m 37 AEROSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY SQUADRON (MAC)
APO SAN FRANCISCO 96337
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

4 July 1967

Ops/6104
Mission farrative Report (1-3-97 2Jul67) (U)

3rd ARRGp (RGRC) AFO 96307

1. (U) This report is submitted to provide your office information required
by 3rd AllGp Supplement 1 to ADRSH 55-1, 27 ipril 1967.

2, (C) 4t 0705Z on 2 July 1967, Jolly Creen 26 (Low) and Jolly Green 25
(figh) vere scrambled from Suang Tri, by Queen Control, in response to a
report an aircraft has been sighted going into the water at 090°/14%1/Ch 109.
Both aircraft were airborme at 0710Z and on the scene at 07152,

3. (U) Weather in the arca was clear. The water was relatively calm,

4+ (C) Contact was made with Crown 5 who could give us no further infor-
mation on the dowvned aircraft. There were several Army helicopters in
the area but no contact could be established with these aircraft, Jolly
Green 26 and Jolly Green 25 set up search patterns but were unable to
locate any survivors., A4t 07202 Lo Gap 31 transmitted on guard that his
aircralt was on fire and he was bailing out. He gave his position as
100°/20m1/Ch 109.

5. (C) Jolly Green 26 irmediately proceeded to the area where Lo Gap 31
bailed out and Jolly Green 25 remained in the area to search for the first
aircraft. Jolly Green 26 located the survivor at 0725Z and at 07302 com-
pleted the rescue without any difficulty. Jolly Green 26 then proceeded
to Ch 37 and Jolly Green 25 returned to strip alert at Quang Tri as di-
rected by Queen Control. Io trace of the aircraft that went into the
water at 090°/1411/Ch 109 or its crew was found,

6. (U) Jolly Green 26 refueled at Ch 37 and remained on alert at Ch 37.

7. (C) Crew coordination was excellent throughout the mission and Sgt
Epps, the Flight Engineer, did a fine job of directing me over the survivor.

8. (C) The rescued survivor was Major Bruce A. Martin USMC
VIF 232 DaNang AB, RVN
9. (U) Crew: Jolly Green 26 Jolly Green 25 ,77
lHaj Herbert D. Halen RCC Capt Robert Z, Prince
Capt John I. Patterson CP Capt Jerrold D. Vard
SSgt Albert D. Epps FE AlC TFrances E. Grenier
3Sgt John H. Stemple as e
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FSE Pilot

Stars and Stripes 2 ﬁJ

And Just in Time

DA NANG, Vietnam (ISO)—“Get out quick!”
| This was the call Maj. Bruce A. Martin, 33, of
Marine All-Weather Fighter Sq.-232 received when his
F8E Crusader was hit by enemy ground fire just south
of the demilitarized zone and he was forced to eject.

Martin's flight had becun badly that afternoon when
the wingman for the mission developed mechanical diffi-
culties and was unable to take off.

Continuing alone, he reached the strike zone and
contacted the forward air con- - i e ol e o
troller. The controller told him "hw(?;t 3';?."8‘:‘;;‘:;’[113" Se oth-
of the possibility of ground fire pt.mgk hawk"piloted velled ‘zet
over the target area; and to fol- ﬂt ulif:k’ over the radio,” Mar-
low two A4E Skyhawk jets of ?]1:' gaid
m:rigﬁgﬁlrcrah Group-12 in en I didn't see myﬁ“““}{f“" ar:ur

b hat. I no sooner hit the water
As he pulled out of the second ;na:j cliffibed into my life raft,
pass, the fire warning light went \hen there right over me was
on. Martin radioed the control- .n Air Force HH3 ‘Jolly Green
}‘er ;r;dg tgnl::i thim that he was (jant' helicopter lowering his
cadi i Sed, escue harness.”
Martin was being escorted by ; He received only minor
two Skyhawks when his instvu- = gepatches.
ments began registering hy- Martin called one of the Sky-
draulic and power failures. One powk pilots later that evening
of the Skyhawk pilets radioed gpd was told the jet blew up
gha’t a fire was burning at the 3 few seconds after .- had




RESLUED

An  Air Force F-105
pilot was rescued from
the sea Sunday by an HHe
3E  Jolly Green Giant
helicopter crew from the
37th Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron from Da
Nang AB,

The pickup was made
approximately two miles
at sea, directly off the
coast of Dong Hoi,

Members of the rescue
helicopter were: Lt, Col,
Victor * Goudey, pilot;
Capt. John I, Patterson,
co-pllot; SSgt. Billy Wi-
1lingham, flight engineer
and A2C David A, Carl,
pararescueman,

JOLLY GREEN PLUCKS DOWNED MARINE CRUSADER PILOT FROM SEA

Successful rescue of USMC Maj Bruce A, Martin from the South|
China Sea, 2 July 1967.

RCC Maj Herbert D. Kalen RCCP Capt John I. Patterson
FE SSGT Albert D, Epps RS SSGT John H., Stemple



Thirty.two aircraft were
involved in one of the big-
gest rescue efforts of the
Vietnam war recent'y after
an Air Force F-105 Thun.
derchief pilot spent a nignt
on the ground in North
Vietnam.

Captain Dale M. Pichard,
27, of Llano, Tex., was pic-
ked up at 9 p.m. from a
heavily defended area, 28

miles north of Mu Gia Pass,

by an HH.3E Jolly Green
Giant helicopter crew from
the 37th ARRS.

[ was ready to cash it
all in last night,”” Pichard
said this morning, ** « didn’t
figure 1 would be here to.
day.”

Enemy ground fire bro.
ught Pichard’s F-105 down
July 3. Darkness and heavy
ground fire forced the SAR
effort to be called off Sun-
day night after A-1E San.
dys had dropped ordnance
in the area,

A.1E pilot Caotgjgl Do.

nald F. Miles, assigned to
the 602nd FS of Cleburne,
Tex., said “ It was getting
dark and we could’t keep
everyone in sight. As soon
as we flashed on our lights
they would shoot the heck
out of us”

Major Richard L. Mehr,
also from the 602nd of Jeff.
erson town, Ky., lead San-
dy pilot and the on-scene
rescue director of the § R
effort that night and mo n.
ing told the downed pilot
to go to higher ground.

Pichard narrowly escap.
ed capture during his |5
ground. En.
emy troops were on top of
his chute soon after he
landed. “1 went about 50
vards away from the chute
and it was as far as I could
get, because they were all
up along a hill.”

There were trails all
around the heavily wooded
pickup area. He spent the

hours on the

iight Iying Wunder brush

HUGE RESCUE EFFORT

nd enemy troops got as
close as 20 feet to his po-
sition.

Twenty - three Thunder-
chief pilots were in to sup-
press eremy ground fire
around the area that morn-
ing before the pickup was
made. Sandys also drop.
ped a smoke screen around
the area before a Jolly
Green, piloted by Captain
Gregory Etzel, of Albany,
Ga., went into the area.

*The Sandys did a great
job in laying down a per.
fect smoke screen.” Etzel
said.

“ As we got him on the
hoist, we started getting
more ground fire, so we
started our pull-out with
him cn the hoist below us,
We swung around a ridge
and into the smoke screen
before we finally lifted
Pichard into the chopper.”

Co . pilot of the rescue
Jolly Green Giant was
Captain Harold W. Brad-
ley, Jr, of Tampa, Fla,

Flight engineer was Air.

man’ First Clas§ Robert J
Cotter, 20, of Palmyra N.Y.
and Airman Second Clas:
John Pighini, 22, ¢f Levit.
town, Pa., was the parare
scueman.

Other Sandy pilots fron
the 602nd Fs participatin;
in the strike were Captain
Paul F. Kimminau, of Wi
chita, Kan., and Jack Co
chran, of Atlanta. Ga.

It was the fi.rst pickug
for Etzel since coming t
Southeast Asia. He is the
pilot who flew the firs|
nonstop helicopter flight ir
a Jolly Green across the
Atlantic to the Paris Air
Show in June.

*“We had to ride across
the Atlantic to Paris for
more than 30 straight hour
but the nervous strain o
this SAR was equal to that
flight,” Etzel said.

“You can’t say enougk
for the entire rescue effort,’
Pichard, a member of thet
388th  Tactical | Fighte:
Wing said, “They were al
wonderful.”
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