
C. SIGNIFICANT RlreCUE 

AIR FORCE JOLLY  t":4:4  RESCUE CREWS SAVE TWO ()MED PILOTS 

Air Foree HH-1E Joley Green Giant rescue helicopter crews plucked two 

owned U9S, flier, from the hando of North VieLnaeese soldiers Julz 18 in a 

daring rescue effort in the North- 

Crews from the 3rd Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Group rescued both crew 

members of an Air Force F-4 Phantom doened near the northern tip 01'1W Gia Pates. 

The Air Force pilots, Captains Robert R, Headley, 25, of St. Petersburg, Fla,, 

and Gregory A, Kushner, 25, of Tucson, Ariz., were hit after striking their target, 

an enemy bridge, 

The Jolly Green thaL rescued Headley was co-piloted by First Lieutenant Mark 

Muteher, 24, of Pal:lead°, Colo. Airman First Clase John C. Jeffers, 25, of 

Blue Springs, Ho., waa the parareecueman of board. 

Headley wee spotted in a tree after he notified the reocue chopper of his 

position with his rescue radio. The 'captain said, "The first attempt with the 

penetrator mieeed me ey LO feet and the eecond time aroued i7 was put right down 

my throat," 

Kuehner was pecked up a short distance away. He as hoireeed into the rescue 

helicopter from near a waterfall. 

The Jolly Green rescuing Kuehner was piloted by Lieutenant Colonel Victor 

Goudney of Fort Walton Beach, Fla, Other members of the crew were First 

Lieutenant Robert Levine, 26, of Collingswood, N.J., co-pilot; Staff Sergeant John 

H. Hazzard, 31, of Wiehlea Falls, Tex„ flight engineer and Airman Seeond Class 

Robert F. Gabourel, 21, of New Orleans, pararescustan. 

The air-to-alr helicopter refuelieg capeldlity reeentey inaueurated in the 

)rd ARRG units, was used for the first time. when one of the Jolty Greene waa 

refneled ey an HC-130 Heeculee tanker during :ells 	sion. 
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The entire rescue was supported and protected by A-LE Skyraider 4Sandy" 

pilots, ineluding Lieutenant Colonel Joseph A. GtWirie of Cincinnati, Major 

Sandy A, Zarin, 38, of West Palm Beach, F1a:, and Captains Richard S. Skeels, 

of Storm Lake, Lowe, and Constantine Pappas, 30, of Albuquerque, 
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18 July 1967 

SSgt John H. Hazzard 	FE 
1 Lt Robert Levins III RCCP 
Lt Col Victor Goudiry 	ROC 
A2C Robert F. Babourel RS 

18 July 1969 

RCCP 1 Lt Mark H. Mutchier 
RS 	AlC John C. Jeffers 
ROC Capt Standley A. McGhan 
FE 	AlC  Michael W. Mulvanv 



**tub* ************** * 

IN-FLIGHT REFUELING DURING RESCUE. On 17 July, an HE completed a successful 
recovery a a pilot ihot down over North Vietnam when a second distress call was received by 
Crown aircraft. A plane flying cover for the Jolly Green had been hit and the pilot bailed out. 
The Rescue Crew Commander aboard the 11/1-3E reported he did not have enough fuel to attempt 
another recovery immediately, so an HC-130 tanker was directed to descend and refuel the 
belioopter 1n-flight. Upon completion of the mid-air fuel exchange, RCC Capt Stanley McGhan 
sucoesafully dodged enemy ground fire and picked up the seoond pilot. This mission I. believed 
to mark the itret time hellooptar in-flight refueling was accomplished during a recovery mission. 
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SUBJECT: :ission :larrative 

TO: 3d AM:1p (aGac) 
APO 96307 

1. Cu) This report is submitted in accordance with 3d Aaapp Supplement 1, 
A223:: 55-1, 27 April 1967. 

2. (0) At 0212Z,  10 July 1967, Jolly  Green 20 and 25 were scrambled at 
Taang Tri, on 7alcon 02, an 7-40, reporte d down at 105 °44'17 , 17°47'7. 
flight was airborne in five minutes at 0217Z, estirlating the general area at 
0335]. 7irefly 13 :let and escorted Jolly Green 20 into the valley where the 
downed survivor was located. Jolly Green 25 held to the north at 6000 feet. 
The general pick-up area was reported to be 4500 ft. '31, and 25 0. 7irefly 
13 vectored me up a ravine where he believed the survivor to be. Halfway up 
this ravine  7alcon 02 contacted me on his TIT 10/1 survival radio. I orbited 
His approximate position three times requesting  him  to discharge smoke  for a positive fix.  as smohe  was never observed. On the  third pass the  72 ob- 
served the pilot's Parachute.  The downed pilot told me to platce the penetra-
tor ten feet east of his parachute in a clear area. After doing this he told 
:as to move ten feet to the west. The 77 brought up the penetrator to -void 
getting it entangled in the trecs.  At this time the 72 saw the pilot was still 
in his parachute hanging from a tree. The  7:  lowered the penetrator directly,/ 

 to 7alcon 02 and he got on it without fa stening the retaining strap. As he 
was being pulled up his parachute harness (still fastened) pulled him off the 
penetrator. The.77 again lowered the penetrator and this time 7alcon 02 fast-
ened  the re taming strap and quick released his parachute harness. 7irefly 
13  advised me to depart the area to the northwest to avoid known 37 1m gun 
positions.  As I was diming out the second pilot (P30) called me on guard 
sa ying he ha d me in sight. I descended and •lade three orbits based on his 
radio vectors. The 7.7. spotted the PSO's parachute and dropped an A-18 
smoke grenade on the position.  I notified Jolly Green 25 on guard, that I was 
departing the area due to low fuel and turned the second recovery over to him. 

(0) 21arration continues by 700 of Jolly Green  25. I was unable to 
observe the recovery area and Jolly Green 28, as we were holding north  and 
above the clouds. 3edause of this, after being notified that I would have to 
affect the pickup of the second pilot, I ventured too far south and received 
fire, but no hits, from the 37mm in that area. I did not see the smoke that 
JG 20 had di' opped nor did I see the survivor's smoke flare, pengun flare or 
parachute. Due to the extremely steep walled dead end gorge that he was in, 
I had much dif'iculty locating him. He was on a shelf half way up a sheer 
3,500 foot wall. The elevatio n at the top was 4,000 ft. his elevation was 
2,600ft. After determining that we had power available we began a slow flight 
search. On the fourth pass, the survivor talked le in until we were directly 
over him. 	problems were encountered with the pickup which rec7ired use of 
all - he hoist cable. 'de had ar:e:-,uate fuel remaining for the =3 to T.  '79. 
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3. 	(-1 	 '.T.'13 5010 f.:-.17.:t 	 ,cot, 

.`,)  The survi7or Jolly Ire ea 20 rscovered was 	7.obc..r.t 	mo..6.1e.7, 
455th Tactical -'i -hter Scilaadron, non, 7_713.  Jolly Ireen 

25 I s s7.-.rvivor was l:,-..ptrtin  "rre.3ory DieImer, 7117, 	, sane or-.,:o.ni"eion IJ 	 • 

5. (0) Several co.v.ents on this i:lission. are necesso.rr. At no tine did I 
or 131 of Jolly Green 25 notice 	 e bv_. _,-1-4-1s2 downed 

The -  stated they both uset". : 14-13 da:-nifat, flares and the pen gun 
l'lare. The pyroter,;:laic used ,.rere not efL'ective in this terrain of dense 
jun.21e 	 join-n-) with the fire flies 13 an:I. 14, frecTuent radio 
calls Ira re -_-.7t) )a 77,7 	. Orown 1  ...MS  also i:ivolved in tne 
:conversation. Tf...lots were not li'..entif:inz 	radio 	were  calling  :le 
on.  3t.-..ntlard. words  as: "actor, 37.7nifor- 3 , 37.otel 9  and 	:*-3 1:e 3  s'.10 --1 ,:". 
ellplo:ed  on  all  initial  inclio c-.1.113.  Jolly  lreen  25 was  unable  to jettison 

Olt tip  tail: by  an: -10 '.113 	it ; 	it  die_ not  .:17.:7.p or tile 

6. (3) The followin.; additional co ::: -.ents concern •v  aerial refuelinfr 
Orown 1. Do to the reoorterl location of the survivor it was necessary to 
jettison fuel to aC CO1ish a hover. At 	direction r  co-pilot comouted 
a 10 zliaute hover an:: a recover: t Oh 89 with 	fuel reserve. _. 
3ubser.-..uent events, already disc - :.ssed, re-yired no to renlain in the area 
10:K:a r than I -3a'icaotecl.. I 1.t ., s forced to leave the second survivor do to 
:1: low 	1 :tate. :• -y pri:la.r. -  reason for recuestii Co1 Cron Crown 1 ',MS 
to insr.re Aecessar: fuel reserve upon arriv-al at Oh 89. The second reason 
was to obtain the abilit: to ret-Lrn to the recovery scene as -7. bacf..:-Un -.7or 
• oll; '::-reen 25 in case o.7 an; lIdiou1tie. 

7. (o) Aircraft involved in 
Jolly 77r.e. ,:n. 28, 25 
:area: 13, 14 
Sandy 6, 7 2  C - 
jr0T.T11 1  

the 	 , _OrCer, 

.1-33 
E 

-^ 1_70P " 

d. (0) Air crew Jolly Green 28 (low - elenent lead) 
Oaotain Stand:Ley 	::con 
1Lt :7ark H. nitchler 	 HOOP 
A10 :lohael W. ::Ulvany 	 :PE 
All John C.  Jeffers 

Air crew jolly green 25 (7i3h) 
LtOol actor louder 
1Lt :Robert Levias III 
•331T  John  H. :lazzard 
A23  lobert  7.  labourel 
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37ARRS, History, July - September 1967 

(5) 1-3-98, 3 Jul 67, Jolly Green 25 and 26 scrambled from 
Quang Tri on a downed aircraft, three nautical miles northwest of 
Dong Ha. Due to the closeness of Dong Ha, Marine ground forces 
were used for recovery and the Jolly Greens were returned to Quang 
Tri. 

. 	. 
(6) 1-3-100, 3 Jul 67, Jolly Green 30 accomplished the delivery 

of frozen blood from NSA to the USS Sanctuary. 

(7) 1-3-101, 4 Jul 67.- Upon return from Quang Tri, Jolly Green 
10 evacuated four wounded Marine personnel from NSA to the USS Sanctuary. 

(8) 1-3-102, 5 Jul 67, Jolly Green 10 and 25 scrambled from 
Quang Tri on downed aircraft which turned out to be false and were 
diverted to escort Jolly Green 26, Gulf of Tonkin orbit helicopter, 
whose number two engine was inoperative to Da Nang AB. 

(9) 1-3-104, 6 Jul 67. Jolly Green 07 accomplished the medical 
evacuation of a critical patient from NSA to the USS Sanctuary. 

(10) 1-3-105, 7 Jul 67. While enroute from Da Nang AB to Quang 
Tri, Jolly Green 07 and 10 were diverted to a downed USMC A-4 pilot 
seventeen nautical miles northwest of Dong Ha AB. Jolly Green 07 
landed while the pararescueman aided the pilot, Marine Major R. E. 
Brubaker, 069652 to the helicopter. During the rescue, the Jolly 
Greens and their escort aircraft were subjected to instense automatic 
weapon fire. Jolly Green 07 received battle damage - numerous holes 
in the rotor blades and fuselage - and returned to Da Nang. Jolly 
Green 10 went to Quang Tri and resumed alert. 

(11) 1-3-106, 13 Jul 67. Jolly Green 28 and 29 were scrambled 
from Quang Tri on a USAF A-1E pilot downed eleven nautical miles 
southwest of Khe Sanh Air Base, Republic of Vietnam. The pilot was 
recovered by a VNAF H-34 and the Jolly Greens returned to Quang Tri 
for alert. 

(12) 1-3-108, 17 Jul 67. Jolly Green 26 accomplished the 
medical evacuation of one critical patient from Da Nang AB to NSA. 

(13) 1-3-109,  18 Jul 67.  Jolly Green 28 and 25 were scrambled 
on a downed USAF F-4C ninety nautical miles northwest of Dang Ha. 
Jolly Green 28 recovered one pilot, Capt Robert R. Headley, after 
extreme difficulty in locating him due to the ineffectiveness of the 
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37ARRS, History, July - September 1967 

vrotechnics in the dense jungle canopy and had to leave the area due 
to low fuel. It is interesting to note that air to air refueling was 
xsed for the first time on this particular mission. This new method 
Di' refueling enabled Jolly Green 28 to remain in the area as a back-
ip for Jolly Green 25. Jolly Green 25 recovered the other pilot, 
;apt Gregory Kuehuen, and proceeded to Nakhon Phanam RTAFB. • 

(14) 1-3-110, 19 Jul 67. Jolly Green 07 and 22 were scrambled 
from Dong Ha AB on a downed USAF F-105 pilot, eighty-seven nautical 
miles North of Dong Ha. They returned to Quang Tri after fifteen 
minutes of flight since the US Navy had recovered the pilot. 

• 
(15) 1-3-111, 20 Jul 67. Jolly Green 28 was alerted on North 

Drbit over the Gulf of Tonkin of a downed USN F-4 pilot. The pilot, 
Lt R. W. Cuhi, 682437, was recovered and delivered to the USN carrier, 
JSS Oriskany. 

(16) 1-3-112, 21 July 67. Jolly Green 10 and 30 were scrambled 
from Da Ng.ng AB on a night extraction of eleven survivors forty-six 
lau -Acal miles due Nest of Da Nang AB. With the aid of flare aircraft, 
Jolly Green 10 recovered five foreign nationals and Jolly Green 30 
recovered six personnel, two USA and four foreign nationals. 

(17) 1-3-113, 24 Jul 67. Jolly Green 25 and 30, while enroute 
to Quang Tri, were diverted to a position thirty-four nautical miles 
:cprthwest of Dong Ha AB on a downed USAF F-4C. After a visual and 
electronic search, there was no evidence of any survivor and the 
Jolly Greens returned to Quang Tri and resumed alert. 

(18) 1-3-115, 29 Jul 67. Jolly Green 07 and 10 were scrambled 
from Quang Tri to aid the distressed carrier, USS Forrestal. A 
shuttle run was directed from the USS Criskany to the USS Forrestal 
for the transfer of equipment and casualties. On the following day, 
the Jolly Greens made flights from the USS Forrestal to the USS 
Intrepid carrying equipment and also to the USN hospital ship Repose 
carrying deceased personnel. During this two day period, the Jolly 
3reens carried ninety-five passengers, twenty litter patients and 
twenty-three deceased bodies; and 20,200 pounds of cargo. 

(19) 1-3-116, 29 Jul 67. Jolly Green 30 was alerted by a USN 
iestroyer while on North Orbit over the Gulf of Tonkin of a downed 
iSAF F-105 pilot. The pilot was in the water at 20 040' North 
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18 July 1967 

SSgt John H. Hazzard 	FE 
1 Lt Robert Levine III RCCP 
Lt Col Victor Goudpy 	RCC 
A2C Robert F. Babourel RS 

18 July 1969 

RCCP 1 Lt Mark H. Mutchier 
RS 	AlC John C. Jeffers 
RCC Capt Standley A. McGhan 
FE 	AlC Michael W. Nulvanv 

18Jul67c.jpg and 18Ju167djpg 	AF Museum Photos 
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C, SIGNIFICAN1 RESCUE 

-PORCE-TaLT GREEN RESCUE CREWS SAVE TWO DOWNED PILOTS 

Air Forte HH-1E Jolly Green Giant rescue helicopter crews plucked two 

downed U.S.. fliers frow fee hands of North Vietnamese soldiers  July 18  in a 

daring rescue effort in ne North. 

Crews from the 3rd Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Group rescued both cres., 

members of an Air Force  F-4  Phantom downed near the northern 'eip of  Mu (ha Pans 

The Air Force pilots,  Captains Robert Rc. Headley,  25, of St,, Petersburg, FL:: 

and  Gregory A.  Kuehner, 25, of Tucson, Ariz,, were hit after striking their targtel 

an enemy bridge, 

The Joi4 Green tha••• rescued Headley was co-piloted by First Lieutenant Mark 

H, Mutcher, 24, of Palisade, Colo.  Airman  First Class .ionn  C  jeffera, 25, of 

Blue Springs, Ho, WU c".;21e pararescueinan of board. 

Headley was spot,ed in a trot after he notified the rescue chopper of his 

position with his re6cue radio, The captain said, "The first attempt with the 

penetrator missed me by LO feet and he second time around it was put right down 

my throat." 

Kushner was pLcked up a Short distance away- He was hoisted into the reseee 

helicopter from near a waterfall 

The Jolly Green resening Kushner was piloted by Lieutenant Cclonel Victor 

Goudney of Fort Walton Peach, Fla. Other members of the crew were First 

Lieutenant Robert Levine, 26, of Collingswood, N. , co-pilot; Staff .3rgear.A .. 

H, Hazzard, 31, of Wicht:A Falls, Tex , fligh'1, engineer and Airman Second Clas:: 

Robert F. Gabourel. 21, of New Orleans, pararescuemam 

The air-to-air helicopter refueling capability reeenely inaugurated ie t1-e. 

3rd ARRG unit-.s, was used for the first time. when one of the Jolly Greens  wee 

rafneled by an HC-130 heecules tanker during Mile mission, 
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The entire rescue was supported and protected by A-IF. Skyraider "Sandy' 

pilots, including Lieuteaant Colonel Joseph A. Guthrie of Cincinnati, Major 

Sandy A. Zemin, 38, of West Palm beach, Fla., and Captains Richard S. Skeels, 

of Storm Lake, Lowe, and Constantine Pappas, 30, of Albuquerque. 
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