
rapidly and efficiently. T:e 22 did an emcellent job aeeping the aircraft 
-msitioned d=in: Yae long hover ro,-uired and in )prating the hoist. It 
was necessary to continually operate the 'hoist LI order to allow the IV 
to accomplish his job. The -2-.1 did an outstanding job. This was his first 
rescue and after entering the water he encountered numerous problems, all 
of which were successfully a7orceme. A2ter tae - pldlaip he oxTri 4 ned the 
m11,.5f, 	took annronriate actions to provide for his safety and comfort 
and aept no advised as to his condition at all tines. The 22 was helping 
the 2J as much as possible. 

8.(C) -cll.-craft involved: 

Jolly Green 30, 10 and 07 
	

U3 L7 •raz 
Covey 	 US 12 0-2 
Unidentified 
	

U33 0-1 
Saady 7 and 8 
	

1;3 Z7 

3acta 

Aircrews: 

Jolly Green 30 (Low) 

:orat AB, Thai, 2-1)5, Cambo Lead. 

Jolly Green 10 (High) 

HCC 
CP 
vw 
BS 

Capt Robert E. Prince 
Eaj Frank L. Trochak 
SSgt Fred :4 Halbert 
A2C Peter H. yrich 

lIC 2)dney G. Parks 
ILT Mirk H. Mitchler 
SSgt lary V. Phillips 
SSgt Sohn H. Stemple 
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.L.0B22T 2. P=C, CPT, USAF 
lescue Crow Commander 
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DECLASSIFIED FROM: RCC/CAPT. EICHOttST 

SULJ,ICT: Mission deport Cii0iN 4 17 eitetly 1967 

TO: Commading Officer 
39 ARRS 

1. 	At 0213Z heard  CAMBO  LEAD  F105  on guard that he 
toward  the water. Position of ejection ws 360/20/Chw 
6 miles from land. COVEY  67 and  63,`0-2's, said.they 

and then the chute. JG30,10 and 07 were on orbit head 
called man in water at 0223Z and he was having difficul 
At 0233Z a voice contact with the survivor was made af 
said his right leg was broken between the knee and thi 
for fuel and SWIFT FLIGHT,2F4's, orbited the scene. 17-' 
and SANDIES 7-8 estimated scene 0312Z. No boats were 
lower PJ and pick up was made at 0245Z. RTB 1:LECTRAOJ 
CH 37 but he had to refuel at 109 first. We asked if  1 
he was not IFR qualified. JG 30 refueled CH 109 0308, 
the hospital ship REPOSE. He requested and recieved p: 
and leave the survivor ion the REPOSE at 0330Z. At 033: 
JG 10-07 landed at CIGAR with JG 30 and they remAind 
RTB CHANNEL 37, after escorting JG 30 to 17N. The 5W 
fragged mission after the pickup along with COVEY 63 al 

was hit, an fire and heading 
mel 109 17-09N 107-07E about 
had the smoke and wreckage 
td - fOr the scene. COVEY 
.-ty climbing into his dingy. 
,er he was inihe raft. He 
;h. COMBO 2 left the area 
=nom 510-505 ETAA0300Z 
seen by COVEY flt. JG30 
G. T3 fakP gUriraVot ta 
re could give him fuel but 
enroute to 37 he flew over 
trmission from QUEEN to land 

JG 30 RTB to CHANNEL 37. 
:here on alert. SANEIES 7-8 
:FT flight was released to 
td 67. 

6c-7 4)  

DOUGLAS  ' .  EICHORST, Capt,USAF 
Rescue Crew Commander 
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37ARRS History, July - September 1967 

107030' East. Jolly Green 30 was directed to t he area by DF steers 
from aircraft over the downed pilot. The pilot , 1Lt James E. 
West, was recovered and returned to Da Nang AB. 

, (20) 1-3-118, 1 Aug 67. Jolly Green 30 an i 07 were scrambled 
from Quang Tri on a parachute twenty-five nauti zal miles North of 
Da Nang AB. Upon arriving at the objective, a search was conducted 
but nothing was found.. After three hours of ai rborne alert, the 
search was terminated. 

(21) 1 -3-119, 6 Aug 67. Jolly Green 07 an 29 were scrambled 
from Quang Tri after being notified that a F-4C was on fire and both 
pilots were ejecting. The area was approximatelT five miles off 
the coast marked by an oil slick. -  A low level 3earch was initiated 
with negative results. Witnesses in other aircraft saw the F-4 go in 
with no parachutes and no beepers. 

(22) 1-3-120, 6 Aug 67. Jolly Green 28 wa3 scrambled from Da 
Nang AB. The objective was Army UH-1 downed by gunfire. Upon 
reaching the scene, the Jolly Green waited until the area had been 
secured by four Narine Huey gunships. After getibg three survivors 
on board, JG 28 developed mechanical problems aid had to leave the 
area. The survivors were one American and two South Vietnamese. 

(23) 1 -3- 121, 7 Aug 67. Jolly Green 29 wa 
when he was diverted to the coast of North Viet 
a downed F-4 crew. An F-100 had voice contact 
and was directing the SAR forces into the area. 
survivor called on guard that he was about to b 
voice contact was established and no visible ev 
was seen. All SAR forces were recalled and the  

3 on an orbit mission 
lam  for the search of 
with the survivors 
At 0800Z, the 
captured. No further 

Idence on the ground 
search terminated. 

(24) 1-3-123, 17 Aug 67. Jolly Green 10 a 
from Quang Tri to pick up a downed pilot in the 
Upon arriving on the scene, Jolly Green 30 coul 
was injured by the way he was lying in the life 
man was lowered to the water to assist the dawn 
pilot was aboard, he was taken to the hospital 
The downed pilot was Major Vollmer, 388th TFW, 

(25) 1-3-124, 17 Aug 67. Jolly Green 26 w 
wren he was advised that the pilots of a Navy R 
3u1f of Tonkin. An oil slick was spotted where 
had gone in. However, no contact was made with 
by either visual or electronic means. The sear 
darkness. 

id 30 were scrambled 
Gulf of Tonkin. 
i see that the pilot 
-aft. A pararescue-
!d pilot. Once the 
ship, USS Repose. 
corat AB, Thailand. 

is on an orbit mission 
- 5 had ejected in the 
the downed aircraft 
the downed pilots 

-:11 was ended due to 

6 



1-) 	s prr-L 

C. SIGNIFICANT RESCUE 

An HH-3E Jolly Green Giant helicopter crew picktd up a downed F-105 

Thunderchief pilot yesterday (August 17), 5 km (3 mil:5) off the coast 

of North Vietnam, just above the DMZ and then flew hi l to the Navy hospital 

ship USS Repose. 

The Jolly Green Giant crew from the 3rd Aeroswe and Rescue and 

Recovery Group at Da Nang air base was standing alert at Quang Tri when 

they were notified the pilot was down. 

It took the Jolly Green 20 minutes to reach the pickup zone. 

"A FAC had located the downed pilot and was cirtling and dipping his 

wing and telling us that the man was right under him,  '  said Major Frank L. 

Trochak, 44, of McAllen, Tex., co-pilot of the choppez. 

While the rescue chopper hovered 50 feet over tie downed pile .„ Staff 

Sergeant Fred M. Halbert, 25, of Great Falls, Mont., the flight engineer, 

lowered Airman Second Class Peter H. Eyrich, 24, of Fzeidburg, Germany, into 

the water on the hoist. 

"The pilot was tangled up in his equipment," Eyzich said, "and his 

legs had  been  injured, but he was alert and began asking questions as soon 

as I got to him." yrich stayed in the water until alter the pilbt was 

aboard the Jolly Green, piloted by Captain  Roberts E. Irince,  37, of Camden, 

Ark. 

The Jolly Green flew to Dong Ha where it was refueled and then on to 

the Navy hospital ship which was sailing off the South Vietnamese coast. 

The pilot was aboard the ship less than one hour after the Jolly Green 

picked him up. 

The FAG, who had been involved in other strikes, was Captain Cleon H. 

C-1 	 - MORE - 



#104 — 17 August 1967 

LOW: RCC Capt Prince 
RCCP Maj Trochak 
FE 	SSgt Halbert 
RS 	A2C Eyrich 

HIGH: ROC 1L, Parks 
RCCP 	Mutchler 
FE 	SSt Phillips 
RS 	SS, ;t Stemple 

Our crews were scrambled from Quang Tri to D:scue one 
Major (AF type) Vollmer who was just off sho.e from the 
DMZ area. Since Major Vollmer was injured, Liman Eyrich 
went down on the horse collar to assist him. It was Peter 
Eyrich's first rescue and he did an outstand.ng  job in 
recovering Major Vollmer and giving him medi:al attention. 

AF Museum Photo 

17Aug67b.jpg 



Gunderson, 35, of Butte, Mont. 

Flying his 0-2A Super Skymaster, Gunderson said, "I had been trying 

to locate some guns that were firing on our people, but couldntt do it 

over the land, so I had moved off the shore. 

"That's was when I heard this Thunderchief pilot say he was bAiVing 

out, so I started watching for him. The F-105 came out of the clouds in 

a flat spin and almost hit me. I had heard the pilot's beeper, but had 

lost it for awhile and thought he might have gone in with the plane, but 

then I picked it up again. A little later I saw him come down out of the 

clouds. WIlen I saw the Jolly Green, I went out and brought them to where 

he was." 
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Helicopter Men 
Pluck. Do wned 
Pilot From Sea 

on the helicopter's hoist. 
"He was all tangled up in his 

equipment," Airman Eyrich  
said. "His legs were broken, 
but he was alert and began ask-
ing questions as soon as I got 
to him. After untangling him 
the best I could, I got him into 
the hoist." 
Airman Eyrich stayed in the 

water until after the pilot was 
aboard the Jolly Green. 
The Jolly Green flow to Dong 

Ha where it was refueled and 
then to the Repose, which was 
sailing five miles off the South 
Vietnamese coast. The F-lOS 
pilot was aboard the hospital 
ship less than an hour after the 
rescue helicopter picked him 
up. 

#104 — 17 August 1967 

LOW: RCC Capt Prince HIGH: RCC 1Lt Parks 
RCCP Maj Trochak RCCP iLt Mutchler 
FE SSgt Halbert FE SSgt Phillips 
RS A2C Eyrich RS SSgt Stemple 

Our crews were scrambled from Quang Tri to rescue one 
Major (AF type) Vollmer who was just off shore from the 
DMZ area. Since Major Vollmer was injured, Airman Eyrich 
went down on the horse collar to assist him. It was Peter 
Eynich's first rescue and he did an outstanding job in 
recovering Major Vollmer and giving him medical attention. 

DA NANG - An HH-3E Jolly 
Green Giant helicopter crew 
picked up a downed F-lOS Thun-
derchief pilot three miles off the 
coast of North Vietnam and 
flew him to the Navy hospital 
ship, USS Repose. 
The Jolly Green crew, of the 

37th Aerospace Rescue and Re-
covery Squadron at Da Nang 
AB, was standing alert at Quang 
Tri when they were notified the 
pilot was down. 
"We turned around the south-

east corner of the DMZ (demili-
tarized zone) and headed  
north," said Capt. Robert E. 
Prince, 37, of Camden, Ark., 
the aircraft commander. "We 
stayed a 200 feet altitude, fol-
lowing the coast, until we found 
the pilot." 
It took the Jolly Green 20 

minutes to reach the pickup 
zone, where a forward air con-
troller in an 0.2A Super Sky-
master from the 20th Tactical 
Air Support Squadron was cir-
cling the area. 

Capt. Cleon H. Gunderson, 35, 
of Butte, Mont, the FAC, said, 
"I had been trying to locate 
some guns that were firing on 
our people, but couldn't do it 
over the land. So I moved off 
shore. 
"That's when I heard the 

pilot say he was bailing out, so 
I started watching for him. The 
F-105 came out of the clouds in 
a flat spin and almost hit me. 
I had heard the pilot's beeper 
but lost it for a while, and 
thought he might have gone in 
with the plane, but then I picked 
it up again.. A little later I saw 
him e o m e down out of the 
clouds. 
"I talked him into his raft 

and told him we'd take care of 
any boats that should come af-
ter him. Then when I saw the 
Jolly Green, I went out and 
brought them to where he was." 
"The FAC was circling and 

dipping his wing and telling us 
that the man was right under 
him," said Maj. Frank L. 
Trochak, 44, of McAllen, Tex., 
co-pilot. 

While the rescue chopper hov-
ered at 50 feet over the Thun-
derchief pilot, SSgt. Fred M. 
Halbert, 25, of Great Falls, 
Mont., thp flight engineer, low-
ered A2C Peter H. Eyrich, 24, 
of Freiburg,  Germany, the 
nrrpsc'Ilpmn. intn the wte.r 





11104 — 17 Auguct 1967 

LOW: RCC Gapt Prince 
RCCP Maj Trochak 
FE 	SSgt Halbert 
RS 	A2C Eyrich 

HIGH: RCC lLt Park) 
RCCP 1Lt Mutciler 
FE 	SSgt Phillips 
RS 	SSgt Steaple 

Our crews were scrambled from 4uang Tri to rescue me 
Major (AF type) Vollmer who was just off shore froa the 
DMZ area. Since Major Vollmer WWI injured, Airman Eyrich 
went down on the horse collar to assist him. It lila Peter 
Eyrich's first rescue and he did an outstanding Jo) in 
recovering Major Vollmer and giving him medical at -,ention. 

AF Museum Photos 
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