
11~~· -~ERE was ricfdo.i.tbt in Lt. I.:arry buthie's. ,.mind; this was one helluva_ 

.
· .. ;'II S 'place . !O puijch ;,?ut'Bu_t wheR your a'.\rpl~n~ is . on fire and break.ing 
t.;:, :, up, there's 1ust cno other way;lto · go~ven ,1f you are only 30 miles 
· · ._from .Hanoi. So .the: Navy· jaygee squeezed the triggers to ··eject. The 
. lasf thing .he .heard· before . he · left his: burning jet was his wingman's excited 
:.voice . trying to contact the rescue people. · ·, . . . . 
i ,. '·May day! May day!" the voice .crackIJd, ove( the. emergency radio 
!frequency. '.'My flight leader's aircraft Is . on. fire · and out dr · control. He 
lhas just ' bailed out! I'll . cover him till rescue arrives!" . . 
I . ,The ~ transmissions . continued as , "Crownl" the HC- I 30P rescue co­
! ordinator, plotted the position of the downed aircraft and launched a search 
and rescue '(SAR) effort. The SAR force, four A-IE "Sandys" and two 

1 

"Jolly Gre'en , G~ant" re,scue helicopters along· with Crown, was on alert 
at forward ~Olding points when· the distress call came :over the air. Leading 

\.the flight of rescue helicopters was Maj .' Glen P. York, whose crew imme-
' tiately . plotted :a course to the coordinates of the downed pilot. 
' When th'ey realrzed exactly where the survivor was located they couldn't 
· elieve it. Dubious, Major York had his copilot, 1st Lt. Billy N. Privette, 
;11plot the cou'rse again. There was rio mistake. The downed .man was just 
!' ['30 miles . so'uth of Hanoi, Nortfu Vietnam! Even to reach the area Major 
"1;\' ork's Jolly · Green Giant and the Sandys · would . be forced to 

todge dozens of heavy antiaircraft artillery batteries, skirt active surface­
o-air missile (SAM) sites, and come within range of Mig fighters which 

, ere airborne at that very time. Ne~ertheless, the SAR force moved out. 
It First to go in to search for the downed American pilot were two Sandys , 
t\piloted by Maj . Theodore N , Bronczyk (Sandy I) and Capt. William B. 
~arr (Sandy 2) . Together, they headed for the North Vietnamese border. 

f 
he two rescue helicopters were escorted by Sandys 3 and 4, flown by 

. apt. Paul M. $ikorski and the author. The hour-long trip across enemy 
• ungle was han;Wered by, poor radio communications, enemy opposition 

rom the ground, Md Mig fighters which c.ombed the area. 

1
: · En ro,ute, the 

1

force received another emergency ~essage over the ra.dio. · 

ltBandits! Bandits! Sixty miles southwest of Hanoi ." 
,. ~ York,1 Privette and the two chopper crewmen, Sgts. Theodore A. Zerbe. 

f.
nd ,. Randy S. McComb, looked at each other. Sixty miles southwest of 

. ;. anoi was exactly where they\ were! Lieutenant Privette was to recall later 
: at "M*jor York just shrugged his ishoulders and pressed on. The Sandys 
~ echeck~d all armament switches and stayed with us.'' , 
I . Major Bronczyk an.d Captain Carr reached the ar~a. ~ome 20 .to 30 

mutes I ahead of Ma1or York and learned that the wingman, who re~ 
I ained in the area to cover his fallen leader1 had al5o been shot down by 

"e sam~ enemy gunners. He also bailed ou.t, landing a few miles no ~ltheast 
' his f\'ght leader. · 
, Majo Bronczyk assumed control of the rescue I effort and beg• n the 

rduous job of locating the downed , pilots. 'He faced many enemy gilinners 
ii ;i ho we e · eager to score still another victory againh the low, slowt flying 

l'fscue aircraft. Silencing them would be a monumental task at best.I They 
.,ad ably demonstrated the capability to shoot . down high-perforr ance 
· rcraft by downing two · Navy jets , that very 'motning. They ha also 

.. owned 1another Na VY,. jet in that area the previous day. 
, The SAR force was again warned that Mig · fightts were in the imme-
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1 Gen. Jomes Fe~gu on, Commond~r , Air :Force i 
\ Systems Command presents Maj .I Glen P. Yor 
! the citation that a companies the '. Ai~ Force Cr ss · 
l iust pinned on his louse. I \ 
I , 

I 

August 196.~ 

-··'ii' - •. 

'" diate area:' As if bY. . design of fate an unidentified delta-wing jet fighter 
apprdached'.from Major . Bronczyk's blind si'de (right rear r. 

... ~ . ·~' - ' ' ~ It 

"Sandy ·One,! 'B ndit at 5 o'clock low!" screamed Captain Carr over the , 
radio. Jettison in his ; rockets, bombs, and external f el tanks, Major . 
Bronczyk- ·took ard ~ evasive .action. Although he evad~d the attacking 
Mig .which made one pass· and left, all that remained on his A-IE were 
four 20mm cann ns . . They, too, soon became useless as; his . aircraft was 
raked with a wit ering barrage of ground fire. 

B RONCZYK tayed in the area despite his cripp ed aircraft and con­
tinued to direct. his wingman . and several avy, aircraft against 
the 'entre ched. gun positions. They were s ~cessful in silencing 
most of'..t e enemy gunners. Meanwhile, Sandy J 3 and 4 approached 

;the area ·with th two Jolly Greens: The choppers 'eld clear while the 
1 A~ I Es joined th battle. , 

"Big Mother," a Navy rescue helicopter, was no I escorted m for the 
pickup attempt. crewman standing in the .open do ~ sl?wly lowered the 
forest penetrator: o the waiting pilot. The downed ma j destroyed his radio 
and prepared to ount . the penetrator. He was on! inches away when . 
suddenly'Big Mo her pulled up without warning and ~aded for the coast! 
The Navy chopp r had been hit by a burst of grou ~ fire that critically 
injured the crew an in the open door. The Big . Mot er· pilot tried des­
.perately to rea· the carrier and medical attention f r the injured man. 
He was unsucce ul. The crewman died en route to \he carrier. 

In the meariti e, the A- I Es a ttacked the new gun fositions which had 
remained sil~'nt ' ' til the defenseless helicopter became stationary only a · 
hundr~d feet abo ' the jungle. The gunners had actually ignored the fighter-
bombers to c.onc' ntrate on Big Mother. ·; 

Major .Bronczy · and Captain Carr, now dangerous! low on fuel, were 
forced to ·withdr ' w . . The effort was temporarily susp nded while forces 
were regrouped .. aptain Sikorski assumed control of t e effort and led . a · 
renewed strike ; a ' inst the new gun positions. He was tracked and hit by 
a barrage of grou fire as he made a low pass over the survivor's position. 

This renewed [ fort again' silenced advancing enem replacements, but 
the situation was \ ill critical. The downed pilot had de. troyed his radio in 
anticipation of bei g picked up by Big Mother. The res ue team no longe~ 
had voice contact with him . 

Now Major Y . rk, who j had been holding over a sa c area, was led in 
for a pickup atte · pt. He was advised of the situation net replied, "I am 
under fire and ta ing hits , but I'll try to make the pie up." · 

He could have ' anccllcd the effort'. He did not. Ev n though he knew 
the odds were ag 1inst him and his crew. He recalls 9vcry detail of the . 
crucial portion of t e effort conducted iunclcr virtually imwossiblc conditions. 

"During the div from 8,000 feet, my crew reported lground fire to me 
and the aircraft d cl vibrate several times as if we wc~e hit, but I don't 
believe we were. Navy A- I picked us up in the 1 down and led us 
toward a smal l hi . When we had the hill picked out, we slowed to 30 
knots. The aircraf shuddered from nearby explosions l~everal times and 
the crew ycll.ed th~ we were taking h!ts . I ?clicvecl them Jincl really .thought 
we were being n died., We were a1r-tax11ng around tlk mountain from 
cast to west whenArrivettc yelled, 'There he is!' l 
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?i1.l!!IJj:¥~r~;~;'~ ah:/: ~ir~c1~.~ i~~b1~~& :.'::i.titw~~s;i\ 
'1Pt i\ieue; saw the ~pilorJvaviiig ·his 'arms, {ifrioedded · 
~jJ1ng'ie 1;grt>\\7i'1{1'; He~waslJn ··a :·camotiflag"e·a ~fl fgnf!'~ . ·sed -'n'q~ f laresf and · 
:tjg:ivei~iJs~: na:·~igrlai .or :aiiy :.kind . .Cdia 'a'.H s·o~tfegiee itt1 ' an·d~raxied ' toward 
:,t.~~.~ :.a~t:~~~ic11~·put. ::~e , ~eifr ·to ::·~he '. ~o~n~.~~n t<e:! ici1Nsit~~:m:~,~~e: right in 
helicopters) [ and <PrJVette, next Jo .. the . enemy .. When tl~saw•,that; man down 

'
1tHfotigh !lin ~thO'se: tre~s-~ it'.:·really ·amaiec! meAtiat,w~ 'Had"'Icicai'ea Him· with- . 

'~~1r:]nares::: ·': ·;'\~''.7.-'·:.. .~l. Y ~·~%·\ .. · ~tt '..: ' .,:..~;:;~~"'c:·. · · .} .- .\•' .· · 
;ft;f ,:·I : cah' s:~~ :~h~~~x'pr~ls}on o'n:,,~,i~)ai~': ;{ ,~vi~ldlyi td_a~~ a~ w~~§;inhap- .. 
lpened. ~·arid ~let me; assu're, you': tha(Li '. • (j.g.) Larry" :Outfiie was /Showing 
sdrrie concern. · When '.I .. spotted ,, him .I .kept ·.· my , eyes·:· gl'ued :;to~, hlm·, and 
rribved lthe)elicopter forward and: to the righCinto"'a hove·r as ! _.continued. 
~~:r 1~:>0k 'do'~n. : t · ~eI? the . machi.ne ~ ~s'ii~Iose .to : t~.e;.to:rs. , ~f. -~~e~';tr~.es' as I 

Juld ·-and · 1t :took a :Jot of cable·,to reach fh1m . AIL.the ., time .. there . was a 
IO'f; of . chatte? 'or{ the;· radios and . th'e. d ew .'keptlitelling"m'e ab~ut how'. bad . 
ht;!was but rl . was; coilcentrating-, o·n ,; holdin.g . thaf- HH-3~Jn , one :spot. . · 

. '[ j·~\\'.hen}~ ~1~a~ted c6ming up the hoi'st;" ~: loo~e;d'. a~?und a . bit. and found 
I . ~ ad _.severed /:1~e top :of _a small tree. '.~.h~n Serge.ary~ ~erbe said the sur­

·v1vor , was . clear :of. the trees, I started mov1rtg out and as ·soon as he was 
. ~ 1~ard r carrib. in wi'th · fu II collective pitch and put it right back down on · 

1'f ;~~eOtop\ J71: w> had a cou pie or hHls between us 'and i the pop r'· .. . 
. ORK . ha.d ~carcely cleared the area when he. ~eceived ;another calJ 

, . from Crown, requesting that he attempt to pick up. the second Navy 
' pilot. - Captain Sikorski was; now dangerously low. on fuel . and with 

,unknown battle 'damage;'was forced to leave: However, Major York 
a ised Crown -that he had 30 minutes' fuel remaining and would attempt · 

I • • • · '· 
tll second ·pickup. · ' · 
'. I ff he two Sandys departed the area ~s Major York. and his crew joined 
th Navy. aircraft and headed north. The second pilot was much closer to 
H noi:._in· an even more hostile area. The rescue force . was again sub-

·ii'e: ted · to intense .ground fir~ an~ . was e~entually . dri~~n off by the .enemy. 
R luctantly, Ma1or York limped off ·with one · survivor .aboard his Joliy 
d een Giant. I . I ' ' . . ' :; I 

· 11 hey picked their way back ~~ross h9stile ju
1

ngle to' a:.forw~rd b~se 'and 
ag,iri faced seemingly in.surmountable odds. The weather- h·a1:1- m0Yed in-· 
a~~ Yor.~ , w~s forced to mak~ \an instrument approach in the. mountains 
b~1 "hommg,, m" on another airpraft. . . .. l . 1 • 

' j: µt\ s '·Li'eutenant Privette recalled, "We didn't makb a · victory pass~a 
. s1,lng acr9ss the field at lo;v al\itud~ ,to .indicate succ~ss-:--wh~n w~ b~~kc 
oUt; In fa~t, we landed straight m with two low-fuel warning lights staring 
atll us a.nd l a nose gear that wouldn't ; extend." . · ! . · · I 
. \11 he rescued Navy pilot, LL (j.g.) Larry DuthiJ, during debriefing, 
s't" '·cd, "tHe enemy was within 56 feet of me when ·I! mounted. the r9rest 
p~: etratorJ They withheld their fire uhtii the rescue . airbraft carrle into riew 

. di ' ctly of
1 erhead ~ Needless to say I I was prepared for the long hike to 

"H' I oi .. be re Major York came in for the . pickup.'' I 
I he eff rt was truly remarkable. The commander in chief of the Patific 

RI et and .commander in chief of the Pacific :Air Fdrces, along wit~ the 
.. 

1

c.
1

1
'. ' ~a~d r. of the Seventh A i~ F.·?rce !n. Vietn~m. , per~onally con?ratu.11ate~ I 

tn rescud personnel for the1r i bravery, courage, and : profess1onah}m . 1 

~' 11pjdf .. )'?~k , re~eived. the Air . For~e Cross. : H\s ' crew j ~nd the :four S~ndy ' 
i1 p1~ts'.: received the · Silver Star. e°'3 
~.I llj . . - . 
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