








37ARRS, History, July - September 1967

pyrotechnics in the dense jungle canopy and had to leave the area due
to low fuel. It is interesting to note that air to air refueling was
used for the first time on this particular mission. This new method
of refueling enabled Jolly Green 28 to remain in the area as a back-
up for Jolly Green 25. Jolly Green 25 recovered the other pilot,
Capt Gregory Kuehuen, and proceeded to Nakhon Phanqm RTAFB

(14) 1-3-110, 19 Jul 67. Jolly Green 07 and 22 were scrambled
from Dong Ha AB on a downed USAF F-105 pilot, eighty-seven nautical
miles North of Dong Ha. They returned to Quang Tri after fifteen
minutes of flight since the US Navy had recovered the pilot.

(15) 1-3-111, 20 Jul 67. Jolly Green 28 was alerted on North
Orbit over the Gulf of Tonkin of a downed USN F-4 pilot. The pilot,
Lt R. W. Cuhi, 682437, was recovered and delivered to the USMN carrier,
USS Oriskany.

(16) 1-3-112, 21 July 67. Jolly Green 10 and 30 were scrambled
from Da Ning AB on a night extraction of eleven survivors forty-six
nau-ical miles due West of Da Nang AB. With the aid of flare aircraft,
Jolly Green 10 recovered five foreign nationals and Jolly Green 30
recovered six personnel, two USA and four foreign nationals.

(17) 1-3=113, 24 Jul 67. Jolly Green 25 and 30, while enroute
to Quang Tri, were diverted to a position thirty-four nautical miles
Northwest of Dong Ha AB on a downed USAF F-L4LC. After a visual and
electronic search, there was no evidence of any survivor and the
Jolly Greens returned to Quang Tri and resumed alert.

(18) 1-3-115, 29 Jul 67. Jolly Green 07 and 10 were scrambled
fram Quang Tri to aid the distressed carrier, USS Forrestal. A
shuttle run was directed from the USS Criskany to the USS Forrestal
for the transfer of equipment and casualties. On the following day,
the Jolly Greens made flights from the USS Forrestal to the USS
Intrepid carrying equipment and also to the USN hospital ship Repose
carrying deceased personnel, During this two day period, the Jolly
Sreens carried ninety-five passengers, twenty litter patients and
twenty-tkree deceased bodies; and 20,200 pounds of cargzo.

(19) 1-3-116, 29 Jul 67, Jolly Green 30 was alerted by a USN
Qestroyer while on North Orbit over the Gulf of Tonkin of a downed
USAF F-105 pilot. The pilot was in the water at 20°40' North






YANKEE STATION, Tonkin Gulf, Viet-nam This operating area, 100 miles off the
Indochinese coast at 16 degrees north latitude, 110 degrees east longitude, soon became
known as Yankee Station. ...

Yankee Station -20 miles off the coast of Vietnam.We used to spend our time sailing
from the south end of Vietnam to the north end of Vietnam. One time we did this
24/7 for 54 days straight. That's along time to watch the flying fish and count the sea
snakes.We were lucky enough to have closed circuit TV on the Oriskany. We got to
watch some movies to pass the free time. There was always a card game
somewhere...and there was always sleeping.

1971 JANUARY

1--Task Force 77 (TF-77), the Attack Carrier Striking Force Seventh Fleet, continued
operations off Vietnam on Yankee Station, the "on line" area in the Gulf of Tonkin, with
missions consisting of interdiction of the Ho Chi Minh Trail in Laos, air support for allied
ground forces in South Vietnam (SVN), photographic reconnaissance, combat air patrols
and electronic warfare. On station at the beginning of the year were Hancock and Ranger.

The US Navy began carrier operations off the coast of Vietnam in early 1965, when
strike aircraft from the USS Cora/Sea and USS Hancock mounted the first of the Flaming
Dart reprisal attacks on the North. Part of Task Force 77 of the US Seventh Fleet, the
carriers operated on what was known as 'Yankee Station', an area about 140 kilometres
off the coast of North Vietnam. At first three carriers were involved, steaming
independently and with destroyer escort, but in June 1965 this number was increased to
five. By that time a sixth carrier had been despatched, at General Westmoreland's request,
to 'Dixie Station'. About 185 kilometres southeast of Cam Ranh Bay off South Vietnam,
this position was used to hit targets in the South. The carrier remained on station for
about a year, until sufficient airbases had been established ashore.

ankee Station became the base for all US Navy aircraft taking part in Operation Rolling
Thunder—the bombing of the North between March 1965 and November 1968. All types
of naval aircraft took part—A-4 Skyhawks, A-7 Corsair 11s, A-6 Intruders, F-4B
Phantoms, F-8 Crusaders and A-3B Skywarriors - and by 1966 they were carrying out
sustained operations along selected 'route packages'. Each carrier launched and recovered
its aircraft for 12 hours, paused for 12 hours to rest and replenish its stocks of fuel and
ordnance, then recommenced operations for a further 12 hours. Except during periods of
bad weather, there were always aircraft from at least two carriers on call.
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#79-98 - 29 & 30 Jul 67

IOW: RCC Capt Prince RCC Major Mayfield
ROCP 1Lt Kemnard RCCP Capt Clearman
FE SSgt Epps FE S3gt Hazgaxd
RS  A2C Garlie RS  ARC White

This mission by our above two crews covered two days and
was in supporti of the Forrestal tragedy. Our crews aﬁapted
themgelves skillfully to carrier operations on this mission
end successfully evacuated twenty injured men from the
distressed carrier to surrounding ships where medical
attention was waiting, Our crews logzed almogt 30 hours
and completed 70 sorties in both daylight and darkness
during the two day period. Heedless to say, the job
accomplished for the Navy by our Jolly Green Crews was
outstanding.




Forrestal Death Toll Is 129

llss.se"l" RUSS HAVOURD
 SUBIC NAVAL BASE R.P.
—The death toll from Satur-

Jate Monday.

“Officers said 67 of dead
‘were  unidentified angm seven
were still unaccommd for. The

. unidentified were. badly

burned (o be recognized, a

Epokesman Said.
Sixty-four crewmen were re
poried injured.

%enlhei!‘mﬁtalm

‘52 hodies were airfifted to Clark

for transfer lo the States,

A memorial service was held

aboard the carvier with more

engulfed th

As Carrier Puts Info Subic

than 2,000 crewmen atiending,

The remaining dead ave in
Yietnam or aboard ships off lha
caast of Vietnam.
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the aimraﬁ carrier,

‘bombs and Tockets expxoded. f

blasting holes in the deck and
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Pacific Stars and Stripes 2 August 1967

(lelnuell From Page 1)
Jetiing the fire into berthing
aréas two decks below the flight
deck.

“Indications. point lo somo
small type of m:pioslon the
of positioned. in

e after seclmn :of the ship's
ﬂight deck,” Rear Adm. Harvey

vier Div. 2. said &t a press
conference aboard the Forres-
1al Monday night.

was punctured and fgnited,

Cause of the puncture is un-

Jknown at this time."
According to the Forrestal's

five broke .out aboul seven mmin-

‘b launched on. a strike over
North Vietnam,

‘Lanham said plape logses
wem{:!‘;l maore lha::t one-fourth of
: p's airceaft complement,
with 21 destroved and 42 dam-
ﬂgﬂd. The destroyed were
Jettisoned, according lo & crew-
man,

The explosions ,tluit out
through the fight
licved to have hug blasts ¢
750 and -000-po _

P. Lanham. commander of Car-

“An A4 Skyvhawk fuel tank

' skipper, Capt. John Beling, the

utes before the: planes were 1o

deekm’be—f'
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“Fach plane earvied in ﬂle
vieinity of 4,000 pounds of bombs
and rockets,” Bl:lingedsaid.

“Most of it_c=plo

Damage cstimates were not
available -late Monday but a
team of experts from the States
made preliminary checks of the
dama.%e area afier the carrier

The Forrestal is one of~ the
largest cunvennonal aire
carriers in the US. Na\ry.

~ Lanham and B«lmg said th
believed the ship would be
in actt:ﬁt:’n soon but did not speci-

|

"The ship is in good shape |
exeept for the aft section;”
Beling said.

“We. steamed over bera It
about 27 kilots using half our ‘
boilersy In  other wnrds lhs
propulsion of the ship
impaired, and that's an ‘
partant fsmi' 3

#99 - 29 July 1967

RCC Captain MeGhan
ROCCP 1Lt Walter

FE S5gt Willingham
RS A2C Jeffers

Here's another intrepid pick up in the Gulf of Tonkin,
Lt James E. West (USAF) punched out of his aircraft, only
had to wait 15 minutes in his raft i1l our crew arrived
to fish him out.



